Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 10, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Steve Erwin, Eric Sawyer, Michael Burgdorf, Charles Eversman, Ron Partridge, Dean Harrington, Mark Becker, Kathie Roussopoulos, Dave Kaupa, Kim Kaupa

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE

The oath of office was administered to Cindy Eversman, Neil Weaver, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson by City Attorney Tom Canan.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- December 13, 2004 and December 27, 2004

Building Permits- 0

Other Licenses- 2

Bills- $115,226.16

Department Head Reports- Fire Annual Report, Ambulance

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Liquor Ordinance

Councilmember Pederson recommended a change to the ordinance limiting other alcoholic licenses based on population also.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to amend the proposed ordinance to issue licenses for 3.2 On-sale, 3.2 Off-sale, Temporary 3.2 and  On-Sale Wine licenses to one license for each 1,000 residents in the City’s population.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver reminded the council that it is best to set license fees by resolution instead of by ordinance.  Councilmember Pederson asked about the $200 license fee for On-sale Sunday to which the Finance Director/City Clerk responded that the limit was set by the State.  Mayor Weaver asked about the 60 % requirement for food sales at wine restaurants to which the Finance Director/City Clerk answered that this was a requirement mandated by the State. City Attorney Tom Canan responded to the Mayor’s question about the $500 background check fee that there are costs that justify the expense.  Given the proposed changes, City Attorney Tom Canan recommended that the City Council consider tonight the first reading only and have a second reading at the next Council meeting so that the Council can review the revised proposed wording.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to amend the proposed ordinance adding the word “wine” to 600A.19 regarding minors on premises.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dave Kaupa expressed an interest in receiving a letter of support from the Council so that he can get started on his new restaurant.   City Attorney Tom Canan advised that the Council shouldn’t make promises.  Councilmember Peterson concurred that all the T’s should be crossed and the I’s dotted.  Mayor Weaver stated that it took several months to complete the adult ordinance and had no objection to writing the letter and felt that the second reading should not be tonight.  

Mayor Weaver opened up the discussion for the Public Hearing.  Mark Becker asked about minors in the bowling center without working there or eating there. City Attorney Tom Canan responded that they would be there under the “social function” aspect.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to recognize tonight as the first reading of ordinance #05-01 with the second reading to follow at the next City Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve an on-sale intoxicating liquor license fee of $1,200.  Motion passed unanimously.

This amount will be revisited at budget time or in a year.

MOTION: Weaver moved, Pederson second to draft a letter by January 12, 2005 in support of the liquor license for D & K Enterprize subject to background check, second reading and publication of the ordinance, proof of dram shop insurance coverage, and other application requirements.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Mead and Hunt- Bill Ohm

City Administrator Steven Robertson, Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf and Mayor Weaver had met before the meeting with Bill Ohm of Mead and Hunt regarding sewer and water projects needed.  It was disccused that it was possible to do some less intensive sewer lining this year. Bill Ohm reviewed the projects with the Council and will prepare the information to negotiate a contract and get started.  Mayor Weaver thanked Bill for coming to the meeting and for staying through the beginning of the Council meeting.

There were no other citizen comments presented.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

League of Minnesota Cities Model City Code Contract

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the contract with American Legal Publishing for one hard copy and one electronic version of the Minnesota Basic Code.  Motion passed unanimously.

Spring Cleanup 2005

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the spring cleanup date of May 7, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion will be at a later date to consider free cleanup for city residents and who will staff the event.

Information on Low Interest Loans and Grants

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that Rural Development had revised their income calculation and now the City qualifies for low interest loans and possible grants.  In addition, Becky Sabie from the Public Facility Authority had sent a letter recommending that user fees to support the project be put into place well before the projects begin.  

Schedule Special Meeting to Reappoint Sanitary Sewer Board Member

Councilmembers Sawyer, Pederson and Peterson will attend the special meeting on Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. at Elgin.  A letter will be written to Lavern Boyd for his many years of service on the Board.

NEW BUSINESS

Liason and Committee Appointments

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the official city designations.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the Council liaisons and assignments as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the commission and board memberships adding Cindy Stamschor to the Ambulance Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Liquor Store

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to accept the resignations of Kiva Stevens from the Liquor Store effective January 15, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Bernie Rother part-time at $7.63 per hour (Grade T, Step 1) pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Liquor Store Contract for Corn-on-the-Cob Dance

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the contract for the band pending proof of insurance.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Library Resolution

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that the County librarians were asking for support with contract negotiations with the County Board with a proposal for reduced checkout items allowed (2) for rural residents.  Lake City and Wabasha had already approved the resolutions. Councilmember Sawyer asked what the cost was to process more than 2 books.  Library Director Kathie Roussopoulos responded that there are many processing steps for every item processed.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to support the County libraries in their proposed plan to limit rural residents to 2 items per checkout.  Motion passed unanimously. 

State of the Library Information

This report is prepared annually for the Library Board.  Library Director Kathie Roussopoulos summarized that there are still problems with leakage from the windows.  The contract, building specifications, and warranties will be reviewed to resolve this issue.  Mayor Weaver will contact Dan Kreofsky.

Pay Scale Request

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf had circulated a petition signed by approximately 20 full-time or year-round part-time employees asking the Council to reconsider the effective dates for pay raises.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that his concern was that evaluations all at one time would lead directors to rush the evaluations since they were all at once and he was concerned that employees might be receiving just blanket raises not true merit raises.  He added that with the move to raises on the anniversary dates, that the pay scale was adjusted adding 4 more steps so that several employees who were already at the top of their pay scale would have the opportunity for merit increases.  He suggested that if the change were to go back to annual reviews, then maybe the extra steps should be removed.  Councilmember Pederson acknowledged that with the change there were a few employees who might be deprived of a few months of the raise; however, if the department director can show that they have done the performance evaluations thoroughly, then it doesn’t make a difference when the evaluation is conducted.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that she had observed that it seemed more efficient that the directors did the reviews all at once and then everyone got equal treatment with respect to their review as opposed to a review conducted during a busy season may not be as thorough as for an employee who is reviewed during the off-season.  She noted the Council had approved the increase of four steps and had approved the evaluations for anniversary dates and that it would take Council action to change that.  City Administrator Robertson concurred with the Finance Director/City Clerk and added that at the payscale committee Councilmembers Pederson and Sawyer had been in favor of the anniversary dates but that the rest of the committee hadn’t necessarily agreed.  He added that while he agreed with having step increases at the beginning of the year, he did not sign the petition since he believed that the Pay Scale Committee fairly reviewed the issue before making a recommendation to the City Council.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve using the August 2004 evaluations for any merit increases effective January 1, 2005 without any change to the current pay scale of 12 steps with the policy to continue for evaluations to be completed by the end of August to be used for increases at January first of the following year, with department heads recommending step increase  with liaisons reviewing evaluations and step increases.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Pederson, Peterson, Eversman.  Voting Against: Sawyer.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman asked about liason responsibilities and meeting times.

Councilmember Sawyer asked about progress in looking into heavy traffic/truck routes.  Staff will follow up on this.

Councilmember Peterson welcomed Councilmember Eversman.

City Administrator Steven Robertson reminded Councilmember Pederson and Mayor  Weaver that there is a Wellhead Protection meeting on January 18, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.  He notified the Council that Rick Turri from the Plainview-Elgin Sanitary Sewer District had let him know that those facilities that had received fines of greater than $500 would be listed in a notice in the paper.  Lastly, he updated the Council on the status of the 30 building permits which had been unpaid.  Only 6 are yet outstanding and he will follow up with the City Attorney on these and a few miscellaneous issues for action.  Finally, he stated that there is a business that erected a sign in the public right-of-way and that he has been unable to verbally contact the owner as of yet.

City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that the computer copy of the code had been updated.  While no changes had been made to the current ordinances themselves, old ordinances or wording cut and pasted directly into the code were removed.  In general, the Council was comfortable using this updated code as the official code.

Mayor Weaver restated that he’d like to see department heads go through their liaisons before items are added to the agenda and encouraged department heads to utilize their liasons for any issues which arise so that some issues are resolved before they come to the Council.  While department heads report to liasons, the liaisons do not control the actions of the department heads; liasons are to be used for efficient and effective communication and general guidance.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Gary Groen Audit Letter

City Engineer Letter in Medearis/Eidenshenck/PMP trial

CMS 2005 Rate Structure

Temporary Certificate of Occupancy for a single family home in Fisk Acres

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 24, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Kim Zabel, Nancy Finne, Tim Finne, Darold Heddlesten, Judy Schneider, Laura Doane, David Shanahan, Ron Partridge, Clarissa Meyer, Nathan Fillback 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 10, 2005

Building Permits- 1

Other Licenses/Permits- 1

Bills- $197,853.84

Department Head Reports- Ambulance, Library, EDA 

Boards- Library

Resolutions- None

Contract- Worldwide Recovery Specialists

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda amending the minutes as noted.. Motion passed unanimously.

LIQUOR ORDINANCE – Second Reading

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to change the wording in the Bar/Restaurant definition from “the primary purpose” to “a primary purpose”.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to restore 600A.19 to its original intent where “establishment” is changed back to “rooms” and to add “wait staff” to the “bus person or dishwashing services”.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to adopt Ordinance 05-01 as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Proposed Changes to Heavy Traffic Routes/Truck Routes

Mayor Weaver and Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf had toured the City while reviewing current truck routes.  Suggested changes are to eliminate all truck routes except for TH42, TH247, East Broadway, 10th St NW, 10th St SW, and 3rd St SW.  Signs will need to be adjusted.  Mayor Weaver added that it is intended that there will be no nighttime parking.  Councilmember Sawyer commented that there is still parking on East Broadway.  Councilmember Peterson asked if the City needs to consult the State to pull any signs.  David Shanahan, County engineer, cautioned the Council about allowing truck parking on various streets; the concerns being that some streets are not made for parking so that streets would be made narrower and there would be less room to maneuver and that if trucks park too close to intersections, there may be visibility problems also leading to safety concerns.  He suggested limiting truck parking to the middle of the blocks to allow for visibility at the intersections and suggested talking to violators before writing them up.  Councilmember Peterson suggested a penalty if they are parking where they shouldn’t park and added that the City should do a truck parking assessment as well as a truck route assessment.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to schedule a public hearing for 2/14/2005 on truck route ordinance change.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Resignations from the Ambulance

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to accept the resignations of Norma Bateman from the Ambulance Service effective January 22, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Dirk Borgus pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Pager Discussion

Clarissa Meyer stated the following: 1) she had received the summons on 11/5/2004; 2) on September 13, 2004 the Council ruled she was no longer an employee; On November 17, 2004 she did not attend the court hearing because she had talked to Eric previously on the phone and he had told her he would be OK with replacing the pager instead of the dollar amount; on November 17, 2004 she did not attend the court hearing as she had slept through the alarm and she needed all the sleep she could get; she got to the courthouse at about 10:15 and it was 15 minutes too late;  she had followed up with Eric and basically they had decided to go with either money or a replacement pager, he had told the judge the replacement pager was fine and that she was making an effort to get the pager to him(she acknowledged that she may have misunderstood him); she never got a notice of this so on January 5 or 6, 2 005 she asked Eric Sawyer for a copy of the order; she got a copy and it said that the money was the only way to go; she had already been working with the pager and on the 6th she received the notice and had given Eric a pager and asked Eric for a signed document that the pager was OK and that if the pager went off for Plainview Ambulance and  that as long as it operated on the Plainview frequency that that would be OK and she thought it did; on January 10 Eric emailed her that she needed to take the letter they had signed down to the courthouse and when she arrived at the courthouse the next day the court told her that Eric Sawyer was the one who should fill out the papers and that it needed to be done by the 13th because otherwise she wouldn’t have recourse and she couldn’t appeal it; Eric said he didn’t have time to go down and she asked the court if he had the form notarized and sent back if that would be OK and Eric agreed to have the form notarized and send it back; he did have it notarized and sent back ;and,  on Sunday, January 16 Eric attempted to use the pager and it didn’t function; she didn’t understand why it didn’t function and she gave Eric the Whitewater invoice and that he could call Darrin at Wabasha Ambulance where she purchased the replacement pager.  With respect to the pager, Clarissa Meyer acknowledged that she needed to replace the pager and she was going to replace it with a like pager which she had reprogrammed and he told her it wasn’t a reprogramming problem and it just beeped when you moved it so she thought it might be a replacement battery issue and that she would bring a replacement battery to Steven Robertson and if that one didn’t work she would get another pager reprogrammed. Additionally she stated that Eric said he would call the court to disregard that notarized letter; the letter had arrived the same day that Eric had called because it had been president’s day so if it had been in the system he wouldn’t have been able to retract it; and they sent him back the letter.  

Clarissa Meyer went on to discuss the costs of new and used pagers.  Eric had billed Clarissa the cost of the pager in the amount of $483 dollars plus $60 for court cost and she had paid Eric the court costs. 

Councilmember Sawyer asked that if the first letter went out in July and she had at least six months before the court date and she had six months to get a pager and she opted not to do that. A letter of her voluntary resignation and an invoice had been sent and then in September a second invoice had been sent.  Councilmember Sawyer referred to a letter from in December which referenced the court date that talked about a replacement pager and the replacement pager would be acceptable and that it be acceptable if it operate as the one she had not returned. The week of December 6th through the 10th  she indicated she wasn’t sure if she could get it reprogrammed or if they could even do before the court date to be cancelled.      A January 6th letter stated she had returned a pager and a charger and had paid the $60 court fee and this will be acceptable to Plainview Ambulance as long as the pager operates with the Plainview Ambulance frequency.  It  operates with the Plainview Ambulance frequency but it doesn’t function all the time. It sounds like there’s an intermittent problem with the pager and it’s not the City’s problem to fix.  

Clarissa Meyer indicated that she would still replace it and she doesn’t have a problem with it.  Councilmember Sawyer asked her what is the problem then.  Clarissa Meyer responded that the problem is that he won’t accept the replacement pager and he wants the money.  

Councilmember Sawyer responded that if the pager properly works as stated in here.  Clarissa Meyer interrupted with if it works on Plainview Ambulance frequency.  Councilmember Sawyer said it still has to work properly or it’s no good to anyone who’s carrying it to which Clarissa responded that she agreed and she has no objection to replacing it with a properly-working pager. She added that that’s what she’s here for, she just wants to replace it with a like pager.  She also gave Eric the option of giving him the money so he could go out and purchase a newer pager. Councilmember Sawyer stated that the cost they show for the pager is what we paid for the pager,  in today’s market if you can  buy the same equipment pager for $200 or $300 that’s one thing, if you cannot, then the pager’s going to cost you $400 because that’s equal to the one she lost, then it’s $400.  After discussing various pagers, Clarissa Meyer indicated she was still interested in replacing it with a pager that works. 

Assistant Ambulance Director Nancy Finne stated that the Ambulance stand on this is that if you’re reminded in July, nothing was done to return the pager until Eric to the court and filed,  we didn’t have a replacement pager before the court date and didn’t get a replacement pager until the 6th of January so we have a crew of 40 now and we have people out there without pagers, the pager should have come back in July, there was adequate time between July and December to do something and there was no response.  Clarissa said she wasn’t officially off until September 13th.  Nancy Finne asked if she did anything between July and September and said she stopped in July whether it was official or not and she still had between September and December to get the pager back or replace it or do something and the City’s sitting without a pager. The City has paid for them and we have crewmembers without pagers and the replacement pager will not work because it only goes off when it decides that it wants to so it’s not a replacement because we can’t use it .  Clarissa responded that she doesn’t have a problem replacing it to which Nancy said but how much longer is it going to be.   Clarissa suggesting a timetable.  Nathan Fillback indicated that he wasn’t sure Eric wanted to go through a pager, having it not work, getting another replacement pager and have it not work, and so on.  Nancy Finne added that someone needs to carry the pager constantly to until they know it works and it’s too important to have a glitch in it.  Clarissa indicated that her pager had had glitches in it.  Steven Robertson asked if Whitewater Wireless could do a maintenance program and check the pager out before it’s returned to us and say they tested it and say it works.   

Councilmember Sawyer said that Eric indicated it’s an intermittent problem and may be difficult to find and difficult to fix.  We don’t know what the problem is.  

Steven Robertson said that it’s quite clear we’re done considering the first pager and at this point Eric believes it’s best just to get the money and end this right now  but as an alternative, and he’s not recommending this, we could ask for a second pager and see if Whitewater can do a routine maintenance and  the cost would be bourne by Clarissa Meyer. Clarissa said if she didn’t come up with a good pager it’s her responsibility.  Steven asked that certainly she would agree that the ambulance can’t be using it just trial and error to see if it works until it stops working.

Councilmember Peterson asked what the exact monetary value of the pager was and is it $400.  Nathan Fillback responded that at the time of purchase the pager was $483 at that time and that’s what he’d like for replacement cost

After some discussion of costs of cell phones, Councilmember Pederson said the council is getting in the middle of this; there’s a court order here for a certain action.  If we make decisions, we’re guessing and setting precedence and what about the next time something happens with all the other crewmembers with their pager or other equipment and we’re second-guessing and making exceptions to our policy, we’re weakening all of our contracts that are signed.  He suggested the council do nothing and let the court order take its course.  Clarissa asked if we had a document that she signed saying she would replace the pager if she lost it.  It was noted that the form was not here.  Councilmember Sawyer said he thought Eric said he would accept a good-working pager. Nancy Finne stated that when they come on the Ambulance service all crewmembers sign a form that we’re responsible for our equipment.  Clarissa stated that she didn’t remember signing a document.  Nancy Finne stated that the position is that there is a court order.  Councilmember Sawyer thought there must be a file.  Clarissa added that she’ll repay with “like”.   She began explaining her schedule and fulfilling her hours under the previous director.  Councilmember Pederson responded that the change in directors is immaterial and that we’re talking about a pager.  The court order is that the sum of money be paid to the Ambulance Department so the Ambulance Department can go out and replace that pager. He suggested the Council do nothing and to let the court order stand.  We’re running a huge risk with all the other ambulance people and other agreements.  He apologized to Clarissa but said they had an agreement.  

Clarissa felt she was notified too late to appeal.  Mayor Weaver said the letter was sent and then it was pulled and he has a problem with that.  He added that he thinks the money should be paid and suggested it be over a few months.  She said she never objected to replacing the pager and never objected to replace the money for a replacement page, but she objected to the exorbitant amount.   Mayor Weaver said if that’s the case, let’s le the order stand.  Clarissa added that her lawyer said that the City of Plainview Ambulance is not an entity and that the court order is not legit and that Eric, unless Council gave him written legal permission to sign the court document, then he had no legal right to sign it. Councilmember Sawyer indicated we gave him permission to take it to court and  we made a motion that’s got to be in the minutes.  With possible legal concerns, Mayor Weaver concluded the discussion.  Clarissa restated that the judgment stands and she has to pay the dollar amount.  Mayor Weaver said yes.

Board of Appeals and Equalization

Neil Weaver, Richard Sawyer and Steven Robertson will attend the training on March 21, 2005 in Wabasha.

Capital Projects

A meeting was set to discuss capital projects for Saturday, February 19, 2005 at 8:30 a.m.

Mayor Weaver clarified that the $25,000 the City pledged to the sesquicentennial is for the celebration and not for the gazebo.

Water Service Disconnects

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the water shutoffs and certification letters to the County as per the attached schedule.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Server Rates and Future Infrastructure Projects

Councilmember Pederson stated that the City faces numerous upcoming infrastructure and other projects and that the Council needs to understand potential debt increases and their effect on real estate taxes and user rates.  Using a chart he prepared, Councilmember Peterson suggested keeping real estate taxes level and keeping the debt on the user fee side.  By keeping property taxes level, homes in Plainview would remain attractive.  He felt the Council is unprepared  to make decisions without further information.  Mayor Weaver indicated that he had called Lakeside and Plainview Milk to let them know of the Council’s actions.  Councilmember Pederson requested that staff prepare a schedule of potential projects and debt for use in future decision making which will assist in water/sewer rates.  

City Administrator Robertson suggested that the meeting on February 19, 2005 also include discussion on Capital Improvements, long range planning and water and sewer infrastructure projects.  Councilmember Pederson also added a suggestion to charge a little more than is needed to save for future projects arguing that a project can cost an additional 55% to 60% if it’s paid for with debt instead of savings.  Mayor Weaver clarified that existing funds are being invested on a regular basis and the City is going to increase rates to pay for the projects and the City is going to raise rates this year and the City is going to raise rates next year to do it.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson reminded the Council that a poster would go up and that effective February 1, 2005 rural residents would be allowed to only take out two items at a time.  

City Administrator reminded Councilmember Pederson and Mayor Weaver that Robyn from the State would be at City Hall Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m. for the Wellhead Protection  Plan.

City Administrator Steven Robertson asked for a volunteer to be on a committee to review the City Code.  Councilmember Pederson volunteered.

Councilmember Eversman stated that the Liquor Store had nothing to report.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked about an industrial park.  The parks in Stewartville and Byron were getting new tenants.  Councilmember Peterson stated that EDA has a committee looking into this.

Councilmember Pederson will serve on the Migrant Council

Councilmember Peterson asked for Public Works to fix up the stop signs as they are looking pink.  He suggested that City property should have appropriate snow removal and asked about ambulance.  City Administrator stated that the Library and Ambulance take care of themselves.  Councilmember Sawyer asked why all departments are not treated the same.  

Councilmember Peterson asked about speakers for Council Chambers.  Council will address this at the February 19 meeting.

Mayor Weaver updated the Council on the Wabasha Law Enforcement Center.  He said the legislature was going to change the statutes to allow a county to have a jail away from the county seat.  EDA and PADCO will be sending Neil Weaver, at their expense, to the jail seminar in Colorado in April.   If the jail comes here, the County will look at 25 acres for the jail and 25 acres for the fairgrounds too.  The location would be on the old fairgrounds.  Mayor Weaver indicated that Rebekah’s may have a new Chinese restaurant and that they are interested in a beer and a wine license.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Building permit letter to Donovans.

Sign letter to Morath Vet Clinic.

Building permit letter to Feenstra.

Building permit letter to Stoltz.

Building permit letter to McCaleb.

Building permit letter to Ranta.

Building permit letter to Durgin.

Council letter to Kaupas regarding license.

Letter to Sanitary Sewer regarding board membership.

Mead and Hunt figures.

Yaggy Colby newsletter.

State Capitol centennial letter.

League of Minnesota Cities reverse referendum proposal.

Levy data per capita.

State Auditor letter of thanks.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 14, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Ralph Todd, Jessie Todd, Darold Heddlesten, Corey Stephans(Hofshulte), Rich Klees, Eric Sawyer, George Mason, Norma Mason

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda with the addition of Ambulance Resignation under new business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 24, 2005

Building Permits- 0

Other Licenses/Permits- D & K Enterprises Liquor License 

Bills- $177,356.28

Department Head Reports- Fire, Ambulance 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda amending the minutes as noted. Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that in light of the issuance of the liquor license, it had been suggested that the public parking lot west of the fire hall not only be fixed up, but also marked as parking for fire volunteers only or something to that effect.  Fire Chief Klees suggested that it be mentioned to the Kaupa’s.  This will be on the agenda in two weeks.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Heavy Traffic Routes

City Administrator Steven Robertson clarified that trucks can drive on any street to make deliveries, but that there is no parking at night.  Signs would come down on streets no longer designated as truck routes.  City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that trucks routes are intended to be for through traffic.  Councilmember Pederson asked what the penalty is for parking overnight on streets where there is no truck parking.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that it’s a misdemeanor which is up to $1,000 fine and 90 days in jail unless the penalty is specified as something other.  Councilmember Pederson encouraged enforcing the ordinance.  Steven Robertson indicated that Chief Doughty had said that if the Council wished this to be a priority, he will follow up.  This was the first reading of the ordinance.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Lot Split for Harvest Ridge

Ron Carlson Enterprises admits they made a mistake with the lot line and is requesting taking two feet through a lot split.  City Administrator Steven Robertson suggested a $500 fine since the only cost to the city is the engineering cost to change the city maps.  Councilmember Pederson indicated that if there is no cost to us he has no problem with the lot split.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that the fine should be enough so that the builders won’t do it again and would prefer a penalty large enough to defer negligent action.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the City Building Inspector does not inspect setbacks and that their job is enforcing the building code.  The correct setbacks and lot lines would fall to the City Administrator or Public Works.  Corey Stevens from Hofshulte Excavating says that some diggers don’t check the property lines and that with most lots there’s no problem since there’s enough room but with smaller lots there might be a problem and in this case the contractor didn’t check the lines.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that there is nothing in the ordinance to allow a fine like $500 and stipulated that City ordinances must use stricter language and dictate the penalty if an ordinance is not followed suggesting that City ordinances are written so weakly that the City cannot enforce them.  City Administrator Steven Robertson felt that the City ordinances could be enforced with the blanket statement listed at the beginning of the ordinances.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the lot split application for Ron Carlson with the imposition of a $500 fine.  Motion passed unanimously.

The City will not sign off on the lot split until the $500 is paid.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested that the City beef up the ordinances and make up a list of criminal violations that would serve as a guideline to the County judges.

NEW BUSINESS

TIF Revenue Note for First Homes

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to authorize the signing of the TIF revenue note with First Homes(assigned by Harvest Ridge/Three Rivers Community Action).  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Assistance on Waterway Maintenance

Ralph and Jessie Todd stated that there is a waterway on their property.  Their concern is that the stagnant water which accumulates in the now-cracked cement may create a public nuisance.  They stated that the City has maintained it over the years and in one of the recent years, the City had left a larger hole where the water now collects.  Ray Blowers had cleaned it out regularly.  It’s on private property but the water is City water coming from the other side of the road.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that it’s possible it is a wetland and it might be best to check with the County.  Councilmember Peterson suggested the City devise a policy on dealing with these recurring issues.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested obtaining a 10 foot drainage easement.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that his concern was City access to get in and out.  The Council will follow up with the issue and ask the Todds back at a later date.

Special Long Range Planning Meeting

The meeting was changed to Saturday, February 26, 2005 at 8:30 a.m.

New Hires for the Fire Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of James Tentis and Anton Welke for the Fire Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Flower Planters Downtown

Councilmember Pederson was concerned about who maintains the planters.  Councilmember Peterson noted that it may enhance the City for the Sesquicentennial.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to support the planters with the understanding that there would be no responsibility on the part of the City for any care, maintenance, repair, or liability and that the planters must have a diameter no greater than two feet at its widest.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson suggested changing the ordinance to allow items on the sidewalk which might have a public purpose(803.9)

Resolution Offering Assistance and Cooperation in Locating Wabasha County Law Enforcement Center

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Resolution #05-01 offering cooperation and assistance with Wabasha County in the construction of a law enforcement center.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Request to Vacate Sanitary Sewer Outfall Easement

A citizen wants to sell a home but discovered that there is an easement on their property, as well as on 40 acres, from 1940.  The City had purchased some land for a sewer plant and acquired the easement at that time.  The City Administrator will check to make sure the easement hasn’t been vacated already.  The petitioner will need to fill out a form requesting the vacation after which a public hearing will need to be held.   

Potential Water/Sewer Service  South of TH42

George Mason is requesting a private line for water and for 23 acres for possible future development and thought he could hook onto a trunk sewer line.  The City Administrator indicated that he’s not sure what size line is out there and that the City Code discourages service lines off of trunk lines.  The Sanitary Sewer Director Rick Turri had also not recommended this because if there’s a backup, it would go directly into their house unless there’s backflow preventor.  Fire Chief Rich Klees stated that he thought the City cannot allow any building out there if there’s not a hydrant within 400 or so feet according to the Fire Code.  In addition, the 1 ½ inch line would not accommodate the construction.  They will need a new water main which will be expensive.  City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that it would only be cost effective to invest if he’s ready to develop.  The City Administrator will check with the Fire Chief to determine what the fire code requires.   

Old City Dump Site

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that she had been approached by Tom Mosher from Wabasha County regarding a complaint from a county citizen regarding the old city dump in Highland Township.  She explained that the MPCA had conducted assessments  in 2001 and 2002 and had also communicated with the City in 1969 and 1974 regarding the site and was surprised no one seemed to know about it. She has contacted the MPCA, the League of Minnesota Cities, and the former mayor regarding questions about the site.  The City is liable for what’s been put into the dump.  Mayor Weaver indicated that he thought the city is liable for 99 years and that superfund funds are available.  City Attorney Tom Canan expressed his concerns over the metals present at the site and suggested a monitoring well.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson will follow up with possible courses of action. 

2004 Preliminary Financial Results

The audit is substantially completed.  The preliminary financial results are for Council review.

