.Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Chad Jensen, Don Hall, Peggy Tentis, Beverly Pille, Fred Heaser, Greg Neuman, Ken Douglas, Tim Schneider, Kathie Roussopoulos, Mark Bartsch, Dan Diesslin

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda adding two temporary liquor licenses for the Legion to Unfinished  Business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- December 26, 2007

Building Permits- none

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 dance permits, 2 temporary liquor licenses

Bills- $193,626.48

Department Head Reports- Police

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No one at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Review of Contract between Elgin and Plainview Volunteer Ambulance Service

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the contract for the ambulance service.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Fire Insurance Rating (ISO Rating)

City Attorney Canan commented on the flow that was available versus what is needed.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that we received a better rating since the report. 

Temporary Liquor Licenses

City Clerk told the council that late this afternoon she received two temporary liquor licenses applications from the Legion for February 3, 2008 and March 2, 2008.  

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve the two temporary liquor licenses for the Legion.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Vacation Time Question

Mayor Weaver stated that there is an employee who is requesting carry over on vacation hours unused.  Mayor Weaver also stated that the employee handbook, personnel policy states that an employee may carry over 80 hours.  Council member Pederson stated that there were some events that came up which employees were unable to take their vacation.  Liquor Store Manager Don Hall stated that he stayed here while the remodeling was taking place and also had some family issues, which is why he was unable to take some of his vacation.  He also stated that if you look at the handout, you would see that I have given up a lot of hours every year.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that it was a shortage of staff that was the cause for him not to be able to take all of his vacation.  City Attorney Canan commented that council needs to look at employees as a whole, and if council chooses to amend the policy, will need to be consistent in what we do.  Council member Peterson stated that it could be a one-time deal and adjust it so it is equal across the board.  He also stated that these are good employees that stayed around to get the work done due to lack of staff.  Council member Eversman asked what budget year this would come out of and Mayor Weaver said 2008.  Council member Sawyer stated that employees need to take their vacation and other employees should be able to step up and fill in while you are on vacation.  Liquor Store Manager Hall stated that is easier said than done.  He said he has another employee who plans on going back to school, so I will be short again.  Council member Pederson asked council to delay this until next meeting and have the department heads come up with some wording to address this.  Tabled until the next meeting.

Insurance Agent Bid

Mayor Weaver stated that we had received a bid from Greenwood Agency to be the City’s Insurance Agent for 2008.   Mark Bartsch from Greenwood Agency stated that he was told by the former city clerk that it was renewed yearly.  Mayor Weaver stated that Administrator Robertson that it was a two-year contract.  City Clerk to look it up and will hold more discussion at the next meeting.

2008 City Board Appointments

Mayor Weaver addressed the board appointments and asked council if they would like to keep them the same as last year.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the Official Designations and Board Appointments, as listed.  Sawyer opposed.  Motion passed.

Inflow and Infiltration Results

After reviewing the hand out, discussion was held.  All agreed that sump pumps have helped considerably.  Council member Sawyer stated that we still have some problems.  Public Works Director Burgdorf to visit with Rick Turri and find out how he came up with calculations.

Ambulance Grant Writing Contract

Chad Jenson asked the council to approve the grant-writing contract.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, seconded by Eversman to approve the contract for one time.  Motion passed unanimously.

Gold Cross also donated a cot to the Plainview Ambulance.  Council member Sawyer asked what had happened to the new cot that the ambulance had budgeted money for and if they do not have it what did the money get spent on?  Staff to look into this.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, seconded by Eversman to accept the donated cot from Gold Cross.  Motion passed unanimously.

2008 COLA

Mayor Weaver stated that we should pass a COLA increase based on Federal increases, which is 2.3%.  He also stated that after speaking with Administrator Robertson that there is money in the budget to cover this increase from 1.5% to 2.3%.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson seconded to increase COLA from 1.5% to 2.3% along with Mayor Weaver.  Opposed:  Eversman and Sawyer.  Motion passes.

American Legion Gambling License (Resolution)

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer seconded to approve the renewal of the Gambling license for the American Legion.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Attorney Canan stated that the city should be involved with the county regarding Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Council member Eversman asked what is being done about the blighted house next to the church.  Mayor Weaver stated that it has been looked at and at the next council meeting can give an update.  

Council member Sawyer stated that the garbage contractors should get a copy of our snow plow policy.

He also brought up the 35% food rule that Kim’s Saloon has to abide by and why the Legion and Fresh Wok do not have to.  City Attorney Canan read a section from the city code regarding this issue and Mayor Weaver suggested that Attorney Canan look into this and report back to council.

Council member Pederson spoke about the importance of promoting volunteers.  After some discussion, Council member Pederson to contact the Chamber of Commerce.

Dan Diesslin, Student Council Advisor from Plainview, Elgin, an Millville spoke to the council about a medallion hunt that is put on every year and if possible would like to have it here.  In the past have had it in Elgin and Millville.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson seconded to approve the medallion hunt.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Plainview Fire Department December report

Plainview Fire Department Incident Type Report for 2007

Well Water Pumped Log sheet for 2007

Memo for request for dance permits for Legion on Saturday Jan. 26 and Feb. 9,2008

Police Department Calls for Service Report for 2007

Copy of Contract for Elgin and Plainview Volunteer Ambulance Service

Fire Department ISO Rating

List of unused Vacation hours for full-time employees

Bid from Greenwood Agency

Precipitation report

2008 City of Plainview Official Designations

Plainview Ambulance Service Grant Application Contract

Letter from Wabasha County regarding Hazard Mitigation

Letter from Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities

Letter from MAOSC

Letter regarding Accepting Project Submissions for State Revolving Fund Loan Programs

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 28, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Peggy Tentis, Beverly Pille, Fred Heaser, Ken Douglas, Tim Schneider, Randy Doughty, Kelly McMillin, Tim Hruska, Connie Johnson, Allison Shulte, Kathy Kelly, Chris Kolar

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked the council to add two items under new business, new advisory board member and to set a date for the Board of Equalization.

MOTION: Eversman moved, Peterson second to approve the amended agenda adding to new business, new advisory board member and setting a date for the board of equalization. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 14, 2008

Building Permits- 3

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 temporary liquor licenses

Bills- $373,318.17

Department Head Reports- Police

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
SEMMCHRA

Joe Wheeler from SEMMCHRA spoke to the council about a countywide application for a small cities grant for housing rehabilitation.  There is a better than 90% chance of receiving the funding.  He stated that there would be grant dollars for both commercial and residential.  Recipients will be based on first come, first served basis.  There is a waiting list, 11 for residential, 7 commercial.  The goal for the City of Plainview is 3 residential and 3 commercial.  This grant application will exclude the Cities of Elgin, Lake City, and Wabasha.  Mr. Wheeler is requesting that the council approve the resolutions, one pertaining to identifying slum & blighting conditions, and the other for designating a grant application and approving a cooperative agreement policy.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve resolution number 08-02, Identifying slum and blighting conditions in a target area of the City of Plainview.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve resolution number 08-03, designating a grant applicant for the 2008 Wabasha Countywide (excluding the Cities of Elgin, Lake City, and Wabasha) SCDP Application and approving a cooperative agreement policy.  Motion passed unanimously.

TOWING OF VEHICLES

Several residents expressed their opinions regarding the towing of vehicles during the winter months.

Several residents stated that they felt there was not enough notice regarding the towing of vehicles.  Several claimed that they do not get the paper, or read bulletin boards.  Mayor Weaver and the council told residents that towing is not new, it has been in the city code, just never actively enforced the towing before.  Administrator Robertson stated that there had been several notices placed in the Plainview News and Advertiser, and around town.  The cost for the advertising was around $800.00.  Police Chief Doughty explained to the citizens that the city only gets the $20.00 for the parking ticket and the tow company sets the fees for the towing and they receive that money.  He also added that he thought it was in the Post Bulletin too.  Council and Mayor Weaver stated that for safety reasons, vehicles should not be parked on city streets from November – April, for snow removal.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Water Shutoffs and Certification to County if necessary

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson seconded to approve the water shutoffs for delinquent water bill and certification to the county if necessary.  Motion passed unanimously.

Well and Lift Station Communication Equipment

Tim Hruska from WHKS & Co. spoke to the council regarding equipment for the wells and lift stations.  The new and updated equipment would notify city staff when a problem arises.  The cost of the project would be around $95,000.00.  Mr. Hruska asked council for permission to proceed and get the documents ready for bids.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to have WHKS & Co. to get the bid documents ready for council to review in a month.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Resignation

Administrator Robertson asked council to accept the resignation of Cheryl Eversman from the ambulance.  Ms. Eversman would like to continue on the Ambulance Advisory Board.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Cheryl Eversman from the Ambulance.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Cot

Administrator Robertson stated that the cot that was to be ordered for the ambulance never had been ordered and the money for that purchase is in the UBF fund.

City Insurance Agents

Administrator Robertson stated that we are in the new fiscal year and he recommends that council issue bids for 2009- 2010 this fall.

Vacation Usage Policy Amendment

Administrator Robertson stated that he had spoke with the department heads and they recommended being able to use vacation from 2007 until February 29, 2008.  This would be a temporary amendment to the policy for this one time. Council member Sawyer stated that this has been in the policy for quite some time and the carry over is 80 hours.  Employees need to take vacation.  Administrator Robertson stated that Don Hall is an exceptional hard worker and he would like to see council grant grace to every supervisor.  After council discussion, Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that on record, he would like to reverse the donated sick leave and have it switched to vacation.  Other employees suggested switching to PTO, paying out at the end of the year, cutting the carry over to half of the hours.

Administrator Robertson also stated that there is some contradictory language in the policy concerning paying out vacation when employees retire.  On page 21, the policy states that “However, all vacation time must be used in full before retirement.”  On page 16 it states that “Employees will be paid out their remaining compensatory time, vacation, and sick time upon leaving employment with the City (within the limits and guidelines established within this document), assuming they have successfully completed their probation and have given the appropriate notice”.  After council discussion, Administrator Robertson asked council what direction they would like to take on the policy.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Peterson second to eliminate the statement on page 21.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to not allowing any extra vacation carry over than the 80 hours, which is stated in the policy.  Council member Sawyer agreed.  Opposed:  Mayor Weaver and Council member Peterson.  Motion passed 3-2.

City Insurance Policy

Administrator Robertson stated that a question has been raised about the wording in the City’s policy manual about health insurance coverage for dependents.  He read page 17 of the manual that states “As an extra benefit, the City will also pay for the employee’s dependent insurance coverage of $125.00 per month directly to an insurance carrier.  The balance of the monthly dependent insurance coverage premiums, if any, shall be paid by the employee to the insurance carrier”.  Several city employees spoke about their interpretation of the policy and that the $125.00 has been in affect since 1986 and should be raised.  After council discussion, Administrator Robertson asked for council direction and interpretation on this matter.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve paying the $125.00 directly to an insurance carrier for dependents effective January 28, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Liaison Information

A question has been raised regarding council liaison and Administrator Robertson asked council to clarify the position of liaisons.  After council discussion, it was agreed by four of the five council members to leave the council liaisons with the department that they and that was approved at the last meeting.  Council member Sawyer stated that he was opposed and would like for council to be switched around to get a feel of all the departments.  It was generally agreed that only liaisons or department heads should work with issues, problems, and comments to specific departments.  If a council member is not a liaison to a specific department, they should not get directly involved (other than at a council meeting).

NEW BUSINESS

Memorandum of Agreement for Transportation Plan and Policy (Disaster Preparedness)

Administrator Robertson stated that Wabasha County needs the city to approve this plan and policy.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, seconded by Pederson to approve the locations at the Plainview School ball fields and corners of specific blocks at time of event.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Gambling Permit (Ducks Unlimited)

City Clerk asked council to approve the gambling permit for the Upper Whitewater Ducks Unlimited for April 5, 2008 for raffles at the Plainview American Legion.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the gambling permit for April 5, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Home Occupation Permit

Administrator Robertson stated that Melissa Hofer has requested that the city council approve a home occupation sign permit.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson seconded to approve the sign permit providing that it does not exceed four square feet.  Motion passed unanimously.

Membership on WCRRA Committee

Mayor Weaver asked the council if anyone would be interested serving on the committee.  They meet once a month.  No one expressed interest, so Administrator Robertson to ask for volunteers in the City Corner articles that is put in the Plainview News.

Ambulance Advisory Board

Administrator Robertson stated that Chuck Coggins would like to serve on the Ambulance Advisory Board.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve Chuck Coggins to the Ambulance Advisory Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

Board of Equalization

Administrator Robertson asked council to approve the date of April 14, 2008 at 6:00 pm for the Board of Equalization meeting.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to have the Board of Equalization on April 14, 2008 at 6:00 pm with the city council meeting to follow.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Administrator Robertson told the council that donations for the memorial for Eilee Kronebush were being taken.  

Council member Pederson asked for volunteers for the City Hazard Mitigation board, and was wondering if it could be posted in the city corner article along with WCRRA committee vacancy.  He would also like to see what area communities of populations between 3000-5000 are paying their employees.  He would like to make sure we are paying our employees a fair amount.

Council member Peterson stated that the liquor store looks very nice after the remodeling, but thought the city has a morale obligation to keep some of the music out of there that has a lot of obscenities.  Council member Sawyer to speak with Liquor Store manager.

Council member Eversman asked when does the insurance come due for the employees.  Administrator Robertson stated that we start looking around in the Spring. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from WHKS & Co. regarding Control System

Upper Whitetails Ducks Unlimited gambling permit application

Home Business Application for sign at 450 2nd Ave. NE

Plainview New Housing Units from 1990-2007

Wabasha County Soil and Water Conservation District letter regarding Local Water Management Plan

Wabasha County Public Health Transportation Plan and Policy

Minnesota Public Facilities Authority loan repayments due on G.O. Bonds

Notice of Plainview Area Migrant Council Quarterly Meeting

Information from the League of Minnesota Cities regarding Intoxicating liquor licenses

Letter from Coalition of Greater Minnesota regarding participation to Legislative Action Day-2/20/08

Letter from Wabasha County District Court regarding Blighted Properties

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Fred Heaser, Ken Douglas, Rich Klees, Greg Neumann, Desi Foy

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked the council to add to approve an additional donation from the Fire Relief Association and to approve to renew the gambling at Gopher Lanes. 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the amended agenda adding the donations from the Fire Relief Association and gambling at Gopher Lanes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 28, 2008

Building Permits- 0

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 gambling permits

Bills- $160,811.04

Department Head Reports- Police, Library

Council member Sawyer had a question regarding the Three Rivers payment.  Administrator Robertson stated that the driver comes into city hall and gives the money, tokens, cards to the city, which we count and then every month issue them a check.  This has been happening once a month for about eight to ten years.  This is different from when the city helped purchase a new bus four years ago. Council member Pederson asked about the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement payment.  Administrator Robertson explained that it is an annual fee that we pay to use their services; several departments have used this program in the past, mostly to buy vehicles.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
None at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Pool Plans

Public works Director Michael Burgdorf stated that he had not heard anything about the pool and what the plans are for the pool.  After some discussion, council asked him to get some fairly firm prices to see how much it is going to cost.  May have a referendum this fall with the elections regarding the pool. Council decided to have a meeting sometime this spring at the pool where residents will be able to attend to see the shape the pool is in before any work will be done to get it ready for the season.  

NEW BUSINESS

Gambling Permits

City Clerk asked council to approve the gambling permit for the Whitewater Longbeards at the Plainview Legion for March 17, 2008.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the gambling permit for the 17th of March.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Clerk asked council to approve the application for the Food Shelf to conduct excluded bingo at the community center.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the excluded bingo at the community center.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Clerk asked council to renew the gambling license for two years for the Community Charities of Minnesota at Gopher Lanes, Resolution No. 08-04.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the license at Gopher Lanes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Fire Relief Association Donations

Rich Klees with the Fire Department explained the donations.  One donation of $2498.76 was to purchase hydrant markers.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the donation of $2498.76 to purchase hydrant markers.  Motion passed unanimously.

