Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 9, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman 

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Randy Doughty, Tim Schneider, Darold Heddlesten, Linda Bateman, Eric Sawyer, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda adding New Business C to close the meeting for a personnel issue.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Pederson asked about sewer information and the revised ordinances which were slated for tonight’s meeting.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that more information is needed for sewer numbers and that a few of the liaisons have yet to meet with department heads before the final packet is ready to go.    

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- 12/05/2005 and 12/27/2005

Building Permits- 2

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 

Bills- $105,293.08

Department Head Reports- Water, Fire 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Resignations- Cher Cooper from the Liquor Store

Findings of Fact- Sylvester rezoning request 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Fire Department Officers

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Fire Department officers as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Official City Designations

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Official City Designations as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Council Liaisons

Councilmembers Pederson and Peterson suggested a review of the proposed liaison structure (two councilmembers instead of one as in 2005).  Council will review the structure at the first meeting in March.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the proposed liaisons as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Commissions and Board Memberships

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the boards and commissions as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Ambulance Department Collection Agency

Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer explained that the request is to reenter into an agreement with TransWorld for debt collection services.  The city would prepay for 25 accounts which are to be used within two years and Trans World would send one letter only to the account.  The process would be as follows: the billing company would try to collect the bills after processing.  Then, uncollected bills would go to TransWorld where, as per contract, TransWorld would only write one letter.  Then, if the amount is still unpaid, the account would be sent to Worldwide Recovery where, if collected, Worldwide would receive 28%.  City Attorney Tom Canan noted that the city would assume liability if the agency tried to collect with incorrect information.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agreement with TransWorld.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Council Interpretation of Home Business Request

City Attorney Tom Canan stated he had read the information regarding this issue and that he felt it was unfortunate if a private property owner relayed erroneous information to a potential purchaser of the property who relied on it in buying the property. The heart of the question is based on what was found from the 1988 minutes, which clearly appears to suggest that the garage could only be used for residential use and not to be used for any other purpose.  The Council has to ask itself if it intends, when you have home occupation, if it is now taking another step forward in extending it not only to people who live on the premises and want to run a home business but also want to use it to rent out to someone to run a business out of it.  He felt this was an awfully slippery slope that you go down with these home occupations and people should expect residential use in residential areas.  He has concerns even about type and number of home occupations allowed in the past and now going one step further and allowing where the person living there is not even operating the business.  You’ve got the argument that with a home occupation that someone’s got to live there as an extra incentive to make sure that it’s not going to get out of control.  You’re really stretching the definition of home occupation if now you’re going to allow garages to be rented out and used by someone who doesn’t live on the premises.  Councilmember Sawyer mentioned that this is a completely separate lot and that if you read the motion from 1988 that it’s for residential use only.  Mayor Weaver added that he is concerned about this situation as the City Attorney had stated and that if Tim Schneider is operating a business in the garage on the adjoining lot then this could be construed as a home occupation, but if Tim is living on the property if the lot next to you has a separate independent business, then he’s concerned. And suggested that if the lot were now empty, would the council approve a permit allowing someone to build a garage on there by someone that’s going to build houses or store trucks in a residential area. At the very least, the zoning might need to be changed because Tim’s not running the business there.   Tim Schneider stated that his only concern was that the building use hasn’t changed for the last fifteen years.  Mayor Weaver noted that the person who operated the business before lived there.  Councilmember Sawyer said it states clearly the residential use from the 1988 minutes.  Tim Schneider said that every time he looked at that house, there were zero to two or three contractors at it.  If it was okay for the last owner, why is it not now okay. Mayor Weaver responded that it was because of the ownership.  Tim Schneider asked if, in terms of conditional use permits, if everything’s the same and creates no more traffic, can he do things the same?  Councilmember Sawyer responded that the issue is that the person who owned the house had his business in there and it’s not Tim’s business in there.  Tim Schneider asked if a conditional use permit and a home occupancy permit was the same thing to which the City Administrator responded that it was essentially the same process and that a home occupation is considered a conditional use permit.  Mayor Weaver said the idea of a home occupancy business is you’re doing business in your own home.    

City Attorney Tom Canan had reviewed the criteria for a home occupation as pointed out by Councilmember Sawyer and that Council would have to make a finding that even if it doesn’t honor the letter of the ordinance, that it should honor the spirit of the ordinance and that it’s a stretch. The ordinance states “is there no more than one person other than members of the family residing on the premises engaged in the occupation?” and you don’t have anyone residing on the premises  - “use of the dwelling unit for the home occupations incidental and subordinate to its residential use?” This is clearly violated. City Administrator Steven Robertson added that he lived in this area and didn’t see excess traffic and this didn’t violate some of the standards in the ordinance.   There was some discussion as to the business activities inside the garage.   

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that she felt the Council in 1988 had made it real clear and clarified the issue by making it part of the motion that it’s residential use only.  If that’s where you start, then determine if it’s a home occupation or not.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that the City can 1) consider rezoning the property, 2) expand the definition of a home occupation, or 3) tell the property owner that it can’t continue to occur.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that he felt you can’t spot-zone.  The City Attorney added that the property can be used for residential use which would include storing trucks and cars but you shouldn’t be running a telephone operating out of there, a fax machine, taking money, anything that’s indicative of running a business.  Uses of the property and the 1988 motion were discussed.  Tim Schneider asked if it’s considered a business if the owner doesn’t list it as a business.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that if it’s operated like a business, then there’s a business. The City Attorney then read what are the permitted uses in a residential area.  The City Attorney said that every time these issues come up it’s an opportunity for the Council to draw a clear line so when a set of facts comes up, here’s the line.  This would set a bad precedent.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested it be used for storage only.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested converting part of it to living space.   Mayor Weaver asked Tim Schneider that if it were vacant, and a business was going to move in, what would he do.  Tim Schneider responded that he would keep doing what it’s doing.  City Administrator Robertson said that if Council thinks this should be a home occupation permit, the ordinance needs to change because right now it says the business has to be in your own home and that it’s got to be you; and is this the change the Council wants for the future.  There was some discussion as to current home occupations.  The City Attorney suggested that the council consider the worst-case scenario; there might be a good operator here but what if you have another operator.  The Planning Commission hasn’t seen this yet because it just came up and if three to four of the council members don’t think it’s a good idea in the first place, then we’re just spinning our wheels.  Eric Sawyer suggested the Planning Commission look at this.  Councilmember Pederson asked if this has been in existence 17 years, what rights do we have to go back and retroactively change this.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that if the City had been on notice for all that time then it’d be a weak situation, but since this just arose and it was something we have not been aware of for that time, then it’s a different situation. Councilmember Pederson asked about statute of limitations and making sure this doesn’t happen again in the future.  City Attorney Tom Canan said an option could be to make it a non-conforming use somehow and that if it burnt down, it couldn’t be rebuilt for that use.  But this assumes that is was a legal use to begin with, and that’s the problem.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that given the 1988 council minutes that Greg Speedling clearly should have known that he shouldn’t have had his business there, and he doesn’t know how it got there.  The minutes say residential use only. Darold Heddlesten suggested that what if you allow this and something happens to Tim and the property gets sold, then it opens up who knows what and could open up anything.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that just because someone is new in there doesn’t mean it’s still a home occupation, the new person has to apply so the home occupation doesn’t attach to the property.  As Steven stated he shouldn’t have been doing it anyway because it said it should have been for residential use only.  Even if Speedling had a home occupation permit for it, it ends when he leaves, and the new owner would have to apply for a home occupation and would it qualify or not.  By city definition it wouldn’t. There’s not that much of a question here.  There was again discussion as to the business activities on the site and what constitutes a business. Mayor Weaver asked if it was grandfathered, to which City Administrator Robertson answered that it’s not grandfathered since it wasn’t allowed in the first place.  City Attorney Tom Canan said that it’s been an illegal use that could be made legal by changing the ordinance. There was again discussion as to business activities, properties of the garage, and dwelling activities.  Councilmember Peterson asked if that was the address listed for business tax purposes.  City Administrator Robertson said that it’s okay if someone’s operating a hobby out of their garage.  Tim Schneider stated that in 1988 the city council let a guy build a 2000 square foot building on a lot that’s its own and it hasn’t bothered the neighbors.  Mayor Weaver stated that that was Greg Speedling and that Greg Speedling lived in that house and operated that garage and that Tim Schneider lives in that house and BDS operates that garage; there’s a big difference.  This issue will be referred to the Planning Commission.     