Resignations from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Todd Weinzierl from the Ambulance Service effective February 17, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that the Board of Appeals, which usually falls on the 4th Monday of April, would not work for County Assessor so he will get back to the City on a revised date.  She added too that the Council will need to decide who will work the May 7th Spring cleanup.  Councilmember Sawyer added that the City would need to decide if they charge for the service or not.

City Administrator Steven Robertson wanted clarification from the Council regarding the vet clinic sidewalk.  He read the minutes and listened to part of the tapes and could find no reference to a special agreement.  The Council had generally agreed that the sidewalk should match the present dimensions of the area and line up to existing sidewalks and to match the adjoining properties.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to clarify that the vet clinic is required to install their cement sidewalk to match the present dimensions of the area and line up to existing sidewalks and to match the adjoining properties.  Motion passed unanimously. 

City Administrator also asked for clarification from the City Attorney regarding appropriateness  of abstaining by Council members.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that if a councilmember or mayor knows they will be abstaining from an issue, they should not participate in any of the discussion regarding the issue, either before or after the motion is made.  The City Administrator stated that if they know they are going to abstain, that they leave the room during the discussion. 

Councilmember Pederson will approach the Sesquicentennial committee regarding a planter in the median of the street at 2nd Av and 3rd St.

Mayor Weaver noted that he had received a complaint but that it was not signed and suggested that complaints not signed should not be acted upon.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson added that, in light of the dump issue, that there were such things as whistleblower laws and anonymous tiplines which do serve a public purpose.  Mayor Weaver also indicated that he would be going to the jail seminar in Colorado at PADCO’s expense with the County Commissioners.  Councilmember Pederson asked when a decision by the County might be made.  Tom Canan added that aside from the legal issue regarding jails outside of County seats, that another hurdle was that court administrators were also required to be located in the county seat.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from MN Department of Health on water supply inspection.

Letter from Plainview Animal Clinic regarding sign 

Letter from MN Initiative Fund regarding support.

Letter from US Cable regarding rate increase.

Response letter to Attorney Steve Erwin regarding Meyer pager issue.

Letter to Finne’s regarding annexation issues.

1992 letter to SELCO regarding funding.

Letter to Crary regarding zoning.

Letter to Boyce regarding attendance of County Commissioners at City meetings.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 26, 2005 at 8:40 a.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Kim Zabel, Eric Sawyer

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Capital Improvements

City Administrator Steven Robertson  reviewed the list submitted by Department Heads for capital improvements utilizing the Unexpended Budget Fund, noting  that the Public Works Director had withdrawn the request for the new park shelter as he felt other city funds should be utilized to erect the new structure.  Mayor Weaver stated that there would be no Sesquicentennial Committee participation in the shelter as it would be a city project.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for clarification as the Sesquicentennial Committee had initiated the idea and was willing to raise funds over and above the amount the City would designate for the shelter to make it special and had considered selling pavers to be placed around the shelter. The committee felt it could make a great collaborative effort.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf has been checking with Ron Manzow on gazebo styles from the 1850’s.  Nancy Richardson added that the Public Works Director was working very hard on writing a grant for the shelter and added that the Council needed to consider in their planning the possible selection of a skateboard park. The Council will consider Committee involvement.  An additional $2,000 would be required to outfit the new patrol car, but the Police felt he could find it out of operations.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to expend $51,000 from the Unexpended Budget Fund at the request of the Department Heads.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Debt and Long Term Borrowing

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized the comprehensive comparative city data he had collected on various demographics, tax rates, levy rates, TIF, and assessments noting that Plainview is near the average on many statistics however most cities have an average of $183,000 in assessments whereas Plainview has $0.  In addition, Plainview water and sewer rates are much lower than the average city.  Finance Director/City Clerk noted that even if the city were to double its water and sewer rates, the rates would still be about average.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reviewed a worksheet she had constructed which tied in debt levels with levy rates and end-user rates for water and sewer and would allow for the analysis of various scenarios regarding debt, levies, and water and sewer rates.  She emphasized that the Council needs to determine which projects it is likely to undertake to more accurately forecast and to prepare for financing.   

Long Range Planning Goals

Mayor Weaver addressed the law enforcement center issue.  He stated that the legislature will have a hearing next week on the bill introduced that would allow counties to have a jail outside of the county seat.  Twenty-five acres of land would be purchased by the City and EDA would finance the building at an additional one percent added to the interest rate.  Water and sewer are already available at the site.  The City could begin building the structure in the fall.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked the Mayor if the City would have a commitment from the County before the City starts building in the fall to which he replied absolutely.  He proposed the City use the Nursing Home Funds to purchase the land.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that if the Nursing Home funds were to be used for the purchase, then there should be a stipulation that the nursing home fund be replenished for future economic development needs.  Mayor Weaver added that he will be attending the jail class in Colorado with the County commissioners.  In light of the rental of jail cells from other counties, he felt the County won’t be able to get a referendum passed for the jail.  The goal is to get the County seat in Plainview and he feels that we have four commissioner votes.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that Senator Sheila Kiscaden may be visiting on Friday.  Mayor Weaver finished by saying that it’s an exciting opportunity which would bring 70 jobs to the community with little cost to the city of Plainview and the fairgrounds might be tacked on as well.  

City Administrator continued with discussion of the agenda item of long range planning.  He mentioned the possibility of lining sewers this fall for $100,000.  

No priorities were discussed with the general sentiment that the priorities were the same as last year.  City Administrator Steven Robertson suggested that the long range planning be reviewed again at budget time so as to properly incorporate the ideas into the 2006 budget.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Pederson brought up the idea of Plainview being a senior-friendly place and would like to talk about the growth of senior population at a future council meeting.     

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 10:34 a.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 28, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Darold Heddlesten, Ron Partridge, Chuch Coggins, Tyrone Spenst, Jim Severson, Cindy Severson, Rick Dohrn

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda adding New Business item F, Lot split for LeVan Subdivision.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 14, 2005 and February 26, 2005

Building Permits-  1

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 

Bills- $ 85,540.60

Department Head Reports-  None 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Amendment to Section 301, Heavy Truck Routes, and Section 700.3 Parking Provisions

City Administrator Steven Robertson read a letter from Plainview Milk Products regarding this issue.  Dallas Moe had suggested in his letter to add back a few routes and wanted to know about truck parking.  Specifically with respect to the cement area south of Schad and Zabel Funeral Home, Darold Heddlesten stated that the new cement apron was meant to be for parking during the day while waiting to get in and not for night parking.  Councilmember Pederson thought that if the issue were that important to Plainview Milk, then a representative should have attended.  Rick Dohrn stated his concern about the continued use of traffic on 5th Av NE.  His business trucks come around High Plains and sometimes arrive in the middle of the night and park there and a change would impact his business.  Councilmember Sawyer added that the Council has considered all of this for safety reasons and being able to see around trucks.  Councilmember Pederson indicated that he thought that if the street is posted and the City defined the area allowing parking and it’s at least 30 feet from the intersection, then he’d propose re-adding 5th Av up to 2nd St.

MOTION: Pederson moved to approve adoption of ordinance #05-01 adding 5th Ave up to 1st Street and only allowing vehicle parking on 5th Avenue.  Motion failed for lack of a second. 

Councilmember Sawyer was concerned about allowing exceptions and other parties asking for exceptions to the rule.  It was determined that the Council wanted to visit the site on 5th Av.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table the adoption of the ordinance until the March 14, 2005 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Ron Partridge thanked the Council for all they do.  He went on the say that a group of churches had declared Forty Days of Prayer to coincide with Lent starting February 9, 2005 with the theme of “Seek God for the City”.   On March 6th the churches will hold a service to pray for all government leaders at all levels.  He distributed forms for the councilmembers to mail in if they so chose on which they could indicate specific concerns they would ask to be prayed for.  

Jim Severson, on behalf of the West Broadway Council, asked if the City would reconsider helping out with their planter project by agreeing to have Public Works water the plants.  Their desire was to alleviate any concerns regarding liability by wording their solicitation differently.  Jim modified his letter to clearly state that the flowers were a Broadway project, not a City project.  

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to support the planters with the understanding that there would be no responsibility on the part of the City for any care, maintenance, repair, or liability other than allowing watering of the planters by City staff and that the planters must have a diameter no greater than two feet at its widest.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Former Municipal Dump Site

For information only. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency contacts had not yet returned the call.  

NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Melanie Upton part-time at $7.63 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Police Department 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Todd Weinzierl from the Police Department effective February 24, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

Plainview Elgin Sanitary Sewer District Environmental Awareness Worksheet

For information only.

Building Permit Update

For information only.

City Engineer Discussion

Bill Ohm has left Mead and Hunt and Mead and Hunt would no longer have municipal services in LaCrosse but they would be out of Green Bay instead.  Engineer services are not required to be bid out but given the exit of Bill Ohm from Mead and Hunt, Council generally agree to solicit bids. Various bid components were discussed.  Neil Weaver, Richard Sawyer, Michael Burgdorf and Steven Robertson will serve on a committee to prepare the bid document.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to start the bidding process for a new City Engineer.  Motion passed unanimously.

Lot Split for LeVan Subdivision

MOTION: Pederson moved, Petereson second to approve the lot split for Verlyn LeVan in LeVan Subdivision.  Motion passed unanimously.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman noted that she would be attending the Youth Center meeting on Tuesday night.

Councilmember Sawyer suggested the Council send letters to various businesses regarding the revised truck routes.  He also suggested that the police monitor their activities.  He felt there should also be penalties for violations.  The Police Chief will research how other communities handle this issue. 

Councilmember Sawyer asked about the status of the speed equipment from Wabasha.  City Administrator Steven Robertson will  check with Wabasha.

Councilmember Peterson commented that he felt the special meeting had gone very well.

Mayor Weaver also commented that the Special meeting  had gone very well.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Ricahrdson added that the 2004 Liquor Store financial results were distributed.

City Administrator Steven Robertson asked about adding power to the cemetery podium.  At Councilmember Pederson’s suggestion, he will ask the American Legion to see if this an official request.  It was suggested that the Legion pay for the installation and then the City would pay for the electricity after that.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that Mr Stamschor wanted the City brush for his racetrack.  Brush would be directly delivered to the track by the residents and the track would chip it there.   The Public Works Director will gather cost and other information about this issue.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that the Building Code requires new items for inspection and CMS had responded with a suggested fee.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve a flat fee of $25 for each of the additional inspection items.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Councilmember Sawyer inquired as to the half cent sales tax and how it could be used to finance sidewalks and other city projects.  Finance Director/City Clerk mentioned that the City could establish all or parts of the city as Special Sidewalks Districts and then property owners within the district would be assessed through taxes for the project on an equal basis and it would not require special formulas attached to individual parcels. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter to Pepin regarding sidewalk maintenance.

Letter to Wells Fargo regarding sidewalk maintenance.

Letter to ABA regarding sidewalk maintenance.

Letter to high Plains Coop regarding sidewalk maintenance.

Copy of Post Bulletin Southeast Business Journal article on Plainview.

Followup letter to the Todd’s regarding the spillway.

Letter from CMS regarding flat fee permits.

Letter from League of Minnesota Cities regarding Berkley Risk Administrators indictment.

Letter regarding Medearis suit.

SELCO letter to Wabasha County.

Letter to Jeff Fry regarding Orchard Hills Creek Cleanup.

Letter to Boettcher regarding building permit requirement.

2004 Liquor Financial Results

LMC Friday Fax

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order March 14, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Janie Zarling, Ethan Snyder, James Zarling, Andy Thedens, Thomas Ferk, Michael Burgdorf, Eric Sawyer, Nicholas Lange, Kim Lange, Ron Partridge, and Jack Stamschor.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda, with the addition of New Business Item C, 2005 Library Budget.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 28, 2005 

Building Permits- None

Other Licenses/Permits- None

Bills- $45,698.24 (plus $19,607.70 handed out the night of the meeting)

Department Head Reports- Police, Ambulance, Library

Donation- $20 (in memory of Lowell and Evelyn Boelter)

Boards- EDA

Resolutions- None

Councilperson Pederson commented on the police report and stated that he liked the report.  Councilperson Pederson asked why there were so many ambulance runs in the first two months of 2005.  Councilperson Pederson suggested that in the future that different city departments consider using one pest control vendor.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Amendment to Section 301, Heavy Truck Routes, and Section 700.3 Parking Provisions

Administrator Robertson stated that this is the third meeting that the City Council discussed changing the ordinances.  He noted that at a previous meeting the City Council reviewed comments from two businesses that would be impacted.  It was generally agreed by the City Council that the proposed route changes are appropriate and that no changes should be made to the proposed 2005 Truck Route map.

Councilpersons Pederson, Eversman, and Sawyer discussed the wording on the ordinance.  There was some concern that the proposed ordinance may not cover other vehicles which could also possibly damage roads, reduce visibility, or cause a nuisance.  It was agreed that Councilmembers Sawyer and Pederson would work together and come up with some ideas to improve the proposed ordinance changes and get the information back to the City Administrator.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table the item until the next meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
There were no community petitions.  The Mayor welcomed several boy scouts who were in the audience.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Wood Chip Request

Administrator Robertson stated that the City had a request from the owners of Midway Motocross to take some of the City’s wood chipping.  Administrator Robertson added that the Public Works Director Burgdorf had suggested that the City have citizens drive directly to the racetrack, that way the City could permanently remove the compost site at the Public Works Garage (a common complaint from citizens).  Jack Stamschor stated that he would not like to have a lot of traffic at his racetrack and that he did not want citizens driving directly to his property.  He would rather have them drop the debris off at the garage and then have the City haul it to him.

MOTION: Peterson moved to accept the wood chip offer.  Peterson removed the motion.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to have the City Attorney and Public Works Director create a contract for wood chips and compost with Jack and Cindy Stamshchor.  Motion passed unanimously.  

The following terms would to be included with the contract: the contract would be annual, the City will not pay any amount, the City will be responsible to haul the debris to the race track, the City will not guarantee quality or quantity of debris, the Stamschors will provide an all weather road, and the Stamschors will clearly mark a location for the debris to be dropped off.

Sesquicentennial Committee (Park Shelter and Gazebo)

Councilperson Peterson, as a representative of the Sesquicentennial Committee, discussed the committee’s idea for a gazebo; they thought it would make a great legacy project.  

A citizen in the audience asked if there would be citizen input before a decision was made.  She stated that her scouts really love Wedgewood Park and enjoy playing in the open area.   She concluded by stating that she would hate to lose all the open space and that she would rather see one large building than two or three smaller buildings.

Administrator Robertson discussed the idea of having a special meeting between some City persons and some Sesquicentennial Committee members meet to come to some sort of a conclusion.  Mayor Weaver recommended the following: Michael Burgdorf, Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Ron Manzow, Joel Eggneberger, and possibly Steven Robertson.  The committee will meet soon and report back to the City Council at the next meeting.

Board of Equalization

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to set the Board of Equalization meeting for Monday, May 9, 2005 at 6:00 p.m..  Motion passed unanimously.

Update on Plainview-Elgin Sanitary Sewer District Phosphorous Limits

Administrator Robertson stated that this item was for information only; no City Council action is required.  He stated that this information was included to show that the Wastewater Plant is working with the major industries to reduce phosphorous discharges in the future.

City Engineer Discussion

Mayor Weaver stated that he did not think that the City should have to pay for mileage.  Councilperson Pederson stated that travel time is also something that the City should not pay.  City Attorney Cannan suggested that possibly the City would like to consider a monthly retainer option.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the engineering RFP with the changes to mileage, travel time, and retainer.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Cemetery Mowing and City Hall Cleaning Bids

Administrator Robertson stated that City Hall received several very good bids, but the background/reference checks have not been completed yet.  Public Works Director Burgdorf recommended that the City Council approve Timm’s Lawn Care as the lowest reasonable bidder ($325 mowing and $405 trimming).

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Timm’s Lawn Care out of Wabasha as the lowest reasonable bidder for the cemetery mowing bid.  Motion passed unanimously.

Orchard Hills Waterway Proposal

Administrator Robertson discussed McGhie & Betts proposal to work on the Orchard Hills Creek Waterway.  He provided some background information on the proposal; instead of dredging a trench into the creek, the engineers are going to focus on mitigation.   Administrator Robertson added that the suggested City estimated share of the cost is more than initially anticipated.  

Public Works Director Burgdorf asked what was the point of the sedimentation basin if a lot of the water comes from the People’s State Bank Pond.  He also asked if the waterway will be redirected through the Orchard Hills 5 West stormwater pond (labeled Outlot A).  Administrator Robertson replied that those are some good questions but that he did not know the answers.  It was decided that Administrator Robertson would contact Peter Meyer’s engineers, get the answers, and get back to the City Council.

Library 2005 Operating Budget
Councilperson Sawyer discussed the library’s request to increase their operating budget by $8,000 (originally $15,000).  The plan is to use money that was allocated, but not spent, in last year’s budget and use it to replace the windows, buy a new computer, increase 200 staff hours, increase employee insurance, and transfer some funding to the public works department.  Administrator Robertson stated that there some confusion with the budget; it appeared to him that a line item (equity transfer) was misleading and made it look like the 2004 budget was larger than initially approved in December 2003.  Administrator Robertson added that he does not know the budget or budget program as well as the City Clerk, it appears that there should only be about $8,000 unspent from last year’s budget.  He apologized for any mistake or misunderstanding on the budget.

Administrator Robertson stated that the library had initially asked for the new computer as a capital project, but it was agreed to by the department heads that computers should be replaced out of operating budget (this would include the Library, Liquor, City Hall, and Public Works Departments).  Administrator Robertson added that he understood the reason behind the Library’s request; the department would like to spend money that was not used in the previous year.  However, he cautioned the City Council that they need to make sure that they do not run afoul of Maintenance of Effort.  Administrator Robertson also added that over the phone today the City Clerk expressed concern because by changing the 2005 operating budget 3 months after it was approved does not make good financial sense.  City Councilperson Pederson stated that he did not think it was good to change one department’s budget just after they told all department heads not to increase their budget by more than payroll expenses.  City Councilperson concluded by stating he would be in favor of the capital projects, but not approve changes to the already approved 2005 budget.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve funding the new computer and 25 replacement windows out of the Library Fund.  Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer, and Eversman for and Weaver against.  Motion passed.

Administrator Robertson asked about the other three projects; are these projects flatly denied or can the library still proceed if they can find the money in their currently approved operating budget?

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to allow the library to proceed with the extra staff hours, extra staff insurance, and Public Works Trash Reimbursement, but only if it is possible for the department head to finance them through the existing 2005 operating budget.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Volunteer Appreciation Day

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to designate Saturday, April 30, 2005, as Volunteer Appreciation Day.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Councilperson Pederson asked to have the Public Works Director and City Clerk work together and draw up potential project costs for future debt.  Besides the sewer and water projects and pool project, this should include likely street reconstruction projects.  Some preliminary information should be in the next City Council packet.

City Councilperson Peterson asked Michael Burgdorf about replacing some bleached stop signs.  Public Works Director Burgdorf started that no one told him about the request and added that the only way he knew about it was by reading the minutes.  

City Attorney Canan commented on the Rochester Post Bulletin article on the Sunshine Law and local governments compliance.  He added that several people commented to him about the positive comments about Plainview and the City’s response to data requests.

Administrator Roberson commented on the letter that the City received from Rick Turri at the Sanitary Sewer plant.  Rick Turri had noticed someone dumping unidentified waste into the car wash from some buckets.  It was asked that the Police Chief review the letter and look into it.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter to County Auditor to assess clean up costs to home at 20 1st Ave NW

Letter from the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center thanking for the city’s commitment

Letter to Andy Welti underscoring the City’s support of HF 1287

Flyer for Rolling Plains Art Gallery (Saturday April 23 and 24)

Letter form Ralph Todd giving the City permission to enter his property at 535 East Broadway

Letter from Faith in Action about Volunteer Appreciation Day

Information on Friday Fax, Wabasha County book limits, County Jail, and Sunshine Law (handed out at meeting).

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   Sawyer moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order Monday, March 28, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator - Absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Al Sisson, Wally Richardson, Mike Morath, Jeanette Morath, Michael Burgdorf, Ken Oscarson, Fred Heaser, Marian Burgdorf, Eric Sawyer, Ron Partridge, Pat Burgdorf

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- March 14, 2005

Building Permits- 10

Other Licenses/Permits- 5 

Bills- $ 270,231.07

Department Head Reports- Fire 

Boards- None

Resolutions- #05-03(gambling permit)

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

DNR Grant for New Park Shelter

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf presented the schematic for the proposed park shelter and said the fringe design on the bottom of the roof was from the 1800’s.  Goals were to best fit the park and secondly was to try to coordinate with the Sesquicentennial.  There will be lavatories and a storage space, adding 20 feet to the north.  Cost of the project is $71,900.  If the grant is received, the City portion would be $35,950.  Councilmember Pederson asked if the capacity will be reduced and it will not.  The project funds for the grant will not be released until this Fall, so this summer the roof and the posts will need to be removed if anyone wants to use that space.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Resolution #05-04 in support of a DNR grant for a park shelter.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Amendment to Section 301, Heavy Truck Routes, and Section 700.3 Parking Provisions

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson read attorney Tom Canan’s comments to the Council regarding the ordinance.  Councilmember Eversman noted that City street signs refer to vehicles over 4,000 pounds and perhaps that should be used in the wording.  Councilmembers Pederson and Sawyer had additional concerns and suggested changes.  Fred Heaser noted that the wording should be very specific because if you include some, you might be excluding others, ie tri-axles, quad-axles, etc.  Additional comments concerned truck parking when the motor or the refrigeration units are running.  Councilmember Sawyer added that he would like to see the comments from Plainview Milk Products addressed and that the County engineer had noted that the city streets are not constructed for heavy vehicles and that visibility is still a safety concern.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to table the final ordinance wording to the next Council meeting so as to incorporate the concerns of Councilmembers Eversman, Sawyer, and Pederson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Mike Morath from the vet clinic asked about his sidewalk issue being addressed a month ago and why he wasn’t notified.  He wanted clarification as to what was expected of them, why, and why the issue was addressed and voted upon without their input.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson read the Council motions relating to this issue from September 2004 and on. Councilmember Sawyer indicated that the ordinance should be followed to which Mike Morath stated that the city attorney was not able to clarify specifically what the requirements were.  He went on to recap what he had understood had transpired and that the City attorney had previously stated “for continuity to replace what was there.”  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that she had thought the building permit on file was the definitive answer to which Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf replied that he felt the permit was unclear.  He added that the way the Moraths’s would make the sidewalk, it would have a swing in it and it will replace what was there but it won’t line up with the library sidewalk.   

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to allow the Plainview Animal Clinic to construct a five foot cement sidewalk which will lay up against the south side of the curb and be parallel to the street.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Peterson, Weaver.  Voting against: Eversman, Sawyer.

Mike Morath went on to discuss snow removal and the sidewalk. Mayor Weaver asked Mike Morath if he will work with Michael Burgdorf before laying the sidewalk to which Mike Morath said yes.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Woodchip Contract for Midway Motocross

Mayor Weaver asked Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf to address this issue to which Burgdorf responded that he was out of the loop and he hadn’t been in the loop.  Councilmember Sawyer asked why the City needed to obtain the burning permit when it was on their property and hence, the material was theirs.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf indicated that the City needs to apply for the burning permit because according to the State that’s the only way to do it and that the City needs to go back to Midway to pick up compost material for city residents.   Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked if picking up of compost was addressed elsewhere in the contract and Burgdorf indicated he had not read the contract in his packet and he had no idea and he wasn’t asked before that.

Mike Morath asked if this meant that they no longer have a compost contract and that they did not get to bid it, adding that if the city is done, then there will be things to do to add finality.  Councilmember Peterson apologized on behalf of the City to the Moraths for the miscommunication.  This discussion was tabled until the next meeting.  

City Hall Cleaning Contract

Councilmember Pederson suggested looking into one cleaning contract for the library, City Hall, and the liquor store.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson added that the City should also then consider creating a city staff position for cleaning as a possibility.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the bid and contract for the City Hall cleaning contract.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Eckstein Field City/School Contract

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf indicated that the contract is only for spring and fall (baseball and football).  A meeting is being scheduled with Peter Grant to finalize the contract terms.

Additional Information on Orchard Hills Waterway Plans

Councilmember Pederson inquired about the backhoe.  The builders are trying to tie into the sewer line in Orchard Hills Five.  Councilmember Sawyer noted the discrepancy in the payment letters.  The plan is being finalized.

May 7th Spring Cleanup

Councilmembers Sawyer and Pederson offered to staff the clean up from 9 to noon on May 7th.  A price list will be prepared.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to continue to charge for the Spring Clean up items dropped off.  Motion passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Resignations from the Liquor Store

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to accept the resignations of Rebecca Schad  from the Liquor Store effective March 11, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Police Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Ryan Lodermeier part-time effective March 23, 2005 pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Board of Equalization Information

Councilmembers Pedereson and Sawyer both found the seminar very useful.

COUNCIL COMMENT


Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that she and Peg Tentis had received a scholarship for the MMCI- leaving  80 hours of education costing only $470.

Certification to the County

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to certify a delinquent water bill to the County for 350 3rd St SW.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 Nancy Richardson indicated that the audit was substantially completed and hoped the auditor could meet with the Council at the April 25th meeting.  

She added that she hoped Dan Standinger could meet with the Council on 2005 insurance at one of the April meetings after the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust processes the information.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if we’re going out for bids this year.  Richardson responded no and that we usually go with the League of Minnesota Cities.  Sawyer said he understood and there’s a lot of insurance companies that go through the Minnesota League of Cities and we should look at it every year.  Richardson responded that if the Council wishes to go out for bids it can go out for bids.  Councilmember Pederson added that he really thought we should.  Mayor Weaver added that we should investigate and see what else is available. 

Lastly, Nancy Richardson asked for approval of $1500 to $1600 dollars for a sound system.  She noted that the Department Heads did not approve it as a priority or out of the UBF funds, so she suggested the Council act on this and charge it to the Council budget.  Council requested to see the bids at the next Council meeting.

Councilmember Pederson asked about the timing of the need for a new water tower to which Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf responded that according to State guidelines, the water tower should have the capacity to handle one day’s worth of usage.  The City’s current water tower holds 500,000 gallons and usage can be 750,000 gallons.  

City Council complimented the Public Works Director on the snow removal during the recent snowstorm.  

Proposed Changes to City Code Regarding Ambulance Advisory Board
Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer indicated that several changes for the Ambulance Advisory Board had been approved by the Council in 2003 but they had been treated as policy changes, not as ordinance changes.  Staff will make the proposed changes and present them to the Council for review before a public hearing is called.  

Midway Motocross/Event Base Rate

Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer explained that the City had been outbid for services at Midway Motocross this summer.  To make up for lost revenues, Sawyer had suggested creating a fourth rate specifically for events.  The Ambulance Advisory Board is currently short a few members, and as one member was abstaining from voting on the issue, a quorum was not present.  Sawyer asked the Council to consider his proposal since they make the final decision anyway.  Given the lack of a full board and the timing of the beginning of the races next month, the Council generally agreed to consider the issue for 2006. 

Lastly, Eric Sawyer noted that 3 Ambulance volunteers who had not completed their training had been invoiced for their class.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Invoice to Doyle for Ambulance training.

Invoice to Hutchison for Ambulance training.

Invoice to Arnold for Ambulance training.

Letter to Tony Montgomery regarding infrastructure.

Letter from PE Sanitary Sewer District regarding illegal dumping at the car wash.