Rich Klees stated that the second donation was for $502.71 to purchase mesh traffic safety vests.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the donation of $502.71 to purchase mesh traffic safety vests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Wage Information

Council member Pederson stated that he was for the most part 90% satisfied that we were paying our employees reasonable wages, although there were a few out of line.  Ken Douglas explained that the problem that he has with our pay scale is that there are too many steps to reach the maximum pay.  Before the pay scale was put in place, he stated we were being paid less than other communities then we got caught up and now he thinks we are back behind again.  He would like to see fewer pay steps, and after reaching the maximum, then COLA would be all that the employees would receive.  Council member Sawyer stated that he spoke with the clerk from Wabasha and she is at the top of the scale and all she receives is COLA.  Mayor Weaver stated that we should have the wage committee look at this, with the goal to reduce the number of steps, look at other pay scales from other communities.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had already received about five of them and would ask around for more.  Ken Douglas also stated that most of the police departments in the area are union.  Council member Peterson stated that it seems like police departments are always the exception to the rule. 

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second for the pay scale committee to get together and address these issues and try to come up with some suggestions.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ordinance Suggestions (Fees, Corn/Wood Burners, Plowing)

Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packet were some ordinance suggestions.  He stated that in the past, we had resolutions accepting fees, but now we should reference them by ordinance.  He would like to add a chapter 800, Fees and Rates, which would list all fees.  He stated he would like to have a public hearing in two weeks to do this.  Council member Pederson expressed his concern regarding the fees and if we are able to justify them.  Council member Peterson asked what the building permit fees go for.  Administrator Robertson explained that they cover CMS costs, portion covers Mike, Bev, and his time, and it also pays for advertising in the paper.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, seconded by Peterson to have the public meeting to adopt the fees by ordinance in two weeks.  Motion passed unanimously.

Administrator Robertson stated that Rich Klees had brought this up before regarding corn/wood burners in town.  He stated that there were sample ordinances in the packet.  Rich Klees stated that the biggest issue is the nuisance of the smoke.  Fred Heaser stated that some people burn things that should not be burned in them.  He also stated whether or not the ordinance couldn’t state how high the chimney should be.  Other discussion related to only external stoves, being able to use them only certain months, outside storage (good place for rodents), burning items other than what unit was intended for.  City Attorney Canan suggested that this topic be brought up again at the next meeting he attends.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to place a moratorium on permits for outside burners until council has time to review and study this issue.  Motion passed.  Opposed:  Pederson.

Administrator Robertson asked council to review the language that is in the snow plowing policy.  After discussion, everything needs to be off the street.  Council member Sawyer asked Administrator Robertson why the city did not enforce the ordinance in regards to towing, especially after the last meeting.  Administrator Robertson stated that he felt it was not appropriate to tow vehicles during the day, due to the large number of vehicles at the businesses.  He stated that he made an administrative decision that day and asked Randy not to tow the vehicles.  He also thought it was consistent with the council discussion at the last meeting.  Council member Peterson stated that he did not think we should be towing vehicles when there is a school function or activity going on, and students and parents are in another town where the weather isn’t as bad.  

Discussion was also held regarding blighted properties ordinance and whether or not it could also address internal area also.  Administrator to get a copy of ordinance from the City of Winona who have dealt with this issue and can look at it at the next meeting.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Council member Eversman asked about the options that are available for the public works building and the compost pile.  Public Works Director Burgdorf to get that information by next meeting.

Council member Pederson asked about the status on resurfacing the parking lot east of the library, so employees of local businesses can park there and free up the street for customers.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that we have to wait until it thaws first and then will be able to determine what it will need and cost.  Council member Pederson also asked about the city hiring an Economic Development Coordinator.  Discussion was held and this should be discussed with PADCO and EDA.  Also, council would need to agree on a job description.

Council member Peterson asked Public Works if they would be removing some of the snowdrifts around town from the winds over the weekend.  Public Works stated no not at this time.

Rich Klees also stated that Mike Lyons is on the County Mitigation Board and he represents the City of Plainview.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Whitewater Longbeards gambling permit application

Memo’s regarding Fire Department Relief Association Donations to purchase hydrant markers and mesh traffic safety vests

Pay review sheets from LMC with surrounding communities

Sample ordinances regarding external and internal alternative fuel systems

LMCIT information regarding sewer backup

Newspaper article regarding sump pumps in Vadnais Heights

Letter regarding construction punch list for Anastacia Estates

Report of Residential Building or Zoning permits issued in 2007

LMC letter regarding Loss Control meeting and City Pool survey

Memos from Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities regarding Annexation & Land Use Goals for 2008 and Background on Proposed Lawsuit against MPCA’s New Phosphorus Rule

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 25, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Fred Heaser, Randy Doughty, Tim Hruska, Mike Hutchinson, Chad Jensen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked the council to add to Unfinished Business, item C, regarding a police contract.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda with the additional item.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 11, 2008

Building Permits- 0

Bills-$84,443.94

Other Licenses/Permits-3

Department Head Reports- Library

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
None at this time.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #08-01

Administrator Robertson stated that it fees, fines and penalties would be more enforceable if in an ordinance instead of a resolution.  These were the same fees that council had passed in December with one change for the ambulance charge from ten dollars to fifteen dollars for charge per loaded mile.  

Mayor Weaver called the public hearing to order for Ordinance # 08-01, Creating and Enacting section of the Plainview Code of Ordinances Concerning fees, penalties, and charges by ordinance.   Discussion was held regarding what the fees were based on that we have been charging.  Administrator Robertson stated that when the city adopted the state building code, there were several suggested fee schedules to choose from and council had elected to go with the one that was 40% of the 1997 Code.  A few other questions were asked regarding liquor fees, cemetery fees and bingo licenses.  

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to close this public hearing and to have the second reading on March 10, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ordinance #08-02

Mayor Weaver called the public hearing to order for Ordinance # 08-02, Amending and Reenacting Ordinances 304.2 and 304.7 Relating to Obstructions in the City of Plainview.

Council and department heads had some discussion regarding enforcing the ordinance in regards of when to tow and when not to tow.  After some discussion, regarding to tow in the business district or around the schools, Mayor Weaver to speak with the Superintendent of the school and see if the students can park somewhere else.  Also, Council member Pederson thought Public Works Director and Police Chief to get together now and draft a plan and bring it to the council to review.  Council member Peterson stated now would be the time while this topic is fresh in everyone’s minds.  Mayor Weaver to report back to council in two weeks about his visit with the Superintendent of schools.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to close this public hearing and to have the second reading on March 10, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Water Tower and Lift Station Control Structures

Tim Hruska from WHKS, told council that he had the specification documents for bids for the control structures.  He requested council to open it up for bids at this time, as they are now ready to proceed.  If anyone needs any of the specs, they should contact Tim at WHKS.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to go ahead and advertise for bids for this project.  Motion passed unanimously.

Requested Information on Potential Public Works/Compost Sites

Administrator Robertson stated that at the last meeting that this information was requested.  Council member Eversman asked Public Works Director what he would like to see.  He stated that he would like to be a short distance from town and would like to see solar power and wind generation, go green and save the city some costs down the road.  There are some other cities that have a couple of these in there towns.  Looking at the photos of possible properties in the council packets, Council member Sawyer stated that two of the five are no longer an option.  Administrator Robertson stated that the Southeastern Minnesota Initiative Fund is having a conference in a few weeks for cities that are interested in this type of energy.

Police Contract

Police Chief Doughty stated that his department is concerned about criminal prosecution costs.  Discussion was held concerning alternatives and will be looked at, at a later time.

NEW BUSINESS

Renew 3.2 beer licenses

City clerk asked council to approve the renewals for 3.2 beer at New Fresh Wok, Gopher Lanes and Lyon’s Oil Company, providing all fees and necessary paperwork is turned in.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the renewals providing all necessary documentation is provided.   Motion passed unanimously.  

Resignation at Library

Administrator Robertson stated that the Librarian informed him that Karol Halva, library clerk, is resigning March 22, 2008 and would like council to accept her resignation.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the resignation of Karol Halva.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for Ambulance

Administrator Robertson stated that the Ambulance Director recommends the hiring of Alexandria Gruska and Kristopher (KC) Clark as EMT’s for the Plainview Ambulance.  Council member Sawyer expressed concern whether or not the two had been informed about the time that needed to be put in.  Administrator Robertson stated that he believes that the Ambulance Director has explained the obligations to all that he interviews, but he wasn’t personally present for the interview.  Council member Pederson stated that we need to have confidence in the director, that he knows what he is doing.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hiring of Alexandria Gruska and Kristopher Clark as EMT’s for the Plainview Ambulance.  Motion passed.  Council member Sawyer opposed.

Council member Eversman asked is anyone else involved in the interview process?  Administrator Robertson stated that department directors are responsible for the interviews and recruitment.

Library Wall

Council member Sawyer stated that the library board would like to re-bid for improvements of the library wall, along with replacing five windows, and having the carpet professionally cleaned.  

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to get re-bids for the repairs that are needed at the library.  Motion passed unanimously.

Winona’s Ordinance on Substandard Property

Administrator Robertson stated that at the last meeting, someone from the council had recommended getting a copy of Winona’s Ordinance regarding substandard property, for the council to review.  This sample contains language regarding to the interior of a home as well.  There will be more discussion on this topic at the next meeting.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to go forward and create an ordinance for substandard property.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Purchase 

Chad Jensen stated that he spoke to the ambulance advisory board regarding the purchase of an ambulance. The advisory board suggested a small box based on the cost and what the doctor recommended.   Discussion was held regarding the size, whether or not to purchase a small box or a large box.  This topic was tabled until next meeting when the ambulance director can be here.

Closed meeting

At 7:45 pm the regular council meeting was closed.

After discussion, the employee was put on unpaid suspension.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to close the closed meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to re-open the regular council meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Council member Eversman stated that the street by the Catholic Church gets awful narrow in the winter months when cars are parked along the street.  Only one car at a time can drive through.  

She also stated that she would like to see department managers turn in a report regarding monthly accomplishments.  Could be beneficial for council to make meaningful decisions.

She also asked about the status of an EDA director.  She stated that the administrator does this for other cities and maybe can pass it on to our administrator and look at everyone else’s job duties and could pass on some of Steven’s work to other employees.  Mayor Weaver stated that the EDA has been discussing the hiring of an EDA director.

Council member Sawyer stated that there still are students blocking resident’s driveways around the school.  He asked if they could park somewhere else.  Mayor Weaver to speak with school superintendent and will report to council at the next meeting.

Council member Pederson asked about the EDA director vacancy.  Would like to see a job description made up for this position so everyone knows what is expected.  City Administrator Robertson stated that the EDA and PADCO are on top of this, and have has some meetings regarding this.  The next meeting will be on March 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

Council member Peterson stated that the city needs to stay on top of snow removal on sidewalks like mowing lawns.  Quite a few residents are not shoveling like they should be.  He also stated that he just noticed the new chairs.  Administrator Robertson stated that they were approved in November 2006 for 2007 and were ordered in December of 2007.  The old chairs went to the fire department.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Minnesota Department of Health report regarding indoor air quality at the library.

Substandard Buildings ordinance-Winona’s

Locations of possible Public Works location and compost site

Ambulance ads

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order March 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Fred Heaser, Mike Hutchinson, Jeff McClellan, Herm and Jan Liebenow, Susan Strandberg, Erin Zarling, Greg Neumann, Rich Klees, Michelle Ratz, Eric Heins, Tracy Gulbranson

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked the council to add some additional bills and a gambling permit from St. Joachims for September 14, 2008.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda with the additional items.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 25, 2008

Building Permits- 3

Bills-$145,356.12

Other Licenses/Permits-1

Department Head Reports- Library and Police, EDA and Planning Commission minutes

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Three Rivers

Administrator Robertson stated that Susan Strandberg from Three Rivers had a variance request to reduce the minimum lot size from 60 feet to 40 feet for the construction of eight single-family homes on eight lots.  Susan Strandberg from Three Rivers stated that the market has changed in the last several years and Three Rivers thinks that affordable starter family single homes will be more marketable in Plainview than the initial four twin homes on eight lots as originally platted. This change would still include the same number of households and she showed some pictures of some homes that they had build in Pine Island. Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing.   

Several residents that reside in the location stated that they had concerns about the traffic, resale value of their homes, and houses being too close together.  The council had asked for clarification, regarding lots 6 and 10 and lot splits.  Tom Canan stated that the lot split application should be kept separate for now.  Fred Heaser reminded council that in the past, a resident wanted a variance for 50’ lot versus 60’ and at that time, council chose not to grant that, because they did not want to set a precedent.  Mayor Weaver asked for a motion to close the public hearing.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to close the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.

Administrator Robertson noted that the Planning Commission voted 3-1 in favor of this variance.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Peterson second to deny the variance for Block 5 and the lot split application.  Motion passed unanimously.  Tom Canan reviewed the findings of fact.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to table discussion regarding Block 6 for more information, hydrologist report regarding the wetlands and for council to have time to visit the site.  Motion passed unanimously.

Conditional Use Permit

Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing regarding a conditional use permit for the construction of a new warehouse at 100 West Broadway.  Herm Liebenow stated that he would like to take down the car was and put up a mini warehouse.  He also showed the council a drawing of what the warehouse will look like.  Administrator Robertson noted that the Planning Commission voted 3-1 in favor of the conditional use permit.  He also noted the Planning Commission comments on traffic flow and potential issues.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the conditional use permit for the construction of a new warehouse.  Motion passed unanimously.  Tom Canan reviewed the findings of fact.

Ordinance 08-01 Fees, Charges, and Penalties

Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing for the second reading of Ordinance 08-01,regarding fees, charges, and penalties.  Mayor Weaver closed the public hearing.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Ordinance 08-01.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ordinance 08-02 Winter Parking

Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing for the second reading of Ordinance 08-02, regarding winter parking.  Mayor Weaver closed the public hearing.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve Ordinance 08-02.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Discussion on Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner Rules

Administrator Robertson stated that the council had a copy of the City of Eyota’s ordinance to review.  Some discussion was held and this will be brought back up for discussion at another time.  Other than the setback distances, the City Council generally liked the ordinance.

Proposed New Ambulance Purchase

Administrator Robertson stated that council had approved the purchase of a new ambulance one year ago.  Discussion regarding the size was held whether or not to get bids for a large unit or a small unit.  Ambulance Director Greg Neumann noted the Ambulance Advisory Board’s recommendations.  Ambulance volunteer Tracy Gulbranson noted that as an EMT, you get used to the equipment that you work with.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved to bid for a large unit.  Motion died for lack of a second.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to get bids for one smaller unit at this time.  Motion passed.  Sawyer opposed.

NEW BUSINESS

New Hire

Administrator Robertson stated that there had been twenty-three applicants for the office manager position.  Five finalists received an interview.  The position was then offered to Kim McHugh at $13.02/hour and after six months would like to bump her pay up $1.00/hour.  Council member Sawyer had issues about offering her the job without council approval and Administrator Robertson agreed with him.  

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hiring of Kim McHugh as office manager.

Ambulance Resignation

Administrator Robertson stated that Brandon Tice has resigned from the ambulance.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation of Brandon Tice.  Motion passed unanimously.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Mayor Weaver stated that he did not get very far with the superintendent at the school regarding the parking issue. Discussion was held and some of the council members will be attending a school board meeting to discuss this.

Council member Sawyer asked about the memo that was in the council packet regarding the four dogs.  Administrator Robertson stated that he was looking at the Three Rivers property and that was when he noticed the dogs.  He stated that he came back to the office to see if they had been licensed and they had not.

Council member Sawyer also asked Public Works Director Burgdorf about the SACC program.  Council approved the fees.

Council member Pederson asked what was happening with the pay scale.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had a draft for the pay scale committee to review.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

EDA minutes from February 19 and February 27, 2008

Plainview Planning Commission minutes from March 3, 2008

Application for Request for Variance from Three Rivers and photos

Ambulance report from 2007

Application for Conditional Use Permit and photos

Lot Split Application for Harvest Ridge

City of Eyota Ordinance Regulating Outdoor Fire Boilers

Ambulance vehicle information

Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation memo regarding “The Path to Community Wind”

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order March 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer 

Council Absent – Lee Peterson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Rich Klees, Melissa Hofer, Jim Howard, Tim Kruska, David Kruse, Toby Bremmer, Sue Kruger

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked the council to add two items to new business, a new hire for the ambulance and a criminal prosecution contract.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda with the additional items.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- March 10, 2008

Building Permits- 2

Bills-$93784.36

Other Licenses/Permits-1

Department Head Reports- Library and Police, EDA and Planning Commission minutes

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Presentation from Main Street Broadband

Toby Brummer and David Kruse spoke to the council regarding their company offering the City of Plainview high speed internet, cable television and phone service.  They stated that they had already spoken to the EDA.  They would enter into a franchise agreement for the cable television portion of this. They would like acknowledgement from council and would like to see this issue move forward and have the city work on adopting a franchise agreement.  

Presentation from Jim Howard-City Insurance

Jim Howard gave the council members a handout regarding the city insurance program analysis.  He touched property, replacement cost values, workers compensation, and how the state legislature changed the liability limit per occurrence from $1 million to $1.2 million.  He stated that our experience modifier is .82 which is really good: 1.0 is standard.  Mr. Howard then stated that doing  MVR’s (Motor Vehicle Records), essentially checking for valid drivers licenses, each year also sayes money. Council generally agreed to do this.  Mr. Howard then explained to council how the liability coverage-waiver form worked.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to choose the option that the city does not waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minnesota Statues 466.04.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Home Occupation Request

Administrator Robertson stated that Melissa Hofer would like approval of a home occupation permit at 450 2nd Ave. NE.  Ms. Hofer was present to answer any questions.  She meets the requirements.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the home occupation permit at 450 2nd Ave. NE.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Shut-offs

City Clerk stated that 39 accounts had received notices that they could appear before the council this evening regarding their past due utility bills.  As of this evening, approximately ten had not replied.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve water shut-offs for unpaid bills and to certify to county if necessary.  Motion passed unanimously.

Library New Hire

The library would like to hire Dawn Biers effective March 24, 2008 to replace Karol Halva.  Karol will stay on part-time on an as needed basis.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the hiring of Dawn Biers part time at the library pending background and drug testing.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Library Advisory Board Member

The library board would like to recommend Adam Nienow to complete the term of Catherine Aagenes, which ends December 2009.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve Adam Nienow to the library board.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approve Bid for Control Structure

Tim Hruska with WHKS Co., reported to the council that we had the bid opening on March 20, 2008 at 2:00pm.  There had been three bids submitted.  Their company has worked with all three of them.  The bid was estimated to cost $95,000.00 and the low bid from Automatic Systems came in at $72,900.00.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the bid from Automatic Systems for the control structure for $72, 900.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

Information on Wetland (Lot Split for Three Rivers tabled until April 14)

Information on Solid Fuel Burners

Administrator Robertson stated that he received information regarding this issue from different parties and the information was included in the council packets.  Rich Klees stated that the city should look at the height of chimneys for outdoor burners.  Discussion was held about residents burning items that should not be burnt and Mr. Klees stated that state statue already has regulations for this and someone needs to watch and document these violations and call the EPA.  

Sue Kruger spoke to the council and stated that if the city chose to limit or restrict these type of burners that the residents would be limited to electricity or natural gas for heating.  Ms. Kruger stated that there was going to be an informational meeting on Tuesday evening regarding this issue and invited the council and residents to attend.  

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Cemetery Bids

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf stated that we had received two bids, and he would like to recommend Indian Creek Lawn and Service for the contract for mowing and trimming of the Greenwood Cemetery for 2008.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Indian Creek Lawn and Service for the mowing and trimming of the Greenwood Cemetery for 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donations from Fire Relief Association

City Clerk stated that the Fire Relief Association has made a donation and would like council approval to accept the $6,600.00 for cameras for the police department

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the donation of $6,600.00 for cameras for the police department.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Clerk stated that the Fire Relief Association has made a donation and would like council approval to accept the $2,000.00 for the DARE program.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the donation of $2,000.00 for the DARE program.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Funding for Blue Bell Festival

Administrator Robertson stated that council had received a request to donate towards the Blue Bell Festival that will be held on Saturday, May 10th.  Administrator Robertson recommended the council donate $1,000.00 to the Blue Bell Festival and $1,000.00 to the Ye Old Fashioned Christmas.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the donations of $1,000.00 for the Blue Bell Festival and $1,000.00 to the Ye Old Fashioned Christmas.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance New Hire 

Administrator Robertson stated that the ambulance director, Greg Neumann, would like the council to consider hiring Lucas Chadbourn as an EMT for the Plainview Ambulance Service.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve Lucas Chadbourn as a new EMT for the Plainview Ambulance pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

Criminal Prosecution Contract 

Administrator Robertson stated that the council received copies of correspondence from Karen England of Gartner, England and Associates regarding the criminal prosecution contract.  Council member Sawyer stated that discussion should have been held with all parties involved.  Council reviewed the contract with Wabasha County.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the Criminal Prosecution contract with Wabasha County.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Question was asked regarding the trail head and parking.  Administrator Robertson to check past minutes about the trail head.

Council member Sawyer asked approval for bids for the replacement of the library carpet from Schad & Zabel Furniture and Floor Covering. He also asked for approval repair to the library wall.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve bid for replacement of library carper.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the bid from Kreofsky Building Systems to repair the library wall.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council members Eversman and Pederson expressed interest in attending the LMC Annual Conference in Rochester June 11-13.  Will let staff know what they can attend so staff can register them.  Administrator Robertson stated that staff would be attending.

Discussion was held regarding home occupation permits.  Discussion was held regarding public works doing snow removal on sidewalks.  Public Works Director responded that it would require more man power and money.

Mayor Weaver stated that he will not be able to attend the next council meeting.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Ambulance report from 01/01/08-03/11/08

Application for Home Occupation Permit

Information regarding Outdoor Solid Burners

Chamber workshops flyer

Notice of Competitive Bidding for New Ambulance

Thank you card for Ambulance

Notice of Meeting of Board of Appeal

Wabasha County DNR Biketrail Maintenance agreement

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 3, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, and Richard Sawyer 

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman and Lee Peterson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  None

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR CITY ATTORNEY SERVICES

Administrator Robertson asked the council to approve a request for proposals for city attorney (civil).  Tom Canan will no longer be able to continue as city attorney for the city.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the request for city attorney services.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m.

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 14, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. by Acting Mayor Lee Peterson.

Council Present –Lee Peterson, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer 

Council Absent – Mayor Neil Weaver

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Garrel Steneman, Jeff McClellan, Susan Strandberg, John Feils, Lavonne Gaskell, Mary Olson, Ryan Speedling, Andy Shones
BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION
Donna Gabor and Loren Benz were in attendance from the Wabasha County Assessor’s office.  Donna Gabor stated that this meeting was not to discuss taxes, utilities, or roads, but to discuss valuations of properties and the 2008 estimated market values for taxes payable in 2009.  Donna Gabor also stated that the City of Plainview is on a five year rotation for different areas within the city.  Council has 20 days to take action on requests presented.

Fred Heaser (Parcel 26.00110.00) stated that he was not contesting the tax value, he stated that values are falling, homes are selling for less than the assessed value, but the amount goes up every year.  Donna Gabor stated that there had been an increase of 2%, based on the market value need to be at 100%, determined by the state, and was also based on the number of sales in the city, which there were 45 good sales in Plainview.
Lavonne Gaskell (Parcel 26.00981.00) asked why the value keeps going up when they have not done anything for nine years to the home.  Donna Gabor stated that she would like to come and visit the home and Lavonnr Gaskell stated that yes, she would like her to come and view the home.  It was decided on tomorrow that Donna would view the property.
Mary Olson (Parcel 26.00727.00), Donna Gabor had stopped and looked at the house today and has made some adjustments.  Donna Gabor stated that adjustments will be made for 2010.  Mary Olson stated that she has had a back-up with the sanitary sewer in her home and it was very expensive and would like something done about it.  Donna Gabor stated that two other people in Plainview called her regarding water seepage and residents needed to work with FEMA, and to call her office to have them look at the damage.
Ryan Speedling (Parcel 26.01330.00), expressed his concern on how the market value had increased so much on his home.  Granted it dropped some for this year but in the past a $57,000 increase was unreal.  Donna Gabor explained that there is a computer program that looks at new construction and comparables that are on slab on grade.  She also stated that she had been at the home several times in the past years and had left an orange tag on the door for him to contact her office for a viewing.  Donna Gabor also explained that homes that are on the market for over one year that her office comes out and looks at the property again.  Lots of extras add to the value of a home, examples of some are vaulted ceilings, extra bathrooms, decks, finished basements, marble, tile and fireplaces.
Andy Shones (Parcel 26.01311.00) stated that some of his neighbors are paying less tax on their homes and he has the same square footage.  Donna Gabor suggested a viewing of his home and they agreed to set up a time the next day around 1:00 pm.

Garrell Steneman (Parcel 26.00182.00) stated that she has been here before and nothing has changed, except her taxes keep going up.  Garrell stated that she can’t afford to put siding on her home, and it will need to be painted again.  Donna Gabor stated that she would like to set up an appointment and view the home but Garrell declined.
Donna Gabor stated that she has four homes to view and will report back to council on the 28th of April.  John Jacobs (Parcel 26.0123.00), Renee Waas (Parcel 26.00149.00), James Melvin (Parcel 26.01142.00), and John Erickson (Parcel 26.01118.00).  Lee Peterson also asked Donna to view his home.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to recess this meeting until 6:00pm on April 28th, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Board recessed at 7:06 p.m.

Acting Mayor Peterson called the Regular Council meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- March 24, 2008

Building Permits- 0
Bills-$230,456.46
Other Licenses/Permits-1

Department Head Reports- Library 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Three Rivers-Variance
Administrator Robertson stated that Susan Strandberg from Three Rivers had a variance request to reduce the minimum lot size (street frontage) from 60 feet to 40 feet for the construction of single-family homes.  This item was tabled from the March 10th City Council meeting.  Susan Strandberg stated that the request is needed on lots 6 & 10.  Discussion was held and the council heard public comment from citizens.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to deny the varience.  Motion passed unanimously.  City Attorney Canan went through Findings of Fact with the council.  

Three Rivers-Lot Split

Susan Strandberg asked for a lot split due to the wetlands that are on lot 8 and it is an unbuildable site.  If granted this request, someone would be taking care of that lot, so it would be maintained.  Susan stated that without the variance, they have no choice but to build twin homes on lots 6 & 7, and lots 9 & 10.  
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second for the lot split on lot 8.  Motion passed unanimously.  Eversman moved to amend the motion to include vacating the utilities on lot 8.  Sawyer second the amendment.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Lot split application (Jon Feils)
Jon Feils stated that the property was the former railroad.  Discussion was held regarding utility easements.  There was no utility easement.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the lot split.  Motion passed unanimously.

Pool Information
Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he has spoken with designers regarding the pool.  One suggested to build one new inside of the old pool using the old pool as a form.  Could keep the existing bath house and the mechanical room would be a separate building.  With this construction, there would be no loss of any swimming time, and it would be handicap accessible and would bring it all up to code, there would also be a zero entry spot.  Public Works Director Burgdorf is asking council for permission to request for proposals and to set up a town meeting at the pool for the public and the council to view it before the pool is to be open for the season.  Discussion was held and the meeting will take place on Saturday, May 3rd at 9:00 am at the pool for the public and council.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second for Public Works Director Burgdorf to request for proposals.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Review Wording for Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner & Fiber optic Franchise 
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packets were samples of each of these for review.  Council to review and discuss at another time.  

NEW BUSINESS
Ambulance New Hire 

Administrator Robertson stated that the Ambulance Director, Greg Neumann, would like the council to consider hiring Bryce Pronk as an EMT for the Plainview Ambulance Service.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Bryce Pronk as a new EMT for the Plainview Ambulance pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Conservation Task Force Update
Administrator Robertson stated that Dean Harrington is the chairperson and it has been suggested to get more information out to the public, but it will cost a small amount of money.  Council member Peterson stated that he thinks the group is doing a good job.
Donation from the Fire Relief Association

City Clerk stated that the Fire Relief Association made a donation of $1,192.75 to cover the cost of a training computer for the fire department.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the donation of $1,192.75 for the fire departments training computer.  Motion passed unanimously.

Trail Head Conditional Use Permit Information
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packets was the conditional use permit agreement regarding the trail head from 2002.  City Attorney Canan stated that the city does own the trail head and the city could modify the parking if they wanted to, since the City is both the regulating authority as well as the owner of the parcel.
Home Business Rules

Administrator Robertson stated that this had been brought up and Council member Sawyer asked whether or not we were going to enforce the code and update these every year.  Administrator Robertson stated that he went back and looked and there are about eighteen of them and city clerk will be sending out letters for renewal along with a letter stating the renewal fee.

Garbage Hauler License

City Clerk told the council that she had received an application from Rommel Rubbish Removal for garbage pick up in the City of Plainview.  Discussion was held regarding if the company meets the standards and if so welcome.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the application from Rommel Rubbish.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Clerk stated that there is still an individual who has not paid their water bill and they were on the list and had made arrangements to pay but did not do so.  Council agreed to shut off the water.

City Clerk asked council if anyone else was planning on attending the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference that is held in Rochester this year, so she can register them.  Council member Pederson stated he could go on Thursday.

Administrator Robertson stated that he had received a letter from Briggs & Morgan regarding 

X-cel Energy and he stated that he had City Attorney Canan review the letter and both believed that there would not be a conflict.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent form.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Administrator Robertson also shared with the council the bill for having the duct work cleaned out at the liquor store, stating that it was a maintenance issue.

Administrator Robertson explained the issues with Veolia at the ambulance building.  City Attorney Canan reviewed the contract and stated that it was very one-sided, good for Veolia.  Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to make sure that no department heads sign contracts for the city except for the mayor and city clerk.

City Attorney Canan stated that this would be his last city council meeting, and he has enjoyed working with everyone.  Administrator Robertson stated that he would like Tom Canan to stay on through May to review ambulance and personnel policies.  Everyone said thank you to Tom and wished him the best.

Council member Sawyer stated that he would like to see some money put into the budget for snow removal on sidewalks for the next winter.  He would like better enforcement of clean/clear sidewalks.
Council member Pederson asked if the council could get financial printouts every quarter.  City Clerk stated she could get them for the next meeting.  

Council member Pederson also stated that he would like to see some activity reports quarterly from the department heads regarding what is happening in their departments.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had brought this up at a department head meeting, and the department heads had hoped the liaisons would speak for them.

Council member Peterson thanked Tom Canan for all his years of service.

Acting Mayor Peterson asked council for a motion to close the meeting at 8:40 pm to discuss legal issues regarding the Sawyer vs. Plainview lawsuit.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to close the meeting to discuss legal issues.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council member Richard Sawyer left the room.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to open the meeting at 9:05 pm. Motion passed unanimously.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to accept the settlement and to read the public statement at the next council meeting on April 28, 2008 at the beginning of the council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Wetland Delineation Report for Greenwood Park Subdivision
Lot Split Application for Harvest Ridge with maps

Lot Split Application for Jon Feils with maps and property description
Copy of St. Charles Local Programming Agreement

Water Task Force information

Copy of Trailhead Conditonal Use Permit and February 11 & 25, 2002 Council Minutes

LMC 2008-2009 Policy Committee Membership

Copy of Bid for Painting at Library

EMSRB Minnesota Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board letter

Draft copy of Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District Financial Report December 2007

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

_________________________

__________________________________

Lee Peterson, Acting Mayor

Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 28, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman (6:15 pm)
Council Absent – none

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – absent

Visitors:  Desi Foy, Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Chad Jensen, Trevor Armbruster, Becky Huckleberry, Lisa McCabe, Greg Neumann, Kathie Steffen, Darlene Goergen, Rose Jech, Eric Sawyer, Deanna Sawyer, Tami Sawyer, Jen Engel.
BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION
Donna Gabor from the Wabasha County Assessor’s office noted that she had visited the properties of Lee Peterson, and Fred Heaser and they were satisfied with valuations.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to leave unchanged the current valuation of parcel #26.00981.00 (Gaskell). Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to leave unchanged the valuation of parcel #26.00727.00. (Olson) Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to leave unchanged the valuation of parcel #26.01330.00.  (Speedling).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to leave unchanged the valuation of parcel #26.01311.00.  (Shones).  Motion passed unanimously.
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to leave unchanged the valuation of parcel #26.00182.00 (Steneman).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.0123.00 from $225,700 to $213,000 (Jacobs).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.0149.00 from $125,300 to $122,400 (Waas).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.01142.00 from $158,600 to $144,600 (Melvin).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.01118.00 from $293,000 to $280,700 (Erickson).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the Board of Appeals and Equalization. Motion passed unanimously.