Letter to Nelson regarding Transitional zoning.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 11, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Eric Sawyer, David Diehm, Carol Eidenschenck, Pamela K Schlegel-Medearis, Ervin Medearis, Fred Heaser, Bob Eidenschenck, Michael L. Burgdorf, Darold Heddlesten, Steve Kreofsky, Brian Kilen, David Morrill 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- March 28, 2005

Building Permits- 5

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 

Bills- $ 239,968.57 

Department Head Reports- Library 

Boards- Ambulance

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit for Plainview Milk Products Laboratory and Trucker Room

Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing.  Carol Eidenschenck objected to the conditional use permit because she believes it will create more traffic, congestion and noise.  Pamela K Schlegel-Medearis objected to the conditional use permit because she believes they were told there is less traffic now than there was 1, 2 or 3 years ago so she questions why it is needed.  Ervin Medearis objected to the conditional use permit due to pollution and smoke onto their property.  Bob Eidenschenck also objected.  Pam Medearis addressed City Attorney Tom Canan asking if Plainview Milk Products is allowed to take any action when they are facing a possible appeal to which Tom Canan responded that he was not sure if the court indicated if there’s any limitations.  Pamela K Schlegel-Medearis asked Councilmember Eversman about her comment regarding the truck turn and added that it would seem to be a very sharp turn.  Councilmember Sawyer added that at the Planning Commission hearing that they were told that traffic would not increase.  Pamela K Schlegel-Medearis clarified that her issue was not the number of trucks, it was the turning.  Mayor Weaver closed the public hearing.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Conditional Use Permit #05-01 for Plainview Milk Products to add a laboratory and trucker room with the City Attorney to prepare the findings of fact.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ordinance Amendment, Heavy Traffic Routes and Parking Provisions

City Attorney Tom Canan suggested adopting definitions for the trucks noted in the proposed ordinance.  Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern over allowing a semi-trailer to park.  There was some discussion as per weight per axle.  Fred Heaser expressed a concern over width allowed to be parked.  Councilmember Pederson explained that his concern was over height and weight and that he would modify the ordinance again and would not cross out ”tractor.”  Staff will coordinate the clarification of the ordinance.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Orchard Hills Waterway/Wetland Plan

Dave Morrill from McGhie and Betts indicated he had met with staff, Peter Meyer, and Wabasha County and that he was willing to meet with the townhome association and the church as well.  The plan was to simply shape and grade the waterway.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if it needed to go all the way to 42 to which Dave Morrill responded that that would be recommended  as part of it was a wetland.  They would enhance it and improve erosion control and take the brush out.  He indicated that the project proposed would get a better chance for a permit instead of a portion of the project but nothing says the entire project needs to be done.  City Attorney Tom Canan noted that the vast majority of the project is not on a drainage easement and wants to make sure the church and association are okay with the project.  Fred Heaser noted his concern over the City doing work for private property.  Dave Morrill felt there would be a prescriptive easement and Tom Canan felt an easement should be in place.  Dave Morrill mentioned that the permit process would take about 90 days which would put the project in August.  Staff will follow up with the church and the townhome association to make sure a proper easement is drafted as well as putting in writing what each party is willing to pay.    

Midway Wood Chip Contract and Morath Compost Site Contract

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that Jack Stamschor had been in and felt the contract should reflect the fact that the brush was his property once it was deposited at his site and that he felt he would be the one acquiring the burning permit.  City Attorney Tom Canan inquired as to how often the brush would be burned to which Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf replied that if Midway is chipping then there shouldn’t be much left to burn.  Councilmember Pederson stated that he felt the City was under no obligation to provide mulch to residents.  Councilmember Peterson asked how many people came to get mulch each year to which Public Works Director responded only 5 or 6 people a year come and get the mulch.  City Attorney Tom Canan thought the mulch was for City use not for resident use and that the City should be the only one to benefit from it.    

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the contract with Midway incorporating the two suggested word changes and to approve the contract for the compost site with the Morath’s.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Hall Cleaning Contract

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the City Hall cleaning contract with MB’s Lawn Service.  Motion passed unanimously.

Eckstein Field/City/School Contract

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf reviewed some of the stipulations which will be incorporated into the new contract.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for clarification of the effective date of the new contract which appeared to reflect costs and maintenance for this Spring when the current contract went through baseball season.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to terminate the old contract with the school as of April 15, 2005 and approve the stipulations and contract for Eckstein Field effective April 15, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.

Insurance Update

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson commented that various agents were responding to the request and hopefully more information would be available at the next Council meeting.  Mayor Weaver added that he would hesitate to move it out of Plainview to which Councilmember Sawyer added that the concern was for cost savings for the City.

Former Municipal Dumpsite Update

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson summarized recent developments commenting that two firms had visited the site and gave rough estimates for clean up of the ravine, noting that the ravine is so steep that it will be difficult to clean and that there are several boulders on the hillside preventing a clean sweep cleanup.  Estimated costs for ravine clean up only were $88,000 and $100,000.  She added that City Attorney Tom Canan felt strongly that service groups or organizations and city staff should not clean up the site due to the liability and risks.  Mayor Weaver suggested using the fill from the Plainview Elgin Sanitary District to just cover all of the site as this is acceptable to the MPCA.  He will follow up with additional comments from the MPCA.   

Council Chamber Sound System

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the bid from Custom Electronics from Plainview for the proposed sound system provided Custom Electronics provides a warranty for at least one year.  Motion passed unanimously.

Engineer Bid Discussion

Mayor Weaver noted the committee will be meeting with prospective engineering firms on April 22, 2005.

Wellhead Protection Plan 60 Day Citizen Comment Period

For information only.  A 60-day comment period will be set upon completion and approval of final draft.

NEW BUSINESS

Resignations from the Ambulance 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to accept the resignations of Mike Hutchison, effective April 11, 2005; Tom Doyle, effective April 11, 2005; and Pam Register, effective April 30, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

Lakeside Donation for Ambulance Service

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the donation from Lakeside Foods to the Ambulance Department and approve the expenditure of the donation on shelving. Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance Assistant Director Resignation

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Michael Gause from the position of Assistant Director effective April 1, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.

Trees Menacing Public Safety

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve notification sent to two property owners regarding the tree menace.  Motion passed unanimously.

Flat Fees for Manufactured Home Installation Inspection

Council questioned whether the fee would cover CMS cost and staff time.  Discussion tabled until the next meeting.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman asked if the brush/compost pile was being maintained and cleared as she observed a large trailer unloading brush which blocked of the road and access to the church. The brush pile was so large that the trailer was blocking the road.

Councilmember Pederson asked if he needed a permit to replace a deck.  He asked that the Council consider for future discussion about Spring Cleanup and suggested that there be no fee and instead charge a quarterly fee with the utility bill.  Finally, he asked what kind of follow up there would be to the proclamation of Volunteer Appreciation Day on April 30, 2005.

Mayor Weaver commented that one developer had asked he and the council to reconsider the water and sewer deposits required with the building permits.  The Council generally agreed to leave the permit and fees as is.  

Mayor Weaver mentioned that the band for the Corn on the Cob dance does not have insurance and that time is getting short to hire another band with insurance.  The Council generally agreed to forego the insurance requirement this year, but to require it for 2006.  Nancy Richardson will check  for future reference with insurance to see if a one-day insurance policy can be purchased.  Councilmember Peterson will check with the Lions to see if their insurance will cover the City’s dance.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from MN DOT declining assistance with Anastacia Estates drainage issue.

Letter from Mayor to Plainview Animal Clinic clarifying contract issues.

Letter from St Joachim’s thanking City for snow removal.

Letter from Rochester Community and Technical College inviting participation on April 12th for their Rural Communtiy College Initiative.

Public Hearing notice for new facility at PE Sanitary Sewer District.

Letter from Aquila regarding sell off of selected utility properties.

Certification letter to County for delinquent water bill.

Certification letter to the County for snow removal.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 25, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Bob Carter, Lois Carter, Michael Jeppson, Michael Burgdorf, Fred Heaser, Greg Tlougan, Ron Partridge, Wally Richardson, Brian Kilen, Eric Sawyer, Howard, Rasmussen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda and the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- April 11, 2005

Building Permits- 15

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 Fireworks 

Bills- $269,541.17

Department Head Reports- EDA and EDA coordinator

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Findings of Fact- Findings of fact for Conditional Use Permit #05-02

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance Amendment, Heavy Traffic Routes and Parking Provisions

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that she had spoken with the three councilmembers concerned with the wording of the ordinance and there was agreement on the wording presented tonight.  Councilmember Pederson was concerned that the axle designation would be specific enough for enforcement purposes.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve Ordinance #05-02 regarding heavy traffic routes as proposed.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Delinquent Water Bills

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the disconnection and certification to the county if necessary of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Rats

Lois Carter complained of rats in her back yard from garbage in the compost pile at Public Works and she would like something done about it and suggested that the pile be permanently removed.  Mayor Weaver indicated that the brush had been moved to the compost site earlier today.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf added that he had not seen any rats there.   Bob Carter indicated that indeed they were rats and that they fed off of the garbage deposited last fall and asked why there was a compost pile in a residential area.  Mayor Weaver indicated that most residents wanted a closer place to dump their compost.  Bob Carter then asked why people can’t take it to the gravel pit directly to which the Public Works Director indicated that by contract the owners of the site did not want anyone other than City employees to have access to their property. Bob Cater asked if anyone on the Council lived within a few blocks of the site and was bothered by it.  Councilmember Eversman indicated that she did and that she didn’t like it.  Lois Carter indicated that there were supposed to have been pictures delivered.  Mayor Weaver asked her to bring them next time and added that the brush pile had been moved.  

Mike Jeppson from the Lions Club expressed his concern about vendors in the park for Corn-on-the-Cob Days needing a permit.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reminded the Council that at the August 9, 2004 meeting they had passed a motion no longer exempting any organization from license or permit fees.  Discussion at that time had included Corn-on-the-Cob.  Mike Jeppson added that there were two types of vendors, for-profit and not-for-profit, and that the not-for-profits can’t afford the fee.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to waive the fees for city permits, licenses, and rents for activities for Corn-on-the-Cob Days, Ye Old Fashioned Christmas, and the Sesquicentennial, except for license and permits previously required (dance, liquor, and fireworks).  Motion passed unanimously.

Fred Heaser expressed his concern for wood burning furnaces and recreation fires adding that they were a public nuisance and created pollution and is there anything that can be done about it.   City Administrator Steven Robertson will check with the State on this.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Orchard Hills Waterway/Wetland Plan

City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that from the minutes he understood that the Council had agreed to go ahead with the project as recently proposed so he is working with Tom for the easement.  He added that, in response to the question of doing the entire length to 42, Dave Morrill and the County suggested doing the entire project.  Councilmember Sawyer was concerned that the project costs had increased and that if the Council approved this project that there were three other projects on private property the City would be asked to correct.  Councilmember Pederson explained that in this case 75% to 80% of the water problem from Orchard Hills is from the City from the other side of 42.  Fred Heaser essentially concurred that if the City moved ahead with this project that they were essentially approving up to $70,000 for the other three projects.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that he had checked with the League of Minnesota Cities email Listserv and no other City really had a policy on this but it had been suggested that the City ask the watershed district to pay for these problems since they levy a tax for this purpose.   For clarification, the City Administrator asked if the monies paid by the church and townhome association would defray city costs and that Peter Meyer had thought he should share half of the pledge. 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to confirm that the monies from the church and the townhome association would defray city costs and would not be split with Peter Meyer.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Update on Former Municipal Dumpsite

Mayor Weaver had contacted the MPCA and found out that there is a possibility that because the dump was used prior to the 1980’s that the City may not be obligated to clean up the site.  He suggested maybe the appliances could be removed and then use the dirt from the sewer district to bury the rest.  

Engineer Discussion

It was noted that all of the five finalists were very good.  After some discussion last Friday, the committee recommended WHKS.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept WHKS as City Engineer.  Motion passed unanimously.

Flat Fees for Manufactured Homes Installation Inspection

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the suggested flat fees of $80 and $120 for manufactured home installation inspections.  Motion passed unanimously.

Update on Insurance

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that the insurance information had just been distributed this evening and that it was for Council review. It will be considered at the next Council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Information on 2003 Sales Tax in Plainview

Councilmember Sawyer was interested in a possible half cent sales tax.  It was estimated that approximately $68,000 would be generated from a  .5% local sales tax.  (The EDA is considering a possible tax levy for their benefit).  For information only.  

Information on Sanitary Sewer Plant Infrastructure Debt

For information only.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that the District was considering the various financing options and would most likely go with Public Financing Authority.  

Information on City Sewer and Water Infrastructure Debt

City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that he had not yet discussed this with the Public Works Director or his liaison but he reminded the council that he had submitted project information to PFA and several of the projects ranked fairly high.  He wanted to know if he should proceed as the deadlines were approaching.  It was generally felt that he should move forward with projects A and D, costing approximately 1.2 million.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reminded the Council that financing of the 1.2 million would be to pay for the water portion only and that it was intended that while the street was opened up, the sewer would be repaired or replaced also which would cost up to an additional million.  

Wellhead Protection Plan 60 Day Citizen Comment Period

For information only.  The draft is complete so the City Administrator will ask how to move forward with the 60-day comment period.  

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Matthew Ferk full-time at $9.15 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Liquor Store Cleaning Bid

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the bid of $585.75 after tax pending revisions by the City Attorney.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for Park and Recreation

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Crystal Sheehan and Adam Endres at $7.12 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for Pool

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire as lifeguards at $7.12 per hour Marissa Walkes, Stephanie Doane, Kylie Dykes, Holly Johnson, and Annie Eversman and as cashier at $6.61 per hour, Laura Miller, pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hire as Assistant Training Director for Ambulance Service

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Julie Jurgenson as Assistant Training  Director effective May 1, 2005 at the $150 per month stipend.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he and the Finance Director/City Clerk would be at a loss control workshop on Tuesday.

Councilmember Eversman expressed concerns about the compost pile at the Public Works building and that the City needs to improve and clean it up and make it look nice, especially in light of the Sesquicentennial.  She suggested finding a place that’s more appropriate to dump it.  She had spoken with Rochester and Zumbrota and there’s always someone at the site monitoring.  She saw the brush pile and noted that there was no action on it for two weeks despite the fact that the City had had contracts for the brush.  She added that items to be dumped could be addressed in the newspaper and that it’s also a safety issue given the traffic to the church.  Councilmember Pederson agreed and thought moving the snow and sand piles should be considered also and he understood there would be a cost to it.  Public Works Director said that it would cost $27,000 to put up a fence.  The Council will considers options in the future.   

Councilmember Sawyer said he is still getting complaints about the stop sign on 5th NE and he proposed removing it.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to remove the stop sign.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Sawyer, Pederson, Eversman, Weaver.  Voting against: Peterson.

Councilmember Pedrson said he will bring up in the future the idea of not charging for the spring clean up and instead impose a quarterly fee.  He also asked if Midwest Wireless offered wireless internet and a customer service representative had told him that they have approximately 80 customers and that wireless digital television will come at a later date.  

Councilmember Peterson asked the audience how the new sound system sounded.

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf asked how the Orchard Creek project would be financed and generally it was agreed that it would come from the stormwater fees first and then from Public Works Budget.

Mayor Weaver stated that he put in a lot of work on the dump site.  The City Administrator stated that the Finance Director/City Clerk did a lot of research. 

Councilmember Sawyer asked if the City should send letters to the heavy truck users.  The ordinance will be published in the paper.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Thank you notes from Bill Ohm, previously with Mead and Hunt.

Letter to Liebenow regarding tree menace.

State Auditor TIF letter.

SEMMCHRA First-time Home Buyer program letter.

Volunteer Appreciation Day Proclamation.

City March revenues.

City investments as of March 31, 2005.

Liquor store results through March 31, 2005.

Email from Paul Krause regarding no smoking in parks and connecting walking and bike trails

Email from City Attorney Tom Canan regarding licenses/fees

First quarter detail income statement

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 9, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: John Jacobs, Lois Carter, Madelyn Sisson, Jackie Pederson, Ron Bartz, Sandy Bartz, Troy Larson, Sue Hufstedler, Bill Angerman, Tim Hruska, Rich Klees, Darold Heddlesten, Eric Sawyer

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

The Board of Equalization was opened with Loren Benz and Donna Gabor from the Wabasha County Assessor’s office in attendance.   Donna Gabor explained that 20% of the Plainview properties were visited.  Loren Benz explained that the purpose of the meeting today was to deal with questions about 2005 estimated market value, payable in 2006.  The County will let each property owner know by mail of the Board’s decision.  If the property owner does not like the decision, they have the opportunity to appear before the County Board of Equalization.

John Jacobs asked to be heard regarding his property.  He stated that his property had assessed value of $175,880 for 2003, $207,500 for 2004, and now $215,300 for 2005.  A similar property at 6th St So had just sold and sold for only $179,000 and he felt his value was not a fair value.  Donna Gabor felt his property had the normal increase everyone else had.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to leave the Market Value as appraised at $215,300 for Parcel 26.01236.00(John Jacobs).  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the Board of Equalization.  Motion passed unanimously.

Board adjourned at 6:57 p.m.

AWARD PRESENTATION

Mayor Weaver presented Councilmember Jim Pederson with the MetLife Foundation Older Volunteers Enrich America Awards Team Spirit Award for 2005.  He is being honored for his work with Faith in Action and is one of 26 honored nationwide.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda and consent agenda with  a change made to the minutes as noted.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- April 25, 2005

Building Permits- 9

Other Licenses/Permits- 2

Bills- $140,463.37

Department Head Reports- Ambulance 

Boards- Planning Commission

Resolutions- None

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit for a Home Occupation (Plumbing Service)

Councilmember Sawyer asked how many detached buildings are allowed to which City Administrator Steven Robertson responded that two are allowed.  Troy Larson stated that all are coming down.   City Administrator Steven Robertson added that the Planning Commission had approved the permit without any conditions.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Conditional Use Permit #05-02 for Home Occupation for Troy Larson (Reliable Plumbing Solutions) with the City Attorney to prepare the findings of fact.  Motion passed unanimously.

Conditional Use Permit for a Home Occupation (Skid Loader Service- Landscaping) 

Ron Bartz stated that he would not do repair service, he would just be storing the skip loader in his backyard.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that a conditional use permit can be required for a home occupation because a person is conducting business from the home as opposed to a company employee parking the company vehicle out front.  City Attorney Tom Canan cautioned against the precedent of allowing heavy equipment in residential areas.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that the Planning Commission had approved the permit with two conditions.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Conditional Use Permit #05-03 for a Home Occupation for Ron Bartz with the conditions that business vehicles cannot be parked on the street or in the front yard and no business related debris will be stored on the property with the City Attorney to prepare the findings of fact.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer, Weaver.  Voting against: Eversman. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Lois Carter, who had attended the previous council meeting regarding rats from the compost pile, addressed the Council regarding this issue and passed out pictures of one dead rodent on her property.  Madelyn Sisson added that people do bring garbage to the site like old tomatoes.  Lois Carter concluded by encouraging the City to keep the compost area clean to avoid any future problem with rats.  

Bill Angerman and Tim Hruska introduced themselves as the new engineers for the City with the firm WHKS.  Mayor Weaver added that they’d already been asked to look at the drainage problems with Fisk Acres.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Update on Former Municipal Dumpsite

Mayor Weaver had contacted the MPCA and still doesn’t have anyone form the MPCA say what we can do and then we’ll be safe.  We’ll have to take care of it and get some dirt from the sewer district which will have 12,000 yards of dirt.  When someone from the State tells him what to do, he’ll come back to the Council.  Councilmember Pederson said that at some point we’ll just have to do it and suggested taking out the big things and then covering it.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that there were many parties interested in the dirt and that the situation would be clarified at the upcoming Sewer District meeting.     

Recreational Fire Pits/Fireplace Smoke and Odor

Darold Heddlesten mentioned that the concern is the garbage that’s being burned, not the wood.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that according to code the problem would be a nuisance which would require contacting the police.  Fire Chief Rich Klees indicated that there were state statutes governing what can and cannot be burned.  Staff will follow up with Tom Mosher from Wabasha County on what is allowed and information will be included very briefly in the next utility billing or, more likely, in a City Corner article.   

Information on FEMA Flood Insurance

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson discussed the benefits of applying for the National Flood Insurance Program as a benefit to Plainview property owners which would require a city resolution, adoption of aspects of the zoning code, and enforcement of the code.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to take the steps necessary to apply for FEMA Flood insurance.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Insurance

Mayor Weaver felt the City should bid the insurance out for next year and keep it in Plainview.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that all of them pay taxes and that the City shouldn’t be paying any more than it should.  Councilmember Pederson agreed that the City should try to keep the insurance in Plainview but that if it’s $3,300 savings, then maybe others should be considered.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that the other two interested parties also had Plainview connections as one was a Plainview resident who worked for a Rochester firm and the other worked on the Ambulance service.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to request bids for insurance to be received no later than July 1, 2005 with an effective coverage date of August 1, 2005.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer.  Voting against: Eversman, Weaver.

Update on Sewer/Water Infrastructure Projects

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that there would be a few changes to the plan which would involve a one-block change to an 8-inch pipe which the Fire Chief stated would tremendously increase flow to the south side.  Councilmember Sawyer added that the increased flow would help with fire response and that there’s over 100 jobs worth preserving in that area should a fire ever occur.  Mayor Weaver suggested KBS share some of the cost and City Administrator Steven Robertson said they didn’t disagree.  Councilmember Pederson asked about the next action and cost estimates for Nancy Richardson’s spreadsheet.  City Administrator Steven Robertson replied that the plan would be to begin work in 2006 and he would approach the engineers about updated cost estimates which should be available in 2 to 4 weeks.  The Council generally agreed that the plans looked reasonable and that they should move forward.  

NEW BUSINESS

Resignations from Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to accept the resignation of Lyndsey Tice from the Ambulance Department effective May 5, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

2004 Audit

City Auditor Gary Groen reviewed the 2004 Audit with the Council explaining the flow of information and the new reporting format and information required by GASB 34.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson thanked Gary Groen for all of his hard work during this transition year and thanked the department heads for their hard work over the last two years preparing and constructing the complete asset records for the City.  Fire Chief Rich Klees  expressed his concern for the new format not directly showing the offset to the fire truck of donations made by the relief association as well as the sale of the old van and reminded the Council that the “Fire Van Replacement Fund” would be the place for flow-throughs of donations from the relief association.  In general, the auditor felt the city had good fund balances and low debt.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked the Council for special permission for the boy scouts to hold their annual camp out in Wedgewood or Eastwood Park.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to allow the boy scouts to camp out at Wedgewood or Eastwood park May 20 to May 21.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson asked the Council if they felt inviting citizens of Plainview to serve on the City Code committee would be a good idea and the Council generally concurred.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked the Council if they had any response to Paul Krause who had emailed his concerns for smoking in the parks and with connecting walking and biking trails.  The Council indicated that that might be another area for a citizen review committee.

Tom Canan indicated that he had replied to Schleicher Funeral Home regarding the individual who slipped and fell on their property indicating that according to City Code keeping the sidewalks clear was the responsibility of the property owner.  

Councilmembers Sawyer and Pederson generally discussed the idea of adding or increasing or combining the compost and stormwater pond fees to pay for things like Spring Clean Up.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that with the wood chipping contract, there would be a savings to the city.  Public Works Director will prepare information on that savings from not having to have the wood chipped.

Councilmember Peterson asked on the status of the Skateboard Park to which Councilmember Eversman and Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson replied that they were still working on it.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Nuisance animal memo.

Lions Club request for $2,000 for Corn-on-the-Cob Days.

Letter to Kiscaden regarding funding for the Local Planning Assistance Letter.

Letter from the Clark’s to PADCO regarding Fisk waterflow.

Letter to the Clark’s regarding Fisk waterflow.

Post Bulletin article on fire response.

Request for proposal question for Harvest Ridge from Peter Meyer.

Window and door permit questions.

Plainview Area Community and Youth Center May calendar.

Unexpended budget fund.

2004 Liquor detail income statement.

Email regarding municipal golf courses.

Parkside pictures of dead grass in drainage swale.

Followup email from Paul Krause regarding no smoking in parks and connect walking and biking trails.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 23, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Acting City Clerk – Peg Tentis

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Dan Standinger, Richard Zabel, Brian Kilen, Fred Heaser, Ron Partridge, Eric Sawyer, and Irma Curran

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 9, 2005

Building Permits- 14

Other Licenses/Permits- Loud Speak-6, Club Liquor License-1, On-Sale Beer License-1 and Wine License-1.

Bills-$82,532.04 

Department Head Reports- Library, Fire and Police 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Findings of Fact- Ron Larson and Tom Larson. 

Councilperson Pederson asked about getting copies of monthly or quarterly reports on number of on-call hours filled by Ambulance Volunteers; Ambulance Director Sawyer replied that he would submit that information to the Council packet in the future.  Councilperson Pederson remarked about the high library circulation and asked if there was a reason.  Administrator Robertson responded that his personal theory was that rural residents may have received an extra appreciation for the library after being denied its services for two or three weeks this past February.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Irma Curran thanked the City Council for restoring the street light on the 6th Street SW lightpole near her home.

Fred Heaser stated that he and his neighbors have been mowing the alley behind their home for many, many years.  Because of the significant slope of the alley, it is very difficult to mow.  Since he and his neighbors are getting up in age, they find that they are no longer are physically able to mow.  Mr. Heaser stated that since the alley is public right-of-way, he thinks that the Public Works Department should mow it.  He added that it should not be too much trouble to get a staff person out their on a big riding lawnmower.  Mayor Weaver asked that Public Works Director Burgdorf be made aware of this request and to check it out.

Richard Zabel, PADCO Chairperson, stated that PADCO regrets that there are some reoccurring issues with Fisk Acres, but since the development was completed and accepted by the City in late 2001, PADCO feels that they no longer have any obligation to maintaining it.  Administrator Robertson stated that he had sent PADCO carbon copies of letters that were in the Council Packet (one about Mr. Lanning altering the slope near the stormwater pond and the other about Mr. Munson putting soil in the drainage area behind the pond).  Mr. Robertson added that those were intended just to share information with PADCO, but the board was confused and thought that the City was asking PADCO to enforce the City Code.  Mr. Robertson also stated that, at least contractual speaking, PADCO’s maintenance period for Fisk Acres had long since lapsed.  Mr. Robertson concluded that it was his understanding that while PADCO did not strictly have to take an active role in resoling issues with their development, he thought that they wanted to in order to be a good neighbor.  Mr. Zabel responded that PADCO wants to help resolve the western drainage issue, but other than that issue, PADCO feels that its role with Fisk Acres is at an end and no longer wishes to be involved in any issues.

Councilperson Sawyer stated that he felt it wasn’t right for PADCO to ask the Catholic Cemetery to work on their stormwater flow when they were there first.   He added that Fisk Acres should have been designed well enough in the first place.  Councilperson Pederson stated that he agreed with Mr. Zabel in the fact that PADCO’s contract with the City has long since ended; if there are any issues with the grading of the properties, that is an issue for the individual contractors and homeowners to work out.

2005 Municipal Insurance

Dan Standinger presented the City’s 2005 Insurance Policy.  He reviewed the changes from last year.  He concluded by stating that he needs a motion from the City Council if they do not want to waive the statutory tort liability limits.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second not to waive the statutory tort liability limits.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Ambulance Policies

Ambulance Director Sawyer stated that the revised Ambulance Policies should have been discussed and adopted by the City Council late last year, but the City Clerk could find no record of them being adopted in the 2004 minutes.  Mr. Sawyer added that the department has been operating under these policies since January 1, 2005.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the revised Ambulance Policies (Meeting Policy, Call Hour Policy, Call Compensation Policy, Schedule Policy, EMT Class Reimbursement Testing Guidelines Policy, and Corrective Action Policy) effective January 1, 2005, and the PERA Eligibility Policy effective December 6, 2004.  Motion passed unanimously.

LeVan Sidewalks

City Administrator Robertson stated that Mr. Peter Meyer had approached him with an idea concerning sidewalks for the 10 lots he purchased in LeVan Acres Phase 1.  Mr. Meyer was concerned that because of the large size of the lots, that the cost to put sidewalks in them would be prohibitive.  Mr. Meyer had proposed that either the City Council not require him to put sidewalks in the cul-de-sacs or that they increase the TIF for LeVan Acres Phase 1.  Mr. Robertson handed out a letter from Mr. Meyer.

City Administrator Robertson stated that he had made Mr. Meyer aware of some of his concerns with his proposal.  Since the construction plans were reviewed and approved two years ago, he thought it was a little late to come to the City and ask for revisions.  In addition, another concern was that since LeVan was authorized a certain TIF amount in 2003, it might be considered “double-dipping” to offer two developers TIF money for one subdivision’s infrastructure

Councilperson Sawyer asked if the LeVan TIF was used for sidewalks.  City Administrator Robertson stated that the City allocated X amount of dollars for LeVan to use for public infrastructure in his development; he could use it to help offset road construction costs, curb, gutter, water, sewer, sidewalks, or lift stations.  It was his choice how to use it; if Mr. LeVan wanted to allocated some of the TIF money for sidewalks, it was his decision.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that if the City modifies one TIF plan, than we will have the other TIF developers asking for changes.  Councilperson Eversman agreed, saying that we could open a can of worms.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to not approve the request and to continue with the current policy.  Motion passed unanimously.