The Board adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Mayor Weaver called the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:18 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda with additions to unfinished business.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- April 14, 2008

Building Permits- 12
Bills-$343,616.62
Other Licenses/Permits-3
Department Head Reports- Library, Public Works, Administration,
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Brush Contract
Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that it is time to renew the brush and compost site lease contract. The city would pay Michael and Jeanette Morath $800.00 per year from April 1, 2008 to March 31, 2010.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the two year contract for the brush and compost site.  Motion passed unanimously.

Cemetery Digging Contract
Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that it is time to renew the contract for the cemetery for the opening and closing of graves.  David Walkes, Plainview Lawn and Snow Service have agreed to do it again.  The contract is from May 31, 2008 to May 31, 2009.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the one year contract.  Motion passed unanimously.

E.M.S. Inc. Presentation

Trevor Armbuster , Vice President of E.M.S. Inc., explained to the council that E.M.S. Inc. needs some help with paying off the laptop computer and billing software that the ambulance had purchased four years ago.  The laptop is slow and no longer up to date and the crew hasn’t used it and the software for almost two years.  E.M.S. Inc. would be able to make the next payment, but is asking the city to help by making the last two payments, due to lack of funds.  Council member Sawyer asked about donations that the ambulance took about once a year.  Becky Huckleberry stated that the request for donation mailing would be around May 15th.  Council member Eversman read that other local cities have used a similar program, should try to contact them to see if they would be interested in purchasing the laptop and software program.  Council member Sawyer stated that he is disappointed that the updates where not kept up for the program.  Council member Pederson stated that he wasn’t sure if helping out another corporation was the best idea.  Administrator Robertson stated that EMS has donated a lot of equipment to the Ambulance Service, and while he is not recommending a course of action, it should be noted that they have a strong history of partnership with the service.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to have the city pay of the remaining debt after EMS Inc. is done making the payments.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Bid Results
Ambulance Director Neumann stated that we received one bid from Road Rescue.  The bid opening was just on Wednesday and we haven’t had time to review it.  Director Neumann stated that he would like the council to table this discussion for two more weeks to give adequate time to review the bid.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table discussion for two weeks.  Motion passed unanimously.  
City Attorney RFP Results
Administrator Robertson stated that we received zero formal RFP for the city attorney.  We did receive a phone call but the individual cannot make the council meetings due to a conflict with another city.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to re-bid.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packet there are memos from department heads who would like to hire.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Robert Venz at $11.31 per hour,for the police department part-time pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Anne Martinez at $7.84 per hour, as a part-time bartender pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Kenny Jacobs, Jr. at $7.60 per hour, as summer help for park and recreation, pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

Spring Clean-Up

City Clerk stated that the Spring Clean-up for Plainview will be Saturday, May 17th from 9-12.  Will need a couple of council members to volunteer.  Council members Sawyer and Pederson volunteered. 

Public Works Truck Update
Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he received the prices for the public works truck from the state.  He explained the difference in prices.  There was one for $138,038 which had a partial stainless steel box.  The other one was $145,357 that has a complete stainless steel box.  We had budgeted $130,000 and will go over with either choice.  Discussion was held regarding both vehicles.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the purchase of the public works truck with the completely stainless steel box for $145,357.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Garden Club

Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he had received a request from the Migrant Council looking for a site to have garden plots.  Discussion was held.  Public Works Director Burgdorf to check into what other cities charge, rules, liability, etc, and have a memo for the next council packet.
City Hall Resignation
Administrator Robertson stated that he would like the council to accept the resignation of Kim McHugh as office manager.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation of Kim McHugh.  Motion passed unanimously.

Update Ambulance Collections Contract
Ambulance Director Neumann stated that we should have an updated contract with ACP (Ambulance Claims Processing).  That is who we currently use to process our ambulance bills.  
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the contract upon review from Tom Canan.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Popcorn Stand
City Clerk stated that the Klassen’s would like to have their popcorn stand at the corner of the Liquor Store again this year from May 2008 to September 2008.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the Klassen’s request for a popcorn stand.  Motion passed unanimously.

Recess

Mayor Weaver asked for a recess until 7:00pm.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second for a recess at 6:50pm until 7:00 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver reconvened the City Council meeting at 7:00pm.
Litigation Settlement Statement

Administrator Robertson asked council to proceed with the litigation settlement statement.  Council agreed.  Jana Sullivan from the LMCIT stated to the council and the attendees about the litigation settlement from Sawyer vs. City of Plainview.  An agreement had been reached and a city official is required to read the statement, per the mediation settlement agreement.  City Clerk read statement.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Darlene Goergen stated that there is a need for more parking by the Senior Center, and could also use another handicap parking spot.  Public Works Director stated that this had been reviewed last year and couldn’t do it due to it was too late in the year.  The parking lot east of the library is being looked at by Tim Hruska of WHKS, who will be coming on Thursday or Friday.  Hope to have some prices and answers in two weeks.

NEW BUSINESS
Review Language for Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner
Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to schedule a first reading of the proposed language for the outdoor solid fuel burner.  Council member Pederson stated that he would prefer that it be advertised better, and would like more people to be aware and show up for discussion.  He also suggested that it be put in the City Corner.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to review this in two weeks.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review Language for Franchise Agreement
Administrator Robertson stated that this is quite a lengthy draft and maybe council would like more time to review and to revisit this in two weeks.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table this for two weeks.  Motion passed unanimously.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Administrator Robertson stated that there is an article in the council packets from the Post Bulletin regarding local cities that require landlords to conduct background checks on prospective renters.
City Clerk stated that in the middle of the month, we had to shut the water off at a residence due to an outstanding water bill.  Asked for permission to assess on taxes if not paid.  Council agreed.

Council member Eversman stated that the EDA would like to go ahead and hire a part-time EDA coordinator.  The wages would be paid by PADCO ($10,000), EDA ($10,000) and the city budget of ($8,000).  She also stated that she would like the position to have a job description.  Council member Pederson stated that he supports having an EDA coordinator and would like to see the city have their own employee versus using a firm like we had before.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Spring Clean-up Flyer
Ambulance Run Data Report from 01/01/08 to 03/31/08

Cash Investment information

Pool financial information revenue/expenditures

Plainview Ambulance Advisory Board

Findings of Fact regarding Variance Request for Three Rivers for Lots

Findings of Fact regarding Variance Request for Three Rivers for Lot Split

Copy of article regarding landlords conducting background checks

Copy of Synergem-EMS Field Reporting Contract package for laptop
Draft Ordinance for Outside Solid Wood Burners

Draft Ordinance for Franchise Communications Agreement

Copy of letters of 705.3.1 Placing Objects on Public Highways and photos

Copy of letter of 609.18.2 regarding setbacks and photos and letter from City Attorney

Notice of Plainview Area Migrant Council Quarterly Meeting

Information on Transmission Line Project Update

Information on Governor’s Fit City Program

Notice of “Join Hands” Day

Quarterly report for all departments

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

_________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Speical meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 3, 2008 at 9:00 am. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman 

Council Absent – none

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Stacy Montgomery, Marion Burgdorf, Gwen Ahern, Christina Hutchinson, 5 other visitors

POOL DISCUSSION
Michael Burgdorf, Public Works Director, gave a tour of the facility, including changing rooms, pump house, pool deck, and pool interior.  He explained the history of the structure, the nature of the repairs that are necessary, and needed fixes/modifications they would like to do in the future.  Following the tour, the council and citizens discussed the pool.
A citizen asked why the City needs to raise taxes to pay for a new pool; why couldn’t the City get enough money from user fees of the pool?  It was pointed out that the pool costs around $20,000 or $30,000 per year, after revenue, with most of the cost being in labor, supplies, and repairs.  It was also added that traditionally very few pools make money.

It was suggested that if the City does some major remodeling, they could consider adding a small (ramps 3 feet or less in height) skateboard park adjacent to the pool, that would be open during pool hours.
The idea of building a “pool in a pool” was discussed, including the fact that they could possibly build a portion of the pool for zero depth entry.  However, it would appear likely that the kiddie pool would be removed.

It was stated that with the new health and safety rules, if there is a “bathroom accident” in the pool, than the pool would need to be shut down for 24 hours.

Potential additions to the pool were brought up, including “water toadstools” and a slide.  It was noted, however, that some successful area pools, such as St. Charles, are so popular that local residents become frustrated because they can’t use them because of the high demand.
The ground water pressure was discussed.  It was pointed out that the pool has several “leaks” in it where outside ground water will enter the pool.  A “pool inside a pool” will alleviate this issue, as the current pool structure will be kept and used as a mold to form the new pool.

Michael Burgdorf offered to stay after the meeting and give a second tour of the pool to interested persons.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

_________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Steven Robertson, City Administrator

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman 

Council Absent – none

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none
Visitors:  Desi Foy, Fred Heaser, Jeff Fry, Rich Klees, Chad Jensen, Greg Neumann, Darold Heddlesten, Sue Kruger, Tom Haley, Cassie Harrington, Delvin Folkert
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- April 28, 2008 and May 3, 2008
Building Permits- 0
Bills-$89,101.54
Other Licenses/Permits-0
Department Head Reports- 0
MOTION: Council member Eversman stated that in the minutes for April 28th, that she was referring to the EMS program, not the laptop.  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner Proposed Ordinance
Administrator Robertson stated that he found a lot of information regarding this issue and the ordinance per council request to find more “factual information from non-biased sources”.  He also added that this ordinance is based on the City of Eyota.  The public hearing is to hear comments and concerns from others.  After much discussion from both sides of this issue, council decided to put together a committee to help draft an ordinance and to come back in 30 days.  The committee will consist of Tom Haley, Fred Heaser, Rich Klees and Chad Jensen.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to close the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Discuss Wind Power Ordinance

Cassie Harrington asked the council to consider putting together a task force regarding alernative energy.  Ms. Harrington stated that no council action needs to take place tonight; she just wanted to get this on the radar of the city.  She stated that she has also asked to be put on the agenda for the EDA and will be touching base with PADCO and others about their possible involement.  

Discuss Compost Site
Delvin Folkert stated that he had an idea regarding the compost/brush site.  His suggestion was to have a cement slab put in down there along with a wall.  He also suggested that the road be moved over more towars the church.  He stated he has no idea on the cost.  Administrator Robertson reminded council that this has been brought up before from the Public Works Director regarding concrete bunkers and the issue had been delayed until the council decided to move public works.  Based on results from citizen survey, it appeared that majority were not interested in relocating.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
New Hire (City Hall)

City clerk along with the interview committee and Police Chief recommend hiring Erin Loftus full time for the Office Manager Position.  Her wage is $13.11/hr.  For now, she will continue to work at the police department as well as the Office Manager.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to hire Erin Loftus full time.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Bid Recommendation 
Ambulance Director Greg Nuemann stated to council that after going through the bid from Road Rescue and using both options. (LED bar and second radio).  The cost of the new ambulance would be $113,500.00.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the bid for the new ambulance at $113,500.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review Language for Franchise Agreement
Administrator Robertson stated that this is similar to the one we have with US Cable.  Council member Pederson asked if anyone knew of the timeline for them to be up and running.  Administrator Robertson stated that he was not sure when they would be up and running.  
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion on Community Gardens
Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf had contacted Rochester regarding their rules and regulations concerning community gardens.  Discussion was held regarding the proposed location.  Council decided to deny this location at 10th Street SW, and if there is enough interest, they would consider another site.
Cable Franchise Letter from US Cable

Administrator Robertson stated that the city received a letter from US Cable asking for renewal of franchise dated out until April 11, 2018.  The current franchise will expire on April 11, 2011.  After discussion, council decided not to renew the franchise agreement that far out.

City Council Meeting Date Change (Memorial Day)

Administrator Robertson stated that the next council meeting falls on a holiday and we would need to reschedule the meeting.  After discussion, the next council meeting will be on Tuesday, May 27th at 7:00pm.  
Discuss City Letter to Residents

Administrator Robertson told the council that he had some samples of letters to residents that he acquired from other cities.  He stated that it would take a lot of work to do the letter, but he thought as a courtesy to residents as a reminder of some of the rules and regulations, possibly sending it out in the spring and/or winter.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to have city staff send out a letter to residents.  Motion passed.  Opposed:  Pederson.

COUNCIL COMMENT
Administrator Robertson asked council if they would like to approve the nuisance letters before he sends them out.  Council stated no.  
Council member Sawyer asked about the cleaning contract at the ambulance and how much that cost.  Ambulance Director Neumann stated they pay $100.00 per month.

He also asked if Nancy Richardson was being paid the same wage as when she left.  Administrator Robertson stated yes and that Nancy will be finished with her part by May 31st.
He also asked about the brush and compost site, whether or not the contract had been signed.  City clerk stated that there are two different contracts for the compost site, and she had just finished typing the other one today.

Council member Peterson stated he would like to give two thumbs up for the Blue Bell Festival and hopes they will have it again next year.  Thank you to Joe.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from WHKS regarding parking lot

EPA information regarding Outdoor Wood-Burning Furnaces

Rochester garden plot information

Examples of letters to residents 

Letter from resident regarding activities for teens

Letter to resident regarding City Code sections 705.3.1 & 705.4.3

Letter to resident regarding the need for a building permit

Letter to two residents regarding City Code section 605.3

Letter to three residents regarding City Code section 704.5.2 & 605.4
Letter to contractor regarding storm water management controls

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Cindy Eversman 

Council Absent –Richard Sawyer

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to add new hires for the ambulance and another donation.
MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 3, 2008 and May 12, 2008
Building Permits- 7
Bills-$112,413.67
Other Licenses/Permits-0

Department Head Reports- Library
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

NEW  BUSINESS
New Hire (Public Works)

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf recommended hiring Jason Radke to fill the full time vacancy in the Public Works Department.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the hiring of  Jason Radke pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

EDA Director
Administrator Robertson stated that the EDA and PADCO would like to advertise for a part time EDA Coordinator.  No benefits would be included except for the ones that are mandated.  
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve advertisement of this part-time position.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donation from Fire Relief Association
City Clerk stated that the Fire Relief Association had donated $1500.00 for the dugouts at Eckstein Field.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Peterson second to approve the donation of $1500.00 from the Fire Relief Association.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donation for Police Department
City Clerk stated that the Police Department had received a donation from First National Bank for $1070.10 to be used towards a bicycle.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the donation from First National Bank.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires (Ambulance)
Ambulance Director Greg Neumann recommended hiring of Chris Evanson and Theresa De Rienzo as EMT’s.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the hiring of the EMT’s pending background and drug test.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Discussion was held regarding the library parking lot.  Had received an estimate for about $12,350.  Going to ask the Chamber to put something in their newsletter asking downtown business’ employees to park elsewhere.
Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from WHKS regarding parking lot

Plainview Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Letter from Minnesota House of Representatives regarding special levies

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Cindy Eversman, Richard Sawyer

Council Absent – none

City Administrator – absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 27, 2008

Building Permits-11

Bills-$127,544.74

Other Licenses/Permits- 10

Department Head Reports- Library

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS
New Hires (Pool)
City Clerk stated that the Pool Director would like to hire 4 new people.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hiring of Megan Pick, Megan Norton, Jacqueleen Olson, and Ethan Carlson, pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hire (Ambulance)
Ambulance Director Greg Neumann recommended hiring of Michael Buss as an EMT per memo.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hiring of Michael Buss as an EMT, pending background and drug test.

City Letter to Residents
City clerk asked council if they had any comments regarding the city letter that will be sent to residents soon.  Several items were discussed.  City Clerk noted the areas and will pass the information off to the City Administrator.

Pool Vendor Information

Public Works Director Burgdorf shared with the council two proposals for a preliminary study for the pool.  Public Works Director Burgdorf recommended going with USAquatics.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to go with USAquatics to get some numbers for a new pool and to re-furbish the existing pool.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Council member Eversman asked about the property at 4th & 5th Avenue NE regarding a camper.
Council member Sawyer asked about the property at 120 E. Broadway.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that a lot of letters were sent out last week.