TIF Resolutions for 05-05 and 05-06

City Administrator Robertson stated that the City needs to pass these resolutions in order to pay itself interfund loans.  He added that these resolutions should have been passed at or around the time that each of the TIF districts were established by the City.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the resolutions. Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

Potential New Cell Tower

City Administrator Robertson stated that he has been approached by several telecommunications companies over the last two years.  Because of the existing contracts with Great Western and Midwest Wireless, there is very little space available on the tower; this is especially true because Midwest Wireless has also reserved additional space on the water tower than what they are currently using in what looks like an attempt to keep competitors from also using the water tower space.  He added that he thought he would get a building permit or conditional use permit application from Cingular by now, but he has not yet received one.  Finally, he stated that from his understanding of the Land Management Ordinance, industrial zoned properties are the only areas that could allow a structure that would be as high as a cellular tower.   City Administrator Robertson concluded that this was for information only, and that no City Council action was required at this time.

Safety Committee

City Administrator Robertson stated that he and the City Clerk had attended a recent League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust Meeting.  At that meeting, they learned that according to State Statute, any City with over 25 employees (this includes Fire Volunteers for counting purposes) needs to have a Safety Committee.  Since the Safety Committee needs to be appointed by employees and not the City Council, Mr. Robertson stated that he will bring it up to the department heads at the next department head meeting.

Municipal Engineering Contract

Tom Canan had reviewed the preliminary contract and his suggested language has been incorporated into the proposed contract (in underlined text).  City Administrator Robertson recommended approval of the contract.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the contract with WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Robertson stated that he was asked by Councilperson Sawyer to bring up the issue of where the City was at with the Montgomery property and their drainage.  MN DOT’s need for an approved hydraulic study was discussed.  It was agreed that the Public Works Director should continue moving forward with this project, and that the City Administrator should contact the City’s new engineer and ask how they can get a hydraulic study done and what it would cost the City.

Councilperson Eversman stated that the compost and brush piles continue to be an eye-sore and should be cleaned up.  She asked why the site can’t look nice.  Councilperson Pederson stated that unless someone makes an effort to move forward with this project (locating a new site for the compost pile), we will be talking about it again in 2007.  It was generally agreed that the Public Works Director should seriously look at sites for a new public works building and report back to the City Council in the future.  Councilperson Sawyer added that he thought the City should consider trying to share salt and sand storage with the County, and that he asked the City Administrator to contact someone at the County for more information concerning this.

Councilperson Pederson stated that the City Council needs to prioritize projects and get reliable cost estimates of what they may cost; without proper planning, the City could face serious financial issues in the future.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to have the Public Works Director and City Administrator meet to set up priorities and tentative cost estimates for major future infrastructure projects by June 30, 2005, and share that information with the City Clerk so she can input it into her debt calculation spreadsheet.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilperson Peterson updated the City Council on what the EDA is doing.  He stated that the EDA is considering proposing a property tax levy, it is working on potential RV parking sites, and is planning on printing a city brochure within 30 days.

Mayor Weaver discussed the Wabasha County Law Enforcement Center.  He also brought up the Public Works Director’s memo concerning the truck route signs.  Mayor Weaver concluded by stating that there was a potential business that was interested in Plainview, but by the time he found out about it, they had already made their decision to go to Dover.  In the future, the Mayor stated that he hopes that he will know about potential business deals as soon as City staff are aware.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter to Keith Munson concerning construction debris in Fisk Acres storm pond and the need for dog licenses,

Letter to Ron Carlson, Susan Strandberg, and Peter Meyer concerning inflow and infiltration into the LeVan lift station,

Letter to Ron Partridge clarifying that the Assembly of God Church did not need a transient business letter,

Letter to Herbet Wurst, Ferman Lanning, and Bill Rother concerning grading of property near and in the storm water pond,

Plainview EMS Inc. fundraising letter,

Proclamation from Governor declaring Emergency Medical Services Week,

Proclamation from Mayor declaring Greenville Day,

Letter from Tom Canan concerning the City’s non-liability with a slip on a icy sidewalk,

Letter from Onyx discussing lawsuit with Olmsted County,

Sample EDA resolution establishing an EDA levy,

Memo from City Clerk discussing MPCA contact numbers,

Letter from the SEMIF concerning fundraising,

Letter form City Clerk to three insurance agents concerning bids for 2006 municipal insurance, and

City Receipts from first half of May.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Peg Tentis/Deputy City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 13, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Bob Carter, Lois Carter, Eric Sawyer, Ron Partridge

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 23, 2005

Building Permits- 21

Other Licenses/Permits-  Dance-2, Circus-1

Bills- $237,100.70

Department Head Reports- Library, Ambulance 

Boards- Ambulance Advisory

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Lois Carter asked for an update on the sand pile and compost site.  Mayor Weaver stated that they’re looking at new sites and possibly in conjunction with a new Public Works Building site.  Councilmember Sawyer added that the City may look at cooperating with the County.  Lois Carter added additional concerns about weeds in all the cracks on West Broadway, poor sidewalks and inquired as to why there was not off-street handicap parking at the theater for all of those people who come into town for the theater.  Councilmember Pederson noted that the theater is fundraising for the sidewalks.  It was suggested that she approach the theater about putting handicap parking in their lot and approaching the State for handicap parking on Broadway.  It was also suggested that the West Broadway group be approached about the weeds.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

City Code Advisory Committee

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to appoint Ron Partridge, Tom Hoekstra, Al Sisson, John Jacobs, and Cassie Harrington to the City Code Advisory Committee.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review of Potential Future Compost and/or Public Works Sites

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf had suggested some sites throughout the area.  For the compost area one suggestion was the lot on 10th  St SW where the stone house is currently.  The only disadvantage was that there is a really nice house within about 80 feet to the south.  It was suggested that the site be fenced, gated and locked, and screened.  At present the zoning allows for 6 foot fences, not 8 foot or ten foot.  

Fees and Permits Discussion

Mayor Weaver expressed his concerns over charging not-for-profits for various permits and licenses and rentals.  Discussion concerned fees, churches, not-for-profits, the farmers market, Corn-on-the Cob, the Sesquicentennial, Ye Old Fashioned Christmas, and various other concerns related to what oversight the City should have in what areas and what the fees should be and who should be charged what amount.   City Attorney Tom Canan commented that there is a cost to the City to process the licenses and provide oversight.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that simply because there hasn’t been a complaint about loudspeakers recently, it doesn’t mean that the City should abolish the need for control and limitations on loudspeakers.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson added that dance permits, loudspeakers, and transient licenses are in the ordinances and there are valid reasons for the Council to know about those activities in the city.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to leave permits and fees as they stand and have the City Code Advisory Committee consider changes upon review.  Motion passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Plainview Area History Center Cemetery Walk

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to allow the Plainview Area History Center to use the Cemetery for its Cemetery Walk on June 25, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.

Appointment of Ambulance Advisory Board Member

Director Sawyer explained that potential candidates are sought from representatives from the areas they serve such as the nursing home, townships, rural areas, in addition to city residents.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to appoint Ron Partridge to the Ambulance Advisory Board, term to expire December 31, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires and Resignations for the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to accept the resignations of Brandon Tice, Mike Rodman, Adam Guenther, and Dirk Borgus, effective May 21, 2005, June 1, 2005, June 2, 2005 and June 1, 2005 respectively, from the Ambulance Department; and to approve the hire of Jessalyn Faas and Dwight Brown for the Ambulance Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Outsourcing of Ambulance Billing

Director Sawyer explained the benefits to the outsourcing of the ambulance billing.  A large benefit would be that the firm would be current and up-to-date on all the provisions and changes to Medicare and Medicaid billing.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the outsourcing of ambulance billing with Ambulance Claims Processing at $22 per billable call for a six-month trial basis.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Pool Crossing Guard

Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern for kids crossing Hwy 42 to and from the pool.  It was noted that the kids do not necessarily cross at the crosswalk.  Although the pool sells snacks, kids still cross to High Plains.  It was suggested that if it is feasible for the Police Department, that they have a manned police car out at the pool on Hwy 42 during pool hours for an hour a day.  Councilmember Peterson felt that some of the extra pool staff (2 to 4) that is usually around the cashier could rotate out and be a crossing guard.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to ask Vince and Michael if they can look at current staffing levels to be used to rotate as a crossing guard and as an alternative to look at expending no more than $2,500 from the pool budget for a crossing guard. Motion passed unanimously. 

Review Potential City/County Partnership on Law Enforcement Center

Mayor Weaver will attend the County meeting next Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. to hear consultant recommendations regarding the law enforcement center.  Mayor Weaver feels the commissioners will be told that they will need 20 to 30 acres, which Wabasha may not be able to provide.  He went on to say that the State legislators will still be looking at allowing counties to have a jail away from the county seat.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that preferably the EDA or PADCO would be buying the 30 acres at about the assessed value but if the City were to do it then the Council would need to approve the purchase.  Mayor Weaver indicated that he would not be making any promises at the meeting on Tuesday and the Council would need to approve any plans.  Mayor Weaver added that a possible move of the fairgrounds to the Plainview area is still in discussion and that the ultimate goal is to have the entire County Courthouse move here.  Councilmember Peterson suggested that the EDA Coordinator attend a Council meeting and the EDA meeting to discuss these items.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman stated that the West Broadway Group’s efforts to beautify downtown were great because the flowerpots look great but the city sidewalks are full of weeds and are unsafe for walking.  It was noted that maintenance of the sidewalks falls to the property owner.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested contacting the West Broadway Group and spreading word before the City sent official letters.  Councilmember Eversman added that with respect to weed and public nuisances relating to overgrown yards that if the City does it for one, they should do it for all and that she knows of a few residences that need the letter.  Staff will pass on this information.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked about the stormwater run off problem experienced in the last large rainfall where the lift station couldn’t handle the flow.   City Administrator Steven Robertson had written a letter to the developer.  He added that with this latest large rainfall the City did not experience the same problems so he hazarded a guess that the developer had correctly capped the lines which had probably corrected the problem.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if Public Works were able to check for sump pumps while they were installing meters inside the homes and that he thought it was possible to check while they were in the home.  City Administrator Steven Robertson said that if it were possible to check, he didn’t know why they wouldn’t and added that it can probably be done whenever the City does its Inflow and Infiltration checks.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about the new truck signs which were supposed to have been up by 5/31/2005 and if letters were going to be sent to truckers.  Mayor Weaver responded that they will be taken care of.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that letters would be sent. He noted that there’s one truck always dollied down on weekends by the creamery.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about the road to the golf course.  Contact would need to be made with the township. Councilmember Sawyer asked about the budget sheets. Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified that the only thing that changed was a fund balance and that numbers were carried forward to other sheets as well.

Councilmember Pederson indicated that someone had asked him about a ramp at the pool for accessibility and that he’d heard that a ramp would only cost approximately $1,500.  Staff will check on this. Councilmember Pederson expressed his concern over delinquent permit holders  and suggested no second chances.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested stronger wording for the letter which would state that the next step would be that the issue would be sent to the criminal attorney.  Staff will send the letter to Tom Canan for editing.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that administration will do whatever the City Council wants but he was concerned that the letters not be too aggressive or hostile because he thought that there still are some homeowners that genuinely don’t know or forget about building permits.

Councilmember Peterson applauds the two new businesses in town.  He suggested the city and the school consider reinstituting the police liaison officer program.  

 City Administrator Steven Robertson referred to the letter from the Southeastern Minnesota Initiative Fund in the packet.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second for $1,000 to the Initiative Fund from the Council budget.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 City Administrator Steven Robertson mentioned that staff would be following up with the new 2003 house numbering ordinance and that letters would be sent.  He asked Council if they were still in support of the ordinance in case they hear complaints about the letter or possible subsequent citations.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to keep the ordinance as is and support the followup.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Migrant Festival Flyer

Star Tribune article on gas line blasts.

Steve Donovan letter regarding fence on utility easement.

Thank you letter to Rich Klees for assistance during snowstorm.

Thank you letter to Ed Jacobs for assistance during snowstorm.

Memo regarding alley mowing request.

Letter to Lincoln Tlougan regarding siding permits.

Letter to townships and counties regarding the wellhead protection plan.

Application to MN Public Facilities Authority.

Letter from Mayor Weaver soliciting members of City Code Advisory Committee.

Summary of Spring Clean-up costs.

Letter to Erik Barth regarding weed nuisance.

Letter to Fran Grover regarding weed nuisance.

Letter to Bill Hynes regarding weed nuisance.

Letter to Richard Nelson regarding weed nuisance.

Letter from Dale Simmons on sidewalk suggestions.

Letter from Southern MN Initiative Fund.

Letter from US Cable.

Letter from St Isidore Health Center of Greenwood Prairie.

MN Wetland Application

Letter from First National regarding LeVan TIF note.

Letter about NIMS.

Letter to Homes of Harmony regarding weed nuisance.

Letter to Peter Meyer regarding weed nuisance.

Letter to Verlyn LeVan regarding weed nuisance.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 27, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Acting Mayor Lee Peterson.

Council Present –Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – Neil Weaver 

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Michael Burgdorf, Pat Burgdorf, Ronald Partridge, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda adding under new business: E. certification to the county, F. Ambulance Advisory Board addition, and G. New hire for park and rec. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Sawyer stated that he believed the pool crossing guard would come from the City budget, not from the pool budget.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified that even if the minutes were unclear, that the expense should be charged to the appropriate department because no department had budgeted for a pool crossing guard expense which would make any department over budget.  Councilmember Eversman stated that she had voted for the motion based on her understanding that the expense would be a pool expense, and Councilmember Pederson had concurred.  There was no motion to change the minutes.  At present, staff is investigating with the school district the job description for a crossing guard. 

Minutes- June 13, 2005

Building Permits- 19

Other Licenses/Permits- 0 

Bills- $122,797.76

Department Head Reports-  Fire, Safety  

Boards- EDA

Contracts: Ambulance Claims Processing

Resolutions- 
#05-07 authorizing lease for charitable gambling to PADCO




#05-08 approving PADCO’s gambling license

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Wedgewood Park Shelter (Alternative to demolition)

The Public Works Director had contacted three parties for a bid to fix the Wedgewood shelter.  Only one would bid and that bid was for $4980.  It’s unclear where the grant is at given possible State shut-down.  To demolish the building and leave the cement pad would be $3,000.  There was discussion regarding fixing the shelter if it was only going to be torn down again next summer.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to spend no more than $5,000 for KBS to fix Wedgewood shelter by August 1, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Revised Building Permit Letter

The proposed letter from the City Attorney would be the first letter violators of the zoning codes and ordinance would receive.  It was generally agreed that this initial letter would also include the fine or citation.  Staff will make suggested changes and determine the fines.

City Computer Use Policy

There was discussion regarding the proposed policy.  Councilmember Pederson suggested that the policy be clear that if the City’s email address is used off-site, that it is still the property of the City and suggested clarification also for whether a city employee could or could not use the city email address for personal use.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested clarification on what constitutes just cause and what the discipline would be.

RV Park Recommendations from PADCO and EDA

Acting Mayor Peterson, who sits on the EDA board, described the proposed RV park.  There are 4 to 6 spots by Eckstein, however, Tony Montgomery has an easement and there’s a hillside which would really only allow 3 to 4 sites. There has not yet been discussion as to who would pay for water and sewer.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested looking into other places and that if we get the Fair then it should go there.  Acting Mayor Peterson said that yes the EDA all thought it should really go to the Fair.  Councilmember Pederson thought it was an excellent idea but was concerned about the reduction of parking at Eckstein Field with the pool and baseball and other events.  He was also concerned for the freestanding posts which might be easily run into and broken.  Cenex would provide the dump and would be responsible for keys and payment collection for rental of the site.  Acting Mayor Peterson stated that he prefers to wait until the Fair.  He added that that area is where Mayo One lands when it needs to come to Plainview.  The Public Works Director said that the fairgrounds look like the best option.  It was generally agreed that the fair would be the best option. 

EDA’s Recommendation for an EDA Tax Levy

Acting Mayor Peterson indicated that the levy would mean about a $20 tax increase per household and that a public hearing would be required.

Certification to the County

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to certify two delinquent water bills to the County.  Motion passed unanimously

Director Appointed to Ambulance Advisory Board

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve Sue Buck as a member of the Ambulance Advisory Board effective immediately, with her term to expire December 31, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hire for Park and Rec

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Colin Hortop pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Pederson referred to the WHKS cost option memo as he inquired as to the capital budgeting items required by June 30, 2005.  

Councilmember Eversman inquired as to the brush pile not getting cleared out and difficulty for the churchgoers in getting to the church.  Her other concern was for Plainview businesses bringing brush from outside the city.  The Public Works Director indicated that as it turns out, there are fewer loads/trips out to the racetrack if Stamschor comes to our site to chip the wood.  As far as brush hauled by Plainview businesses, it’s based on good faith.  Councilmember Eversman added that there is a potentially dangerous big lip on the sidewalk in front of Schad and Zabel.  Staff has already contacted them.

Councilmember Sawyer asked that if Public Works waters all the other flowers, why aren’t they doing the ambulance building.  In addition, an ambulance assistant had requested that Public Works water, and there was no action.  The Public Works Director stated that his protocol was that he needs a written request by the department director. Councilmember Sawyer also pointed out that assistants should be able to have some tasks delegated to them which frees up director’s time, adding that he had also asked a question of the Police Department but was told that he would have to wait until Randy got back.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked about drainage ponds needing a fence.  The Public Works Director stated that there will be a handout with the next packet with this information.

Councilmember Pederson asked about the status of the ramp at the pool.  The Public Works Director clarified that there is a chair to assist individuals with getting in and out of the pool.  Councilmember Pederson will share this information.  He added that he has received many wonderful comments about the flowers on Broadway.

Acting Mayor Lee Peterson added his comments about the flowers and wondered if there was another location for the Community Center’s community gardens that were placed out at the trail head.  He added that the History Center did a great job with the Cemetery Walk.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that after she and Chief Doughty had surveyed the city, there were about 348 properties without numbers.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for clarification if the Council wanted to interview the insurance agents.  It was generally agreed that that would not be necessary.   She added that the Help America Vote Act requirements for handicap accessibility would run over the $10,000 approved by the Council and the department heads.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve both projects to be completed this year.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Weed letter to Joe Bye.

Letter to Al Sisson and Jeff Fry regarding Orchard Hills Creek Wetland

Letter from Plainview Area Community and Youth Center regarding the community gardens at the bike trailhead.

Letter to Plainview Area Community and Youth Center regarding the community gardens at the bike trailhead.

Note from EDA Coordinator regarding relocation of the fair to Plainview.

Letter regarding League of Minnesota Cities dues for 2006.

Letter from MNDOT regarding possible state budget cuts.

Letter from MNDOT regarding sign replacement.

Letter from Plainview Area Community and Youth Center regarding fundraising event.

Draft letter regarding property address numbering.

Letter to builders regarding I & I, sump pumps, heavy vehicles, house numbers, and keeping the streets clean.

WHKS water and sewer cost opinions.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Lee Peterson, Acting City Mayor

Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 11, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Tim Watson, Steve Erwin, Kaleb Fitting, Garrett Kolb, Sharon Spaulding, Dan Schultz, Ben Keilholtz, Michael Burgdorf, Ron Partridge, Darold Heddelstein, Randy Doughty, and Eric Sawyer.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- June 27, 2005

Building Permits-  7

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 Temporary Liquor License, 1 Loudspeaker, and 1 Gambling 

Bills-  $598,745.94 ($500,000 for CD Purchase)

Department Head Reports- Library, Ambulance  

Donations- Nancy Finne & Faith in Action 

Administrator Robertson asked the City Council to consider two changes to the City Council minutes.  On the second page of the minutes, change, “Councilmember Sawyer asked about drainage ponds needing a fence.  The Public Works Director stated he believed that weeds were a better deterrent.  There will be a handout with the next packet” to “Councilmember Sawyer asked about drainage ponds needing a fence.  The Public Works Director stated that there will be a handout with the next packet with this information”.  The second change is also on the second page of the minutes.  Change, “Councilmember Pederson asked about the status of the ramp at the pool.  The Public Works Director clarified that there may not be a ramp (not enough room for both) but that there is a chair to assist individuals with getting in and out of the pool” to “Councilmember Pederson asked about the status of the ramp at the pool.  The Public Works Director clarified that there is a chair to assist individuals with getting in and out of the pool”.   

Councilperson Pederson wanted to correct a staff memo written by Eric Sawyer in the consent agenda.  First, Councilperson Pederson stated that it was not Nancy Finne’s team that won, it was Finne’s Bar and Grill Team that won.  Second, instead of donating 50% of the proceeds to the Ambulance Department, the team is only donating 20%.  Councilperson Pederson concluded by stating that the dollar amount is correct, but the percentage was not correct.

Councilperson Sawyer asked about the section in the minutes that states that Casey’s Gas Station was going to get an RV Dump Site.  The Mayor stated that it has not happened yet, but that it is in the works.  Administrator Robertson added that Ferman Lanning had talked to Rick Hodney at High Plains Cooperative about using Casey’s old sewer connection for an RV Site.  Administrator Robertson added that they were in contact with the Sanitary Sewer District about ensuring proper access control for the dump site.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda, with the two changes to the July 25 City Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit for a Home Occupation (Taxidermy)

Administrator Robertson stated that the Planning Commission had a special meeting an hour earlier because they did not have a quorum at their July 5 meeting.  After some discussion, which revolved around parking and chemical storage, the Planning Commission recommended unanimously to recommend approval of the Home Occupation without conditions.  Administrator Robertson stated that the applicant, Tim Watson, was in the audience to answer any questions.  Mr. Watson stated that he would operate his home occupation downstairs in his basement where he will have his showroom and his workshop.  He will have parking for customers off street (they will access a public alley and park in front of his garage).  Mr. Watson added that he will have very little potentially dangerous chemicals on site, other than paint thinner.  

Councilperson Pederson stated that parking will not be different then you would find at any other home, there will be no outside change in appearance, and work will be done in the home.  He added that he saw no reason to stop the application.  Administrator Robertson pointed out that this will be a little different than the two previous home occupations; in those cases, there were no customers coming to the business, but in this case he will have customers driving to his home.  He added that they will have customer parking per the requirements of the ordinance. 

Darold Heddelstein was concerned about the byproduct and that there would be odor from the waste products of the business.  Mr. Watson stated that he would keep the remains refrigerated until garbage day.  Tom Canan asked about the proof of insurance and why it was not in his name.  Mr. Watson replied that he owns the home and that he has the insurance policy and that he did not know why his fiancé was listed.   Attorney Canan recommended that one of the conditions of the Home Occupation be that Mr. Watson show proof of insurance.

MOTION: Peterson, Pederson second to approve a Home Occupation, Taxidermy, to Tim Watson with two conditions: Mr. Watson needs to show the required proof of insurance, and that he needs to ensure that the byproduct of his businesses be properly stored and disposed of.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Service Disconnects

Administrator Robertson asked the Council to allow any person who wishes to speak about their water bill a chance to talk before the City Council makes a motion.  No one present wished to address the Council.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the 20 water shutoffs and certification letters to the County as per the attached schedule.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Skateboard Park

Kaleb Fitting addressed the City Council.  Mr. Fitting stated that the City Council approved the use of the tennis court closest to the pool and asked if that was correct.  Councilperson Pederson agreed with Mr. Fitting.  Mr. Fitting then went on to say that they went to different companies to get prices on skateboard parks, and than proceeded to handout information from one of the skateboard park vendors.   He added that of the three proposed plans (A, B, and C), they would like to combine elements of plans A and B.  He concluded by asking the City Council if it was ok to start fundraising now.

City Administrator Robertson asked for clarification on the new proposed plan.  He asked if anything on the revised plan be higher than 4 feet tall.  Sharon Spaulding replied no, and that nothing over 4 feet can be in a public park.  Mr. Fitting stated that the cost of their proposed plan would be about $40,000, but that would not include the cost to blacktop or repair the tennis court.  He asked how to proceed on that issue; should the group fundraise that money too, or would the City take care of it?

Mayor Weaver asked about the status of the tennis court blacktop.  Public Works Director Burgdorf replied that it is blacktopped, but it needs attention.  Councilperson Pederson added that the measurements in the drawings are slightly off.

Ms. Spaulding stated that TrueRide was the only one that took them seriously.  The company is willing to send out a person to visit the site and do an updated plan.  Mr. Fitting added that there are several TrueRide parks around the state.  Mayor Weaver asked if the City had given approval for this last October.  Administrator Robertson replied that the council had discussed this in detail last year, but one of the questions the City Council had was if the DNR would be ok with the City converting one of the tennis courts to a skateboard park for recreational purposes.  Public Works Director Burgdorf had contacted the DNR, and as long as the City maintained the courts for general recreational purposes, they were fine with the conversion to a skateboard park.  Administrator Robertson concluded by stating that the City Council wanted the group to come back when they had a better idea of what they wanted to do.

Mayor Weaver asked Public Works Director Burgdorf what it would cost to repave the tennis courts.  Public Works Director Burgdorf replied that the price is going up daily (higher oil prices).  Ms. Spaulding stated that sometimes you can get projects like that donated by private parties.  Mayor Weaver asked if there was any reason why the City shouldn’t approve the group to go ahead and raise funds.  Administrator Robertson replied that if the City Council is serious about the idea and if they are serious about liability issues, but than he stated that the League asks cities to contact them before proceeding with planning for a skateboard park.  The League also strongly recommends safety equipment as well as having some one manage/supervise the skateboard park on a daily basis.

City Administrator asked Ms Spaulding to clarify the group’s goal; do they want to raise the funds for the equipment, give the equipment to the City, and than say “there is the skateboard park, now you own it and manage it?” Ms. Spaulding replied that it was recommended to do it that way and that it works out the best, but the materials the City will get are high quality materials.  City Administrator Robertson replied that his concern is not with the material, but with liability and operation issues and that the League recommends having someone on-site to supervise.  He also added that he knew that the City of Glenwood had trouble with people not wearing safety equipment and they had to close down their park.  He concluded by adding that the City of Plainview would also need to have the right to close down the park if it was necessary.

City Administrator stated that the only issue left is if the City Council has all their questions answered.  Attorney Canan stated then the City needs to decided if they are going to go ahead, and if so, what form are they going ahead with (City owned and City operated, City owned and privately operated, etc).  Attorney Canan added that the City Council needs to have their ducks in a row.  Ms. Spaulding stated that the grant can go up to $25,000, and it requires that the park be professionally built.  She also stated that she has been to several skateboard parks and that there is no on-site supervision at any site she has visited.  She concluded by stating that she did not think the City need to worry about on-site supervision or leasing it out to a third party.

City Administrator Robertson asked if the Tony Hawk grant needed a resolution.  Ms. Spaulding stated that she needed a letter from the City saying that it was ok to proceed.  Once the City has given the ok, she can contact TrueRide and they will send someone down to Plainview to do a site inspection and draw up final plans and cost estimates.  Ms. Spaulding concluded by stating that the City needs to do something since the kids did a lot of work.

Councilperson Sawyer asked if the City wouldn’t need the final plan and cost estimates before they could approve the plan.  Attorney Canan replied that the City actually needs more information than that and he added that even if the insurance doesn’t go up, that it doesn’t mean that the City won’t open it self up to all sorts of liability.  He added that he is not saying don’t go ahead, but he thought that there is a lot more that needs to be done.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that he also read the League information and it looks like they want someone to check people in and supervise even at Tier 1 skateboard parks.  He concluded by stating that he really isn’t interested what other Cities are doing because the League of Minnesota Cities is Plainview’s insurance company and they have some very clear recommendations.

Mr. Fitting stated that he did not know of any other city that supervised skateboard parks.  Administrator Robertson replied that he is sure that Mr. Fitting is right, but the League is still recommending certain standards in order to protect the City in the case of lawsuit.  He also stated that Attorney Canan recommended that maybe the Youth Center can help staff or supervise the skateboard park.  He concluded that he knew it was one of the Youth Center’s goal to have a skateboard park.

Ms. Spaulding stated that Tony Hawk will only give grants if the park is open to the public free of charge.  City Administrator Robertson replied that no one on the City Council has said no to the plan or has said that there should be a charge to use it.  Ms. Spaulding stated that she thought it was up to the City to contact Rochester and see how they do it.  She concluded by stating that when she visited all these parks, she did not see any abuse of the rules.

Councilperson Pederson read aloud different options for operating a skateboard park.  He stated that if the skateboard park was owned by the City and operated by the Youth Center, that it should reduce the liability of the City.  Administrator Robertson stated that while he is not an insurance agent, he agreed and stated that it would reduce the liability of the City.  Councilperson Pederson stated that he would like to get something going tonight.

Public Works Director Burgdorf asked if the City could lease over a lease, because the City has leased the property to the School for their use.  Attorney Canan stated that in that case, the tenant would have to sublease it.  Public Works Director Burdgorf replied that all of Eckstein Field is leased to the School on an annual basis.  Attorney Canan added that the City probably has time before they need to finalize the contract issues, since it will take time to raise the money.  Councilperson Pederson suggested that since the City owns the property, it can set the terms with future leases.