City Clerk asked council about a city attorney.  Council wishes were to have someone attend at least one meeting a month.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Plainview Public Library Circulation Monthly Statistics for the month of May 2008
Copy of Wabasha County Planning commission notice

Copy of Draft newsletter to residents

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 23, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman

City Administrator –  Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- June 9, 2008

Building Permits-19

Bills-$118,935.64

Other Licenses/Permits- none

Department Head Reports- none

Council member Sawyer asked about the Embarq phone bill regarding  the pool, shed, and warming house.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that the pool phone is put on vacation for six months, and that phones in those locations are needed.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Ambulance Resignation

Administrator Robertson  stated that a recent EMT that was hired, Kristopher Clark, has turned in his resignation.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation of Kristopher Clark from the ambulance.  Motion passed unanimously.
Ambulance Donations
The Ambulance Department received two donations from grants.  One grant was for $1000.00 from the Wal-Mart Foundation, and the second grant was for $10,000.00 from the Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve both grants for the ambulance department.   Motion passed unanimously.  Council members also wished to thank the individuals that had helped with the writing of the grants.
Cemetery Walk
Administrator Robertson stated that the Plainview Area History Center would like permission to hold its fifth annual Cemetery Walk at Greenwood Cemetary on Saturday, June 28th.  

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the cemetery walk at Greenwood Cemetery.  Motion passed unanimously.
Sunday Liquor Question

Administrator Robertson stated that Dave Kaupa has asked City staff about the process of getting Sunday on-sale for Kim’s Saloon.  Administrator Robertson stated that Sunday on-sale is allowed only after authorization by voter approval at a general or special election.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Sunday on-sale liquor question to be put on the ballot for this year’s election.  Motion passed unanimously.

Information from LMC Conference (Task Force, Council Code of Ethics)
Administrator Robertson stated that he had attended a session regarding Council Code of Ethics and placed some written material in the council packets.  He asked council if there was any interest in this topic.  Council stated yes and Administrator Robertson stated he would start t o work on it.
Council member Pederson stated that he attended several good sessions at the conference and shared some information regarding ‘Marketing Our “Community”.  This involves putting together a steering committee and a number of tasks forces, each concentrating efforts on their area of interest.  After some discussion, Council member Pederson asked council for a motion to approve this and he would like to speak with the Chamber and PADCO and the EDA and let them know that the council is on board with this.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve this task force.  Motion passed unanimously.  
COUNCIL COMMENT

Council member Sawyer asked when we would have information regarding the cost of the pool.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that we will have some information by the August 11th meeting.  
Discussion was then held regarding a change in the ordinance for weeds, Section 311.4.  The council has interest in improving the timeline for treating weed nuisances. 

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to have a public hearing for possible ordinance change.

Discussion was also held regarding delinquent water/sewer bills, and more discussion will follow at the next meeting.

Council member Peterson stated that his council term is up this year and that he is planning to run for Mayor.

Administrator Robertson stated that the newsletter is finished and hopes to have it in the mail this week.  Any additional comments or additions he would like to be turned in by Wednesday.  

He also stated that he has been working with the Ambulance Director, ambulance volunteers and Advisory Board on some policies for the ambulance and that he hopes to have that be completed by one of the council meetings in July.
Administrator Robertson also asked council for their wishes regarding our Transient business license application whether or not to have on there current certificate of liability insurance.  After discussion, council stated that item will be required.
Administrator Robertson stated that the city clerk has been checking around for some dental insurance that the employees would pay, if an employee could use the 125.00 payment for dependent insurance coverage.  After discussion, council stated that should be used for health insurance only.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copy of newsletter to residents

Copy of Transient Business license application with information from city code

Community Center attendance for April & May 2008

Plainview Area Migrant Council flyer for Festival for June 27, 2008

Information on liquor licenses from city code and Minnesota Statues, 
Election questions information from the LMC Handbook regarding liquor

Letter from Tim Penny regarding SMIF meeting on July 16, 2008

Historic Bluff Country letter regarding Crisis Grant donation

Information and invoice from Minnesota Association of Small Cities 
Letter to eight different residents regarding Weeds and Grass, Section 311 of the Plainview City Code

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – none

City Administrator –  Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Ed Jacobs, Rich Klees, Elizabeth & Alfred Lais, Dean Harrington, John Coons, Greg Neumann, Tracy Gulbranson, Michael Hutchison, Randy Doughty, Tim Schneider

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to add three additional items under new business.  New hire for public works, loudspeaker permit, and donated sick leave. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- June 23, 2008

Building Permits-20

Bills-$338,206.47

Other Licenses/Permits- 3

Department Head Reports- none

Council member Sawyer asked if a building permit was issued for 360 2nd Street SW.   It looks like they are doing some cement and fence work.  Administrator Robertson to check into it after the meeting.
MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed.  Mayor Weaver abstained.
PUBLIC HEARINGS – FIRST READINGS OF ORDINANCES
Fiberoptic Franchise
Discussion was held about the fiberoptic franchise ordinance.  Council member Sawyer stated that they should be charged the franchise fee of 5% and it shouldn’t be waived.  Administrator Robertson stated that the EDA would like to make some sort of incentive package, to bring business to town.  The EDA can make recommendations to the council but it is council’s decision.  It will be discussed at the next EDA meeting. Council member Pederson asked if there had been a date set as to when they would be operational.  Administrator Robertson stated nothing has been set in stone yet, but probably winter of 2008-2009.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf stated that he has a concern about this.  His concern is that this group is hard on locators, numerous locates all over town and has not given locators enough time, example would be 40 locates on a Monday.  The second reading will be on July 28th.
Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner
Discussion was held regarding the outdoor solid fuel burner.  Chimney heights, various distance from other residents, EPA orange tags, who will be enforcing the ordinance, and gravity boxes.  The volunteer committee will get together and put these suggestions and ideas for a revised ordinance.  Council member Eversman volunteered to help. This will be continued on July 28th.
Weed and Grass (Change Notice requirements)
Administrator Robertson stated that the Mayor of the city is the weed inspector and Public Works Director Burgdorf is considered the assistant weed inspector.  Due to repeat offenders and the amount of staff time, it has been suggested to send one certified notice per calendar year per residence.  This will be addressed again at the July 28th meeting.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Alfred and Elizabeth Lais approached the council with a letter and had asked for $1000.00 reimbursement for costs that they paid to seal off an opening into the drain. Public Works Director Burgdorf said generally when they televise; they do not go all the way to the main.  Al stated that he watched them televise both times and they went to the main both times.  After discussion, this item will be tabled until further investigation of video tapes and will be discussed at the next council meeting if we get the information that is needed for review.  
Water Conservation Task Force committee member Dean Harrington, stated to the council that the task force would like to present a budget to the council to be used to hold a meeting  to get the residents more involved.  Other suggestions that the committee came up with was smaller increments on the water bills to show the usage in smaller than thousand gallons.  Show each resident with a comparison of this month to last year at this time.  Some sort of financial incentive.  Council members encourage the water conservation and commend the task force committee for all their efforts.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Water Shut-offs

City clerk stated that out of approximately 85 past dues, 32 were still past due.  Council agreed to go ahead with the shut-offs and certifying to county if necessary.
Fire Department Pumper and Building
Rich Klees and Ed Jacobs from the Fire Department stated that the city pumper needed to get repaired and had asked council if it would be ok to us the UBF fund that was set aside for the sprinkler for the building ($10,000.00).  

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to use the UBF fund that we set aside for the sprinkler to pay for the repair bill.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ed Jacobs the Fire Chief explained to the council the need for an addition for the truck bay.  Right now, we have two trucks in one bay, and will need room for the new truck and for the four-wheeler, boat, and trailer.  There is space to the west for the addition.  Looking at approximately $135,000.00 for the addition and that is hopefully the high end due to the cost of steel.  Council generally agreed to the proposal.
Screening Military and Collector Vehicles
Administrator Robertson stated that a resident had inquired about screening military and collector vehicles and wanted to know what the city code is about this. The state statue states that  the city has the option—it “may” do this.  City Council agreed.
Recess at 8:25pm.  Called back to order at 8:35 pm.  

NEW BUSINESS
Proposed Ambulance Policy Update
Ambulance Director Greg Neumann stated that there had been several different policies and they have condensed them all down and came up with this one policy.  Would like council to review it and take action at the next council meeting.  Discussion was held.  This policy to be looked at the next council meeting and would hope to have passed.  Any questions should be directed at the Ambualnce Director Neumann.
  Agreement between City of Elgin and City of Plainview Regarding Volunteer Ambulance Service 
Discussion was held about this agreement.  This agreement has been in place for a couple of years and nothing has changed.  Question was asked about whether or not our city is also covered during this time.   Ambulance Director Neumann stated that it would be Monday – Friday 6:00am -6:00 pm.  This agreement expires on July 25th.  Council asked Ambulance Director to get some figures together to bring to the next meeting.
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve this agreement.  Motion passed.  Pederson opposed.

Improving Utility Collection Process
Administrator Robertson stated that city staff has not had time to work on this yet and will have something put together to discuss at an upcoming meeting.

City Council Code of Ethics 
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packets are some sample policies from other cities and would like council to review them and more discussion can be held at the next meeting.

Crime Free Rental Housing Ordinance
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packets are some samples from other cities.  He asked council to review them and more discussion will be held at a later meeting.  
Preliminary Discussion on 2009 Department Budgets

Administrator Robertson stated that department heads were looking for some guidance for preparing 2009 budgets.  He stated that for the next three years we need to follow the levy limits.  Council decided for now to budget for wages, insurance and fuel.

City Hall Resignation
Administrator Robertson stated that there was a resignation in city hall.  The office manager is still going to work part-time at the police department.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation of Erin Loftus as office manager.  Motion passed unanimously.

Temporary Liquor Licenses (Corn on the Cob Days)
City clerk asked council to approve a temporary liquor licenses for the American Legion and the Plainview Fireman’s Relief Association for August 17, 2008.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the two temporary liquor licenses.  Motion passes unanimously.

EDA New Hire
Council member Eversman stated that the EDA committee (Rob Ebin, Richard Sawyer, and Cindy Eversman),  would like to recommend the hiring of Judith Jorden as the Economic Director at $18.00 per hour for 24 hours per week.  Administrator Robertson to get a contract together for council and EDA to review.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hiring of Judith Jorden pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Works New Hire
Administrator Robertson stated that Public Works Director Burgdorf would like to hire Kyle Iverson part-time at $7.60 per hour.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Kyle Iverson part-time pending background and drug test.  Motion passed unanimously.

Loudspeaker Permit 

City clerk stated that Steve Hinrichs at 535 5th Street NE would like approval for a loudspeaker permit for July 18, 2008 for a block party.  Discussion was held.  Music to be off at 11:00pm.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the loudspeaker permit.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donated Sick Leave
Administrator Robertson stated that in our policy handbook it states that we need council approval for donated sick leave.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the donation of sick leave to another employee.  Motion passed unanimously.
COUNCIL COMMENT

Council member Sawyer asked about the orientation process and reviewing the personnel policies.  He stated that he felt all departments need to go through the manual.
He also asked if anyone had been in touch with Rochester Bus lines regarding the weight.  Administrator Robertson had stated he had not been in touch with anyone, on this topic recently.  

He had also brought up about the parking on the streets by the school.  Mayor Weaver stated he hasn’t been able to get anywhere with the superintendent regarding this issue.

Council member Sawyer also stated that he felt we should get a plaque for Rich Klees for all the years that he was fire chief.  Council agreed to get Rich a plaque.

Council member Sawyer also asked for a drug officer report for the area.

Administrator Robertson stated that we are still looking for a city attorney, maybe changing the nights of our council meetings would help.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copy of payment schedule from Minnesota Public Facilities Authority
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation request for contribution of $1000.00

Information from the Department of Revenue regarding Levy limits

Letter to three different residents regarding Weeds and Grass, Section 311 of the Plainview City Code

Letter from State Auditor Office regarding “Best Practices Review:  Reducing Energy Costs in Local Government”

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 28, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – Richard Sawyer

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Tim Hruska, Greg Neumann, Michael Hutchison

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to add three additional items under new business.  New purchase policy, AWAIR program, and school parking.
MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 14, 2008

Building Permits-3
Bills-$320,529.63
Other Licenses/Permits- 2
Department Head Reports- none

MOTION: Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARINGS – SECOND READINGS OF ORDINANCES

Weed and Grass (Change Notice requirements)
Administrator Robertson stated that the Mayor of the city is the weed inspector and Public Works Director Burgdorf is considered the assistant weed inspector, this reflects state statue.  Due to repeat offenders and the amount of staff time, it has been suggested to send one certified notice per calendar year per property.  There was discussion regarding this issue.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to amend Ordinance 8.05 to one notice per calendar year.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Fiberoptic Franchise
Discussion was held about the fiberoptic franchise ordinance.  Administrator Robertson stated that he has scheduled a meeting with the EDA and would like council to hear their recommendation first before a decision is made.  Council agreed to table this until the EDA has a chance to review it.
Outdoor Solid Fuel Burners

Fred Heaser stated that he had asked for more information from other cities.  Several cities have banned them, some allow them but with stronger wording.  The recommendation of the committee is to continue with the moratorium and to extend it if needed, until we have an attorney on board to review.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to table this until an attorney has time to review.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council member Peterson commended the committee on the good efforts that was put in to this.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No one at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Sewer Televising Question
Tim Hruska from WHKS stated that the tapes were reviewed from the Lais property.  When televising, can only go so far and then after a subsequent inspection, found that the sewer line had been connected to the sub-drain.  A letter had been sent to the Lais’ stating a violation of the sump pump ordinance and they were given a couple of options on how to fix the problem.  After discussion, council agreed that this issue should be between the plumber and the Lais’.
EDA Director Contract
Discussion was held regarding the contract.  Council member Eversman questioned the days listed.  Administrator Robertson stated that can be up to the EDA.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Peterson second to approve the contract for the EDA Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

Proposed Ambulance Policy Update

Discussion was held.  Administrator Robertson stated that two more changes were made: 1)  If suspension extends nine months, then terminated, 2) Weekend call coverage.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the ambulance policy with the two changes and effective August 1, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Elgin Ambulance Service Contract Cost Recovery Discussion

Ambulance Director Greg Neumann stated that he ran some figures and has an estimate of the cost for coverage.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to have the ambulance director and the city administrator to communicate with the mayor from Elgin and the ambulance director (Dave).  Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss City Council Code of Ethics
Administrator Robertson asked the council to review the samples that were in the packet and this item to be tabled until next meeting.

Crime Free Rental Housing Ordinance
Administrator Robertson stated that there are sample ordinances in the packet for their review and to be discussed at a later meeting.
Corn on the Cob Days Street Closing Request
Administrator Robertson stated that Joel Eggenberger had asked for permission to close the street like they have in the past.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the closing of the street for Corn of the Cob Days.  Motion passed unanimously.

Joint Powers Police Coverage for GOP Convention in St. Paul
Administrator Robertson stated that he had been going over the contract and his concerns  are that if an officer got hurt, the city’s workers compensation would have to cover the officer and the officers are to be paid time and a half, but if St. Paul runs out of money, then we would have to pay it all.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second pending attorney approval of the contract, to let our police officers be a part of this from September 1-4, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Resignation (Police)
Administrator Robertson stated that Tim Irwin has turned in his resignation for August 20, 2008.  Council thanked Tim for his years of service.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation of Tim Irwin from the police department.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council member Eversman asked if exit interviews are being done, and if not, we should be doing this.

Resolution for Election Judges
City Clerk asked council to approve the resolution for election judges for the September 9 and November 4 elections for 2008.  She stated that she would like to add two other people to the list, Jean Diel and Gayle Walz.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the resolution for election judges.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss Ideas for Improving Utility Collection Process
Discussion was held regarding improving utility collection process.  City Clerk and City Administrator explained the amount of time it takes staff.  We would like to recommend carrying over one billing cycle and if not paid to send one notice requesting payment within seven days at noon or water will be shut off.  Will have a public hearing at the next meeting regarding this issue.
City Attorney
Administrator Robertson stated that Fred Suhler, Jr.,  from Rochester who is also the attorney for Chadfield, Eyota, and Oronoco was recommended by Tom Canan and suggested to council to hire him for six months..  Mr. Suhl has a conflict on Monday evenings, Chatfield meets the same night as our council does.  Discussion was held.  Some suggestions were having a work session and have the attorney be present at that meeting.  Also discussed was the possibility of switching the night of council meetings.  Council member Peterson stated that he would like to have him present at the regular council meeting at least once a month.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the six month contract with Fred Suhler, Jr., and that he would attend a work session and would be paid a monthly retainer of six hundred dollars a month beginning August 1, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Purchasing Policy
Administrator Robertson stated that in 2001 council had approved a purchasing policy.  He stated that state statue has changed.  The State Auditors Office has released some of the changes and he would like council to review them.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to table this until the next council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
AWAIR Program 

Administrator Robertson stated that the city needs to have this program in place.  AWAIR stands for “A Workplace Accident And Injury Reduction program”.  It pertains to the safety of employees and he would like council to review it and discuss it in two weeks.  