Ms. Spaulding stated that she thought the City Council was getting stuck on the liability issues and making the park available to anybody, including even the poor.  She added that the group is looking at just building a regular park.  She concluded that it is more dangerous to cross a street than to use a skateboard park.  Councilperson Pederson asked Ms. Spaulding what she needed from the City to move forward.  She responded that she needed a letter from the City stating that the City will provide space for a skateboard park and that it will be open to everyone, just like any other park. 

City Administrator stated that he would like to have the skateboard park work with the Plainview Youth Center; he asked that Councilperson Pederson include that with his motion.  He concluded by stating that it makes sense to have these two groups work together.  Attorney Canan suggested that the Councilperson Pederson should choose the form (public or private) of the skateboard park before making a motion.  He stressed that this is an important decision and that the City needs to be aware of what is going to happen (waivers, rules, policies, first aid kits).  He concluded that we are in a litigious society.  Mayor Weaver agreed stating that you can put all sorts of signs up and it may not make a difference because we live in a litigious society.

Councilperson Eversman asked if the lease with the school comes due every year.  Public Works Director Burgdorf confirmed that, stating that it is usually approved around April of each year.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that there was no reason that the City and School can’t work it out before next April.

MOTION: Councilperson Pederson moved that City will develop a skate park, the City will own the skate park, and possibly lease it to a private party to operate, it will be a Tier 1 park, it will be open to the public free of charge, and that operating policies were be developed before it is open for use, all the above conditions will be contingent upon the City providing a park site, and contingent upon all the above becoming a reality.

Ms. Spaulding said that she could not write a grant with that motion because the City is not guaranteeing that anyone will be there to run it in 6 months.  Mayor Weaver responded that we are not going to run it because the skateboard association will run it.  Councilperson Eversman asked how much time was there before the grant was due.  Mrs. Spaulding replied that they are due quarterly.  Councilperson Eversman suggested that Mrs. Spaulding come to the next Youth Center meeting and discuss the proposal with the board and see if they can help out in some way.  She added that she thought it was important for both groups to work together.  She concluded by stating that Sara Grover is an excellent grant writer.

Ms. Spaulding stated that she did not think she could get a grant if the City has too many restrictions.  Councilperson Eversman stated that she is suggesting going to the Youth Center and see if the group is willing to work together.  She added that way we can all get situated and get our ducks in a row.  Mayor Weaver stated that as far as he was concerned, the Council can make a motion stating that they will approve the concept of the skate park.   Mr. Fitting responded that he thought they already had that last year.  Mayor Weaver responded that he didn’t know what the problem is then.

Ms. Spaulding stated that she thought she was already given the land at the tennis court.  Administrator Robertson stated that the property was allocated for the use, not given (the land still belongs to the City).  Councilperson Eversman asked if there were phy-ed classes at the tennis court.  Mr. Fitting responded that he did not believe the school ever used the tennis courts.

City Administrator stated that, as a point of order, Councilperson Pederson made a motion a while ago but discussion has taken place before there was a second; he added that there needs to be a second.  He also stated that he would feel a lot better if the City Council would not make a motion on this issue until after the Youth Center meeting.  He concluded that he did not want to table items just to table them, but there are about 18 questions on the table and if the City Council can wait till after the Youth Center meeting, than maybe some of the issues can be pulled off of the table.  Councilperson Eversman offered to help get the item on the agenda for the August 2, 2005, board meeting.  Ms. Spaulding stated that she can not make the meeting, but others can.

Attorney Canan stated that Councilperson Pederson’s motion is still out there and needs some action.  Public Works Director Burgdorf stated that the DNR has a skateboard park grant available, but it requires a lot of work.  Councilperson Peterson asked to have Councilperson Pederson’s motion read back.  After the motion was read back, Mayor Weaver recommended that the motion be withdrawn.  Councilperson Pederson removed his motion from consideration.

Councilperson Eversman stated that she would help get the skateboard park on the Youth Center agenda.  Councilperson Pederson stated that the meeting tonight may have been frustrating because it involves things that Ms. Spaulding believes are not important, but he didn’t think that this meeting and the issues raised were causing a delay.  Ms. Spaulding responded that she hopes the City contacts other cities (Rochester, Onalska, and Chatfield) and ask them questions about their skateboard parks.  She concluded by stating that everyone on the council has only a little piece of the picture and if they would do some research, they would get a better understanding of the issues.

Administrator Robertson asked if Public Works Director would get a basic idea of what it may cost to resurface the tennis court.  Administrator Robertson stated that he will put this item back on the agenda for the August 8, 2005, City Council meeting.

Property Address Numbering

Steve Erwin stated that he was at the meeting because he and about 300 other people received a letter in the mail mandating that they put four inch numbers on the side of their houses adjacent to the front door.  He stated that he would like to have the City Council consider an amendment to the ordinance for several reasons.  He added that the idea of asking citizens to put address numbers somewhere on the property visible from the street has some merit.  However, he thought mandating four inch numbers in a particular location on the side of the house is a problem.  He stated that some subdivisions, such as Orchard Hills, have numbers that are fairly large on the mailboxes, which are easily seen from the street.  He added that it was designed that way by Peter Meyer, with the blessing of the City Council (back in the early 1990s).  

Mr. Erwin stated that there are several homes that have large numbers etched into stone in their garages, but that would not comply with the ordinance since they were not adjacent to the door.  He continued that some are 3 inches high or 3 ½ inches high, but that would also not comply with the ordinance. 

Mr. Erwin stated that to enforce this ordinance takes time away from the Police Department; time that could be spent enforcing other more valuable ordinances.  He added that Randy Doughty and Nancy Richardson had to write all these letters, and that as a citizen of the town, he thought their time would be better spent cracking down on drunk drivers and meth labs.  He also had a question if it was the function of the City or any other government to protect people from themselves.  He added by asking that if the police or ambulance department does not respond in time, isn’t it incumbent upon the property owner to identify their property?

Mr. Erwin stated that other towns (Mazzepa) have adopted the type of ordinance that he is referring to.  Mazzepa’s ordinance simply states that the number must be visible from the street.  He added that if the City’s concern is having the police, ambulance, and fire department reach a certain property in time, does it really matter where the number is located as long as it is visible from the street.  He concluded by stating that he simply would like to have the City Council to consider an amendment to the ordinance.

Councilperson Pederson stated that it was his understanding that when the City adopted the ordinance, it was only adopting what was already required by the state.  Administrator Robertson replied that Councilperson Pederson is mostly correct, with the exception of location.  He stated that most of the City’s ordinance is based off of the State Fire Code, Section 505, Premises Identification.  The fire code asks for 4 inch letters, visible from the street.  He added that the only difference is that the City’s ordinance says adjacent to the entrance.  He also stated that the information was given to the City Council back in 2003 when the Council adopted the ordinance.  Councilperson Pederson stated that all along he thought it was the state fire code in its entirety. Administrator Robertson replied that he did not have a transcript of the City Council minutes, but he believed the discussion was that the EMS services wanted a system where they could look for one spot.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that it was for continuity.  Administrator Robertson stated that for what it is worth, this was Nancy and Randy’s mission and that he has only heard a few secondary comments, he has heard a few negative comments about the ordinance but he has also heard at least one positive comment, that it was about time there was a uniform system.

Councilperson Sawyer stated that there can be a problem where mailboxes are clustered together.  Councilperson Pederson stated that he did not see a problem when there is one mailbox per property.  Councilperson Sawyer replied that there has to be a continuity so that at night people can know where to look at every time.  Councilperson Eversman asked if the new homes being built with their numbers in concrete blocks would be in compliance.  Administrator Robertson stated that the Ordinance requires that the numbers are adjacent to the door.  Councilperson Eversman stated that if a car is parked in the driveway, than you may not be able to see the addresses.

Administrator Robertson stated that he believed that Randy and Nancy decided if they could see the address on the house, than they didn’t “gig” the home.  He stated that he was not present when they went around town, it was his understanding that if they could see the number, than they passed it.  

Mr. Ewrin asked Councilperson Peterson if he ever had a hard time trying to find a place.  Councilperson Peterson replied that if the mailbox was across the street.  Mr. Erwin stated that their mailbox is on the property with 3 inch tall numbers that shine in the headlights.  Councilperson Eversman stated that there are hardly any numbers that a person can purchase that are 4 inches.  Administrator Robertson stated that he talked to a citizen that day that had a hard time finding numbers; he had to go to six different stores before he could find the right ones.  Administrator Robertson stated that people should not get hung-up on four inches, because it is in the Minnesota Fire Code.

Councilperson Eversman stated that the letter they received from the police stated that the numbers had to be four inches.  Administrator Robertson responded that four inches is required by the Fire Code.  

Mr. Erwin wanted clarification on the fact that if the Police Chief saw numbers that were cut into the garage that he felt were visible from the street, that he didn’t send them a letter.  Administrator Robertson replied that yes, that was his understanding.  He added that adjacent may have not been the best term in the ordinance.

Mr. Erwin asked the City Attorney to comment on what his thoughts were as far as enforcement of that ordinance.  He added that it seems to him that it was selective enforcement, and he wanted to know if the City Attorney thought it would stand up in court with 300 tickets.  Administrator Robertson stated that he believed quite a few have already been resolved.  Mr. Ewrin wondered if it would stand up in court if the City left it to the discretion of the police chief whether a certain number met the terms of the ordinance.

Mr. Erwin stated that he is focusing on the phrase “4 inches adjacent to the door” in the ordinance.  He stated that if you have numbers that are easily visible from the street, why does that not satisfy what the City Council is attempting to do.  Administrator Robertson replied that the City Council, in 2003, wanted to adopt a uniform system where an EMS person can easily find the numbers and they felt that, at that time, having it next to the door on the building was appropriate.

Mr. Erwin stated that his response was that the City is giving the Police Chief the authority to decide who gets tickets and who doesn’t, than he wanted the City Attorney to give his opinion on whether that qualifies as selective enforcement of the law and therefore does not follow under Minnesota law.  Administrator Robertson stated that this is the first round of enforcement, checking out homes for compliance.  Before Nancy and Randy went to the second round, he was certain that Nancy and Randy would take pictures and measurements and make sure of a violation before issuing a citation.

Mr. Erwin stated, just to be clear, than, if there is an address cut into a stone on the garage, than the department plans to issue a citation.  Mr. Robertson responded that the ordinance was adopted by the City Council, and City staff have an obligation to enforce it whether it is convenient or inconvenient.

Mr. Erwin asked if the City also enforces jaywalking tickets in the City.  Administrator Robertson replied that he is not the Police Chief, and he did not know the last time they issued a jaywalking ticket.

Mr. Heddlestein stated that Randy told him to use 3 inches.  Councilperson Eversman stated that she was not going to put up lettering that are reflective; she wanted to put up decorative numbers on her home.

Mayor Weaver stated that part of the problem is that mailboxes are not in the same location in front of the home (Orchard Hills versus Hillcrest) and that not everything is the same in town.  Attorney Canan stated that the City Council needs to ask itself if there is still the same compelling reason for having numbers on homes that there was in 2003.  If there still is a compelling reason, than the City should talk about how it plans on enforcing it.  Councilperson Peterson stated that maybe the City needs to review the ordinance.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that it would be a mistake to get away from the continuity of having address numbers in the same spot.  Mr. Erwin stated that all he wanted was for the City to consider having the ordinance read “easily visible from the street”.

Councilperson Sawyer stated that the problem is that you have people on the Ambulance Service that are not from town.  He added that they have a hard enough time finding the streets because a lot of the streets do not go all the way through.  

Mayor Weaver recommended that the City staff review the ordinance.  He suggested Randy, Eric, Rich (and the liaisons) sit down and discuss the issue.  Administrator Robertson stressed that he was not present when Nancy and Randy drove around town, and that maybe they did measure the number size. He concluded that if selective enforcement is a concern, we need to make sure that we don’t do that and maybe Nancy and Randy should retrace their steps.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Municipal Insurance Bids

Administrator Robertson stated that of the three bids received, Greenwood Agency is the lowest bid.  He recommended that the City Council adopt the lowest reasonable bidder, Greenwood, and use the City Clerk’s recommended wording in her memo.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that after reviewing the services offered by all three companies, he wondered if Greenwood offered the most services for their fee.  Councilperson Pederson stated that the bids could be somewhat deceptive and that the League of Minnesota Cities probably does all the work.  

Administrator Robertson asked Tom Canan if insurance agents are considered “professional services”.  Tom Canan replied that it is not absolutely clear, but he would consider them under professional services.  Administrator Robertson stated that if that is the case, than the City Council does not need to award the contract to the lowest reasonable bidder in this case if it did not want to, although he would still recommend Greenwood since they are the lowest.  Councilperson Sawyer stated that it was interesting how much Greenwood came down since their last bid.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Greenwood Agency as the City’s agent of record for insurance as of August 1, 2005, with quotes to be re-bid in September 2006 for insurance effective January 1, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

Computer Use Policy

Administrator Robertson stated that this proposed policy was in the Council packet last meeting.  He had made some changes to reflect questions raised by the City Council.  At the previous meeting, Councilperson Sawyer asked what constitutes just cause and what would discipline be.  Administrator Robertson stated that in the event that discipline is necessary, City staff would follow the already established process listed in the Personnel Policy.

Councilperson Pederson asked to explain what “business appropriate” meant in Subd 8.  Attorney Canan stated that he thought it referred to language and the type of words used, such as profane words or other inappropriate wording.  It was recommended to add the word “language” to subdivision 8 to clarify the section.  Councilperson Pederson added, for those in the audience, that the policy states that employees can use computers for personal use, but only during the breaks or before or after work.  He also added that anything on the computer, even if deleted, the City owns.
MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the computer use policy with the addition of the word “language” in Subd 8 behind “business appropriate”.  Motion passed unanimously.
Revised Building Permit Language

Administrator Robertson stated that he did not want to make the meeting longer that it had to be and that he was not quite certain what the Council was looking for, but he had included an example letter from the City of Evansville, showing what that City does in the event that people build without a building permit.  He stated that while he knows that the City Council wants to promote an aggressive enforcement policy for building permits, his personal opinion was that he would rather give citizens the benefit of the doubt.  Regardless, he stated that the City of Evansville gives no second chances and that if someone builds a deck without a permit, they would be charged a $100 fee, plus twice the normal building permit fee.

Administrator Robertson responded that he does not expect City Council action on this issue; it was put in the packet for information and discussion only.  Mayor Weaver stated that this is something that has been going on for some time; people have not been paying for their permits.  Administrator Robertson replied that City Hall did have an issue with people not paying for their building permits, but that issue has been greatly reduced and there is only one outstanding issue at this time (and a copy of that person’s letter is in the packet).  

Administrator Robertson clarified that with Evansville, a person can not simply build a structure on a setback, say here is $10, and be on their way.  Evansville’s fee is $10 per day that the offence continues; the City makes you move your structure. Councilperson Sawyer asked about the property owner in Fisk Acres that built a fence without a building permit; Administrator Robertson replied that they had submitted an application on the last day possible, and that he believes that the property owner is moving forward in a good fashion.

Administrator Robertson will work with City Hall Liaison Pederson on ideas or suggestion for changing/improving the building permit enforcement process.

EDA Tax Levy

Administrator Robertson stated that this issue was covered in the last City Council packet.  If the City Council wants to proceed with this project, they need to pass this resolution tonight.  If the resolution is approved tonight, the City needs to publish a hearing notice in the paper for 2 weeks, and than hold a public hearing on August 8, 2005.  He added that if the City Council approves tonight’s resolution, it does not obligate them to approve the levy issue on August 8 (they can can still deny it).  Administrator Robertson stated that he wants to make it clear that the EDA levy will raise in the area of $25,000, but it will increase the property tax levied on properties; the additional funds will not come from Local Government Aid or the Liquor Store fund, but from property owners.

Administrator stated that it should be clear that the EDA will have authority over how these funds are used, and that the City Council will have little direct control over how it is used (other than the two members of the City Council who are appointed to the board).  Attorney Canan pointed out that the money needs to be used for Economic Development purposes.  

Councilperson Sawyer stated that his only issue with the tax increase is that the City does not have a 5 year plan but that the City is looking at raising tax money for the EDA.  Councilperson Peterson stated that the levy can not be rescinded once authorized.  Administrator Robertson stated that the City Council does not need to set the tax levy at the maximum allowed by law.  Administrator Robertson also stated that he disagreed with Councilperson Peterson and that he thought that the EDA levy could be rescinded.  Councilperson Peterson stated that he specifically asked that question at a pervious EDA meeting and he was told it couldn’t be rescinded; Administrator Robertson stated that he would ask around and find out the answer for the City Council.

It was asked if any of the proposed property tax levy would reduce the City’s commitment to the EDA Coordinator’s salary.  Administrator Robertson suggested if the City Council was going to consider reducing or eliminating their contribution to the EDA, than it should be made clear at the public hearing.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve resolution 05-09, EDA Property Tax Levy, and schedule a public hearing for August 8, 2005, with the understanding that if the levy were approved, the City would no longer contribute funds to subsidize the EDA Coordinator.  For: Peterson, Pederson, Eversman, Weaver.  Against: Sawyer.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to accept the resignation of Adam Taylor effective immediately.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Jessica Rinn for the Ambulance Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests. Motion passed unanimously.

Liquor Store Expansion

Donny Hall presented a proposal to the City Council concerning the Liquor Store and a new off-sale liquor store.  He added that he has seen a large decrease in on-sale business; not just in Plainview, but a lot of other on-sale liquor stores in the area are also down quite a bit. He stated that if the City could get a site on the highway, they could increase the number of customers.  Mr. Hall also added that an off-sale could have a significant savings in insurance and labor.

Mayor Weaver asked what were the costs in going out to the highway.  Mr. Hall responded there would be land acquisition costs, demolition costs, and construction costs.  Mr. Hall stated that the City, once it built a new off-sale, should sell the current liquor store as an on-sale business rather than a stand alone building.  He thought that it would be more valuable as a business with an established clientele.

Mayor Weaver stated that the City Council needs some more time to consider the information.  Donny Hall was asked to work with Nancy and come to a future City Council meeting with some more detailed costs concerning construction and operation of a new off-sale.

Council Comment

Councilperson Sawyer and Pederson both stated that they liked the letter that was signed by the Mayor and sent to the township concerning the annexation issue from last year and the new township road.  Mayor Weaver stated that he was approached by a property owner who asked what the City was going to do, to which the Mayor replied nothing.  He added that he told that it is up to the property owners to do something about the issue.  Councilperson Pederson commented that to him it sounded like the Township Board didn’t give tiddlywinks about their commitment to build the road.

Councilperson Eversman stated that nothing has been done at the brush pile for 2 weeks.  Public Works Director disagreed, stating that a lot of brush has been brought in the last week.

Councilperson Pederson asked about the Morath Vet Clinic sidewalk.  Public Works Director Burgdorf replied that there was a water problem and that the City should be patient and wait at least one month before they look for a new sidewalk.

Councilperson Peterson stated that with future celebrations next year, the City Council should consider increasing the Police Departments budget (labor), so that they have enough staff to handle the increased demand.  Administrator Robertson added that the City Council should also consider increasing the amount of money the City has allocated towards sidewalk reimbursement next year.

Public Works Director stated that he talked to several property owners along the south 200 block of West Broadway about addressing the 1-foot sidewalk problem.  He also added that he talked to property owners along the north 400 block of West Broadway.   He concluding by asking the City Council how they wanted to address the reimbursement on the 1-foot section.

Mayor Weaver discussed about his desire to compel a property owner to fix his seemingly unsafe home.  Attorney Canan discussed some possible methods for condemning a property.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from Mayor to Plainview Township concerning timetable for constructing new road,

Letter from Tom Canan to Roger Sibenaler concerning fence and no building permit,

Letter from Tom Canan to Roger Durgin concerning unpaid building permit fee,

Letter from Tom Canan to Ray Shultz concerning siding and no building permit,

Letter from Administrator to Jech Concrete concerning improper installation of sidewalk for Dale Thomas,

Letter from Administrator to Ron Carlson concerning cemented over water shut-off at 735 2nd Ave and improper sidewalk inspection,

Letter from Administrator to Kenny Sylvester concerning cemented over water shut-off at 510 5th Avenue NE,

Letter from Administrator to Josh Meyers and Joe Wingert concerning as-builts for Eastwinds,

New Housing Construction in Plainview from 1990 to July 1 2005,

Memo about Stormwater Pond Safety form the Rural Water Association,

Thank you Letter from the Initiative Foundation,

Letter from SEMDC concerning increase in cost in 2006 for Steve Gronseth,

Letter from Administrator to major truck haulers concerning revised truck routes,

Truck Route Ordinance and map,

Notice of Approval for Wetland Conservation Plan (Orchard Hills Creek)

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil Weaver Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting Secretary

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 25, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – Richard Sawyer

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Robyn Hoerr, Michael L Burgdorf, Lisa Hoekstra, Ron Partridge, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 11, 2005

Building Permits- 0

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 Temporary Liquor license, 1 Loudspeaker license, and 1 gambling 

Bills- $191,335.63

Department Head Reports-  Fire, Ambulance, Police

Boards- City Code Committee, Safety Committee

Findings of Fact- Conditional Use Permit for Tim Watson (taxidermy)

Resolutions- #05-10 approving Fire Relief Assn pull tabs at Kim’s Saloon and Grill

Donations- Approving donation from Community Charities (Gopher Lanes)

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Wellhead Protection

Robyn Hoerr with the Rural Water Association summarized the report adding that the City has been working on this since 2001.  The intention of the Wellhead Protection Plan is to identify vulnerable water and soil area and set up plans to manage those risks.  Robyn went on to say that some of the priorities are 1) taking care of the drill bit which broke off in Well #1, 2) maintaining at low levels or decreasing the levels of contaminants in the drinking water, 3) working with county, township, state and federal agencies with implementation of the plan, 4) incorporating goals of the wellhead protection plan into zoning ordinances and into implementation of the comprehensive plan, and 5) promoting public education and information.  Steps remaining are to adopt the plan, send it to the Department of Health (approx 90 days for turnaround) and then to begin implementation of the plan.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked Robyn Hoerr to list specific priorities and the costs associated with them and asked if any of the plan dovetails with the Homeland Security requirements.  Robyn Hoerr replied that there is not a huge budget other than staff time, copies and postage for promoting public education; however, there would be the potentially large expense of taking care of the problem with Well #1, and added that there is some overlap with Homeland Security. Fences are not required by the Wellhead Protection Plan but might be by Homeland Security.  Councilmember Eversman asked about contaminated wells nearby.  Robyn Hoerr answered that the City would need to find out where they are and if they are maintained properly, pointing out that the City would need the cooperation of the townships and county along with city residents to determine where the private wells are.  Councilmember Pederson suggested that a calendar be developed to implement the plan.  Robyn Hoerr responded that Chapter 6 concerns how to evaluate what’s been done and what changes need to be made as implementation progresses.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the Wellhead Protection Plan, Part 2.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
NEW BUSINESS

TIF Decertification in LeVan Subdivision

As of date, one property owner does not meet the income qualifications.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Eversman second to decertify Lot 4, Block 2 of LeVan Subdivision from the TIF District.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Election Equipment Discussion

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained the pros and cons to adding a second polling place- considerations were alleviating congestion, alleviating machine jams, alleviating persons voting in the wrong precinct; as opposed to less oversight by City Clerk, additional costs of 2 machines at both locations, and possibility of needing to share a polling place with the township.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to not add a second polling place and to leave as is with one polling place for the City.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson clarified with the Council that this meant they would not be interested in sharing a polling place with the township to which the council generally agreed.

Appoint Member to Bike Trail Committee

At present there were no nominations.  An article or notice will be put in the paper announcing the openings.

Preliminary Discussion on 2006 Budget

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reviewed the proposed preliminary 2006 budget explaining that she used a 5% increase because 60% of the non-enterprise activities of the city is comprised of payroll and if the new payscale has step increases of three percent and if the cost-of-living adjustment was almost 2% the last time, that this would equal about 5%.  She added that budget increases of 10% for all insurances had been insufficient for the 2005 budget, so if insurance were raised 10%, other departmental expenses could still be increased, but not up to 5%.  If 5% were used, that would be the total expense increase for the department.  The preliminary levy is due to the county by September 15th , this initial discussion is two weeks later than it was last year, and some department heads were already asking for direction.  She encouraged discussion by the council of various proposals they had made throughout the year which may impact the budgets if implemented and looked for the Council to consider any radical changes to any department if considered, i.e. Pool: close the pool permanently, increase funding, line the pool, completely replace the pool et cetera.  Mayor Weaver felt that a lot of the issues should be brought up by the Department Heads but that 5% might be right in line.  Councilmember Peterson noted that there would need to be an increase for additional emergency personnel for the Sesquicentennial and added that the State would be paying the bill for the statewide radio system but that local governments would need to purchase new radio systems by January 2008.  City Administrator Steven Robertson will follow up with the Police Chief, Fire Chief, and Ambulance Director.  Councilmember Pederson pointed out that cost-of-living increases did not have to be the annual amount of inflation, if given at all. He added that it is common that the person at the top of the pay scale might be stuck there and received whatever cost-of-living increase is implemented.  Staff will look at the recently released League of Minnesota Cities Salary Survey.   Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested that liaisons contact their respective department heads to get input and to also get estimated costs with any projects proposed. 

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson presented recommended changes to the address numbering ordinance noting that a public hearing would be required.  Councilmembers Peterson and Eversman felt it would be best if the City Attorney could be present.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to schedule a public hearing on the proposed ordinance change in four weeks (August 22, 2005).  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Pederson presented one worksheet from the long-range capital project projections noting that in the short-term sewer rates may need to increase 65% to cover the sanitary sewer expansion and the 2nd Av project, however, the average for surrounding areas is $25.17 compared to Plainview’s current average of $18.88. Plainview’s rates are low and have room to increase.  After an increase of 65%, the city would be at approximately $31.15 per month and he suggested that it wouldn’t be long before the surrounding cities matched or surpassed that average.  

Councilmember Pederson commented that the walking trail behind third base at Eckstein needs repair before someone gets hurt and that the first overlay on 8th St NE has sunken dramatically.  His concern was that it be corrected properly fixed and not just filled in before the second overlay is applied.

Mayor Weaver noted that he had signed an offer of $47,500 to purchase the house and property on 10th St SW to be used for the compost site, contingent upon council approval.  Someone is interested in the house and would pay to move it.  Mayor Weaver suggested using nursing home funds to pay for it and suggested that when the public works building is sold, then it could pay back the nursing home fund.  After some discussion, it was generally agreed to use nursing homes funds to pay for the purchase of the property and to increase the compost fee, with the incremental compost fee to be repaid to the nursing home fund.  It was added that to put down a concrete pad, bunkering and a fence might cost an additional $50,000.  The Public Works Director is checking cost estimates.  Mayor Weaver added that the City can use the compost site without doing anything: no bunkering, no concrete pad, et cetera.  Councilmember Pederson suggested screening it for the benefit of the residents and that this might be a good time for the Planning Commission to reconsider fence heights, as had been mentioned with earlier issues.  Councilmember Pederson went on to add that Plainview’s “other fees,” which include compost, on average are very low compared to other cities and he would support an increase in the compost fee to pay back the purchase of the property. Public Works Director noted that there may be additional costs with going back and forth from the site. He clarified that if the public works property is ever sold, that there may be an issue with the easement to the church.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked if the Morath contract would be necessary with the move to the new site.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf stated that it would not, however, the City may be able to get rid of one of the contracts from mere duplication. 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the purchase of $47,500 for the 10th St SW site using funds from the nursing home fund to be repaid with compost fee increments.  Motion passed unanimously.     

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Clean-up billing letter to Tim Sund.

Clean-up billing letter to Joe Bye.

DNR letter denying park shelter grant.

DNR letter regarding Annual Report of Water Use Fee Increase.

Pictures of Library reading program.

Letter from Sara Grover regarding community garden.

Response to Sara Grover regarding community garden.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Don Schwanbeck, Delmar Liebenow, Pat Barnes, Michael L. Burgdorf, Darold Heddlesten, Mark Becker, Eric Sawyer, Nathan Fillback, Fred Heaser, Duane Schulz, Marion Burgdorf, Jerry Kosel, Jim Taubel, Joan Smith, Lisa Hoekstra, Ron Partridge, Ferman Lanning, John Coons, Randy Doughty, Jay Holst 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda adding Utility Easement as item #G under new business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 25, 2005

Building Permits- 11

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 Loudspeaker permits

Bills- $ 138,041.79

Department Head Reports- Ambulance, Library

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Misc- Letter requesting street closures for Corn-on-the-Cob days

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

EDA Property Tax Levy

Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing.  An EDA levy and its potential uses were discussed.  All taxable property would pay a portion. Lisa Hoekstra stated that she felt it would be unfair to existing business owners if only new businesses received support from the EDA.    Several citizens expressed their concerns that an additional tax would not be good for residents or businesses alike.  Ferman Lanning, president of the EDA spoke in support of the EDA levy arguing that the funds accumulated would be used to get attract businesses to town.  There was additional discussion regarding TIF and its uses with those voicing opposition and support for TIF.  Councilmember Pederson answered several questions regarding TIF, particularly with the city’s longest running TIF, Fisk Acres.  Delmar Liebenow expressed concern over the school’s loss of tax funding for TIF parcels.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to close the public hearing and table it until the August 22, 2005 Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Peterson noted that the city attorney will be at the next council meeting to be able to answer some questions.  Councilmember Sawyer, addressing concerns that the issue was tabled, responded that he felt that most citizen comments didn’t necessarily oppose the tax and that the concern was how the funds would be spent and he would like to see the EDA charter changed to provide for more Council oversight. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Nathan Fillback from EMS Inc inquired as to the permit.  City Administrator Steven Robertson clarified that is was approved through the consent agenda.  

Darold Heddlesten asked if there was going to be an ordinance change for motorized scooters. Mayor Weaver noted that this will be addressed at a future meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Skateboard Park Proposal

No representative for the skateboard park was present.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to table the skateboard park proposal to the August 22, 2005 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Billing Policy for Renters/Property Owners

City Administrator Steve Robertson stated a personal potential conflict of interest and would decline from commenting.  John Coons, property owner of six properties in Plainview, noted that presently the property owner is held responsible for water bills of tenants.  He felt that someone should be responsible and that that should be the tenant adding that other utilities don’t do this and felt that the owner should not be responsible because they’re not the one who incurred the expense.  He suggested that the City check the background of the tenant.  He explained the process of collecting rent and how the deposit is depleted before it’s even known that the water bill is past due.  The entire eviction process can take up to three months before the sheriff’s department can throw them out.  He reiterated that he felt it was not fair that property owners be responsible for the tenants’ water bills.  The landlords help the city by fixing up properties that might not otherwise be fixed up.  Joan Smith added additional detail explaining the process and notifications involved with evictions.  Mayor Weaver noted that if renters don’t pay then it essentially drives up the taxes if the City has to pay.  Chief Doughty noted that the renter is notified for delinquent payment, can the property owner have the water turned off and if so, then that would take care of the problem because the enter would come pay.   Councilmember Pederson suggested monthly billings.  Chief Doughty suggested that the water bill be part of the rent payment and the landlord pay the water bill.  Ferman Lanning indicated that he does it that way.  Deposits were suggested for renters.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that staff will be following the ordinance more closely regarding notification to the landlords.  City Administrator Steve Robertson  also added that the City is not in the business of selling water.  The City simply provides water to promote health and welfare.  If the City wanted to promote comsumption, they would have a different rate structure.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf noted that he was at the Council meeting in 1986 when the change was made to make the property owner responsible for the water bill because the city wasn’t getting its money.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to table the water billing policy to the August 22, 2005 council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Appoint Member to Bike Trail Committee

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to appoint Kim McHugh to the Bike Trail committee.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Discuss Proposed Changes to ATV Ordinance

Chief Doughty suggested changes to the ordinance to allow ATV’s to be used on city streets with the requirements that the driver be a licensed driver 16 years of age or older, the ATV needs to be registered with DNR, and get a permit from the police department (an annual permit).  There are other stipulations such as proof of liability insurance and requiring riders of drivers under 18 to wear helmets.    

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to hold a public hearing on August 22, 2005 for the proposed ATV ordinance changes.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Adopt National Incident Management System (NIMS) Resolution

Councilmember Sawyer inquired as to training for the session.  Various staff will need to be trained.  Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer suggested that someone be trained to be the trainer for the city.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Resolutions #05-11 and #05-12 designating the National Incident Management System as the basis for all incident management in Plainview and promoting intrastate mutual aid agreements, respectively.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Proposed 2006 Budget Timeline

A budget meeting will be Monday night, August 15, 2005 at 6:30 p.m.

Discuss 2006 Cost of Living Allowance (COLA)

Councilmember Sawyer asked if a rural rate should be used.  City Administrator Steven Robertson had suggested the Twin Cities rate because that was what was used the last time.  Councilmember Pederson had researched various rates on the internet and found that current rates are even higher than 2.8% and he felt that 2.8% is not out of line, reminding the Council that some COLA would be used in the payscale- even if it wasn’t the full amount.  It was generally agreed that 2.8% be used and, if necessary, it could be reduced later.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to apply a 2.8% Cost of Living Adjustment for the 2006 payscale and resulting budget.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Ambulance

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to accept the resignation of Michael Zarling from the Ambulance effective August 2, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Liquor Store

Councilmembers Sawyer and Pederson suggested that there be follow up or an exit interview with resigning personnel.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to accept the resignation of Lori Salzl from the Liquor Store effective August 5, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Sarah Heise part-time at $7.63 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

2006 Election Equipment

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the County had communicated that more money may be available to pay for the handicap machines as well as a new precinct counter and were asking the City to revisit the idea of having two polling places.  The machine would be at almost no cost now, whereas if the City moves to two polling places later, it will cost the city to pay for the counter and the handicap machine.  City Administrator Steven Robertson reviewed the advantages and disadvantages of having two polling places and summarized his ideas on the board.  No action taken and the previous motion which directed that there be one polling place stands.  City Administrator Steve Robertson will inform the County of the decision to keep one polling place.  

Utility Easement Request

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that a resident who had constructed a fence on a storm sewer easement was requesting that the city vacate part of the easement.  It was generally agreed that the City would not be interested in vacating part of the easement.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman asked for clarification on the police budget.

Councilmember Sawyer asked on the status on the crossing guard on the pool and the job description.  Staff will follow up.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Weed letter to Three Rivers Community Action.

Weed letter to Greg Speedling.
Weed letter to Dustin and Heidi Loftus.

Weed letter to Peter Meyer.

Weed letter to Verlynn LeVan.

Weed letter to Ernie Padgett.

Letter regarding Siebenaler fence.

Letter from Sen Coleman’s Regional Affairs and Policy Liaison.

Safety Committee memo.

Proposed contract for removal and transportation of house.

LGA notice for 2006.

2nd Quarter 2005 financial results.

Letter from Lisa Hoekstra regarding EDA levy.

Letter from Dale Simmons regarding sidewalks.

RECESS

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to recess the meeting to Monday, August 15, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting recessed at 9:05 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting Clerk

Recessed meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 15, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Dwight Brown

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Budget

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reviewed the proposed summary budget noting that it incorporated generally a 5.8% increase for payroll and payroll related expenses and insurance increases of 10% with the council’s stipulation that the overall departmental budgets not be increased more than 5%.  A 5% increase in the tax levy was also used which allowed for a small surplus after adding for additional police for the sesquicentennial.  In discussing and clarifying the 2.8% COLA with possible 3% step increases on top of that, which led to a 5.8% increase in payroll and related items, City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that the liaisons should have a direct role or at elast some oversight in the review process and whether or not an employee receives no step increase, a half-step increase, or a full step increase.  Mayor Weaver suggested a 6% budget increase overall.  General discussion ensued. 

Councilmember Sawyer asked about the two budgets requested of the library.  It was explained that the librarian was asked to prepare a budget using a 5% increase and then to prepare a different budget assuming operations with county funding and the state’s required Maintenance of Effort.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that maintenance of effort is where cities are required by state law to provide future support for the library in the amount of no less than 90% for the year ended two years before.  He went on to recommend that the support be cut to $119,000 from the $129,000 requested which is about $30,000 more than the required maintenance of effort.  He explained that there will be a lot of need from other departments (police, ambulance) and that the City Council may need to look at cutting budgets.  He suggested cutting the book budget and not staff or library hours since the book budgets requested hadn’t been fully expended in the past.  He suggested also that, even though the library cleaner was doing a great job, that the contract should be reviewed for possibly a lower rate.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to set Monday, December 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. as the Truth-in-Taxation hearing, with Monday December 12, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. as the backup date.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to set the next budget meeting for Monday, August 29, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. with Department Heads to have available in a timely manner all extraordinary budget requests, proposed fee increases, and capital requests.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked if a 6% budget increase would be enough in light of gas price increases.  He also suggested that a price increase was due for water purchases made by non-residents and that water and sewer rate increases should be considered in two weeks also.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that there was a debt schedule attached to the information provided and briefly explained the tax computation worksheet, noting that the various factors and valuations make it very difficult to understand the calculations.  

Mayor Weaver interjected that a firm from Arcadia, Wisconsin is interested in coming to town with a hatchery.  The need is for nine acres and Mayor Weaver will put the Hatchery in touch with Dave Doane.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked for clarification for the earlier discussion related to the library noting that no decisions had been made.  Mayor Weaver suggested the $10,000 cut to the tax support and that it should come from the book budget and not from labor or cutting back library hours.  Given a limit to any desired tax levy increase, funds may need to be distributed through departments to take care of the many needs.  No motion was made. 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to allow for a 6% departmental budget increase.  Motion passed.  Voing in favor: Sawyer, Peterson, Weaver.  Voting against: Pederson, Eversman.

COUNCIL COMMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the dance and loudspeaker permits for the Liquor Store for Corn-on-the-Cob Days.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver suggested a public hearing soon for a 10% water increase this year with another increase in 2006.

Councilmember Pederson suggested reviewing the contract for the EDA person and the building inspector with the possibility of bringing them on as city staff.  He had no problem with the individuals themselves and felt it was more an issue of loyalty to the city as well as offering increased timeliness of inspections.  Mayor Weaver noted that he and the City Adminsitrator had been considering the same review of the EDA coordinator position.  

Mayor Weaver noted that the purchase of the compost site should close at the end of the month.  

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 22, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent 

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Ron Bartz, Bill Bartz, Jim Bartz, Darold Heddlesten, Duane Schulz, Ron Partridge, Don Schwanbeck, John Coons, Ferman Lanning, Eric Sawyer, Dean Harrington, Curt Struwe, Jason Christianson, Steve Gronseth, Alice Henderson, Harold Schroeder, Randy Doughty, Eric Sawyer, Brian Killen  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 8, 2005 and August 15, 2005

Building Permits- None

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 Transient business license 

Bills- $111,221.20

Department Head Reports- Fire, Police 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

All Terrain Vehicle Ordinance

Mayor Weaver noted that this is the first reading of the ordinance.  Councilmember Pederson asked if the Council is able to make the ordinance more restrictive even though it’s generated from state ordinances. He is concerned about 12 year olds driving ATV’s.  Police Chief Randy Doughty indicated that to drive in town there are several requirements, one of which is they must be 16 years old and a licensed driver.  There was no further public comment.

Street Address Numbering Ordinance

Councilmember Sawyer wanted to assure that the number is affixed to the front of the house.  Councilmember Pederson inquired as to when the number can be affixed to a post and if the ordinance was worded to allow that as an alternative.  It was clarified that the use of a post is only allowed if the structure is obscured by woods or is way down a long driveway and in other cases where it is not visible.  There was no further public comment.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the revised wording of the ordinance at this first reading of the proposed ordinance #05-03 for property address numbering.  Motion passed unanimously.

Presentation by SE MN Narcotics Task Force

Curt Struwe and Jason Christianson from the SE MN Narcotics Task Force spoke about controlled substances and incidences in Plainview explaining that the Plainview Police department is already using its resources fully and may not have time for investigation and surveillance and that it’s important for the local police departments to be more integrated into the task force.  Requirements are an annual $5,000 plus the services of one full-time police officer.  This police officer would be available for city work when not working with the task force- but could potentially be gone full time and used outside the area.  The task force provides training for the individual (40 hour DEA school) along with paying all overtime, uniform, all vehicle, and other expenses.  In addition, upon requests to the advisory board, monies from seizures may be available.  Chief Randy Doughty indicated that he would fill the vacant position with part time help.  This is funded by Federal grants which have been around since 1988.    The Police Chief would sit on the advisory board. A new payscale line for investigator would not need to be created since a full time officer would be used and added that the position often rotates within departments allowing for all officers to benefit from the training and experience.  Council will consider the request along with other budget considerations.

EDA Levy

Ferman Lanning, President of the EDA, expressed his full support of the levy since available funds would allow for assisting economic development in town. Councilmember Pederson clarified that assistance is for existing Plainview businesses as well as for new businesses.  Various citizens expressed their support of the levy.  Duane Schulz questioned the increased taxes in light of recent city fees imposed and why were there so many public handouts when people used to take their own initiative to be a success.  City EDA Coordinator Steve Gronseth added that more commercial businesses in town offer the opportunity to reduce everyone’s taxes since commercial rates are higher.  Dean Harrington inquired as to how the funds would be expended and accountability of the EDA adding that it’s good to know that the EDA is not replacing private initiative adding that there’s a long history of business initiative as well as assistance in Plainview.  Councilmember Pederson added that the addition of two new restaurants in town are a good example of private initiatives which have created between them over 12 full time equivalent jobs.  Ferman Lanning explained that the EDA is an arm of the City and additional funding would allow them to co-partner with business growth.  He further explained that nothing would be given away and that they want to make Plainview more competitive with other communities who are also approached often by the same businesses looking for who’s got the best offer. Mayor Weaver noted that a chicken hatchery is interested in Plainview property.  It was further explained that it might be a good idea for the EDA to purchase land for development or to buy some land options so that when an interested party comes to town the land prices aren’t inflated.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to authorize the EDA to have its own separate tax levy no greater than .01813. Motion passed unanimously.    

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Water Billing Policy for Renters/Property Owners

Mayor Weaver noted that the City Council had implemented the ordinance in 1986 that held the property owners responsible for the renters’ utility bills.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that state statute allows cities the authority to certify utility bills to the property, thus holding the property owners ultimately responsible.  She acknowledged that the procedure for owner notification hadn’t been followed to the letter of the ordinance as phone calls to the owners had been successful in the past.  John Coons suggested the city require deposits for renters.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested that the City move to monthly billings, especially in light of near-certain water and sewer rate increases.   Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that this was already being considered with the installation of the radio read meters and for the benefit of the customers in budgeting for payment of bills.  Staff will compile costs for moving to a monthly billing format.

NEW BUSINESS

TIF Decertification in Fisk Subdivision

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to decertify to the County two lots, Lot 3, Block 2 and Lot 5, Block 2, in the Fisk subdivision.  Motion passed unanimously.

Information on Procedure for Addressing Unsafe Buildings

City Attorney Tom Canan explained that by state statute there are steps and procedures that would allow a city to inspect the property, after which the city can order the current owner to either fix the property or tear it down.  If the owner won’t comply, the city can go to court for a court order to enforce their request.  Councilmember Pederson asked if there were definitions for phrases like “fire hazard” so as to avoid disagreements to which Attorney Canan replied that the city would have to use its experts like CMS building inspectors and the fire chief.  It was recommended that the city attempt to start with CMS inspection of the property and all structures on the property.  Once the City Attorney gets the information from CMS he can draft the order.   

Resignations from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to accept the resignations of Janette Pedersen and Dave Pedersen from the Ambulance Department effective August 9, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Trevor Armbruster, Karl Wurst, and Mike Hutchinson pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman noted that a property at 6th St SW was unsightly and had cars all over it.  Chief Doughty will check it out. Councilmember Eversman said that Corn-on-the-Cob Days was a great success.

Councilmember Sawyer asked if September 12th was the last chance for the budget.  It was noted that September 12th is the last chance to set the preliminary levy.  

Councilmember Pederson inquired as to the status of the skateboard group.  He asked also for a report or update on the comprehensive plan.  

Councilmember Peterson asked staff to look at properties near his residence with weeds and added that hydrants and utility areas needed to be cleaned up.  He added that the Corn-on-the-Cob Days went well and thanked the EMS, Fire, Police and Liquor departments.

Finance Director/City Clerk noted the handout before the meeting of noise monitor readings as requested at two meetings in 2004. She added that most noise came from traffic on 42 and Broadway, unless within two blocks of the dance.  

City Attorney Tom Canan was grateful for the League handbook.

Mayor Weaver noted that the closing date on the compost site has been extended because an abstract is needed.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from SEMDC regarding community support program donation.
Article from Plainview News about Fresh Wok acknowledging city staff assistance in obtaining license.

Article from Plainview News and letter from Migrant Council about Migrant Festival.

Weed letter to Jim Haley.

Weed letter to Kevin and Mary Hofschulte.

July cash receipts listing.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special Budget meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 29, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Don Hall, Michael Burgdorf, Randy Doughty, Rich Klees, Mike Lyons, Eric Sawyer, and Roger Traverse. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Proposed Operational Budget

Mayor Weaver summarized that the budget had been increased to 6% which left a shortfall and suggested increasing the levy to 7%.  Councilmember Pederson asked for explanations for various line items in the summary.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that the original budget proposal included a 10% increase in levy with a 5% increase in budget, which at that time left a small surplus.  Since that time the Council had approved a cost of living increase of 2.8% and given the increase in gas and fuel prices, an overall budget increase of 6% was given to the departments.  The levy was reduced to 6% as well.  The most recent proposal showed a $26,000 shortfall.  

Councilmember Peterson suggested that the ambulance director position on the payscale should be revisited.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained the process and suggested the payscale committee look at it, cautioning that if one position was reconsidered, then other positions might need to be reconsidered also.  Fire Chief Klees thought his job description should be reviewed as well if changes for ambulance director were made on certain points.  Police Chief Randy Doughty summarized that his department was looking for additional funding for increased police coverage for the sesquicentennial events, for participation in the Narcotics Task Force and for a secretary so that his daytime officers can be out on the street instead of in the office.  A secretary with typing skills would also be more efficient.  He added that he would like to possibly bid out the attorney contract.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the City was not required by state law to bid out professional services.  

Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer began by proposing that ambulance call rates be increased.  He also suggested that the increase in revenues be added to his expense budget to pay for the various operational expenses requested, to pay for an increase in pay for the volunteers, and to pay for some of the capital equipment/improvements requests for the ambulance department.  

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf reviewed his departments additional needs, particularly related to increased fuel and gas expenses, the sesquicentennial, and $20,000 for sidewalk reimbursements and tree trimming.  

Emergency Management Director Mike Lyons requested $400 for additional training expenses, especially in light of NIMS.

Councilmember Eversman questioned where the additional funds would come from to support the requests.

Fire Chief Rich Klees reviewed his budget and stated that his submitted figures were less than the 6% increase reflected in the summary sheet.  He noted that fees were set by Rural Fire and that they probably hadn’t increased for about 8 years.

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained administration’s additional request for $3,000 which would be utilized by all departments to begin implementation of Safety Committee suggestions to comply with OSHA standards, primarily training.  Fire Chief Rich Klees suggested using RCTC faculty for Hazardous Materials training since they would be reimbursed by the State.  The Training Institute might also be able to provide some training.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson brought forth a law summary indicating that the intent of a base rate for LGA was to benefit street repairs and suggested allocating it to the street department.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified that the amount was already in the $634,000 LGA amount used for proposed budget and had sought clarification from the League of Minnesota Cities as to how to properly account for the funds to which the League responded that the funds are not to be dedicated funds and the money would not have to be spent on streets.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to leave the base rate as part of LGA and to leave the $55,000 budgeted for fixing the streets.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Liquor Store Manager Don Hall and Police Chief Randy Doughty asked what the $25,000 given to the Sesquicentennial was to be used for.  It was explained that it was monies to help fund costs of putting on the various events and did not include additional costs for city personnel.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to increase the levy to 9%, cut the capital set-aside from $70,000 to $42,000, and cover the sesquicentennial expenses for police, public works and parks ($12,053) which would leave about $7,000 surplus.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson, Weaver, Sawyer.  Voting against: Eversman.

Councilmember Sawyer commented that he might suggest a 10% or 11% levy increase later.

COUNCIL COMMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the two dance permits for the American Legion.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Linda Glover for the Ambulance Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to have the initial meetings for budgets in 2006 on July 10 and July 24 with budgets to be prepared by department heads before the July 10th meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver discussed where the County was with the process for the Law Enforcement Center and suggested that the City pay the $57,000 for the needs study with the understanding that the $57,000 would be reimbursed if Plainview did not get the law enforcement center within the city or adjacent to the city. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to offer to pay the $57,000 for the law enforcement center needs study with the agreement that the $57,000 would be reimbursed if Plainview did not get the law enforcement center within the city or adjacent to the city by September 1, 2007, funds to be paid from and repaid to the Nursing Home Funds.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver will tender the offer on September 6, 2005.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the City may not be able to locate the compost site at the proposed location because it is too close to a city well and asked if the Council wanted to keep the site.  If not, the City may lose its earnest money of $500 and Jay Holst had indicated that he could sell it.  Mayor Weaver suggested we find out what the statutes say before doing anything with it.  Staff will check with Robynn Hoerr.  

Councilmember Sawyer inquired as to whether or not the City was still interested in moving the liquor to an off-sale site only.  He will check on a few sites.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 12, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Eric Sawyer, Dean Harrington, Michael L. Burgdorf, Alice Henderson, Fred Heaser, Ron Partridge, Darold Heddlesten, Ron Bartz, Bill Bartz, Linela Bateman, Brandon Tice 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  AND CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 22, 2005 and August 29, 2005

Building Permits- 18

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 loudspeaker permit and 1 temporary liquor license 

Bills- $139,243.62

Department Head Reports- Ambulance 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda and consent agenda moving Contracts from the consent agenda to I. Under New Business. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit for Home Occupation- Auto Detailing

Councilmember Sawyer asked if car engines would be cleaned on site to which the applicant Brandon Tice replied that no they would not but that the vehicle exterior would be.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that the Planning Commission had approved the Conditional Use request unanimously with conditions.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve conditional use permit #05-05 with the conditions that no more than three vehicles be on-site at any one time and that no engines be cleaned on-site, with the City Attorney preparing the findings of fact.  Motion passed unanimously.      

Proposed Overlay District to Control Development over the City’s Drinking Water Supply Management Area

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that the City had just adopted a Wellhead Protection plan and as part of the plan the city needed to approve the zoning overlay district (watershed protection areas) to include in the zoning ordinances.  City Administrator Steven Robertson will schedule another public hearing for the ordinance change, and noted that since the size of the site affected was over 5 acres it did not require individual mailings to affected residents.  However, in an effort to promote communication, he proposed mailing a hearing notice to affected property owners.  The next step will be to talk with the townships affected by the overlay district to encourage them to include the overlay district in their zoning ordinances also.  The effect of the ordinance is that it may restrict certain types of growth because of what is not allowed to be stored or located on-site.  There were no citizen comments and this is the first reading of the ordinance.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to suspend the rules for a second reading of an ordinance within 30 days and hold the second reading of the overlay district, the floodplain ordinance and the ATV Ordinance at the first meeting in October (October 10, 2005).  Motion passed unanimously.  

Proposal to Change Height Limit for Fences

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized that the Council had wanted to reconsider fence heights as the question had been raised earlier with a request from Plainview Milk Products and now there was the question of fence height for the potential new compost site.  The final Planning Commission recommendation at the meeting right before the council meeting was to increase fencing to 7 feet in all zoning districts except industrial and to increase fencing to 10 feet in an industrial zone.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that over the years he has heard a lot of requests for 8 feet fences and Councilmember Pederson added that people like to install fences at higher than 6 feet so that they can edge or mow around the bottom.  City Attorney commented that a consideration might be that having a six foot fence that can bee seen over may inhibit illegal activity and allow for parents or adults to be able to look over the fence and monitor youth.  Fred Heaser commented that a six foot high fence is still too short when you have different elevations.  Darold Heddlesten commented that even a six foot fence can block vision, especially on corners. Councilmembers Sawyer and Eversman commented that they would like to see the fence heights remain the same.  Discussion was continued to the first meeting in October.

Proposed Floodplain Ordinance to Establish Eligibility for Flood Insurance (FEMA)

City Attorney Tom Canan suggested deleting section 8 from the ordinance and noted that the penalty listed in section 10 had been increased to $1,000.  This was the first reading.

All Terrain Vehicle Ordinance

In reviewing the ATV ordinance, City Attorney Tom Canan noted that the speed limit on city streets had not been clarified and there were a few lines that should have been stricken from the copy enclosed.  Mayor Weaver and Councilmember Pederson were concerned about drivers under the age of 16.  Canan clarified that under the proposed ordinance, those under the age of 12 can’t drive the ATV at all and that those 12 to 16 can drive only if they get a DNR permit.  Councilmember Pederson suggested that if they drive within city limits that they be required to have a driver’s license also. Several commented that the snowmobile rules should be in line with the ATV rules. Chief Doughty commented that the reason he wanted the ATV ordinance was to allow those who, for whatever reason, did not have a license to get around town. A new draft will be presented at the first meeting in October.

Property Street Address Numbering Ordinance

This is the second reading of the ordinance.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve ordinance #05-03 revised street numbering ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Dean Harrington, Plainview Area History Center

Dean Harrington gave a power point presentation regarding the city’s architectural heritage noting that tourism is the biggest revenue producer in the world and that cultural tourism is the largest growing segment of tourism.  He specifically requested the city to consider: 1) create a heritage preservation commission, 3) save and restore existing structures, 3) document places of historical significance, and 4) salvage details from structures of historical significance.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson went on to discuss the compost site (where one of the historical structures in question is located).  It had earlier been questioned whether or not a compost site could legally be placed so close to the city well. City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that Paul Halvorson from the Department of Health said it would not be illegal and both Paul Halvorson and Robyn Hoerr, who had helped the City with the Wellhead Protection Plan, each strongly recommended that it not be put within 150 of the well.  Robertson explained that if the compost site were place on the side by the neighboring residence, that it would be about 150 away from the City well and would allow the city to leave the structure intact.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf suggested that the City look at acquiring a site so that all three, compost, brush and sand, could be moved there.  Fred Heaser noted that he had delivered papers to that house on 10th street when he was a boy and would like to see it preserved.  Mayor Weaver said that the salt (sand) may not be moved until Public Works moves to a new site, so the salt may no be at the brick house.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he spoke to the County again and that the County had to have approval from MNDOT before the City and the County could share a site for sand/salt.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf will check on the availability of the site at the corner of Co 4 and gather additional information (i.e. bike trail issues) to bring to the Council at their next meeting. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2005 Preliminary Levy and 2006 Budget Discussion

In the interest of time, this item was moved to the end of the meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS

2005 Greater Minnesota Salary Survey

Councilmember Pederson asked whether specific job descriptions were also available.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he did not believe so and suggested gathering information from specific cities and then comparing.  For information only and no action taken.

Hurricane Katrina Disaster Aid

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the call for aid was now unclear because the efforts are not yet coordinated.  Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer commented that some of his crew had signed up to go to New Orleans.  There was discussion regarding liability issues.  Sawyer will clarify coverage.  Mayor Weaver noted that if employees went down, it would be on their own time.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second that unless FEMA requests assistance and FEMA bears the cost and liability, then they would not support city employees going to New Orleans.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Certification to County of Weed Billing

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to certify a weed bill to the County, resolution #05-13.  Motion passed unanimously.

Fences in Easements

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the issue comes up about once a year and indicated that his understanding is that if there’s an easement, it should be unobstructed.  With respect to the latest request, it was the original developer’s engineer who had wanted the easement.  Robertson added that various cities or franchises (fiber optics) could use the rear easements.  It was suggested that the owner ask for vacation of the easement since, at present, there was nothing in the easement to which Robertson added that all utilities have the right to be in a utility easement.  Public Works Director added that he didn’t know of any lot in new subdivisions that didn’t have easements in both the front and rear.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested revocable permits.  No action taken.

2006 Low Interest Loan for Water Project

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf noted that the project would be a three-month project no matter when it was started, thereby construction was possible during either school, the sesquicentennial weekend, and corn-on-the-cob.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to instruct Public Works and the City Engineer to move as soon as possible on firming up prices and dates and approved the project to start in 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Resignations from the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Dan Ravenhorst from the Ambulance Department effective August 25, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Samantha Coonradt and Dan McKay pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Extended Leave of Absence Request

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the unpaid leave of absence request.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Contracts

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the criminal attorney retainer contract starting January 1, 2006 and ending December 31, 2007 with Steve Erwin.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson. Voting against: Sawyer, Eversman

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the civil attorney retainer contract for January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2007 with Tom Canan. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Sawyer requested a review of the employee evaluation of the City Administrator before approving the contract.  This will be included in the next council packet.  