School Parking

Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he came up with several different ideas that can be done up there.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had met with the new superintendent today and he had expressed the city’s concerns regarding this issue.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council member Eversman asked if any discussion has been done regarding the bus and the church parking lot.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had been in contact with the bus company and they will be looking at different routes.    It was going good until 2nd Avenue NW was torn up and the bus had changed the route.
Council member Pederson had asked when we would have information regarding the pool.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that the information will be here by August 11th meeting.  He also asked if anyone had any more information regarding a water tower and Lakeside Foods.  Public Works Director stated that we should have some information by the next meeting.  Council member Pederson also asked if any more has been done regarding a site for public works.  He suggested hiring a realtor and having them find something.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he would like to see a decision made also, because there is money set aside for bunkers out of the UBF fund and does not want to spend the money if in a couple of years are going to relocate.  Council member stated that Lake City has built a new public works garage and it looks very nice.  Council member Pederson also asked about putting together a citizen volunteer committee for a community garden for next year.  He would like to see an article in the paper regarding this.  Administrator Robertson stated that one of the City Corner articles had discussed this issue and there had been no response.  Council member Pederson also stated that he had attended a meeting in Wabasha regarding a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  He would like to see a few more people from town to be on the committee also.  

City Clerk stated that we would be conducting interviews for the office manager on Tuesday, August 5.

Administrator Robertson stated that on September 15, there will be mandatory training for all city employees regarding “A respectful workplace/sexual harassment”.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copy of payment schedule from Minnesota Public Facilities Authority

Copy of City of Plainview Purchasing Policy

Sample copy of AWAIR program

Copy of EDA Director Employment Contract

Notice of Plainview Area Migrant Council Quarterly Meeting

Article from LMC Minnesota Cities Magazines regarding Water & Sewer payment for rental properties
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – Lee Peterson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Deputy Clerk- Peg Tentis

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Jackie Pederson, Mary Olson, Jeff Fry, Steve Sawyer, Tami Sawyer, Cindy McHugh, Gwen Ahern, Marian Burgdorf, Barb Stoltz, Robin Holst, Cassie Harrington, Stacy Montgomery, Betsy Munsch and Judy Schwantz.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to add three additional items under unfinished business:  Fire Relief Donation, EDA Loans and Street Quotes.
MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 28, 2008

Building Permits-10
Bills-$189373.06
Other Licenses/Permits- 0
Department Head Reports- 1
MOTION: Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf presented information on the preliminary pool study. Questions were asked of where the money would come from and what the cost would be to homeowners. Discussion of fund raising, grants, and special election for pool referendum took place.   Councilperson Sawyer asked for an additional pool study, to which Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf stated that USAquatics was the firm that the Council appointed two months ago.  Councilperson Sawyer was concerned that three months would not be enough time to educate the voters on the pool, and wanted to table it until early next year.  The other members of the City Council generally agreed.  Councilperson Pederson suggested that the City invite citizens to join a task force to help design options for a future pool.
MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to form a Volunteer Committee to evaluate pool design options. Motion passed unanimously.
Pool Committee will be Cassie Harrington, Betsy Munsch, Stacy Montomery, Gwen Ahern, Steve Sawyer, Tami Sawyer, Cindy McHugh , Robin Holst, Michael Burgdorf and Vince Welch.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Variance Request to Build Structure Within Side Setback in an R-1 Zone.

Jeff and Amy Fry of 400 East Broadway request to build a new detached garage.  Jeff Fry presented information on his request.  Councilperson Jim Pederson shared information from the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.
Mayor Weaver asked for public comments. 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve variance request based on the findings of fact from the Planning Commission. Motion passed unanimously.
Utility Billing (Change Payment Requirements/Dates).
Administrator Robertson presented proposed ordinance for utility billing.  He explained that he and the City Clerk reviewed different options, but generally speaking City staff were trying to write an ordinance that blanced the needs of the public water system versus the rights of individual water users.  There was discussion and public comment regarding this ordinance. Mayor Weaver asked that this information be put in the City Corner.  This was the first reading of the proposed ordinance. 
Mayor Weaver asked for public comments. 

Fiberoptic Franchise 
Discussion was held about the fiberoptic franchise ordinance  Councilpersons Sawyer and Eversman shared information on this issue from the previous EDA meeting.  City Administrator Robertson also stated that the EDA was suggestion two options, based on economic information from Mainstreet Communication.  As of yet, no information had been recieived.
Mayor Weaver asked for public comments. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to table ordinance for two weeks, due to no financial information. Motion passed unanimously.

Outdoor Solid Fuel Burners 
Administrator Robertson presented memo from city attorney reviewing his legal advice on the lawfulness of restricting outdoor solid fuel burners. 
Mayor Weaver asked for public comments.  Barb Stoltz stated that she thought fire pits were just as bad.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that fire pits typically do not burn 24 hours a day, every day, for four months during the cold months.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Weaver second to ban outdoor fuel burners. Opposed Pederson and Everman.  Motion failed.
MOTION:  Pederson moved to approve the current ordinance in the City Council packet.  Motion failed for lack of a second.
City Adminstrator offered to submit two different ordinance options for City Council review and discussion at the next meeting.
Change City Council Meeting Dates

Discussion of changing council meeting dates or keeping the same dates and adding a council work/session so the city attorney can be present.  It was noted that Councilperson Lee Peterson could not attend the first Monday of the month, whereas the City Attorney could only attend the first Monday.   Cindy Eversman suggested the option of having a third meeting at a special date would work best for the City, and if it doesn’t work out, they can always go back to just having the two meetings.
Mayor Weaver asked for public comments. 
Motion will be voted on the next council meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Adopt AWAIR Program
Discussion was held regarding training, employees and work schedules form implementing the AWAIR Program. 

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adopt the AWAIR Program. Motion passed unanimously.

RNC Convention in St. Paul
Discussion was held concerning the RNC Convention and some of police department attending.  City Adminstrator Robertson stated that the Council motion was to approve the contract, pending our City Attorney reviewing it.
Crime Free Rental Housing Ordinance and Code of Ethics
Administrator Robertson gave the council information to review.  He stated that this is just draft language based off of ordinances from other cities and that there is no one right way.  If the City Council wanted to change the wording, they are welcome to.
Fire Relief Donation

Donation from Plainview Firefighters Relief Association for $6,750.00 Donation for Air Apparatus.
MOTION: Sawyer moved. Pederson second to accept the Fire Relief Donation. Motion passed unanimously.

EDA Loans

Discussion was held concerning EDA Loans.  The City Administrator suggested that the City transfer about $24,000 from the general fund to the EDA fund and assume the EDA’s remaining principal with the $300,000 Haley Comfort System Loan.  He stated that this would make the accounting a little easier because staff would not need to break out interested payments 93%/7% between the City and EDA.  In addition, the EDA would be able to use the $24,000 immediately to put it back into their loan fund for other loans.  The City Council wanted to table the suggestion until the next meeting.
Street Quotes

Michael Burgdorf presented information on resurfacing of 5th Avenue NE. One quote was received on August 11, 2008 from Shamrock Enterprises. He requested that money from sidewalk fund ($10,000) will be used toward this project.
MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Street Quote Proposal. Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
New Hire Liquor Store
Administrator Robertson stated that Liquor Store Manager Don Hall would like to hire Cindi Becker as a part-time bartender at $7.84 per hour.
MOTION:   Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve part-time bartender Cindi Becker at $7.84 per hour pending background check and drug testing. Motion passed unanimously.
Administrator Robertson also stated that Sara Heise former full-time bartender will be staying on part-time at her current wage.

Garages and Accessory Structure Information
Information only.  No action was requested; City staff simply wanted to ensure that the City Council understood how the garage limitations (square footage) were figured.
Water Conservation Information
Discussion on water and sewer rates.  Generally speaking, the City Council agreed that it would be best to have a small increase every year or two versus a large increase every 5 to 10 years.  The City Council requested more detailed financial information at the next meeting.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Administrator Robertson reminded council of Summer Picnic that will be held on Tuesday, August 12th. 
Councilperson Pederson presented information about the Hazard Litigation Plan Meeting he attended in Wabasha.
Meeting recessed at 8:35 pm.

Meeting resumed at 8:45pm.

2007 Audit Presentation
Abdo, Eick & Meyers presented the draft 2007 audit. Discussion was held. 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.
________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Peg Tentis/Deputy Clerk
Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 25, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent

Deputy Clerk- Peg Tentis

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, Joseph Sullivan, Kathie Roussopoulos, Lilly Wiste, Ray Wiste, Greg Neumann, Donna Neumann. Chris McCaleb, Joe Schmit, Judith Jordan, and TimSchneider.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 11, 2008

Building Permits-11
Bills-$103124.56
Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- 0
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda.  Voting in favor, Everman, Peterson, Pederson and Weaver. Against Sawyer.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Joe Sullivan from Flahery & Hood Law Firm gave a presentation for the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities.
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Utility Billing (Change payment Requirements /Dates).

There was discussion from council regarding this ordinance. It was decided to table this until council could talk to the city attorney.
Change City Council Meeting Dates

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the amended ordinance 202.1 Regular Council Meetings will be held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month and an additional meeting will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Motion passed unanimously.
Fiberoptic Franchise 

No action taken.

Outdoor Solid Fuel Burners 
Discussion held by citizens and council. No action taken, will discuss with city attorney.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Discuss Crime Free Rental Housing Ordinance
No action taken, tabled until next meeting.
Discuss City Code of Ethics
MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to accept the Fire Draft for the Code of Ethics. Motions passed unanimously.
Amended City Purchase Policy

No action taken, no information in council packet.

City and PADCO Property on 10th Street SW

No action taken.
EDA Loans

Discussion was held concerning EDA Loans.  Asked to be added to the agenda for Sept. 8, 2008.
NEW BUSINESS
New Hire City Hall
MOTION:   Pederson moved, Peterson second to hiring Mari Claire Schneider as Office Manger at the wage of $11.40 per hour, step 1, pending background check and drug testing. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilperson Eversman asked if this would present any conflict of interest with the police department. Deputy Clerk Peg Tentis stated that Mari Claire would not be doing anything for the police department.
New Hire Public Works Assistant
MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to hire Shane Loftus as Public Works Assistant at the wage of $16.86 per hour, step 4.5, pending drug testing. Motion passed unanimously.
New Hire Ambulance Crew
MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to hire Ms. Toni Hanson for the Ambulance Crew, pending background check and drug testing. Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss Preliminary Property Tax Levy for 2009

Information only, no action taken. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilperson Everman asked about the compost area and if the city is going to cement that area. Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said the city is waiting to see what is going to happen with that area.
Councilperson Sawyer asked when the blacktopping would take place in the 5th Avenue NW area. Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said it would be within the next two weeks.
Councilperson Pederson brought up information about Wind-Turbines and asked that the city get involved in this. (MN Wind Energy). He will ask to have information sent to the city.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:34pm.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Peg Tentis/Deputy Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – Lee Peterson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, , Kathie Roussopoulos, TimSchneider, Peg Tentis, Kelly McMillin, Kevin Kuhlmeier, Erin Loftus, Larry Fix, Mark Brown, Ken Douglas, Don & Joan Gorden, Randy Doughty.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 25, 2008

Building Permits-4
Bills-$101,767.41
Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- 0

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Donald and Joan Gordon stated that they are requesting a variance to build a structure closer to the front lot line than allowed in a R-1 district (11 feet instead of the 25 foot minimum setback).  Administrator Robertson stated that the Gordon’s had attended a planning commission meeting and the planning commission recommended approved the variance.  Council member Pederson stated that he had attended the meeting also and when lined up with other properties on the same street, all were very close.  Discussion was held.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the variance for the Gordons.  Voting in favor:  Pederson, Eversman, Weaver.  Against: Sawyer.  Motion passed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Preliminary Property Tax Levy for 2009

Administrator Robertson and City Clerk stated that staff recommends an increase in the tax levy for what the state will allow. The maximum levy increase is a 3% increase over the current levy.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the preliminary property tax levy for 2009 to $1,181,736.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Shut-Offs
City Clerk asked stated that approximately 70 accounts had received notices.  There still were around 50 that had not responded.  Requesting water shut-offs on Thursday. 
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve water shut-offs for unpaid bills.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Truth in Taxation Hearing
City Clerk asked council to pick a date to hold the Truth in Taxation Hearing.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hearing on Monday, December 8, 2008 at 6:00pm.  Motion passed unanimously.


EDA Loan Transfer
Administrator Robertson asked council to consider transferring the loan principal to the City from EDA on a joint $300,000 loan that had been given to Haley Comfort Systems.  The transfer would be $24,000.00 from the general fund to the EDA, with the understanding that from this point forward, all the returning interest and principal would be placed in the City’s capital fund.  City Clerk stated that discussion had been held with the auditors regarding this and they thought it was a good idea.  Discussion was held.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the transfer of $24,000.00 from the general fund to the EDA.  Voting in favor:  Pederson, Eversman, Weaver.  Against: Sawyer.  Motion passed.

Referendum Language

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like approval of the language that will go on the ballot for Sunday On-Sale liquor sales.  He stated that the language came from the City attorney.  Council needs to make a decision tonight; county needs it by the end of the week.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the language for the ballot for Sunday On-Sale liquor sales.  Motion passed unanimously.

Administrator Robertson also asked council to consider a second referendum for the expansion/relocation of the public works garage.  Discussion was held.  Council decided without some hard numbers, it would be hard to put on ballot.  This item has been tabled.

NEW BUSINESS
Sidewalk Policy
Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that council had a copy of the sidewalk inspection and maintenance policy in their packets.  Discussion was held.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the sidewalk inspection and maintenance policy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Nursing Home Funds
Administrator Robertson stated that after this topic had been brought up at the last council meeting he did some research.  In the council packets, are copies of minutes and some numbers from the audits.  Discussion was held.  Pederson moved that all money from the nursing home go into an account for the EDA.  Motion failed for lack of a second.  

Windpower
Council member Pederson shared some information that he had received at a meeting regarding the benefits to windpower and would like to see the City do something like this.  He stated that he would like the council to be aware and supportive of this.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilperson Sawyer asked about the parking at the school, if anything has been done about that yet.  

Councilperson Eversman asked about if there has been any progress regarding the bus routes.

Administrator Robertson asked if anyone from council could work at the fall clean-up on October 4, 2008, from 9-12.  Pederson and Weaver volunteered.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Executive workshop of Plainview City Council was called to order September 16, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – Jim Pederson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – Fred Suhler, Jr.

Visitors:  Fred Heaser 

Mayor Weaver and council members welcomed Fred Suhler, Jr., as our new city attorney.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

Utility Billing Ordinance
Discussion was held regarding Ordinance number 08-04, regarding disconnection and NSF checks.  There was general agreement that this was an appropriate amendment to the City Code.  Decision to be made at the next regular scheduled council meeting.
Fiberoptic Franchise
Discussion was held regarding Ordinance number 08-03, regarding the Cable Communications Franchise.  There was general discussion on how to address the request to return a portion of the franchise fees to Mainstreet Communication.  Decision to be made at the next regular scheduled council meeting.

Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner
Discussion was held regarding the three versions of the proposed ordinance.  There was general discussion about the rights of property owners to own these devices versus the rights of neighbors to not be adversely affected by smoke/discharge.  Conversation included limiting the expansion of new devices while allowing existing ones to stay in operation, pending some inspection process.  Discussion will continue at the next regular scheduled council meeting.
Crime Free Rental Housing Ordinance
Discussion was held regarding this proposed ordinance.  It was the consensus of the council to continue to work on this proposed ordinance.
City Council Code of Ethics

Discussion was held about this item.  It had been suggested to have a shorter version, guidelines for council members to follow, address what conflicts of interest could be, and possibly incorporate it into the city personnel policy manual.  Other suggestions were to have elected officials attend the LMC training that is offered every year and maybe staff could give newly elected officials some handouts.
Other Topics of Discussion

Fire Department Pumper Specs

Administrator Robertson told council that the Fire Department specs for the rural fire pumper have been reviewed by the city attorney and will be open for bids and it will be in the paper and on the website tomorrow.  The bid opening will be Monday, October 13, 2008, at 1:00 pm.
Fall Newsletter
Administrator Robertson asked council for items and suggestions to put in the newsletter that will be going out in a couple of weeks.  Some suggestions were; the amended ordinance 08-04 for water disconnection, elections, registering to vote early, snowbirds, towing, shoveling sidewalks, outdoor solid fuel burners, Sunday on-sale liquor referendum.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 22, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman, Lee Peterson

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Michael Burgdorf, , Kathie Roussopoulos, Tim Schneider, Peg Tentis,  Erin Loftus,  Mark Brown, Randy Doughty, Greg Neumann.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 8, 2008 & September 16, 2008
Building Permits-7
Bills-$159,448.39
Other Licenses/Permits- 6
Department Head Reports- 2
MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Utility Billing Ordinance
Final reading of Ordinance number 08-04, regarding disconnection and payment was held.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the amended ordinance number 08-04.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Fiberoptic Franchise
Discussion was held regarding Ordinance number 08-06, regarding the Cable Communications Franchise.  Mayor Weaver stated that he would like to see the company come to a council meeting and give a formal presentation.  Council members brought up several additional questions that they had regarding this ordinance.  Council to send additional questions to city hall to have them forwarded to the city attorney for review and comments.  This item has been tabled until more information is received.
Outdoor Solid Fuel Burner
Reading of Ordinance number 08-07 regarding the construction and operation of outdoor solid fuel burners.  Council discovered a couple of spelling errors-need to fix.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve Ordinance number 08-07.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Resignation (Ambulance)
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept the resignation of Mary Tentis from the Ambulance Crew. Motion passed unanimously.  Council thanked Mary for her 5+ years with the ambulance.
Library Chairs


The library board approved the purchase of new chairs.  The money for the chairs will be expended from the UBF fund.  This was approved last year for $4000.00.  Librarian Roussopolous stated that the old chairs will be sold and the money from the sale would be put into the 2009 summer reading program fund.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that the sale of the chair money should be put back into the UBF fund.  Librarian Roussopolous stated ok but will be asking for money for the summer reading program.  Council stated that the department heads need to approve this purchase.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the purchase of the new chairs pending approval from department heads.  Motion passed unanimously.

Liquor Store Employee (Part time to Full time)
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the pay increase from $7.84 per hour to $8.39 per hour for Anne Martinez and to hire her full time in January.  Motion passed unanimously.

2009 Health Insurance Renewal
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the 2009 health insurance renewal with BCBS.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council members stated that insurance rates continue to go up, and would like more information on options for the following year.
Corn on the Cob Days 2009
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the Boogie Junction Band to play Friday, August 14, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.

Fire Relief Association Donation
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the donation from the Fire Relief Association for $212.95 for a fax machine at the fire department building.  Motion passed unanimously.

Temporary Liquor Licenses for American Legion
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the 6 temporary liquor licenses for the American Legion.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council member Eversman stated that there was an article in the paper over the weekend regarding revitalizing the downtown area in Caledonia and thought that we should do this in our city.

Council member Pederson asked Public Works Director Burgdorf if he had any information on a new location for the public works building, any cost estimates, etc.  This item to be put on the next agenda.

Police Chief Doughty asked council to approve two part-time police officers.  The two still had to pass the drug test and psychological test.  Council approved.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copy of article from Post Bulletin regarding Wabasha county budget increase

Copy of Harassment Prevention Training

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 13, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Acting Mayor Lee Peterson.

Council Present – Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman, Lee Peterson.
Council Absent – Neil Weaver  

City Administrator – Steven Robertson
Deputy Clerk – Peg Tentis
Attorney – none

Visitors:  Steve Sawyer, Fred Heaser, Kin Lock, Kathy Steffen, Darlene Goergen, Larry Fix, Cindy McHugh,  Michael Burgdorf, Marian Burgdorf, Barb Stoltz, Jay Holst, Robin Holst, Greg Neumann, Kevin Kuhlemeier, Kelly McMillin, Ken Douglas.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked that the agenda be adjusted by moving New Business D/Safety Policy Discussion to the Council Work Session 10/21 and adding 4 Temporary Liquor Licenses for the Hassler Theater.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 22, 2008 

Building Permits-7

Bills-$278,847.99
Other Licenses/Permits- 4
Department Head Reports- 1
MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Steve Sawyer of the Citizens Pool Group presented information concerning options for the Plainview Municipal Pool.
MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the Citizens Pool Committee to move forward by meeting with US Aquatics. Motion passed unanimously.

Darlene Goergen representing Seniors from the Community Center asked the council to come with more handicap parking on 4th Street NW. Council discussed several ideas and asked for information to be presented at the council meeting on October 27, 2008.
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Board of Equalization Training
Administrator Robertson gave information to council that 2 council people will need to attend this training, which will be November 18th in Zumbrota. Jim Pederson will attend and another council-person will be decided following the November 4th, elections.

Public Works Building

Michael Burgdorf, Public Works Director presented information on costs of building and unable to find land to buy. Council discussed possible areas and also using a realtor to help find land.
Snow Quotes
Michael Burgdorf/Public Works Director requested that the city reject the new snow quotes and have them reissued
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to reject the current quotes and rebid.  Motion passed unanimously.

Lease Contract Pitney Bowes
Administrator Robertson presented information on leasing a new postage machine.
MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve leasing a new postage machine from Pitney Bowes.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for Police Department
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the hiring of Brock Neuman and Amber Fjersad as part-time police officers at the wage of $11.31 per hour.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Red Flag Rules for Utilities

Council was given information about the Red Flag Rule of Municipal Utilities and was asked to review this before the next and will need to have an Identity Theft Prevention Program in place by November 1. 2008.

Ambulance Mutual Aid Contracts

Administrator Robertson and Ambulance Director Neuman discussed the need to have Ambulance Mutual Aid Contracts renewed.  It was noted that the EMSRB suggests that they be renewed every 2 or 3 years.  Council approved getting a new draft contract drawn up and sent to the appropriate cities.
Draft Pay Scale

Administrator Robertson explained pay scale revisions and asked council to look information over before Council Work Session on October 21. Councilman Pederson asked about having a step 7. Council also asked for Administrator Robertson to look at wages for full-time employees of area cities comparing to Plainview. Several staff from the Police Department also expressed their concerns about the pay-scale.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Council member Eversman asked if there had been any offers for the property on 10th Street SW. city.  Adminstrator Robertson replied that the City’s property had received no offers recently, but that the PADCO property adjoining it had some interest.
Council member Pederson spoke of the Wabasha County All Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copies of City Lawn/Weed Notices
Copy of Notice and Order for Public Hearing/MN Energy
Bids for Rural Pumper/Fire Department

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

________________________

__________________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Peg Tentis/Deputy Clerk
Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –  Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman, Lee Peterson.

Council Absent – None 

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Deputy Clerk – Peg Tentis

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Darlene Goergen, Larry Fix, Michael Burgdorf, Barb Stoltz, Ray Welke, Nilva Welke, Erin Loftus, Ken Douglas, Kelly McMillin, Randy Doughty, Rich Klees, Tim Schneider, Kevin Kuhlemeier

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked that the agenda be adjusted by changing Unfinished Business B Ambulance Resignation to Fire Contract/Rural Pumper and adding Truth and Taxation to the end. Council person Sawyer asked if the pay adjustments for selected staff was on the agenda. 
MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- October 13, 2008 

Building Permits-5

Bills-$299,059.06

Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- EDA Report

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Citizens representing the Community Center expressed concerns about the parking by the center. Moved Unfinished Business F-Parking at Community Center to here.  Administrator Robertson spoke with the dental office on the parking issue and asked them to park in the city lot located by the library. Council will re-evaluate this in 2 weeks.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None at this time.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Snow Quotes

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf presented information on Snow quotes, recommending Plainview Agri Power/Snow Blowing at $120.00 per hour, Bennett & Sons/Trucking at $69.00 per hour, Wigham Trucking/Snow Plowing (Lots & Sidewalks) Loader $75.00 per hour, Skid Steer/Broom Broom or Bucket $90.00 per hour, Skid Steer/Bucket $85.00 per hour and Wigham Trucking/Sand $10.50.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the snow quotes as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

Adopt Red Flag Rules for Utilities

Administrator Robertson stated that this policy was required in order to combat identify theft.  He thought the policy boiled down to essentially if you know of a problem with a false i.d., than the City should contact someone.
MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the policy for the Identity Theft Prevention Program. Motion passed unanimously.
Safety Policies

Council was given some examples of other city safety policies.  The draft policies were presented for the City Council to review now, and be adopted at a future Council meeting.
Pay Scale Revisions

Administrator Robertson discussed the draft seven step pay scale.  He stated that the City Council is invited to review/discuss the document tonight and adopt it at a future Council meeting, or adopt it now if the Council has confidence in it.  Administrator Robertson stated that the major changes include moving the Deputy Clerk up one grade and the City Clerk up two grades.  He added that he did a calculation to check for pay equity compliance, and while the City did pass, it didn’t pass by much.  He suggested that the City Council may want to consider giving the lowest pay grades a small bump up (such as a dollar per hour).  This would help with compliance in the future because the program compares an employee’s job points versus their hourly wage.

Administrator Robertson stated that the Pay Scale Committee met today and discussed some of the proposed changes, such as going from 12 to 7 steps and eliminating any half steps.  He also stated that the Library Director asked to give Alice Henderson two jumps up in grade, which would put her in the same pay grade as the Deputy Clerk and Public Works Assistants.  The committee had a mixed reaction.  However, Administrator Robertson added that the limited wage information he got from the League (most similar positions are full time and it is difficult to compare apples to apples) did support the Council considering possibly moving that position up one pay grade. 

Public Works Director Burgdorf expressed a desire to keep the pay scale longer.  He also stated that the Public Works staff is often called upon to do extra work, and they are rarely given an increase in pay.  Police Chief Doughty asked the Council to adopt the pay scale and be done with it; otherwise, the City Council should just make up their own pay scale.  The Police Chief also asked if the changes to the new payscale would take care of the pay range problem with the gals at City Hall.  Administrator Robertson stated that it would greatly improve the pay ranges for the gals, but mostly Peg and Renee.  He added that he thought the job of the deputy clerk is much more complex that Office Manger, and thus they should be compensated differently.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the pay scale revisions. Motion passed unanimously.

Capital Projects

Tabled until November 10, 2008
Truth and Taxation

Administrator Robertson stated that because of the low levy increase (around 2%), the City is not required to have a Truth in Taxation hearing.  The City Council can continue with the meeting as scheduled, or they can cancel it.

MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to cancel the Truth and Taxation. Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
None

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Council member Eversman asked about the commuter bus going through St. Joachim’s parking lot. Adminstrator Robertson will call the bus company concerning this. Mayor Weaver had talked with mayor of Elgin concerning ambulance coverage. Elgin will be here at the November 10th council meeting. Administrator Robertson spoke of area water and sewer rates and suggested that the City consider increase rates in order to maintain repairs on the system and put money away for a water tower expansion.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Bids for snow removal

Rural Fire Pumper Contract

Salary information

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm.

________________________

____________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Peg Tentis/Deputy Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order November 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –  Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman.

Council Absent – Lee Peterson
City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk – Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser, Larry Fix, Michael Burgdorf, Erin Loftus, Kelly McMillin, Randy Doughty, Judith Jordan, Tim Schneider, Kevin Kuhlemeier, Peg Tentis, Michael Hutchison, Tracy Gulbranson, Greg Nueman, Deb Crary, Ron Kruger, Dale Himmer, Kim Lock.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson asked that the agenda be adjusted by changing New Business item F for ambulance resignations.
MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- October 27, 2008 

Building Permits6
Bills-$159,708.58
Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- 
MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Sanitary Sewer Board

Deb Crary, the mayor of Elgin, called the meeting to order and recommended the appointments for three year terms for John Sell and Duane Schulz.
MOTION:  Crary moved, Pederson second to approve the appointments.

Franchise Fee for US Cable
Administrator Robertson stated that he has not heard back from Jim Ireland regarding the customer percentages for the two cities to determine how much is owed to the City of Elgin.  The franchise fee money has been transferred to the cemetery account every year.  This item has been tabled until we can get some figures and hopefully will be cleared up before the end of the year.
Contract with the Elgin Ambulance Service
The City of Elgin Mayor, Deb Crary, stated that the city appreciates the help that the City of Plainview has given the Elgin Ambulance.  Mayor Crary stated that they have diligently been looking to recruit new members; it has been hard with not a lot of business’ in town and to have people available for calls.  Discussion was held.  The Ambulance director from the City of Elgin, Dave Kohs and the City of Plainview Ambulance director, Greg Neumanm will meet and see if they can work something out.  Bottom line is the contract is all or nothing due to state laws, 
And with the contract, Plainview is the PSA, and that is why council feels the City of Elgin would need to compensate Plainview when they respond to a call, but Elgin has enough members to tale the call.  The contract expires January 25, 2009.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
CANVAS/APPROVE GENERAL NOVEMBER 4 ELECTION RESULTS 
Finance Director/City Clerk asked council to approve the election results, with Resolution 08-06 declaring the winners.  Richard Sawyer for Mayor; and Larry Fix and Fred Heaser for Council.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the November 4, 2008 general election results.  Motion passed unanimously. 
City Clerk had stated that she and the girls up front have received some calls with individuals asking about the council vacancy and asked council for direction on how they would like us to respond.  After discussion, Administrator to put something in the paper in the City Corner and the front office to make a list of names of people who request to be considered to be appointed to the council.

NEW BUSINESS

MNDOT SNOW REMOVAL BID FOR 2008-2009

Public Works Director Burgdorf asked council for approval of the snow removal bid with MNDot for 2008-2009.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the bid.  Motion passed unanimously.

PLAINVIEW EDA GRANT APPLICATIONS
Judith Jordan, the EDA Director, explained to council the two grants that she has been working on.  One of the grants from the University of Minnesota – Extension for Access eCommuntiy internet training for $1500.00.  The training would focus on teaching community memebers and businesses how to share information and market the community through the use of the internet.
The school will allow us to use their computer lab for the training.

The other grant is an AgStar Financial Service grant for $1000.00.  Grant activities would include placement of two billboards on major highways within 30 miles of Plainview to publicize Plainview events, Farmer’s Market and Plainview in general.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the grant applications.  Motion passed unanimously.

BUDGET INFORMATION

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to review the payscale first.  He noted that their had been a few errors with the payscale.  Judith Jordan is not listed on there at her wage of $18.00.  Also, after July 1, 2009, the minimum wage goes up to $7.25 so therefore the payscale would be in violation for grades A; along with that , should change grades B & C also.  Administrator Robertson also stated that there had been some miscommunication and Peg (deputy clerk) should be on step 3 not step 2, and should be making what Shane is making.  Council member Sawyer asked why a couple of employees were not raised up the 20% that had been discussed at a prior meeting?  Administrator Robertson stated that he didn’t think that the Finance Director’s job was as complex as the Public Works Director and the Police Chief, and that is why she wasn’t put in the same pay grade.  Discussion was held.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to put the individuals at the 20% increase to where they need to be.  Administrator Robertson asked council where to put the Finance Director/City Clerk.  Council member Pederson suggested putting grades M-N together.  Council person Eversman stated that for Grade A, Step 1, increase  $.15 (from $7.10-$7.25), Grade B, Step 1, $7.60 to $7.75, and Grade C, Step 1, increase from $8.15 to $8.30.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Pederson second to approve the $.15 increase in Grades A-C, Step 1.

MOTION:  Eversman moved to amend Sawyers motion to increase the individuals that needed to be increased the 20% and to approve the $.15 increase for Grades A-C, Step 1 effective January 1, 2009.  Pederson second.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Cola and Budget
Council needs more information, so cola, budget and the UBF will be discussed at the council workshop next Tuesday.

WATER BILLS:  POSTCARDS VS. FULL SHEET
City staff prepared some quotes for costs of postcards vs. full sheet for the utility bills.  The Lexmark printer had quit working and we will need to order another printer.  Discussion was held.  Due to the cost council chooses to stay with the postcards.

AMBULANCE RESIGNATION
Ambulance Director Neumann stated that Amber Posner and Ed Kruger have resigned from the Ambulance.  He asked council to approve their resignations.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the resignations, Motion passed unanimously.  Council stated they would like to see letters of appreciation go out.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Administrator Robertson stated that he had a few things.  Regarding the parking on 4th St., the employees had asked if there could be a light put in the parking lot.

Regarding the bus route, the bus company asked if it would be o.k. to continue on through the winter.  Fred Heaser stated that he would speak with people at the church, but he thought if allowed, it should definitely be finished before March 1, 2009 before it starts to thaw.

The Plainview Foundation asked if a tab could be put on the city’s website to promote the Foundation.

A landlord had asked if the city would forgive a utility bill that a renter had left him with. Council stated no, if we do it for one, will have to do for everyone.  More discussion was held regarding the deposit of $125.00 that the city collects for the landlords in town.


The closed meeting to discuss personnel issues will not happen tonight.  Will be rescheduled.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District notice for term expiration
Agreement between City of Elgin & City of Plainview Regarding Volunteer Ambulance Service
Correspondence to City of Elgin Ambulance Director and Mayor Deb Crary

Copy of US Cable Franchise Fee statement

Resignation letters

Abstract of General 2008 Election and resolution 08-06

Copy of PERA increase for 2009

EDA information on grant applications

EDA Directors report

Salary information

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

________________________

____________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order November 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –  Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman, Lee Peterson

Council Absent – none
City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk – Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser,  Michael Burgdorf,  Kelly McMillin, Randy Doughty, Judith Jordan, Tim Schneider, Kevin Kuhlemeier, Chris McGuire.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Building Permits-0
Bills-$185,177.88
Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- 1
MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.  Minutes from November 10 need to be reviewed and will be submitted for approval at the next meeting.  Council member Eversman asked that the minutes regarding the approved wages for those that were under where they needed to be should state effective January 1, 2009.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
US Cable
Administrator Robertson stated that the City Clerk had gone back and found the payments that the city had received from US Cable since 2001.  Also, after speaking with Jim Ireland from US Cable, he stated that the split should be 75% Plainview and 25% Elgin.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to offer the City of Elgin $29,020.31 which is 25% of the revenues we received from 2001-2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Special Work Session
Administrator Robertson told the council that the city attorney would be able to attend the December 22, 2008 meeting and would like to know if council would still want to have the workshop on December 16.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to eliminate the work session this month.  Motion passed unanimously.

Library Policies
Council member Pederson asked about defining youth-setting an age limit.  Council member Eversman stated that people the same age act differently, and would like to keep it like it is and leave it up to the discretion of the library personnel. 
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the library policies.

Additional Policies (Reports to Council and Evaluation Process)
Council member Eversman stated that she would like to see reports from departments on projects they have been working on, not just the day to day things.  This way the whole council knows what is going on with the departments.  Discussion was held regarding how often, etc.
Council member Eversman also stated that she would like to see a change in the way evaluations are being done.  Having the council liaison do them doesn’t always give a true picture.  We should be getting information from others, like those working with the department heads.  Then we could have a better picture of what is really happening.  She stated that she would like to see the council sitting in on the evaluations.  Discussion was held regarding if evaluations should be held more than once a year, who gets the feedback from employees, who would be doing the evaluation; our evaluation form doesn’t work for all departments.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that the department heads report to their liaison, not to the Administrator.  Mayor Weaver stated that in the past the department heads evaluated their employees and the liaison evaluates the department head.  Council member Eversman stated that the liaison should not micro manage the department.  She also stated that the job description should be with the evaluation form.  This topic has been tabled until the next meeting.
Ambulance New Hire
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Bethany Hoffman as an EMT pending on background and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Info from the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities (Cluster Analysis)

Administrator Robertson stated that he wanted to share this information with the council.

Budget Information
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the list of special assessments to get sent to the county.  Motion passed unanimously.
Discussion was held regarding past due accounts from individuals from past years that were renters and city clerk asked for direction from council on what they would like to do about them.  City clerk to provide them with a list at the next meeting.

Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packet there was an updated pay scale and he had put Judith on there, moved Peg, MariClair, Renee and the bartenders to the spot where they should be; and also added the $.15 to grades A-C.  Council member Sawyer asked about Alice Henderson.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had not moved her, her name had not been brought up at the last meeting.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved to pay 5.8% COLA and no step increase.  Motion died for lack of a second.

MOTION:  Eversman moved to pay 2.5% COLA with a step increase.  Police Chief Doughty stated that would be a 7.5% increase when the pay step increases are at 5%.  Motion was withdrawn.

Council member Sawyer stated that a cost of living increase should be given because the department heads are at the top of the pay scale.  Police Chief Doughty stated that all employees pay the same amount of money for groceries and gasoline just like everyone else does; so why can’t they all get the same?  Council member Pederson stated that he agrees with Randy but he arrived at different numbers, one was 4.5%, 4.9%, and social security at 5.8%.  Council member Peterson asked what we had gone by before.  Administrator Robertson stated that we had used the consumer index in the past except one year we didn’t.  Fred Heaser stated that along with social security the COLA increase is for all employees, federal, state, local, etc.  Council member Eversman stated that council needs to also look at the benefit package like health insurance, how much the city pays versus what the employee pays.  Mayor Weaver stated that we need to keep the discussion on COLA now and when evaluations are being done then we can discuss the step increases.
MOTION:  Weaver moved to set the COLA at 4.7%. Peterson second along with Pederson.  Opposed:  Sawyer and Eversman.  Motion passed.  
More discussion was held.  Pederson stated that employees would be eligible for a step increase at their evaluation.  Sawyer stated that the department heads won’t get a step because they are already topped out.  Mayor Weaver stated the motion on the floor is for COLA only, and we need to treat the COLA and evaluations differently.  Police Chief Doughty had them asked the council if the department heads can budget for a full step increase but only give an employee one half of a step and if performance improves then have the ability to bump them up to the full amount of that step.  Council member Sawyer agreed. Pederson stated that the pay scale is supposed to be based on merit.  Ken Douglas stated that the numbers on the pay scale had been reduced to get the employees where they needed to be compared to other cities.

MOTION:  Eversman moved to freeze the pay scale for step increases for 2009.  Peterson second.  Peterson withdrew.  Sawyer second.  Motion failed with a vote 2-3.  This topic will be tabled until the next meeting.

COUNCIL COMMENT
Council member Pederson stated that he would like to discuss water and sewer rates and based on  an example of what money went to the bank to save up for a project down the road, example would be the purchase of a  water tower. 

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to have this item put on the agenda in January for discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Public Works Director Burgdorf reminded council that the money that is set aside needs to be used for what it is set up for.

Administrator Robertson stated that there would not be an EDA meeting tomorrow.  He also informed council that he will be using some sick leave and vacation next month.

MOTION: Mayor Weaver moved to close the meeting at 8:30pm to discuss a personnel issue.  Peterson second.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Mayor Weaver moved to re-open the meeting at 9:15pm.  Peterson moved, Pederson second to re-open the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to put Kevin Kuhlemeier on a 1 day suspension without pay.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Copy of US Cable Franchise Fees received 

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District 2009 Budget information

Employment Contract

Library Report for the month of October

Salary information

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

________________________

____________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order December 15, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –  Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman

Council Absent – Lee Peterson
City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk – Renee Mierau

Attorney – none

Visitors:  Fred Heaser,  Michael Burgdorf,  Peg Tentis, Kelly McMillin, Randy Doughty, Tim Schneider, Erin Loftus, Cory Henry, Mark Bartsh, Kim Lock.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Administrator Robertson stated that he would like to add two items under new business; ambulance resignation and outstanding building permits.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda with the two additions.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Building Permits-0

Bills-$128,399.85
Other Licenses/Permits- 1
Department Head Reports- 1

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.  
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.  Discussion was held regarding the pool presentation that was held on December 8, 2008, financing the remaining $18,500 needed to pay for the engineering fees for the pool.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to pay the $18,500 from the liquor fund. Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Library Cleaning Contract
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the cleaning bid from Tom’s Lawn & Cleaning Service for $1000.00 per month for 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.
City Administrator Contract
Mayor Weaver stated that the council has a copy of the employment contract. He asked council if there was any discussion.  Council member Sawyer stated that he did not agree with the sixty day severance package.  The contract asks for a thirty day notice.  Council member Pederson stated that sixty days would give the council enough time to advertise and interview to fill the position.  Administrator Robertson said that he thought about it and sixty days would be a long time if he chose to move on.  Council member Eversman stated that in most professional positions they usually give four weeks.  
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the contract.  Mayor Weaver asked for any discussion.  Council member Sawyer asked whether or not Steven had his performance evaluation yet.  Steven stated no, not yet but he filled out a self one and Lee has not had time to review it.  Council member Sawyer stated that he thought the department heads that worked with Steven should have input on the evaluation, because they work with him most of the time.  He stated that he doesn’t feel he could give him a good one and neither could Lee.  Discussion was held regarding the evaluation process and forms.  Council agreed to use the current evaluation form and get some feedback from department heads.  Mayor Weaver stated that we have only one council meeting left to approve this contract, it expires December 31st of this year.  Council member Sawyer made a motion to approve the contract as is, but the performance evaluation still needs to be done by the end of the year.  Administrator Robertson stated that there had already been a motion on the table.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the contract.  Motion passed unanimously.  Administrator Robertson stated that Renee can tell Lee to contact a few department heads and get some comments.
Downtown 2 Hour Parking
Discussion was held regarding two hour parking downtown.  
MOTION:  Weaver moved, Pederson second to do away with two hour parking on Broadway.  Motion passed three to one.  Eversman opposed.

Pay Scale
Administrator Robertson stated that in the council packets there is a copy of the payscale with the 4.7% COLA added in.  Council member Sawyer stated that he recommends that Alice Henderson be moved to Grade E, Step 4.  Discussion was held.
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to move Alice Henderson from Grade D, Step 6 to Grade E, Step 4.  Motion passed unanimously.

Administrator Robertson stated that at the last meeting it hadn’t really been decided whether or not to freeze the steps.  Discussion was held.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to freeze the payscale.  Pederson recommended that this be revisited in six months after we know what the state will do.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Fees
Administrator Robertson stated that this could be the first reading of the ordinance regarding city fees for 2009.  Discussion was held.  Second reading to be on Monday, December 22 at the next regular council meeting.  
Evaluation Process
Discussion was held regarding the evaluation process and forms.  Several examples from other cities in packets.  Trying to find one more specific to the job descriptions.  Discussion was held regarding “goals”.  Wrap up this year with current form.  
Personal Policy
Administrator Robertson stated that he had hoped that this could be passed yet this year and I am still waiting to get some feedback with the attorney from the league and the city attorney.  Council member Sawyer talked about holiday pay and the pay should equal what they work.  Administrator Robertson stated that he felt that certain employees would be getting about forty more hours than other employees.  Council member Eversman talked about the pay scale wages and how often to review them.  She stated that to revisit them every two years was to often and thought that five years would be good.  Administrator Robertson stated that he liked the idea of reviewing them every two years.  City clerk stated that if we went out too far, could get in trouble with the pay equity compliance that cities need to complete every three years. Administrator to change it to every three years.   Police Chief Doughty stated that the committee had discussed about regular part-time employees some type of benefits like some sick leave, holiday, etc.  Administrator Robertson stated that this had been discussed and he hadn’t looked into it yet and with the tough times coming, the city may want to rely on part-time help more and it would be a good incentive for recruiting help if they could get a pro-rated personnel time off.  Council member Sawyer commented about Chapter 4 regarding compensation, the first paragraph that reads; “The City Council shall establish the compensation to be paid to employees through the Job Classification System and Pay Scale.”  He stated that he felt that the word “shall” should be changed to “may”.  Administrator to change shall to may.  Will be back on the agenda for the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
Liquor License Renewal

City Clerk asked council to approve the liquor renewal for Kim’s Saloon.

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the liquor renewal for Kim’s Saloon.  Motion passed unanimously.

Tobacco License Renewal

City Clerk asked council to approve the tobacco license renewals for those that turned in the necessary paperwork and fees.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the tobacco license renewals for those that turned in the necessary paperwork and fees.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donated Sick Leave 

City Clerk asked council to approve the donation of sick leave to an employee.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the donation of sick leave to an employee.  Motion passed unanimously.

Agent Bids Insurance

City Clerk handed the sealed bids from Greenwood Agency and C.O. Brown to the mayor.  The mayor opened them and passed them around the council table.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to accept the Greenwood Agency bid as the lower bid.  Motion passed unanimously.
Decertification Resolution
Council member Sawyer had asked if anyone has spoken to the Doane’s regarding this.  City clerk had stated no, but this TIF district had been set up a long time ago to be decertified on December 31, 2008.  Renee stated that Judith or I can go speak with them, and this to be tabled and brought up at the next meeting.
County Highway Contract
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the Wabasha County Maintenance Agreement for January through December 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.

2009 Budget (Levy)
City Clerk asked for council to approve resolution 08-08 for the 2009 levy.  

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve resolution 08-08 for the 2009 levy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Resignation
Administrator Robertson asked the council to approve the resignation of the Assistant Ambulance Director Julie Jurgenson.  He stated that she will still remain as an EMT on the crew.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the resignation.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council would like a letter sent to her in appreciation.  Administrator Robertson stated that the ambulance director Neumann will be looking for her replacement.

Outstanding Building Permits
Administrator Robertson stated that there are 3-4 outstanding building permits from a couple of years ago that have not been paid.  After discussion, certified letters to be sent out, giving them until the end of the year to pay, or will prosecute.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Eversman moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

________________________

____________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order December 22, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –  Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman, Lee Peterson

Council Absent – none

City Administrator – Absent
Finance Director/City Clerk – Renee Mierau

Attorney – Fred Suhler, Jr.

Visitors:  Fred Heaser,  Michael Burgdorf,  Peg Tentis,  Randy Doughty,  Kim Lock.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Building Permits-0

Bills-$289,870.46

Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Department Head Reports- 1

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No one at this time.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Decertification Resolution
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the TIF Decertification Resolution number 08-09 for Doane Grain 1-5.  Motion passed unanimously.

TIF District 1-9
Discussion was held regarding this TIF District.  City Attorney Fred Suhler, Jr. suggested  that the council should make a motion to send them a letter stating that they are in default as per the contract. 
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Eversman second to send a letter to the TIF district regarding the default.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Renter’s Deposits
Discussion was held regarding the $125.00 deposit that the city collects from the renters.  City staff stated that a lot of the renters that come in and fill out the water/sewer application are not being informed of the $125.00 deposit.  

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to eliminate collecting the $125.00 renter’s deposit.  Motion passed unanimously.  Clerk to check wording in ordinance.
City Administrator Contract Renewal

Discussion was held regarding whether or not the City Administrator had received his performance evaluation.  Council member Peterson stated that yes he had.
Personnel Policy

City Attorney Fred Suhler, Jr. stated that he would like to hold off for a couple of weeks so he can thoroughly review the document.  Discussion then turned to PTO and to Holiday pay.
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Peterson second to change the personnel policy to holiday pay is what an employee’s normal work hours are. (Example: Normal shift is 12 hours, receive 12 hours holiday pay).  Motion passed unanimously.

City Fees
Tabled until the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Leave of Absense
MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve leave of absence for police officer to attend D.A.R.E. training.  Motion passed unanimously.

Auditor’s Engagement Letter
MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the engagement letter from ABDO, EICK & MEYERS for 2008 audit.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Resignation
MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the resignation of EMT Lucas Chadbourn.  Motion passed unanimously. 

COUNCIL COMMENT
Council member Sawyer handed out a sheet to the other council members regarding information he received from department heads regarding City Administrator’s evaluation. 
Council member Peterson stated that he did not appreciate receiving the information regarding the City Administrator’s evaluation ten minutes before he was going to give it.
Mayor Weaver, Council members Eversman and Peterson stated that they had enjoyed their time on the council.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only
Library Report for the month of November
Memo from LMC regarding LGA cuts

Print-out of 2008 State Aid Unallotments for Plainview from MN Dept. of Revenue

LMC info on 2008 Property/Casualty Dividend

Letter from citizen regarding Snow & Tow Policy

Winter 2008 Project Get Outdoors newsletter

Letter from Plainview Area Migrant Council asking for financial support

Letter for Plainview-Elgin Sanitary Sewer District for reappointments to the board

Letter in regards to a private sidewalk
CMS rates for 2009

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

________________________

____________________________

Neil Weaver, Mayor

              Renee Mierau, Finance Director/City Clerk