Preliminary 2006 Levy

City Administrator Steven Robertson reviewed the four proposals and their impact on the tax rate.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to set the levy at $908,591.  Motion failed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Eversman, Sawyer, Weaver.

Councilmember Sawyer suggested a few budget cuts.  Councilmember Eversman expressed concerns of increasing the tax levy when water and sewer rates, as well as other expenses to the residents, are increasing.  

MOTION: Weaver moved, Sawyer second to set the 2005 preliminary levy, payable in 2006, at $950,000, resolution #05-14.  Motion passed. Voting in favor: Peterson, Weaver, Sawyer.  Voting against: Pederson, Eversman.

Library Maintenance of Effort

 MOTION: Weaver moved, Sawyer second to set the 2006 Maintenance of Effort for the library at $115,000.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Sawyer, Peterson, Eversman.  Voting against: Pederson.

Close of Meeting to Discuss Employee Performance 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to close the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting was closed at 9:45 p.m.

Opening of Meeting

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to open the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting opened at 10:20 p.m. 

City Attorney Tom Canan summarized that during the closed meeting the council had made a motion for an employee leave for extraordinary personal circumstances.  In addition, other employees will be solicited for donations of sick leave pay, and that council will revisit the issue of compensation in a few weeks.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Mayor Weaver expressed his appreciation for all of the hard work on the budget by the Council.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Minnesota State Demographer’s population estimate.

Thank you letter from the Sesquicentennial Committee

Sidewalk letter to Hoekstra.

Sidewalk letter to Jacobs.

Sidewalk letter to Schad and Zabel

Sidewalk letter to Kleiber

Weed letter to Three Rivers

Weed letter to Meyer

Weed letter to McNallan

Weed letter to Welti

Maintenance of Effort letter from the MN Department of Education

Plainview EDA Director’s 2006 Workplan

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Eversman moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 26, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Ron Partridge, Gladys Larson, Frieda Seefeldt, Shirley Olson, Lorraine Tibesar, Michael L Burgdorf, Linda Bateman, Linda Krusmark, Alice Henderson, Darlene Goergen, Bev Pille, Rich Klees, Dean Harrington, Jay Holst, Eric Sawyer, Randy Doughty

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 12, 2005

Building Permits- 15

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 dance permits, 2 temporary liquor licenses 

Bills- $93,276.01

Department Head Reports- Ambulance, Fire

Boards- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda with minutes approved as amended. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Gladys Larson described the poor parking facilities for use of the Community Center, spots which are very limited compared to when the seniors used to meet at City Hall and at the library.  Mayor Weaver asked if parking was available at the Hassler.  Dean Harrington spoke on behalf of the West Broadway Group requesting the organization of a downtown parking commission and suggesting that 50 to 100 spaces are needed. Various options were discussed using diagonal parking.  Mayor Weaver asked for a list of names and then the Council will appoint the commission. The Public Works Director will participate with this group.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Plainview Area Community and Youth Center

Councilmember Pederson noted that in 2004 a motion was made to support the Center for $5,000 for each of the years 2005 through 2007 and then the funding would be cut off after that. For information only.

Fire Department Donation and Proposed Expense for Fire Vehicle Light Tower

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the donation of $3,000 from the Plainview Fire Relief Association and the donation of $6,000 from the Relief Association Charitable Gambling Funds, both of which are to go into the Fire Equipment Replacement Fund.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the purchase of the light tower for the rescue unit with funds to come from the Fire Equipment Replacement Fund ($9,000).  Motion passed unanimously.

2006/2007 Rural Fire Contracts

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the 2007-2007 rural fire contracts adding the words “or not” as recommended by the City Attorney.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator 2006 Contract

Moved to the closed session at the end of the meeting.

Compost Pile Relocation

In light of discussions relating to a compost site by a well and the presence of an historic building, Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson requested confirmation that the Council wished to complete the purchase of the site. Dean Harrington suggested a recommendatory (sic) historic preservation committee and added that if the house cannot be saved, then could the History Center salvage parts of the house.  Jay Holst stated that he didn’t know if the house can be moved or if it’s salvageable.  Mayor Weaver indicated that the Council could appoint a commission.  Councilmember Pederson agreed in theory with the commission but that the council has a deadline and a decision needs to be made.  Mayor Weaver noted that the ordinance should have specific penalties if anyone dumps anything inappropriate at the site.  Council member Sawyer added that it is not a dump and it should be cleaned up once a week.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about the cost of a fence.  Mayor Weaver directed the Public Works Director to get fence costs.  Fire Chief Rich Klees suggested that gravel be laid.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said if the base is not bituminous or concrete, you’re constantly dragging out the gravel and mud.  Councilmember Sawyer asked for the costs for gravel, fence and concrete.  Fire Chief Rich Klees asked if anyone had approached the residence that is there.  Councilmember Peterson asked if the site is large enough for the compost since sometimes he sees several vehicles there and Councilmember Sawyer asked if the site is large enough considering the city is growing.  Mayor Weaver suggested a site outside of town by the sewer plant and then the dirt from the sewer plant expansion could be used to elevate the site.    The Public Works Director indicated that the City Engineer said it will be triple digit dollars to get the purchased site ready.  Fire Chief Rich Klees added that if the site is out by the sewer plant, the City might need to get a permit from the township.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if the site could be moved to the area by the proposed law enforcement center and added that the City can’t sell off the piece of land where the site currently is until the entire Public Works building moves.  Jay Holst suggested dumping snow someplace else too.  Fire Chief Rich Klees stated that if snow is dumped someplace else it still needs to be fenced in because of liability issues.  Councilmember Sawyer was concerned about investing over $100,000 in a site which might be sold only a few years later when the Public Works building could be moved.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson pointed out that if the Council purchases the site now, they could still sell it later; they didn’t have to use it as a compost site until they knew what they would do with it.  Jay Holst noted that the sellers of the site on 10th Street can sue for breach of contract.  He added that he’d had it on and off for sale over the years indicating the city could possibly sell it later.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to complete the purchase of the site on 10th  Street.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Eversman, Peterson, Weaver.  Voting against: Sawyer.

Cemetery Grave Bid and Contract

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the bid and contract of Schmitz Lawn Care for the cemetery digging as per the recommendation of the Public Works Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Resignations from Ambulance Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to accept the resignations of Brian Gilmore, Dwight Brown, and Jessalynn Faas from the Ambulance Department effective September 13, 2005, October 7, 2005 and October 7, 2005, respectively. Motion passed unanimously.

EDA Coordinator Work Plan

Finance Director /City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked the Council if they wanted to add or subtract anything from the list as the EDA Coordinator works for the City as well.  Councilmember Sawyer will bring a job description from the EDA and the issue will be discussed at the next meeting.

2006 Budget

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that at the last Council meeting the Council had approved a preliminary tax levy which would generate a surplus of over $100,000 and asked the council if it was their intention to use the surplus to increase any budgets from the list of requests. Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that much of the additional request list items were policy decisions that the Council should address. After some discussion, Council directed Department Heads to prioritize the list and then Council will make a decision.  When asked what dollar the Council would be willing to fund, the Council said approximately $75,000.  This amount will depend on valuation estimates from the County and overall impact to the tax levy.  Department Heads will meet at a lunch hour.  

Councilmember Sawyer stated that he had brought the Council’s decision of $115,000 maintenance of effort to the library board.  They have since cut $8,000 from their budget but this still leaves the library $8,000 short.  When asked about giving the library more money, Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified again that the $8,000 was a tax allocation needed to prevent the erosion of the Library Fund balances but that the library, through their cuts, would effectively not be receiving a 6% increase like the other departments.  Councilmember Sawyer added that Pat Therneau will be filling in for Karol Halva. 

The hearing date for proposed fee increases and water and sewer rate increases will be October 24, 2005.

Close of Meeting to Discuss Employee Performance 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to close the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting was closed at 8:35 p.m.

Opening of Meeting

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to open the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting opened at 9:22 p.m. 

During the closed session the City Council approved the administrative leave of 120 hours for Kevinn Kuhlmeier and agreed to his continued employment with conditions.  In addition, the Council approved the renewal of the City Administrator’s contract incorporating one full step effective as per the terms of the contract. 

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman asked staff to prepare a personnel policy manual change to reflect administrative leave.

Councilmember Sawyer noted that he had requested staff to look at possible ordinance violations of trash and cars on Kleiber property and ticketing for truck dollying down and parking.  He would like to see both taken care of adding that the city needs to enforce their ordinances.

Councilmember Pederson would like the Council to revisit the adult use ordinance.  He inquired as to the status of the possible condemnation of the house.  Councilmember Pederson added that he is interested in a Habitat for Humanity project for the community.  Lastly, he suggested that the project sheet list what is to happen next and by what date.

Councilmember Peterson brought up fences in easements.  Finance Director/City Clerk read the city’s land use ordinance which specifically defines a fence as a structure and she encouraged the council, if they so chose, to go through the process of changing the ordinance, but until then, the ordinance on the books would need to be enforced. The Council generally agreed to the change with the stipulation that the homeowner be responsible for any costs related to removal and replacement of fences if any utility work needed to be done.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to have the Planning Commission address an ordinance change regarding fences in easements.  Motion passed unanimously.

With respect to a complaint letter, Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for comments about recreational fires.  Council would like to see another City Corner article about recreational fires.

Mayor Weaver stated that he and a few others had visited the Gold’n Plump facility in Wisconsin and noted that Plainview was the only city to visit.  He added that Dave Doane said he would give Gold’n Plump the land.  The city would then bring water and sewer to the site.  Mayor Weaver added that he thought Gold’n Plump would make a decision next week.  Councilmember Sawyer and Weaver noted that the city would just be bringing water and sewer to the site so no motion was needed regarding promises made to Gold’n Plump.  Councilmember Peterson thought the City should proceed with negotiations with no commitments as to what the city would pay.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to proceed with negotiations.  Motion passed with Weaver abstaining.  

Councilmember Pederson inquired as to where JOBZ would come from since Wabasha might not be willing to transfer any JOBZ.  Mayor Weaver indicated that the City could swap with Rochester.  Councilmember Pederson added that working with potential businesses is all the more reason to have an industrial site ready.  Mayor Weaver indicated that the EDA should work on it and they are already putting together a land survey.  

Mayor Weaver undated the Council as to the Wabasha meetings last week regarding the Law Enforcement Center.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Offer letter to Gold’n Plump Poultry

Lead/Copper test results from MN Dept of Health

Weed letter to Sund.

Weed letter to Sylvester.

Weed letter to LeVan.

Weed letter to Browning.

Weed letter to Juers.

Weed letters to Meyer.

Sidewalk letter to Kleiber.

Certification letter to County for weed bills.

Sprint merger letter.

Letter from Rettman regarding recreational fires.

Update memo from City Administrator.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 10, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Melanie Upton, Ron Bartz, Bill Bartz, Darold Heddlesten, Eric Sawyer, Melissa Truax, Brenda Krusmark, Linda Bateman, Randy Doughty, Brian Kilen, Marty Devries 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 26, 2005

Building Permits- 10

Other Licenses/Permits- None 

Bills- $175,064.82

Department Head Reports- Library, Ambulance

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Donations- Kim’s for Ambulance

Findings of Fact: CUP #05-05 (Tice)

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Zoning Overlay District for Drinking Water Supply Management Area

City Administrator Steven Robertson reviewed the updated wording.  Darold Heddlesten asked if this ordinance would impact the location for the new compost site to which the City Administrator replied that staff from the Department of Health and Minnesota Rural Water said the city “shouldn’t” locate the compost site within 150 feet of the well, but it wasn’t a “must not”.  Melanie Upton asked for specifics about the site as it is located next to her home. Mayor Weaver said it’s not going to be operational until next year. City Attorney Tom Canan noted that the overlay district will not follow lot lines.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve Ordinance #05-05 establishing the zoning overlay district for the Drinking Water Supply Management Area.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Fence Heights

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that this issue is about fence heights, not fences in easements.  Fences in easements will be discussed at the next Planning Commission meeting.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Ordinance #05-07 changing fence heights in the Land Management Ordinance.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Pederson, Peterson.  Voting against: Sawyer, Eversman.

Floodplain Ordinance for FEMA Flood Insurance

The City Council has been reviewing this ordinance which would allow homeowners to get Federal flood insurance, if they so choose.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adopt Ordinance #05-06 adopting the floodplain ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

All Terrain Vehicle

Councilmember Eversman and Sawyer noted that they are not comfortable with ATV’s on city streets.  Councilmember Pederson noted that he had heard from constituents about there being a safety hazard with ATV’s on the streets but he didn’t feel there was a safety issue.  Chief Randy Doughty indicated that they intended on enforcing the ordinance.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Ordinance #05-04 establishing an all terrain vehicle ordinance.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Sawyer, Eversman.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Melanie Upton asked why the compost site was being moved to its new location.  Mayor Weaver responded that the Council needed to move it from a residential area to an industrial area.  She expressed her concerns over rats and mice at the site. She and the City Administrator left the room to discuss. 

Marty Devries asked the council who he should contact if the drainage situation in Orchard Hills was not corrected.  Mayor Weaver stated that he should contact the council or City Hall.  Marty Devries’s specific concerns are that the city building inspector has not done his job since the problems still exist and the building inspector is not following State Code.  City Attorney Tom Canan asked Marty Devries to write a letter specifically outlining the problems.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Snow Quotes

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the snow-blowing quote and contract from Plainview Agri-Power, and the truck hauling and snow plowing quote and contract from Bennett and Sons, as recommended by the Public Works Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

Historic Preservation Commission

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson introduced the idea of an ordinance officially creating the commission.  It was generally agreed by council that this would be an independent committee made up of volunteers and Dean Harrington will be contacted.  

EDA Coordinator Work Plan

Councilmember Eversman suggested that the work plan reflect efforts related to business retention and efforts to help businesses stay, especially in light of the imminent closing of High Plains Hardware.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that some items on the 2006 list are already completed.  Councilmember Pederson expressed his discomfort with having a coordinator working for an employer which contracts with 30 other cities and that the coordinator’s loyalties aren’t 100% for Plainview.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that the coordinator does have exposure to opportunities.  Mayor Weaver expressed concern over opportunities not shared with Plainview by the coordinator.  The Council generally agreed to suggest that business retention be added to the work plan.

EDA Tax Levy Clarification

Finance Director/City Clerk explained that a July 11, 2005 motion related to the levy indicated that the city would no longer contribute funds to subsidize the EDA coordinator’s salary.  However, the amount had been left in the budget and she asked for direction from the Council.  The council agreed that the motion from July 11, 2005 still stood.

Water Shutoffs

Councilmember Pederson asked about repeat offenders on the list.  Chief Randy Doughty suggested an administrative fine for having to deliver the notices, such as $25.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested that the $75 shut-off fee and the $75 turn-on fee, which is relatively new, might be the deterrent to repeat offenses.   

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the disconnection and certification to the county if necessary of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

2006 Fees

Councilmember Pederson noted that he’d like to see current rates listed next to proposed rates.  The Council generally agreed to not increase the new on-sale liquor license fee.  The council agreed to reschedule the public hearing for proposed fee increases for November 14, 2005 so that they can meet and discuss fees Wednesday, October 26, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

Employee Pay Scale

Councilmember Peterson expressed his concern for a position and its location on the payscale.  Councilmember Pederson noted that pay equity needs to be considered before making a change and suggested the payscale committee meet.  He also suggested that the job description be reviewed, updated if necessary, first, before considering the payscale.  Councilmember Eversman felt that education and experience should be considered also.  City Administrator Steven Robertson briefly summarized the committee process. Chief Randy Doughty, who was on the payscale committee, felt that if one position was reviewed, then they should all be reviewed.  Mayor Weaver directed staff to research ambulance director as well as other positions.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested contacting the League of Minnesota Cities.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the payscale committee will have a recommendation before the end of the year.

Adult Use Ordinance

Councilmember Pederson had recently had a chance to review another city’s adult use ordinance and felt Plainview’s ordinance could be tightened up.  City Attorney Tom Canan will look at the proposed draft of changes and bring his comments back to the November 14th meeting.

Request to Close 3rd Ave for Ye Old Fashioned Christmas

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the closure of the street for Lights for Life during Ye Old Fashioned Christmas.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson requested a fine for those who build without a building permit.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve a fine of $50 for those who do not obtain a proper and timely building permit.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson inquired as to protocol for offers made to potential businesses by any one member of the Council. He stated that it is inappropriate for the mayor or a council person to make a written offer to a business without getting the city council’s consent first. The Council agreed that before all offers are made to any business, they should first be approved by the City Council.

Councilmember Sawyer acknowledged the very successful Hometown Heroes program by the library.

Councilmember Sawyer suggested that, in light of imminent increases in water and sewer rates, that the council consider finishing the radio read meter program.

Councilmember Pederson inquired as to the comprehensive plan.

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to add one column to the review which defines by date when the next step should be complete and a second additional column which defines by date the final ending date of the project.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Pederson inquired as to the status of the unsafe house.  City Attorney Tom Canan has been waiting for information so he can go ahead and write the order.  Chief Doughty will follow up with this. 

Councilmember Pederson suggested again that the city make ready an industrial site for potential businesses.

Councilmember Pederson noted that there was a complaint regarding the sealing over unfilled cracks in the liquor store parking lot and that they looked terrible.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that Public Works had arranged for the job and staff will follow up. 

Councilmember Pederson suggested that the high rise board report to the city council periodically regarding the upkeep and maintenance of the structure.  His concern was that after 40 years, in 2022, when the building possibly reverts back to the city, the city would want to make sure that it’s being properly maintained. Staff will follow up with Dan Standinger, Bill Schad or Dick Sholz.  

Lastly, Councilmember Pederson inquired as to any city retirees presently covered under city insurance.  At present there are none and the suggestion is to make sure retirees are aware of the stipulations and options of Medicare D.

Mayor Weaver inquired as to the status of the State’s responsibility for weeds in the right-of-way.  Staff will follow up.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

League of Minnesota Cities letter of court decision on joint powers liability.

Alliant Public Hearing notice.

City Snow and Ice Control brochure.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 24, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Ron Partridge, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- October 10, 2005

Building Permits- 4

Other Licenses/Permits- Revised gambling date for EMS Inc. to December 3, 2005

Bills- $186,273.33

Department Head Reports- Fire 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Councilmember Sawyer asked if staff is telling citizens they can’t start building without a permit.  City Administrator Steven Robertson responded yes, almost every single time, plus it is written in the permit application.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda with correction to the minutes. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Capital and Operational Projects

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that as per the last City council recommendation, the department heads had discussed possible suggested additions to the 2006 budget using the proposed tax levy surplus and they also discussed the capital improvement projects for 2006.  The summarized lists were items generally agreed upon by all of the directors.  The list was not specifically prioritized and the directors felt the City Council should make the final decisions as to what is added to the budget.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that the Council had the staff input they were looking for, and that it was time for the Council to make the final decisions.  Mayor Weaver proposed eliminating the capital project setaside which would allow for the other items to proceed.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that most of the directors felt this was an important item to keep on the list.  To assist the Council in their decision, she introduced a sheet that summarized what the surplus would be at various tax levy amounts.  

MOTION: Councilmember Sawyer moved, Pederson second to separate the street repair monies from the UBF fund and to separately allocate the unexpended street repair line item for future years also.  Motion passed unanimously.  

There was additional discussion regarding the budget and the levy.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to accept scenario #4 with a tax levy of $935,000.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Sawyer, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Eversman.    

Councilmember Eversman expressed her concern about the upgrade to ALS explaining that it is very costly to maintain the ALS certification with regulations, training, supplies and equipment, review, etc.  In addition, once the volunteer becomes certified for ALS, they’ll demand a higher volunteer on-call wage and run wage and they often look for employment opportunities elsewhere.  Staff will follow up with ALS analysis.  

Truck Parking Ordinance

Councilmember Sawyer suggested changes be made to the truck parking ordinance to prohibit truck parking on streets during the day since the ordinance did not specifically state that.  The suggested changes would assist the police department in enforcing the ordinance and writing tickets.  The suggested change was to take out “overnight parking” so that can’t park anytime on other than designated truck routes, except when actively loading or unloading.  Staff will draft wording and publish the hearing date.

Water Meter Changeout

Mayor Weaver questioned the $85,000 cost to change out. Staff will get the information on the detail and find out if a complete changeout by Public Works staff is technically feasible in two months’ time.  It was generally felt that the changeout didn’t have to necessarily occur before a switch to monthly billing.

NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Jesse Quist pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Liquor Store Roof Repair

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the roof repair using Meisner Roofing if it is lower than the second bid.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Fees

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the public works, pool and park fees for 2006 as recommended by the Public Works Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance rates were discussed.  The Ambulance Director will need to give information per run and comparative rates from surrounding communities.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained the method behind the ideally-proposed increases for water and sewer rates which had incorporated 20-year projections implementing all of the Capital Plan projects.  Initially, the 2nd Avenue project will start in 2006 with a new water tower to follow.  Councilmember Pederson suggested that the proposed large increases might be a result of no increase in rates for 18 years before the increases in 2002 and 2004.  He noted that if rates had increased in line with the cost of living that the rates would be higher today.  He added that the Council should also institute enough of an increase so as to save for projects when this 20 years is up and more major work needs to be done on water and sewer and so as to save and to not leave the city and council short when they face large projects in 20 years or so. City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the projects were needed for the future growth and stability of the city.  Staff will get more specific revenues and costs for the next Council meeting. In addition, staff is to get cost analysis of compost site and fees and stormwater pond funds.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that there have been increasing requests for assistance with stormwater problems. Councilmember Sawyer noted that the City Council set a precedence when they agreed to assist with the Orchard Hills creek project which is not on City property.  Staff will determine the costs to WAC and SAC also.  City Administrator Steven Robertson suggested billing for zoning fees at $100 instead of charging $50 plus any additional costs of public hearing notices, etc.  He added that he’d received a lot of friction from builders and about the water and sewer deposit fees and he was suggesting the fee drop to $250.  The Council generally agreed to leave the deposits at $500 each.   

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman had received citizen comments about the new ATV ordinance noting that ATV’s can run more hours than snowmobilers and that snowmobilers are restricted to certain routes whereas the ATV’s can go on any city street.  Councilmember Sawyer added that the Council should reconsider if it receives a lot of complaints.  His own concern was seeing two ATV’s not stop at the stop signs.  

Councilmember Eversman noted that the compost site is looking bad again, suggesting it be cleaned up more often. Councilmember Sawyer noted that Public Works staff were removing items, but a lot was coming in with fall raking. 

Councilmember Sawyer suggested that, with respect to the 2nd Av project, there were items on the list that didn’t need to be done such as the curb boxes or pedestrian ramps and he thought the numbers should be reviewed.  

Councilmember Pederson asked where RV’s can dump in town.  He had been receiving complaints that the location on 3rd Street is not accessible.  It was explained that the 3rd Street site does not belong to the city and is no longer in operation.  RV’s can dump at the High Plains and at the sanitary sewer plant where it is free to all Plainview residents. This will be noted in a future city corner article.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested that if the Council were to revisit the ATV ordinance that they include language requiring passengers age 16 and under to wear helmets.  Also, she noted that the response to the house numbering ordinance had been very positive in that many places responded to the request for address numbers and she would like to place a small ad after this next round of letters on behalf of all of the public safety departments thanking all of those who complied.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that people do read the Plainview News because by the next day, the City of Kellogg had called about the ATV ordinance.  He went on to note that the ordinance pertaining to junk in open spaces referred to residential property only.  The thinking at the time of the ordinance was to not include commercial or industrial so that Lakeside would not have to comply.  The City Administrator suggested that the ordinance be revisited to include commercial so the city can address problem properties.  The city attorney will be asked for a revision.  

 City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the fire chief may present a proposal to increase rural fire fees after the October 31, 2005 rural fire meeting.  

 City Administrator Steven Robertson asked if the city wanted the free dirt (10,000 cubic yards) from the sanitary sewer plant expansion in case they wanted to cover the old municipal dump.  The dirt would be free but it would cost about $30,000 to haul it.  The Council agreed that the city did not need the dirt for the dump since they were not required to do anything out at the old municipal dump site.

 City Administrator Steven Robertson asked for Council direction regarding the problem from two developers of dirt and muck runoff going into the public streets.  He indicated that the City engineer suggested the city write a letter to the developer stating that the developer was in violation of the NPDES permit from the MPCA.  The question was at what specific point should the City Administrator contact the MPCA.  It was generally agreed that if the problem is not resolved within two weeks, then to let the MPCA know.

Mayor Weaver was concerned about children riding ATV’s especially when turning around on public streets and indicated he had spoken with the Chief and Assistant Chief about the issue.  

Mayor Weaver noted that Joe Kaupa will be on the County’s Citizen jail committee.  The Mayor would also be attending the meeting next Tuesday.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction costs for the 2nd Av project.

Sewer plant cost opinions and notes(partial).

Copy of bill from McGhie and Betts for Orchard Hills creek project.

Prevailing wage pamphlet.

Letter to County for certification of a water bill.

EMSRB letter determining that no violation had occurred as per the complaint.

WHKS contract for the 2nd Av project.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order November 14, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Linda Bateman, Norma Bateman, Dennis Bateman, Rich Klees, Madelyn Sisson, Al Sisson, Eric Sawyer, Randy Doughty, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  AND CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- October 24, 2005

Building Permits- 14

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 dance permit 

Bills- $118,850.57

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Donations: Plainview Fire Relief

Resolutions- #05-16 To Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda and consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

It was noted that since the last Council meeting, another individual had been appointed to serve on the Jail Advisory Committee.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Heavy Vehicle Parking Ordinance

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that the wording had been amended so that there would be no parking allowed on any non-truck routes unless actively loading and unloading.  City Attorney Tom Canan was satisfied with the wording.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if the wording included RV’s to which the City Attorney responded that it would include RV’s as long as the RV surpassed the weight limit.  Staff will check with the Department of Motor Vehicles on weights. Dennis Bateman asked if he could still park on truck routes. This was the public hearing and the first reading.  The second reading will be on November 28, 2005.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Fire Department Fee Schedule

Fire Chief Rich Klees explained that he had met with the Rural Fire Advisory Board on October 31st and the board recommended the fee increases.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the proposed fire fees for 2006 as recommended by the Fire Chief and the Rural Fire Advisory Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

WHKS Engineering Contract

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that this contract was related specifically to the 1st/2nd Av project and was in addition to the retainer contract already in existence with WHKS.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the WHKS contract.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Meter Changeout Discussion

At the request of Council from their last meeting, information was provided regarding the possibility of an expedited changeover to all radio reads.  Mayor Weaver explained that $60,000 would be for the meters and heads and that $25,000 would be used for a remote laptop to tie into the system to update information other than the meter reads.  He went on to explain that he felt the $25,000 laptop would not be required.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested that if water and sewer rates are going to increase, then the City should move to monthly billings to help out the residents.  Councilmember Pederson suggested the City stay with the regular schedule for acquiring $30,000 meters in 2006 and $30,000 in 2007.  The Council generally agreed not to expedite the changeout schedule.

Proposed Contract for LeVan and Property near Eastwood Park

Councilmember Pederson noted that the value to the rent contract would be that the City could continue to plow snow.  It was generally agreed to not enter into a rent contract with Mr LeVan and to not plow snow onto the property.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to not mow the LeVan property.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Works will be instructed to cease plowing snow onto the LeVan property, and the Council rejected the $12 rent offer.

Ambulance Training Institute Contract

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the Clinical Observation contract with St Elizabeth’s Hospital.  Motion passed unanimously.  

MNDOT Snowplowing Contract

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Resolution #05-15 and the contract to windrow for the State of Minnesota.  Motion passed unanimously.

Wabasha County Snow Plow Agreement

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the Wabasha County snowplowing contract.  Motion passed unanimously. 

2006 Budget and Fees

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that she understood the Council generally agreed at the last City Council meeting with suggested 2006 budget increases and 2006 capital improvements but that the action needed to be formalized by a motion.  Councilmember Eversman directed specific ALS questions to the Ambulance Director who clarified that there won’t be any additional training costs other than what is being expended currently and explained that if Plainview had a part-time ALS, then there might be local paramedics who would then consider serving as a part-time volunteers for the service.  There was some discussion as to the capital improvements.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the proposed 2006 capital improvements in the amount of $90,750 from the Unexpended Budget Fund.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the additional 2006 Budget expenditures in the amount of $85,482.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson to approve the additional $20,000 park capital improvement expenditure for Orchard Hills Park from the Park Fund balance. Motion passed unanimously.

Deposits- Councilmember Sawyer suggested that the deposits for water and sewer be replaced by a fine for straightlining.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that the deposit was not returned until the occupancy certificate was issued.  Fred Heaser indicated that it was a hardship for independent builders to pay the $1,000 deposits up front and suggested the use of penalties instead.  Councilmember Pederson suggested fines and the withholding of permits as a penalty.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to keep the deposit at $1,000 ($500 water and $500 sewer).  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson and Eversman.  Voting against: Sawyer.  

Water and Sewer Access Fees- Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that in light of water and sewer rate increases, the Council might consider increases in the access fees.  She added that the city engineer and bond consultant both suggested the city increase the fees.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to increase the water and sewer access fees to $750 each.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Compost Fees-  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reviewed the recent council motion calling for an increase in the compost fee, the increment of which is to be repaid to the nursing home funds from which the funds were taken to pay for the compost lot on 10th St.  If the fee were doubled, the lot would be paid back in about four years, but she added that this would not pay back any improvements to the site, approximately $60,000, which had not yet been approved nor had Council yet indicated where the funds would come from to pay for improvements at the site.  

MOTION: Weaver moved to increase the compost fee from $3 per quarter to $9 per quarter.  Motion failed for lack of a second.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to increase the compost fee from $1 per month to $2 per month.  Motion passed unanimously.

Stormwater Fees- There was some discussion as to increasing the fee.  Councilmember Pederson noted that this is a case where the revenue can specifically be designated for a specific use, even though the original intent of the fee was strictly to maintain stormwater ponds.  The City Administrator stated that there is a need for this fund, indicating that the four pictures enclosed in the packet showed areas with stormwater issues.  The council had made a previous motion to pay for the Orchard Hills creek project out of the stormwater fees. No increase in fees was suggested at this time.

Ambulance rates- Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer explained that Medicare would be requiring one all-inclusive rate and mileage.  The rates would need to be increased to include all of the disposable supplies.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the suggested 2006 ambulance rates.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water and Sewer Rates- Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that to arrive at the revised proposed increases, all of the planning using the 5 year capital plan and the spreadsheet  extending the water and sewer projections out for 20 years were scrapped and the only information used was the 1st/2nd Ave project and the sanitary sewer expansion.  This allowed, at breakeven, for a lower increase than was proposed at the previous council meeting.  The proposed increase was 28.5% for water and 43.6% for sewer.  She added that the last increase was January 1  2004 and that since then the Council had approved about a 3% increase in budget for 2005 and a 6% increase in budget for 2006 which would alone have merited a rate increase. She added that the Council should discuss whether or not to implement the proposed increase over 1 year or to split the increase over two years.  The Council did not take up this discussion.  Mayor Weaver suggested inviting Plainview Milk Products and Lakeside Foods.  Councilmember Pederson noted that the 28.5% was the minimum increase before depleting funds.  Council made no formal motion but directed staff to use the proposed rate increases.  Staff will prepare draft resolutions with specific numbers and prepare examples.       

Individual Water Sales- A councilmember had previously asked about this rate and if it had been increased.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that Peter Meyer had brought to her attention that the first 1,000 gallons purchased by an independent party was cheaper for that party than it was for the residents, but that that was not the case once the amount increased to 2,000 gallons. Councilmember Pederson suggested that the amount be based on some set percentage over and above the residents’ rates, and then the amount would be automatically adjusted whenever the council took action on water rates.  City Attorney Tom Canan commented that at 5,000 gallons the amount would be $50 whereas the amount would only be about $20 under the suggested change.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to charge 110% of current water fees to independent purchasers of water.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Sanitary Sewer Plant Expansion-Environmental Awareness Worksheet

For information only.

Orchard Hills Creek Project

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that the Orchard Hills Creek project had not been completed this fall as had been agreed upon by Peter Meyer and the City.  The city engineer said that the project could be done in the winter but that there may be erosion problems and the seed may not grow and the project might not be as good.  Mayor Weaver suggested drawing up an agreement that the project will be done in the spring.  There was discussion as to penalties and withholding of permits.  City Attorney Tom Canan will get the facts and work up a contract.

Councilmember Sawyer pointed out that Peter Meyer had not brought water and sewer lines to the end of the street in one of his other subdivisions.  City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that that was part of his development agreement and construction plans with the city.  City Attorney Tom Canan said he thought then that the city could choose not to accept the infrastructure.  Fred Heaser asked a general question about development agreements as to when stormwater ponds are to be built suggesting that it is a better idea to require the ponds be built upfront instead of near the end of the two years to avoid runoff problems and the like.  Councilmember Pederson suggested the hiring of a city inspector.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the new city engineer had many ideas on how to improve on the development agreement and development process and he will share these ideas at the first meeting in December.  

Pay Scale Committee Recommendations

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized the payscale committee recommendations.  Councilmember Pederson commented that if the rates are raised for the one scale as recommended simply because it’s behind, then the city wouldn’t be using the pay equity formula and could be in violation; and he suggested that the job descriptions would need to be changed before there’s a change in pay.  Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern that the experience of the ambulance director was not taken into consideration in the placement on the payscale.

MOTON: Pederson moved, Eversman second to accept the recommendations of the payscale committee.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Peterson, Weaver, and Eversman.  Abstaining: Sawyer.  

Abstentions

City Administrator Steven Robertson commented that if any councilmember knows that they are abstaining from an issue, that they should then not participate in any of the discussion. They need to announce that they will abstain right as the issue is brought up and then they need to leave the table.  City Attorney Tom Canan concurred.

City Code Committee Report

Except two sections (400 and 600), the city code is ready for council and staff review.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the liaison system was intended to assist with communications between department heads and council.  He went on to say that City Hall staff shouldn’t have a liaison because they have constant communication with the Council.  He concluded by saying that he didn’t need or want a liaison for 2006.   

Councilmember Pederson suggested investigating getting an on-site inspector and an on-site EDA person.  Mayor Weaver noted that the City is close to having a person on staff but would not elaborate.  Finance Director/City Clerk noted that for 2006 there are no monies budgeted for EDA staff as that will fall exclusively to the EDA and PADCO.

Councilmember Pederson asked about competition for gas and electric utilities.   City Administrator Steven Robertson said that a monopoly was allowed for utilities and Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that the city had a franchise agreement with the gas utilities for about 20 years and about 7 years left with the electric company.

Councilmember Pederson asked that the adult use ordinance changes be considered.  

Councilmember Pederson asked the status of condemning the house at Broadway and 42.  Police Chief Randy Doughty noted that he had entered the house previously due to safety reasons and said the house seemed structurally sound, it had heat, electricity, and water, and that nothing was falling down.  City Attorney Tom Canan said it’s got to be a clear case to bring it to court and this doesn’t appear to be the case.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to all support the Bulldogs at the dome this weekend.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from Gold’n Plump

Letter to Mead and Hunt

US Cable letter

Weed letter to Liebenow

Weed letter to Padgett

Letter from Youth and Community Center and Rochester Area Family Y

Letter from Bill Ohm

Letter to MN Dot regarding nuisance ordinances on State property with attachment

Letter to Jay Kruger re a citizen’s concern (attachment)

Letter to Todd regarding wetland

3rd quarter financial information

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order November 28, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Rick Turri, Rich Klees, Paulette Klees, Darrell Aase, Steve Holmay, Tom Zabel, Bill Angerman, Fred Heaser, Michael L Burgdorf, Brenda Krusmark, Linda Bateman, Marian Burgdorf, Greg Guette, Cheryl Nymann, Char Samuelson, Mary Olson, Eric Sawyer

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- November 14, 2005

Building Permits- 8

Other Licenses/Permits- None 

Bills- $279,203.11

Department Head Reports- Fire, Ambulance

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit Request for a Home Occupation (Salon)

Councilmember Pederson commented that the Planning Commission recommended approval with no conditions.  In reviewing the questions, all questions were answered “yes”.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Conditional Use Permit #05-05 to Shannon Ramthun for a home occupancy (salon) in an RI district.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Fees

City Administrator Steven Robertson announced that this was a public hearing on city fees and that all fees other than water and sewer would be addressed first.  Mayor Neil Weaver opened the public hearing. No citizens spoke as to these fees. 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the proposed fees as listed effective January 1, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver stepped down and Councilmember Lee Peterson took over as Acting Mayor.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that the council had reviewed the needed water, sewer and sanitary sewer projects over the last few meetings and off and on over the last few years and that at the request of council, estimates for rate increases were prepared based on the engineer’s estimates of those projects.  The proposed increases for water and sewer were 28.5% and 43.6% respectively.  

Steve Holmay from Lakeside stated that Lakeside’s water bill was approximately $50,000 and that sewer was approximately $100,000 and that an increase may make them consider getting water from private wells; and then, with respect to the sanitary sewer plant and the upgrade, that Lakeside is responsible for only the Lakeside phosphorus and none to the expansion itself.  Rick Turri from the sewer plant indicated that approximately 32% of the expansion is allocated to Lakeside.  While there is not an exact cost yet, overall about 37% of the entire expansion project is related to phosphorus and that at this time no one has asked for an increase in capacity.  Steve Holmay responded that Lakeside will be looking at reducing water usage more so than sewer and that Hormel will be looking at them to control costs.  Councilmember Sawyer indicated that he had earlier spoken with Bill Arendt at Lakeside and that Bill told him they were already looking at winterizing the well.  Darrell Aase with Operations at Lakeside said they use the well in the summer and that with increases they’d look at using the well year-round; granted, Hormel is paying for the water but Lakeside will need to look at it as a business decision.  As for sewer, which could be another $100,000, they will look at irrigating a little earlier in the year and irrigating a little later into the year.  Cheryl Nymann asked how the City calculated WAC and SAC fees and asked if the city considered charging developers more.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the WAC and SAC are based on each hookup and that the Council said that they should not add the cost to the developer and to pass on directly to the homeowners the cost of new development.  She also asked the Council to consider monthly billing if the fees increased so much.  Councilmember Sawyer indicated that the sewer plant upgrade is not the City and that the City was told they need to do the sewer upgrade.  Fred Heaser asked about the worksheet that showed a 37% increase when water was 28.5% and sewer was 43.6%.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that, yes, those increases were correct, but when the increased water bill is added to the increased sewer bill, that the overall increase to the entire utility bill was 37%.  She added that the representative from St Isidore’s had asked earlier if the costs would decrease once the project was done, however, for both water and sewer, the new note payments would run fifteen or twenty years.  

Acting Mayor Lee Peterson indicated that the Council would not make a decision today on the rates.  Councilmember Pederson added that he agreed that the decision should not be made tonight so that the Council could consider the citizen comments.  He added that if the city chose to go to monthly billings, even though after all the radio reads were in that the costs to read the meters would be cheaper, that the costs would increase about $25,000 because the city would be reading the meters and billing twelve times a year instead of four times a year.  He understands the logic to go to a monthly billing, but it would also increase the costs to move to monthly billings.        

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that two resolutions on rates were prepared for council consideration and that if there were any technical questions the Fire Chief, the Public Works Director, the City Engineer and the Sanitary Sewer Plant Director were there to answer them.  Councilmember Pederson noted that Lakeside uses more than 50% of the city’s water and the city would not want to lose Lakeside but it might mean the City wouldn’t need to add a water tower.  He went on to note the annual increase in water usage from 2002 on and asked Lakeside if the usage would keep growing.  Darrell Aase said that Lakeside is maxed out right now, that they’re running a double shift seven days a week and added that he understood that only the phosphorus needed to be done.  Steve Holmay said they are running two shifts seven days a week because of Hormel but that Hormel was building a duplicate line in Rochelle and they won’t get any larger usage unless Hormel expands, and that flow may decrease because of Rochelle.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that businesses and residents need to make the decisions that are best for them and that the Council needs to make the decisions that are best for the City. Acting Mayor Lee Peterson closed the public hearing.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to table the water and sewer rate discussion to the next regular council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Mayor Weaver reentered the meeting.  

Fences in Easements

Councilmember Peterson thanked the Planning Commission for reviewing this issue at Council’s request.  Councilmember Sawyer said he’d like to see fences in easements where there are no utilities.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to recommend to allow fences in easements, provided that they have no permanent foundation.  In addition, all fences in easements shall be constructed at the property owner’s risk, and that if any public utility (including the city) needs to access the easement, than the fence shall be removed at the owner’s cost.  If possible, the property owner should be given some advance notice in order to be allowed to remove the fence him/her self.  In addition, the property owner will hold all public utilities, including the City, harmless from any damages and that the cost to rebuild the fence or return the property to the previous condition shall be borne solely by the property owner.  See below.

AMENDED MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to amend the motion to have fences to be raised off the ground 4” to 6” and not abut the ground to allow for the flow of water.

Fred Heaser asked about the height and indicated that he believed it really depended on the flow or runoff and suggested that the wording be something to the effect of “so that water flow is not impeded”.  Councilmember Eversman noted that she felt the Bloomington information was well written and asked if diagrams are included with fence permit requests. City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the City Attorney was concerned that if fences in easements are allowed that subsequent homeowners would sue the city and the City Attorney also recommended not to allow fences in drainage easements at all.  He indicated that the City Attorney had also asked who checks on all the easements particularly with respect to Sprint, U.S. Cable, etc.  Mayor Weaver said he believed if the easement had nothing in it, then fences should be allowed. Eric Sawyer asked why unused easements aren’t just vacated and City Administrator Steven Robertson stated he felt that the Council would spend a lot of time vacating individual easements.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to amend the amended motion to change the wording from “to have fences to be raised off the ground 4” to 6” and not abut the ground to allow for the flow of water” to “to have the fence to be raised off the ground so it shall not impede the flow of stormwater”.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Sawyer, Eversman.  

MOTION(as amended): Pederson moved, Peterson second to allow fences in easements, provided that they have no permanent foundation and to have the fence to be raised off the ground so it shall not impede the flow of stormwater.  In addition, all fences in easements shall be constructed at the property owner’s risk, and that if any public utility (including the city) needs to access the easement, than the fence shall be removed at the owner’s cost.  If possible, the property owner should be given some advance notice in order to be allowed to remove the fence him/her self.  In addition, the property owner will hold all public utilities, including the City, harmless from any damages and that the cost to rebuild the fence or return the property to the previous condition shall be borne solely by the property owner.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Sawyer, Eversman.  

Councilmember Pederson clarified that this proposal would allow fences in active and inactive easements and that this information should be included in the permit.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified that this is a proposed ordinance change and that the wording will need to be drafted and public hearings will need to be scheduled.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Revisions to Heavy Vehicle Parking Ordinance- Second Reading

The change effectively states that trucks cannot park anywhere during the day other than on truck routes.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Ordinance #05-10 revising the parking ordinance.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer.  Voting against: Eversman.  

NEW BUSINESS

Library Board Member Appointment

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the appointment of Missy McRay to the Library board for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Library Board Member Reappointment

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the reappointment of Mary Schneider to the Library board for a three-year term to expire December 31, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Cheryl Eversman from the Ambulance Department effective January 31, 2006. Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the letter as resignation of Samantha Coonradt from the Ambulance Department effective immediately. Motion passed unanimously.

Leave of Absence from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the leave of absence for Stephanie Albrecht effective 12/1/2005 to 3/1/2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer recommended changing the ATV ordinance so as to specifically list the county roads.  County roads cannot be used for ATV travel and so noting this would be of benefit to the ATV riders and for enforcement purposes for the police department.  This will be addressed at the next Council meeting. 

Councilmember Sawyer asked how many inches of snow does it take before snowbirds are tagged.  Public Works Director Burgdorf noted that it’s two inches or drifting.  City Administrator Steven Robertson thought that Public Works notified the Police Department when the snow was two inches or drifting, however, Public Works Director Burgdorf clarified that Public Works does not notify the Police Department.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that he had driven around town and that there had been at least 90 cars that the city crew had to plow around.  Councilmember Peterson, as liaison, will speak to the Police Department about this issue. 

Councilmember Pederson would like to see the revised adult use ordinance on the next agenda.  City Administrator Steven Robertson suggested that the changes be incorporated when the entire code is reviewed in January.  Councilmember Pederson clarified that that would be okay and he understood that the issue would not then be on the next agenda.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the city had been approached about a cell tower conditional use permit and that the company might be interested in purchasing half of the new compost lot. They were also considering purchasing other property.  General direction from the Council was to consider the idea but to not to commit to it in any way.

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the city had been approached by the Rochester Area YMCA to be a conduit for a tax-exempt note.  He explained that the way the State statute is written, this is how not-for-profits can issue tax-exempt notes which carry a lower interest rate, and that the statutes had changed so that not-for-profits can engage any city in the state.  The city of Rochester could not issue this debt because cities are limited to issuing a maximum of $10 million per year and Rochester’s commitment for 2006 was already too large.  It will be an opportunity for the city to earn some money with no risk.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to move forward and investigate the proposal with no obligation.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Councilmember Sawyer noted that the Library has been increasingly been having problems with DVD’s not being returned, costing the city approximately $900 in 2005 alone.  DVD’s are not being returned primarily by people moving out of the area.  Mayor Weaver suggested the Library consider deposits.        

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

City Corner articles from 11/24/05, 11/10/05, 11/03/05, 7/28/05, 3/3/05, 7/15/04, 7/8/04, 2/6/03, 8/28/03, 2/27/03.

Letter to the Sewer board 7/13/04.

Sewer Board minutes, 6/16/04.

Letter from Rick Turri, 7/7/04.

Letter from MN Health Department, 9/26/86.

RECESS

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to recess the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting recessed at 8:30 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Recessed meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order December 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Lisa Hoekstra, Mary Olson, Irma Curran, Bill Weidendorf, Rita Weidendorf, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized the packet of information stating that the table indicates how taxes have changed and what the tax would be if there was no change in assessed property values, adding that the Council cannot address assessed values at this public hearing and that the issue of assessed value is addressed at the Board of Equalization held every spring.  Mayor Weaver opened the public hearing.  Irma Curran asked about a garden lot valued at $6,000.  Rita Weidendorf also inquired as to her assessed value.  Mayor Weaver suggested there may be changes to the final budget and final levy.  There being no further comment, Mayor Weaver closed the public hearing.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the Police Chief had requested a new hire.

MOTION: Sawyer moved to table the hiring until December 12, 2005 to allow for further review.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of William Tice at $12.75 per hour as a part-time police officer.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson, Eversman.  Voting against: Sawyer.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the matching DNR grant of $1,000 for the Fire Department (for a foam nozzle and a portable water tank).  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting closed at 7:25 for an employee discipline issue.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to open the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting opened at 7:35 p.m.

The closed meeting considered the issue of a complaint which may have indicated a violation of the personnel manual.  It was determined that there was no violation.

Councilmember Sawyer said a citizen had approached him regarding the city pick up of leaves from the gutters.    Public Works will be asked about this issue.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order December 12, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Mark Hoppe, Jesse Preston, Jane Hoal, Dick Wesser, Greg Browning, Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Linda Bateman, Ron Partridge, Bill Arendt, Eric Sawyer, Brian Kilen, Jerry Kosel

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda tabling sewer rates until another meeting and adding under new business, G. Liquor Store New Hire.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- November 28, 2005

Building Permits- 3

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 liquor license and 2 temporary liquor licenses 

Bills- $126,997.92

Department Head Reports- Library, Ambulance

Boards- Ambulance

Resolutions- None

Resignations: Wayne Pretzer from the Liquor Store

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Rezoning Request from C-2 to C-1

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized the Planning Commission’s findings and indicated that the Commission recommended denial of the request and proposed that the applicant consider a change to Transitional.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about additional run-off of water with the additional blacktop that would be built.  Dick Wessell, representing the applicant, indicated that no matter what is done on the site, there will likely be more run-off.  Jerry Kosel, a neighboring property owner, was concerned with run-off and the height of the potential structures as he has a billboard on his property next to the site.  City Attorney Tom Canan asked Council to consider the intent for C-1 as defined as a Central Business District and was this parcel part of the Central Business District or did they want to consider extending the Central Business District to include North Wabasha.  Jerry Kosel added that it would be difficult to build on the site because there are many easements on the parcels.  City Administrator Steven Robertson commented that he believed that this was spot zoning, that this change would conflict with the comprehensive plan, and that it would set a precedent.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that he felt it was setting a bad precedent to allow a parcel of one type surrounded by all of something else.  It was noted that the builder could follow the same plans, he just could not split the lot into four smaller lots and sell it off in pieces.  It was suggested that the builder “condominiumize” the building.  Jesse Preston, also representing the applicant, shared a map with Council representing the site if zoning was changed to transitional.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to deny the request for a change in zoning from C-2 to C-1.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Conditional Use Permit Request for a 250-foot Cell Tower

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that at Planning Commission meeting the main issues were height and location.  He noted that the water tower is 135 feet, the U.S. Cable tower is 150 feet and that the proposed cell tower would be 250 feet, and that the American Planning Association suggested a “fall” area for safety reasons.  Mark Hoppe, representing the applicant, said they had three towers in the area.  He added that with respect to safety, most of the tower would collapse into itself. In addition, in all likelihood this would be the last cell tower in Plainview based on the number of suppliers and that their tower would accommodate five providers.  Councilmember Sawyer commented that any falling debris stays within 50 feet of the base of the tower.  No other citizens spoke on the issue.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Conditional Use Permit #05-06 for a cell tower with the conditions that there be a six foot fence surrounding the structure, there be adequate vegetation screening, and there be no advertising on the structure.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Bill Arendt from Lakeside Foods shared with Council that his firm employs 250 full-time employees with an annual payroll of approximately 8 million dollars.  He asked that Lakeside be treated fairly in Council decisions.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

TIF Decertifications for LeVan Subdivision

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to decertify 3 lots in the LeVan Subdivision due to failure to qualify based on income qualifications; Lot 12A, Block 1 (RLS #13) effective 8/12/2005, Lot 3 Block 2 effective 12/9/2005, and Lot 1A Block 6 (RLS #14), effective 12/9/2005.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Code

City Administrator Steven Robertson asked Councilmembers to meet with their department heads and then schedule a time with him to meet and review proposed ordinance changes.   

2006 Tax Levy

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson summarized that the council had set the preliminary levy at $950,000 and that they had since balanced the budget at $935,000 (an 11% increase).  Proposed changes listed in the packet reflected increases of 8.15%, 6.8% and 5.5%.  Mayor Weaver went on to suggest that departments could cut their budgets because they normally came in under budget anyway.  Councilmembers Sawyer and Pederson indicated that they felt the budgets were already given because the department heads said they needed the increases.  Fred Heaser asked what the response was at the Truth-in-Taxation hearing.  When told there were about two people there and that they were they primarily to discuss the assessed valuation, Fred Heaser said that that should indicate to the council what they should do.

MOTION: Weaver moved, Eversman second to approve Resolution #05-19 approving the final 2005 tax levy, collectible in 2006 of $900,000.  Motion passed. Voting in favor: Eversman, Sawyer, Peterson, Weaver.  Voting against: Pederson. 

MOTION: Weaver moved, Eversman second for a 1.1% operations budget cut.  Motion failed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Eversman.  Voting against: Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer.

Further discussion was tabled until later in the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Quit Claim Deed for Meyer Property (Old Municipal Dump)

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the quit claim deed.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Building Permit Information

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized that at a previous City Council meeting Marty Devries had stated that he had issues with the quality of his home and the quality of city inspections and that only the inspection issue related to the building permit process.  After investigating as per council direction, the City Administrator believed that CMS made a reasonable effort to enforce the minimum standards of the Uniform Building Code.  Council was asked for and extended acknowledgement that the issue is done.  The city attorney will review the proposed letter to the property owner.  

Economic Development Contract

Changes to the contract include no pay for SEMDC staff time and no pay while the coordinator is on vacation.  It was noted that in the advent of the tax levy for EDA, that the city would not pay for the coordinator and that EDA and PADCO would have to determine how to pay for the coordinator and the percentages needed to be changed in the contract document.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the 2006 SEMDC contract with the change to the contract  that the city would pay no portion and that EDA and PADCO would need to determine their appropriate percentages.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Council Liaisons

The proposed structure was briefly discussed and council can consider the proposal until the first meeting in January when liaisons must be appointed.  City Attorney Tom Canan cautioned against private citizens serving on the committees when it might relate to personal private data.    

Utility Billing- Automatic Withdrawal

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that for the convenience of city utility customers a direct payment plan would be offered starting with the 2006 first quarter utility billing.  Software will need to be purchased, an agreement will need to be signed with the bank and customer authorizations will be sent out for those wishing to participate.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve setting up the direct payment plan for city utility customers effective March 31, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Liquor Liability Insurance

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that the company had come forward with a proposal for liquor liability insurance that, in the interest of cost savings, should be brought to the council, acknowledging that the Council had already determined a carrier through 2006.  It was generally agreed by Council to honor the decision made for the carrier through 2006 and then consider this insurance during the insurance review in July or August 2006 for 2007.  

Telecom Contract

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that Shald and Associates reviewed technical billings and could determine if there were unwarranted charges which may provide a cost savings to the City.  No payment is made unless suggested changes are implemented.  No department heads will be required to make any changes if they are specifically satisfied with the service they are receiving.  City Attorney Tom Canan had already reviewed the contract.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the contract with Brenda Shald and Associates to review the City’s telecommunications billings.  Motion passed unanimously.  

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Cher Cooper part-time at $7.84 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests, and then to go to full time after thirty days.  Motion passed unanimously.

2006 Water Rates

Mayor Weaver stepped down and Lee Peterson became Acting Mayor.  City Administrator Steven Robertson discussed two different alternatives to pay for the water portion of the Second Avenue expansion project.  The first alternative is to raise water rates by 28% for the next two years, until the current water bond is paid off.  This method will have an impact on water consumers, but it will allow the city to maintain its healthy water reserve balance.  The second alternative is to use about $155,000 from the water reserve to pay off the remaining water bond.  The advantage is that there would only need to be a 5% increase in water rates but it will diminish the water reserves to the very minimum levels that are recommended by the City Auditor.  The City Administrator pointed to the whiteboard where he had listed the water department revenues and expenses since 2001, as well as the current water bond debt service and the anticipated new water bond debt service.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson clarified that calculations in creating percentages used water sales only, and that calculations were for breakeven only. City Attorney Tom Canan added that WAC (water access fees) shouldn’t be used for operations and by nature are for projects or expansions.  Nancy Richardson also added that the auditor had indicated that there was enough in reserves to pay for the note and mentioned that the Council had increased the expense budget for the Water Fund for 2005 but hadn’t increased rates for 2005.   There was some discussion as to estimating the revenues the Water Fund would generate for 2005- water sales and gross.  In light of a new estimate for the new debt, a more accurate increase was suggested to be 7.5%.  Bill Arendt from Lakeside Foods said 5% would be about as high as they could go.

The mayor stated that he believed the numbers on the whiteboard were not accurate.  The City Administrator stated that they were accurate, and had been reviewed by the auditor when he does the annual audit.  The mayor stated that the 2005 water department revenue was significantly underestimated at $300,000.  The City Administrator stated that the 2005 revenue is simply an estimate only, but that it will probably be accurate within 5% or 10%.  He added that the revenue is all the revenue, including WAC and tower rental, besides water sales. 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to increase water rates 5% effective January 1, 2006 (Resolution #05-18) and to use water reserves to pay on the existing note for 2006 and 2007. Motion passed unanimously. 

Neil Weaver stepped in as Mayor.

2006 Budget

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that there were several ways the Council could consider budget cuts including a straight percentage, considering cuts to the list of new and additional budget increases, et cetera.

MOTION: Weaver moved, Eversman second for departments to cut 1.1% from their budgets for the 2006 budget.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Eversman, Pederson.  Voting against: Peterson, Sawyer.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer asked about infrastructure in Orchard Hills Six and asked if the Orchard Hills park will be ready in spring 2006. Staff will follow up with these items.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if there’d been follow up with the silt fences.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the MPCA is aware of the issue.   

Councilmember Peterson indicated that the Ambulance Advisory Board will be meeting in January and will be looking at revising the assistant ambulance director position that is paid more and will be available to assist the Ambulance Director so that he can take vacation.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the next City Council meeting will be Tuesday, December 27, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. which is a joint meeting with the City of Elgin so that new members of the Sanitary Sewer Board can be appointed.  

City Attorney Tom Canan asked if plans were in place for a smooth transition from one criminal attorney to the new criminal attorney.  Staff will follow up with this.

Councilmember Sawyer passed out a map of county roads, reminding council that ATV’s are not allowed on county roads.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

News article on Bryon industrial park.

News article on Chatfield and  park land.

Plainview Area Migrant Council letter.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk