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer stated that he was very concerned about the increase of parking on city streets with the consolidation of the Elgin and Plainview schools. He estimated 90 more cars.  Police Chief Doughty thought that was an underestimation and felt it would be a lot more.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if he and the City Administrator could go to the school and address this concern.  Mayor Weaver suggested that a letter be written and that this issue get on the school board agenda. After some discussion, Councilmember Sawyer asked again if he could go to the School board and Mayor Weaver replied yes but that it should get on their agenda.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reminded council that they needed to recess the meeting tonight if there was to be a joint Council/EDA meeting next Tuesday.

Councilmember Peterson expressed condolences for Councilmember Eversman’s loss of her mother. 

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that he would pass out some sewer information at the end of the meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8:10 p.m.

The meeting reopened at 8:22 p.m.

Mayor Weaver summarized that the council had agreed on administrative leave for the employee in question.  The council had also made a motion that the employee can return after the employee had been seen and approved for return by the doctor used by the city and under conditions determined by the Police Chief.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Truck Weight list.

CMS 2006 rates.

Plainview new housing units.

Cell tower location.

Email from So. MN Initiative Foundation.

MDH water sample analysis.

Sewer department information.

RECESS

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to recess the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting recessed at 8:26 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special joint meeting of Plainview City Council with the EDA was called to order January 17, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. by Ferman Lanning, Chair of the EDA.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: None

EDA approved their agenda, minutes and other reports. 

Industrial Park

Ferman Lanning summarized that there has been ongoing interest in moving forward with an industrial park and options on land in light of discussions with the fair and the law enforcement center.  Discussion centered on the possibility of acquiring options on land to position the city better should interested parties approach the city.  

An EDA member commented that Eyota had an agreement with a farmer for an option on land for 5 years for which the city paid $5,000.  Discussion ensued on land options and the merits of water and sewer hookups.  Mayor Weaver stated that he could see the merits of investing in an industrial park but not putting a lot of money into it.  It was noted by an EDA member that Byron had developed an industrial park but after several years of vacancy, they were selling it.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that in light of Medallion Cabinets it would have been nice to have an option.  If the city had had an option it may have helped the situation and instead of wasting time with details, the EDA would be able to say to a business, “Here you go, here is a spot for you.”

Councilmember Peterson suggested investing as little as possible but have the option because then the city would have a drawing card for someone interested in Plainview.  Ferman Lanning noted that if the option is in place, the EDA shouldn’t just sit on it waiting for someone to approach the city but should actively market it and contact parties throughout the state.  He added that he’d still like to see water and sewer added, because if water and sewer is needed, there’s still the process time for permits at governmental agencies, the time for construction, etc.  Councilmember Pederson echoed his concern that if something comes up, then they’ll have to act real quick adding that a lot of time was spent trying to acquire JOBZ from the county and he’d like to have an agreement with a city to get it and all the plans should be laid out.  He cautioned against adding water and sewer to outside of the city limits and said that they’d be opening a can of worms if they did it for that one but not for others.  Councilmember Eversman stated that she felt they didn’t need to get the land ready, just have it available and in place.  Ferman Lanning expressed an interest in getting it done by April.  Earl Doane recommended that in light of zoning issues that they keep industrial on west side of town and consider retail on north or south 42.    He’d also like to see a large enough parcel for a hotel.  EDA passed a motion to recommend to the City Council to proceed with acquiring options for land. EDA made a motion to appoint Steve Gronseth, Ferman Lanning, Richard Sawyer and Ron Ebin to the subcommittee.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to direct the EDA to proceed with the recommended proposal by EDA to acquire an option for land.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ferman Lanning suggested that the subcommittee meet immediately after the meeting to discuss budget, locations, use of the land, and promotion of the site.

SEMDC Contract

Ferman Lanning stated that PADCO had agreed to pay one half of the EDA Coordinator’s bill for the next two years and recommended that the city pay the same share as they have in the past.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that in the 2006 budget the Council had decided not to pay for the coordinator.  Mayor Weaver indicated that this was because of the institution of the EDA levy.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that because of the $25,000 EDA tax levy, the money could be used to pay for the coordinator and have plenty of money left over.  He clarified that the city had paid the 25% of the coordinator’s salary and that the $90,000 the EDA got a few years ago was monies left over from the EDA’s TIF district.  

MOTION: Weaver moved, Pederson second to have the City pay for 25% of the EDA coordinator’s salary for the next two years.  Motion passed unanimously.    

City Administrator Steven Robertson asked how the Council would like to pay for it summarizing that the nursing home funds had about $313,000 but $48,000 of that went to the purchase of the compost lot and about another $65,000 would be needed to develop the compost lot, leaving about $200,000.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to pay for the EDA coordinator’s salary from the nursing home funds for the next two years.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order January 23, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Michael L. Burgdorf, Darold Heddlesten, Bill Arendt, Eric Sawyer, Linda Bateman, Bob Mannahan, Rich Klees, Fred Heaser, Ike Speedling, Randy Doughty

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 9, 2006 and January 17, 2006

Building Permits- None 

Other Licenses/Permits- 6 dance permits; 1 temporary liquor licenses; 5 tobacco licenses; 2 waste  removal permits

Bills- $197,212.69

Department Head Reports- Library, Police

Boards- None

Donations- PADCO sesquicentennial donation; Plainview Firefighters Relief Association; Immanuel Think Tank

Resolutions- 

06-01 Authorizing Lease of Liquor Store Premises for Charitable Gambling Purposes

06-02 Authorizing Charitable Gambling License to Plainview Firefighters Relief Association

06-03 Authorizing Charitable Gambling License to American Legion Post #179

06-04 Authorizing Charitable Gambling License to Community Charities of Minnesota

Committee/Board Appointment- Cheryl Eversman, Ambulance Advisory Board

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda amending the minutes as noted. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

City Code Update Progress

City Administrator Steven Robertson is working on consolidating all suggested changes to the City Code by staff, Department Heads, and Councilmembers.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to schedule a special meeting to discuss and review the proposed city code on February 18, 2006 at 8:00 a.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Wastewater Plant Expansion Project

Mayor Weaver noted that a resolution on the proposed sewer rate increases will be delayed until February 27, 2006 at the request of Lakeside and that Lakeside had hired their own engineer to review the sewer project.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that Lakeside’s letter was in the council packet along with 1986 fee information and an Inflow and Infiltration report from 1979.  He went on to explain some of the historical information presented in his worksheet and asked Council thoughts on including annually an additional $100,000 in the 2007 sewer budget for an aggressive Inflow and Infiltration plan (amounts allocated for sewer linings and for sewer staff for home inspections to be determined by City Engineer and Public Works Director) and on his proposal for increasing the sewer access charge from $750 to $3,000.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested the city ask the city engineer for estimates for an I and I program and not just spend the $100,000.   Council indicated they understood the assumptions.  

NEW BUSINESS

Delinquent Water Account Shut-offs

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the disconnection, and certification to the county if necessary, of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Ambulance Vehicle Replacement

Mayor Weaver requested a report on the condition and mileage of the old ambulance.  Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer indicated that according to the five-year plan the 1994 ambulance is due to be replaced.  At present it has 94,000 miles and has a history of transmission problems.  His concern is that in 2007 there will be new emission standards which will drive up the cost of the new vehicle and he would like to start the bid process around budget time since it might take 6 months to get the vehicle.  Councilmember Pederson also asked for a history of repairs and annual costs to maintain it.  Councilmember Peterson said the advisory board just wanted to get preliminary information at this point, not the bids.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second allowing the Ambulance Department to gather preliminary information related to a new ambulance, and this was not a motion to solicit bids.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Fire Chief Richard Klees suggested the council consider all vehicles and get a rotation  schedule and get a priority list going and figure out where the money is coming from. Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that every year a five-year plan had been tabulated and that this information was incorporated into the 20 year bond and levy plan created last summer.  Mayor Weaver suggested talking about this at the department head meeting.     

Ambulance Facility Rent

Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer indicated that Rochester Community College, which is conducting the two-year paramedic class at the ambulance building, had not budgeted for the class and would like to pay rent in supplies in lieu of cash.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to accept payment in the form of supplies for the paramedic class, with Director Eric Sawyer to monitor invoices and amounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Fire Department Equipment and Donation

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to accept the donation of $3,500 from the Plainview Firefighters Relief Fund charitable gambling funds and approve the purchase of the washing machine for turnout gear and the heater for the Fire Department.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Water and Sewer 2006 Budget

There was some discussion as to budget cuts made for the enterprise funds for 2006.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve that the Liquor, Water and Sewer enterprise funds would not be required to cut their budgets 1.1% as had been earlier directed.  Motion passed unanimously.

City/School Contract for Assistive Voting Machines

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the proposed precinct counter and assistive voting machine contract with the school district.  Motion passed unanimously.

Corn Burner

Fire Chief Richard Klees indicated that he had had a concern with a corn burner installation because of the heating and safety issues.  The property owner had since been asked for an application and a permit.  The Fire Chief indicated that the corn burner is up to code but the property owner’s fill system was not up to code.  The fill system has since been removed.

Water Straightlining

On January 12, 2006 Public Works staff discovered a builder who had bypassed the water meter and had straightlined water directly into the city water system.  The water deposit for this permit will be forfeited.  This builder had, just previously to this, been found with another straightlined home, but that permit had been issued before the water and sewer deposit requirements had gone into effect.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested a fine.  Mayor Weaver suggested no more building permits until the builder meets with him.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested a large fine to hurt.  Police Chief Randy Doughty will speak to city criminal attorney Steve Erwin about this issue and city ordinances and whether or not criminal action can be taken.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer indicated that he did go out and look at 10th Street SW and said that AgriPower will give a 20 foot easement.

Councilmember Pederson expressed his concern over the recent water tower leak and asked how we can control damage to property.  Public Works Director indicated that this has only happened three times since 1993 and that this time it was human error.  

Councilmember Peterson asked Public Works if snow could be removed from emergency areas first.  It was determined that driveways are plowed for the emergency vehicles and that parking for employees was cleared later when the crew could get to the parking areas.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that on Friday he, the Mayor, the Public Works Director, and the City Engineer had reviewed the 2006 city projects and the 10th Street SW link.  The Public Works Director suggested that the city do the extra 300 feet although it’s not in the original plan.  Mayor Weaver indicated that originally he had thought that if the line was run, providing better water coverage, then fire insurance rates would go down but he has since discovered that it won’t make any difference to rates.  Staff will check on cost estimates for this project from the city engineer and in the meantime the city engineer will survey the area while they are in town surveying for the other projects.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson encouraged all to contribute to the Sesquicentennial writing contest.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from Great River Ridge Trail requesting support.

Letter to Plainview-Elgin Sanitary Sewer regarding 12/27/2005 meeting and board appointees.

Notice for 2006 Leadership Conference by League of Minnesota Cities.

Ambulance billing chart.

Flyer for Sesquicentennial Writing contest.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order Monday February 13, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Darlene Goergen, Ron Goergen, Jackie Pederson, Eric Grover, Rachael Grover-Anderson, Fred A Heaser, Pat Barnes, Barb Stuth, Tim Schneider, Al Sisson, Darold Heddlesten, Michael L. Burgdorf, Rich Klees, Linda Bateman, John Lubinski

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- January 23, 2006

Building Permits- 11

Other Licenses/Permits- Raffle license 

Bills- $222,396.51

Department Head Reports- Fire, Ambulance 

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Contracts- ACH agreement with PSB for Utility billing direct pay

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Future Vehicle Replacement

Tim Schneider, Assistant Police Chief summarized that the police car with transmission troubles is worth about as much as the cost to repair the vehicle and recommended replacing the vehicle, which would put the vehicle replacement program for this vehicle about one year ahead of schedule.  He suggested using UBF funds. He asked Council what they would like him to do. 

MOTION: Weaver made a motion to use UBF funds to replace the vehicle, pending department head approval.  

Motion failed for lack of a second.  Councilmember Eversman asked why the Blazer couldn’t be used as a secondary vehicle until the 2007 replacement to which Assistant Police Chief Tim Schneider responded that that was the vehicle the chief used so that if there was a call he could get right in the car and go.  Councilmember Pederson added that the Council has authorized vehicles in the past and that the City needs to keep the same number of vehicles.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to authorize the Police Department to purchase a new Dodge Durango from the UBF fund subject to approval from the department heads.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Pederson, Peterson, Eversman.  Voting against: Sawyer. 

Purchase price is $24,165 plus $5,000 for labor to equip the vehicle and a $500 trade-in.  

Pool Renovation/Resurfacing Plans

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson summarized that every year City Hall gets questions about the pool and the Council could discuss options.  Councilmember Pederson asked what the $500,000 would buy.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf discussed new lining, taking the pumphouse out, building a new bathhouse and other plans explaining that there might be building code issues.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if the lining couldn’t be done now with other phases to be completed in subsequent years. Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said the City could line it and then do the pumphouse another year.  Councilmember Pederson asked if the $500,000 included making the pool handicap-accessible.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said that it would not have a zero-depth entry but that the lining could include a stainless steel ramp for an additional $8,000.  Staff was directed to get updated costs by the next Council meeting or as soon as possible.  

Fire Department Repeater Purchase

Fire Chief Richard Klees explained that the repeater tower used for paging went down and that an emergency substitute replacement had been acquired and that the tower would need to be replaced.  He proposed that the tower, which would cost approximately $9,000, would be financed with $1,000 from the county, $3,500 from the Plainview Fire Relief association gambling funds, $1,500 from rural fire fund, and $3,000 from the UBF fund.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to replace the repeater tower for $9,000 using $1,000 from the county, $3,500 from the Plainview Fire Relief association gambling funds, $1,500 from rural fire fund, and $3,000 from the UBF fund. Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the donation of $3,500 from the Plainview Fire Relief Association gambling funds.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Timeline for 2006 Municipal Water and Sewer Projects

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson summarized that the projects were going to begin and steps were underway and that there was a meeting with the utility companies this Friday to discuss upcoming projects.  

NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Police Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Kelly McMillin and Mark Brown effective February 13, 2006 at the rate of $12.73 for the Police Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Board of Equalization

The Board of Equalization will be Monday, April 10, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. before the regularly scheduled Council meeting.

Spring Clean-Up Dates

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to have Spring Clean-up be Saturday, May 13, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Councilmembers Peterson and Eversman will volunteer for the event.  

Resignations from the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to accept the resignation of Bill Tice from the Ambulance Department effective immediately with a thank-you letter to be sent.  Motion passed unanimously.

Wellhead Protection Plan 

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf said that some of the suggestions were to send out notifications of adoption of the plan to non-residents covered by the plan area and looking at possible sources of contamination.  

Plainview Area Community and Youth Center Building Proposal

Councilmember Pederson, also president of the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center, explained that he came on Board of the Center at the end of 2005 and one of the things he looked at was the financial statement.  He went on to say that Plainview Area Community and Youth Center loses dollars in operations and after researching numerous other community centers he found that they have a difficult time paying bills.  Then, he discovered that the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center had applied for a loan with the USDA and that loans with the USDA have strings attached such as requiring an annual audit, insurance requirements, and other requirements.  He said that added costs would be 48% more than what they’re paying now and he wondered what is at risk if the center can’t make its payments.  He addressed costs for financing and discussed usage of the facility.  Jim Pederson stated that he believed that he had brought this up at the last Plainview Area Community and Youth Center Board meeting that he would bring this issue to the City Council and that there was general agreement but not everyone agreed.  He went on to state that he would not sign the loan papers because part of the loan application was fraudulent in that the budget submitted had not been approved by the Board and was not adopted for use by the Board.  Councilmember Pederson recommends that the City buy the Center building and keep the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center organization intact.  

Eric Grover, Vice President of the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center stated that he took offense at the comment that Councilmember Pederson would not sign for the loan because of fraud.  He noted that the budget was based on historical figures and prepared by the City’s Finance Director/City Clerk and that he had a signed letter from Chris Goddard that the Center would not need an annual audit.  He added that the current insurance policy already has the coverage required with a USDA loan and would like to look at the numbers regarding only $200 for insurance.  Eric Grover questioned that a mortgage and rent to the City has been mentioned- which one is it and why would the Center sell for less than the appraised value of $130,000.  Eric Grover added that Jim Pederson is holding up a USDA loan that’s ready to sign and that the Center’s Board did not get the figures Jim Pederson presented tonight nor did he get Board signatures for the petition.  

Jim Pederson stated that he was not the one who asked for signatures and that someone else did.  He went on to say that Eric Grover had stated that the Center owned the building but that was not true and that the title doesn’t transfer until after the mortgage is paid.  Jim Pederson added that Mr Haley had been very patient and that he had spoken to Chris Goddard two times at USDA and she had not mentioned no audit; that the budget had not been approved by the Board and was never used by the Board.  The budget was made up and put together but the Board had never approved it or  used it and it was only for the USDA and this is inappropriate.  It was made up of historical information and not made using information for the future.  Jim Pederson added that insurance was his projection and the cost would not be $3,000 since the last $100,000 of coverage was going to be cheaper.  

Darlene Goergen stated that the numbers prepared by Jim Pederson and copied for this evening 

had not been on the back of the petition when it was signed. Jim Pederson added that none of his figures and numbers were brought to the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center Board or to the users of the center.  

Eric Grover stated that the difference is that of the Center versus the City owning the building.  Jim Pederson stated that he believed the Center would have to foreclose and then they’d lose it.  Al Sisson stated that he was more concerned about the USDA owning it than the City owning it.  Eric Grover was concerned that the youth would not be served if the city owned the building and that only the seniors would be served.  City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that such terms could be put into the lease with the youth in mind and added that he was troubled by the conflict of interest by Jim Pederson and suggested that Jim Pederson abstain because he was wearing two hats.  Jim Pederson said that what it boils down to is not who owns the building but what is best for the Center.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson commented that while Jim Pederson’s figures showed 0% interest, she’d heard discussed other interest rates which might be used such as 1% or 3.25% , which is the current cost to the city for the use of those funds.  Jim Pederson stated that he was predicting that the Center would collapse.  Rachael Grover-Anderson stated that there were things that needed to get done and that money was built into the USDA loan to pay for those things.  

Mayor Weaver stated that he asked Haley’s and they said the furnace would be $5,500.  Eric Grover stated that they had a bid from Haley’s for $15,000.  Darlene Goergen added that from 1 to 5 years down the road the furnace would need to be replaced and that was built in.  Eric Grover stated that they did use the higher of all the bids to allow for inflation in asking the USDA for money.  Mayor Weaver stated that in his opinion there was no way the Center can pay off the $96,000 mortgage so they looked at cutting down expenses.  Fred Heaser stated that if the Center folds then neither the Center nor the City would own anything versus the USDA owning it.  He added that the best combination would be senior and youth and couldn’t see gambling that they might lose it all.  Rachel Grover-Anderson stated that people that are supporting the USDA loan are thinking business-wise and that if the City owned the building then it should be for a contract for deed and that the issue is that the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center would be giving up the equity.  Eric Grover suggested that it could possibly be as rent and then sell it back to the Community Center for $1 after 20 years.  Jim Pederson stated that whatever they do, the City should buy it and they have to decide by tonight.  Mayor Weaver suggested looking at 15 or 20 years instead of 10 years but he has no objection to the Center owning the building.  Councilmember Peterson stated that he agreed with Mayor Weaver on 15 to 20 years and added that the work has been commendable on keeping the Center going.  

Councilmember Eversman expressed her concern that the Center receive enough funds to fix what they need fixed.  Eric Grover again asked whether it would be rent or mortgage to which Mayor Weaver responded that he’d just said they’d buy it for $1 at the end.  Jim Pederson noted that Tom Haley had requested rounding up the purchase price to $60,000 since this has dragged on.  Rachel Grover-Anderson said that the electric repairs needed to be done now to which Mayor Weaver replied that the city can handle $1,000 to $1,200.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to purchase the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center building for $60,000 and to close in 30 days or sooner.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Weaver, Eversman, Sawyer.  Abstain: Pederson.

City Attorney Tom Canan suggested a lease one year at a time and then later can convert to a mortgage.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to use Nursing Home funds for the purchase.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Weaver, Eversman, Sawyer.  Abstain: Pederson.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second that payments for the lease are to be returned to the Nursing Home Fund.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Weaver, Eversman, Sawyer.  Abstain: Pederson.

There was some discussion as to rent versus a mortgage and what form the rent should take.  Rachel Grover-Anderson questioned why not a lease to own and added that the Board had voted for a USDA loan and now they would have to have an emergency meeting to vote on this proposed action.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to structure the agreement as a lease for one year.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Weaver, Eversman, Sawyer.  Abstain: Pederson.

Lease terms will be conveyed to the City Attorney and a lease will be available for the next Council meeting.

EDA Industrial Park Proposal

Mayor Weaver indicated that the EDA had tabled this to another meeting so they could look at proposals.

Police Vehicle Disposition

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to give the Police Department six weeks to sell the Intrepid or then it should be traded in to the dealer.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson encouraged the Council if they had questions to meet with the auditor who would be out the next week.  She added that staff had already received initial drafts of year-end financial results.

City Attorney Tom Canan noted that the Minnesota Court of Appeals had ruled on the “60-day Rule” which might have implications for the city.  The ruling was that a Council decision, including approving the Findings of Fact, had to all be done and approved within the 60 days.  

Councilmember Eversman commented that she felt the Council’s decision to acquire the Community Center building would be good for the Center.

Councilmember Sawyer agreed with Councilmember Eversman that it was a good decision for the Center for the City to purchase the building.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if Public Works could check sump pumps for the remaining houses it had to enter to install new water meters.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf indicated that due to the sensitive nature of the issue, it was recommended that an independent party be contracted to conduct the investigations.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if the path at Parkside could be cleared of snow.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf responded that because of a lot of drifting of the path, it was not feasible to clear the snow.  Councilmember Sawyer next asked about contract trailers and if the Council would still consider the purchase of an off-sale liquor site on the highway.  

Councilmember Pederson stated that he was pleased with the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center motions.  He went on to ask if the City needed to do something with respect to the letter from the Minnesota Department of Transportation regarding the storm sewer on Hwy 42.    Mayor Weaver is asking a State representative to assist with this issue.  

Councilmember Peterson asked the Public Works Director about the flooding near the new developments Northeast expressing his concern for citizens walking in the area.   The Public Works Director said he only knew that it was wet.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter of violations from the MPCA to Peter Meyer.

Letter from BDS regarding water deposit and straightlining.

Letter from MNDOT regarding extent of their participation in storm sewer relocation – Hwy 42.

Letter from West Broadway group on street planters.

Letter from Aquila regarding Pre-Construction meetings.

Letter from Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.

Page from LMC regarding statutory authority for delinquent utility bills.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order Saturday, February 18, 2006 at 8:17 a.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Michael L Burgdorf, Tim Schneider, Ron Partridge 

OLD BUSINESS

City Code

Councilmembers discussed all recommended changes with input form Department heads, the City Attorney, members of the City Code Committee, and from the Council.  This was the Council’s work session to make any substantive policy changes to the City Code.  There were no proposed policy changes suggested by Council.  Many comments were proposed to clarify the language.  Recommended changes will be made and a final draft will be given to Council before the citizen input and review period is begun.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 1:09 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order February 27, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Deputy City Clerk- Peg Tentis 

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Bill Angerman, Tim Hruska, Darlene Goergen, Bev Pille, Fred Heaser, Eric Grover, Jon Espy, Paulette Klees, Linda Bateman, Pat Barnes, Michael L Burgdorf, Darold Heddlesten, Rachael Grover-Anderson, Ron Partridge, Jackie Pederson, Eric Sawyer, Bill Arendt, Rich Bartz, Steve Holmay

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 13, 2006 and February 18, 2006

Building Permits- 7

Other Licenses/Permits- None 

Bills- $119,465.80

Department Head Reports-  None

Boards- None

Donation- Plainview Fire Relief Association

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Pool Renovation/Resurfacing Plans

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf presented pool information with one proposal to line at $48,815 with a 15-year warranty and another proposal to line but with sandblasting first at $80,700 with a 25-year warranty.  A slide would be an additional $25,000 and a stainless steel ramp would be an additional $8,000.  Mayor Weaver asked if this was in his budget.  

Plainview Area Community and Youth Center Financing

After reading the recommendation from the City Attorney, City Administrator Steven Robertson and Councilmember Pederson excused themselves from the discussion as they serve on the Board of the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center.  Discussions ensued regarding the proposal by the City Council to acquire the building and then lease the facility to the Center.  Mayor Weaver recommended a $60,000 lease at three to four percent interest and suggested the Center raise donations for the extra repair projects.  The Center was interested in owning the building and building equity in the building.  Eric Grover stated that they want to retain ownership and need to make improvements and they have an organization willing to provide the funds for those improvements.  The Center was requesting additional funds over and above the original $60,000 to address some major maintenance issues. After reviewing the list, they were asking for an additional $25,000 compared to the $36,000 additional funds included in the USDA loan.  Fred Heaser asked if the Center could pay the USDA loan without the $5,000 donation from the city.  Eric Grover stated that he believed the City was donating the $5,000 to ensure a spot for SEMCAC.  Mayor Weaver clarified that the $5,000 pledged for 2006 and 2007 is not tied to SEMCAC.  Fred Heaser asked what was wrong with the City purchasing the building and then selling it back to the Center on a contract for deed. Eric Grover indicated that information provided by persons from the City had led them to believe the interest would be 0% and if the interest rate were to be three or four percent, then it would be competitive with the USDA loan.  Eric Grover expressed the concern that if the City owns the building, then the future of the Center is in the hands of the Council, especially if the Council should change in the future.    He went on to state that the Center Board is interested in owning the property.  Mayor Weaver stated that the Center owning the building is not the point, the Center can own it, the point is how much money the City is going to give the Center.  Eric Grover clarified that he understands the Center can own it adding that the Center needs the additional funds to fix up the building which is what they’re asking for in additional to the $60,000 to pay the contract for deed. Eric Sawyer suggested that the City pay the additional amount subject to the actual incurrence of repairs, not the extra $25,000 up front.   Immediate repairs were discussed.  Bev Pille expressed a concern of how a contract with the Center may change if there’s a change in the Councilmembers.  The Center Board had unanimously agreed that there should be a contract for deed and they decided as a board to ask for additional funds for repair projects.  Eric Grover asked for the City to decide if they can enter a contract for deed with a favorable rate of interest with the money they asked for.  Councilmember Eversman expressed concern about being able to make payments and would like to leave the loan at $60,000 or the Center can go with the USDA loan.  

MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to stay with leasing the facility for $60,000 and offer no additional funds requested by the Center.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Eversman, Sawyer.  Voting against: Peterson.  Abstaining: Weaver.    

It was understood that the Center Board will move forward with the USDA loan.

Approve Letting Bids for Municipal Water and Sewer Projects

City Engineer Bill Angerman presented plans relating to the upcoming water and sewer projects and entertained questions. Water and sewer in the northwest part of town are needed due to inadequate fire protection from undersized water mains and they will be replacing some old sewer mains, and in the southeast and southwest there will be looping projects and lining sewer mains.  Roads will be removed from curb to curb.  A forcemain transports pumped wastewater and one is needed northwest.   He proposed removing the high rise lift station that’s northwest.  There are some gaps in the sidewalks and they will be added as they go (about 150 feet).  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that since the Council did not want to assess anything for this project, then nothing will be assessed for sidewalks and they will be paid for by the public.    The projects will accommodate the Sesquicentennial to the greatest extent possible and the engineer will try to include this in the contract.  Originally it was determined that the northwest forcemain would be paid by David Doane due to Sunset Acres development and this will be brought up with David Doane.  The engineers will determine where to expense the street overlays.  Dates have been proposed for bid dates and Bill Angerman suggested an open house related to the projects and what they might mean for the residents affected.  The project will begin on the east side and move west.  Sections under construction could well be torn up, rock or gravel for two months.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve plan specifications and the letting of bids for the 1st/2nd Avenues NW water and sewer projects and additional portion of street overlays.  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve plan specifications and the letting of bids for the second project relating to sewer and linings and additional portion of street overlays.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Funding for additional street overlays for both projects should not exceed $200,000 from the Street budget.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that from now on the projects will be referred to as the 2006 Street and Utility Improvement Projects.

NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Erika Westfield and Adam Wiley for the Ambulance Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to accept the resignation of Stephanie Albrecht, with thanks, effective February 28, 2006. Motion passed unanimously.

Street Lights

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to resolve that Alliant Energy Inc is hereby directed to make the listed changes to the existing system, at the locations listed, according to the terms expressed in the existing street light contract (see Alliant resolution).  Motion passed unanimously.

Review Preliminary Sewer Rate Increases

City Administrator Steven Robertson briefly summarized the calculations related to proposed sewer increases.  The first new debt service due to the Plainview-Elgin Sanitary Sewer District will be due for the fourth quarter of 2006.  Bill Angerman encouraged the Council to call on the legislators to support the Clean Water Legacy Act which, if passed, may provide grants for the sewer projects like this.  Bill Arendt from Lakeside encouraged the city to allow them to stay competitive.  Lakeside has 150 employees and they had retained an engineer to look at the project.     With respect to the rate proposals, Bill Arendt commented that he thought that the new sewer debt and the $100,000 I. and I. program should be capital and not operational expenses.  He estimates that they’ll see an increase in costs of about $150,000 ($50,000 of this would be the capital increase).  The regional director of Hormel, on behalf of Lakeside, explained that some of the water can be recycled and they are looking at reducing the sewer flow by 15,000,000 gallons. He suggested that this would cut down the need for the full plant expansion.  Bill Arendt suggested that that $150,000 increase might be better spent internally on processes to reduce the flow.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that when comparing City rates to rates for Rochelle, Illinois, our water rates are one half to two thirds of Rochelle’s, and the wasterwater rates in Plainview are lower too. Rich Bartz, on behalf of Lakeside, stated that his point was to question if there was something they could do in partnership with the City to decrease the capital size of this project.   The City Council was asked where staff should go from here.  A City Corner article will be put into the newspaper.  This item will be back on the agenda April 24, 2006 after bids from April 12th at the Sewer Plant come in.  An Inflow and Infiltration plan was discussed with Bill Angerman clarifying that the sump pump inspection will be the item to initially address.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second for the Public Works Director to prepare a preliminary plan to address the Inflow and Infiltration issues. Motion passed unanimously.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the bid (the lower bid) to resurface the pool and baby pool ($48,000), ramp ($8,000) and slide ($25,000), from UBF Fund, pending Departmental Head approval. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern that all Councilmembers be notified when special meetings, such as with Lakeside, are held.

Mayor Weaver will be attending the law enforcement center meeting in Wabasha.  There will be a Plainview informational meeting for the law enforcement center at Immanuel Lutheran.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Post Bulletin article regarding construction slow down.

Letter from the MPCA notifying they had approved the Plainview-Elgin Wastewater Treatment Facility information relating to the expansion.

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District 2005 Audit Report.

Letter to Rep Andy Welti requesting support for Hwy 42 drainage.

Summary and bids of improvement for the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Peg Tentis, Deputy Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order March 16, 2006 at 12:15 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver,Jim Pederson, and Richard Sawyer 

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman and Lee Peterson 

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: None 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- February 27, 2006

Building Permits- 3

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 beer licenses, 1 dance permit, 1 gambling permit (Resolution #06-05)

Bills- $135,332.18

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer asked follow-up questions regarding the MPCA and Orchard Hills runoff.  In correspondence with the MPCA, the City had given MPCA until March 27th to respond.  Councilmember Sawyer also suggested that the ordinance include provisions for individuals who don’t complete the building process including not completing the installation of a lawn.  

Mayor Weaver indicated that the jail meeting in Zumbro Falls will be cancelled and that he will be meeting with the County Administrator on March 22, 2006 on the jail.

Mayor Weaver had received comments about snow in the streets and there was some discussion as to snow removal and clearing the streets.  The concern is that the State Highway must be two lanes. 

Mayor Weaver commented on a thank-you card to the Council.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

LMC 2006 City Policies notice.

Thank you letter to Audrey Christison for her donation to Wedgewood.

Post Bulletin article on Plainview Art Plaza.

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District February 28, 2006.

Inflow and Infiltration article.  

Southern MN Initiative Fund Community Dialogue Discussions.

WHKS letter on construction plans.

List of platted developments.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Weaver second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order March 27, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver,Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer, Cindy Eversman and Lee Peterson

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Tim Hruska, Greg Browning, Eric Sawyer, Michael L Burgdorf, Bill Angerman, Ron Partridge 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda replacing H with the Fire Relief gambling fund donation.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- March 16, 2006

Building Permits- 6 

Other Licenses/Permits- None 

Bills- $87,705.73

Department Head Reports- Fire, Ambulance, Library

Boards- None

Certification to the County- 1

Contracts- Medicare EFT agreement

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Building Permit Question

Peter Meyer had a concern about the deposit for water and sewer for new building permits and  questioned why he should be penalized for someone else’s actions as he’s been building here in the city for 30 years and has never abused the water services.  He suggested that meters be put in immediately and that sewer charges not start until the home is closed and the new homeowners move in.  Councilmember Sawyer explained that meters put in during the winter where there’s no heat or insulation could freeze and break. Staff will check on policies of other cities regarding this matter.  Mayor Weaver stated that he felt the bottom line is the City’s concern with straightlining and that everyone has to follow the same policies which were instituted because some were abusing their privileges.     

New Hires for the Ambulance

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Jamie Mussell and Edward Kruger for the Ambulance Department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Cemetery Bid and Contract

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Timm’s Lawn Care out of Wabasha as the lowest reasonable bidder for the cemetery mowing bid and approval of contract.  Motion passed unanimously.

Set Dates for Public Hearing for City Code

The City Council generally agreed to insert the proposed ordinance regarding inflow and infiltration into the ordinances and have the public comment period begin with a public hearing at the April 10th Council meeting.    

Review Council Liaison Assignments

Mayor Weaver stated that he believed the current structure was working and that he proposed no change to the current structure.  Councilmember Eversman stated that she felt it was a conflict of interest for Councilmember Pederson to serve as liaison to the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center when he was president of their Board and suggested that Councilmember Pederson not be the liaison.  Finance Director/City Clerk suggested that a second liaison not be appointed to the Center as that might violate open meeting laws if both liaisons and Councilmember Pederson attended the Center’s meetings.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to remove Jim Pederson as one of the liaisons for the Plainview Area Community and Youth Center and leave only one Councilmember (Eversman) as the liaison.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Adopt Resolution for Water Rate Increases for PFA Loan Debt Repayment

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adopt Resolution #06-06 which ensures  the Public Facilities Authority that the city will sufficiently raise water rates to service the PFA debt and operate the water department.  Motion passed unanimously.

Review 2006 Street and Utility Improvement Project Bids

City Engineer Bill Angerman presented information regarding the bids for the 2006 Street and Utility project and the 2006 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation.  Tomorrow they will send out contracts and bonds and will schedule preconstruction meetings.  There were a few questions about Road Constructors and Bill Angerman responded that they were aware of some of the previous performance issues but WHKS’s experience with them has been that they had good performance and Road Constructors will subcontract the underground work with Schwenke’s and that he was comfortable with Road Constructors and that there wasns’t enough to not consider them for the job.  Bill Angerman added that bonds would be in place: a performance and maintenance bond and a payment bond (the payment bond is to ensure that the contractor pays the subcontractors).  Bill Angerman also added that he is getting costs and information regarding a hookup to KBS.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to acknowledge receipt of the bids for the 2006 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation project; Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal, Inc., $101,302.25; Veit & Co., Inc, $105,514.00; and Instituform Technologies ISA, $123,336.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to award the contract for the 2006 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation project to Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal, Inc for $101,302.25.  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to acknowledge receipt of the bids for the 2006 Street and Utility project; Road Constructors, Inc., $1,415,387.50; Rochester Sand and Gravel, $1,436,020.51; A-1 Excavating, Inc., $1,553,495.75; Pember Companies, $1,645,482.50; McHugh Excavating, $1,647,070.20.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to award the contract for the 2006 Street and Utility project to Road Constructors, Inc. for $1,415,387.50.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Gambling Fund Donation 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the $1,000 donation from the Plainview Fire Relief Association gambling funds (to be used for a meth speaker for DARE).  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

City Administrator Steven Robertson mentioned that the City had been approached by a citizen for horseshoe pits.  It had been suggested that they be at the tennis courts where the skateboard park might have been. City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that about four weeks ago he had contacted Sara Grover and the two she had been in contact with to see if there was still any interest in the skateboard park.   He had not heard back from any of the parties.  Councilmember Pederson indicated that he understood that it would not cost the City anything as the horseshoe group would pay for the pits.  

The school contract is ready and will be in the next Council packet.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked if it was City management policy or State rules for when the Municipal Liquor store had last call and closed its doors.  Staff will research this issue.  Councilmember Sawyer asked if there was something in the City’s ordinances regarding when grass needs to be added to lots.  His concern was of a house built several years ago which as of yet had no yard and there was a concern for the run-off.  City Engineer Bill Angerman stated that according to the NPDES permit issued to the developer, that the responsibility for the yard would likely still rest with the developer until the yard was in.  Staff will research this issue.

Councilmember Pederson asked if parts of the Inflow and Infiltration article included in the last packet could go into a future City Corner.  Councilmember Pederson mentioned that he would be attending the Southern Minnesota Initiative Fund gathering on Wednesday to which Mayor Weaver added that he would be attending also.  Councilmember Pederson asked if City Departments would be participating in the Wabasha County Family Services Health and Safety Program.  Fire, Public Works, Police and Ambulance will be participating.       

Councilmember Peterson stated that he had met last Friday evening with Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer and Councilmember Pederson regarding scheduling issues for call hours for the Ambulance Department.  Eric Sawyer explained that over the last six months many of those able to take daytime call hours had taken jobs elsewhere and that Plainview employers were less willing to allow ambulance volunteers to be out several hours on call.  He suggested hiring 3 part time staff.  This would cover 771, as he does not staff for 772 (the second ambulance).  The estimated cost for the remaining eight months would be $26,314 and added that he would open the position to current staff.  He suggested raising rates or using fund balance to cover the increase in budget.  City Administrator Steven Robertson asked if there were other opportunities to address the issue other than adding part-time staffing, adding that the Council should take time to consider this as other department heads have asked for additional staff in the past and had not been given additional staff.  Councilmember Sawyer commented that if other departments have staff they continue with operations unlike the ambulance department which could lose its license if not properly staffed.  Councilmember Pederson suggested that the issue go to the ambulance advisory board.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to hire three EMT’s at the rate of $9.67 and increase the 2006 budget $26,314 for the purpose of staffing daytime call hours for the Ambulance Department.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson, Sawyer.  Voting against: Weaver, Eversman.

Ron Partridge, Ambulance Advisory Board member, asked how long it might take to hire.  Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer stated that four people had approached him already.  He added that he might ask for a special Council meeting to approve the hire of the individuals once the hiring process is complete.  When asked about assistant directors, Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer stated that if an assistant were hired as one of the part-time staff, they would lose the stipend.  He has job descriptions drawn up for the part-time position with responsibilities for the individuals while they are not on call, and he stated that if the ambulance volunteer roster fills up and one of the part-timer leaves, then that part-time position would not be filled.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked if, in light the State of Minnesota’s encouragement of shared jurisdictions, there was any jurisdiction with which Plainview might pursue an ambulance department. Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer stated that the County had looked at such issues as many other states have county-based ambulance services.  Mayor Weaver suggested staff look at bringing Gold Cross in as the City’s ambulance service. 

Mayor Neil Weaver commented that in meeting with David Doane on behalf of the EDA in pursuing a option to buy agreement, David Doane indicated he can’t give the option because he doesn’t own the land and he needs more time to get the title in his name since, at the moment, Doane Grain owns some of the property and his sons own some of the property.  In addition, David Doane did not mention a turn lane. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Thank you from Goergen.

Letter from EDA Coordinator to Doane regarding JOBZ and other financing options.

Letter from MN House of Representatives regarding support for Clean Water Legacy Act.

Faith Walk flyer.

Comparison of water, sewer and taxes.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Emergency meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 5, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, and Richard Sawyer

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman and lee Peterson

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the gambling permit for Upper Whitewater Ducks Unlimited.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 11:02 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special and regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 10, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Michael L. Burgdorf, Bill Angerman, Tim Hruska, Fred Heaser, Don DeVaughn, Rich Klees, S Hopery(?), Brandon Tice, Jennifer Engel, Tracy Gulbranson, Karl J Wirst, Darold Heddlesten, Mike Hutchison, Lynn Brummer, Barb Funke, Linda Glover, Adam J Wiley, Troy Klindworth, Becky Huckleberry, Sharon Evers, Jessica Rinn, Mark Griffith, Lisa McCabe, Kyle Konkel, Michael W Gause, Marian Burgdorf, Nancy Finne, Val Schmidt, Randy Doughty, Ron Partridge

BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION

Donna Gabor from the Wabasha County Assessor’s office opened the hearing noting that the purpose was not to discuss taxes, utilities, or roads, but to discuss valuations of properties.  

John Jacobs, parcel #26.01236.00, last year had requested a decrease but had been told he didn’t have enough specifics to be granted the decrease in valuation.  He shared comparative sales prices he had gathered.  Donna Gabor indicated that the increase in valuations across the board were 3% to 8% and that Plainview had good sales histories for the past year.  John Jacobs expressed his concern that he knows of some people with improvements and the county did their valuation by phone.  Donna Gabor responded that she goes by building permits and needs to visit the site, and then if the people don’t call back for a visit, they go by information over the phone.  John Jacobs asked for the Board’s consideration in lowering the valuation on his property.   

Cassie Harrington, on behalf of First National Bank, requested a decrease in valuation for the Teft House, parcel # 26.00421.03.  She said the tax was $7,000 compared to other big houses.  There is no garage and no yard but it does have several bathrooms.  Donna Gabor noted that it is classified as commercial, not residential, because it’s rented out and it’s not an apartment building.  Loren Benz, Wabasha County assessor, added that he thought they could change it back to homesteaded even though it wouldn’t change the taxes for this year.

Jenny Schumacher, parcel #26.00696.00, shared the history of this rental property noting that when it was being sold, it listed at $107,000 to $117,000 but sold at $98,000 claiming that was proof the market valuation of  $118,100 was too high.  She has a copy of appraisals and a certificate of real estate value.  

Donna Gabor shared a few requests for lower valuations on behalf of the County.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to reduce the valuation of parcel #26.00895.00 from $154,500 to $141,400 (Frein- a portion of the living area was really a garage).  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to reduce the valuation of parcel #26.01275.00 from $179,800 to $173,700 (Clark- quality lowered by ½ point).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.00061.03 from $181,200 to $171,900 (Pretzer).  Motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.00467.00 from $175,800 to $158,800 (O’Connor- quality of interior).  Motion passed unanimously.  

Donna Gabor explained to the Board that part of Jacobs’ home has vaulted ceilings and quality-wise, there’s extra.  Eversman noted that his home has more square footage than those comparisons he brought forward.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to leave the valuation for parcel #26.01236.00 unchanged.  Motion passed unanimously.

Donna Gabor indicated that the Teft House could be changed to homesteaded for 2007.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to change the class code to residential-non-homestead with no change to the valuation for parcel # 26.00421.03.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Pederson, Peterson, Eversman.  Voting against: Sawyer.  

Donna Gabor indicated she would visit the Schumacher property.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to leave the valuation for parcel # 26.00696.00 unchanged.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Don DeVaughn, parcel # 26.00872.00 stated that his home was built in 1972 and that he had since added on a garage and a sunroom and requested substantiation for the increase in valuation over and above.  Donna Gabor indicated that she had been in the home and that there was a lot of living area and there was new construction, but she suggested visiting the property again.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to leave the valuation of parcel # 26.00872.00 unchanged to allow Donna Gabor and Don DeVaughn to meet and review the property and other properties and then come back in two weeks.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to recess the Board of Appeals and Equalization to 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 24, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Board recessed at 7:14 p.m.

Mayor Weaver called the Regular Council meeting to order at 7:18 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilmember Sawyer asked if Council was going to add H under Unfinished Business “Home Occupation in Garage” to the agenda and if it went through Planning Commission. City Administrator Steven Robertson said that it was not added to the agenda and is being added to the City Code so once the City Code’s adopted then it’ll be part of the process.  Councilmember Sawyer asked what the change was.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that since Planning didn’t like the current home occupation they felt it was not proper to start enforcing it now especially since they wanted to amend it.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that when this building was put in about 15 years ago, at that time Planning didn’t pass it and City Council did pass it and that you have to own that home to be able to have something in that garage, you have to use it yourself.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that Planning Commission wanted to wait until Council adopted new home occupation rules.  Councilmember Sawyer wanted to know why the code was going to be changed at this stage of the game when three people from the city have been through that code and the Council sat here for four or five hours on a Saturday going through the code.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that the City Code Committee was not asked to review the Land Management Ordinances of which the Home Occupation rules are a part of. There was some discussion as to City Code being a law and if the law were broken, then what was the proper response.  Fred Heaser stated that if there’s a violation, you don’t go back and patch up the code, it should go to Council because the law’s been broken.  He received a notice rather quickly – a letter stating that this was the ordinance, period, and doesn’t understand why there’d be a delay.  There was additional discussion as to proper response to violations of current ordinances and actions that should be taken while the current code is in place with respect to this issue.  Ordinances should be equal to all residents and wording shouldn’t be changed for a few.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked how many other changes were made to the Land Management Ordinance by the Planning Commission and suggested that since the suggested changes had not been brought to City Council that they be addressed at the next City Council meeting to be approved by the Council before the public comment period. City Administrator Steven Robertson felt there were some changes needed to improve upon the code. City Attorney Tom Canan said the Council could write a citation to pursue enforcement, or could pursue a civil lawsuit. Council could consider holding off.  Councilmember Sawyer noted the traffic concerns and counts which have increased since the new business occupied the structure.  City Administrator Steven Robertson said the City Code is still in effect until the new code is adopted. City Attorney Tom Canan offered as an interim step to send a letter pointing out that they’re in violation of City Code asking  them to comply otherwise additional sanctions will be considered.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to add the issue of the home occupation in violation of City Code to the agenda, #H under Unfinished Business. Motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda as amended. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes-   March 27, 2006, April 5, 2006

Building Permits- 5 

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 gambling permit for St Joachim’s

Bills- $360,614.37

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit for a Semi-Public Use

The Planning Commission had considered parking issues and felt that the parking could be behind the church and recommended approval without conditions.  Council recommended that CMS visit the site for compliance with fire and building codes.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to table the issue for two weeks with CMS to report  back as to compliance with building and fire codes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Conditional Use Permit for a Home Occupation Bed and Breakfast in an R1 District
MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table the request until May 8, 2006 at the request of the applicant.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Code Public Review

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to hold public comment period for the proposed city code from April 11, 2006 to May 22, 2006 with adoption to be May 22, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Jennifer Engel commented regarding Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer and that there were other relationships with people on the crew and questioned why it was an issue and that she was in support of Eric.   

Michael Gause stated that with respect to hiring permanent or part-time EMT’s that it was the right step for patient care and community care and for Plainview to be a pioneer in this matter.

Assistant Ambulance Director Nancy Finne asked Council if anyone knew whom she was dating.  Councilmembers individually stated that they did not know.

Valerie Schmidt indicated that she doesn’t hide how she felt about issues.  As a volunteer director, she knows how it ran.  She had a hard time understanding hiring two assistant directors and a hard time understanding mandatory weekends which meant every fifth weekend, or she had to find someone to fill in, but there used to be 40 on the crew and now there’s 25, and she questioned why they’re losing so many.  She added that the crew has to deal with an attitude of “this is how I’m running the service” and doesn’t feel crew is listened to.

Adam Wiley said that he’s worked on a lot of different services and problems always exist in EMS wherever you go, whether volunteer or paid.  There are good things here in Plainview and there’s motivation.  The roster is low, but then everyone is SE Minnesota is low.

Linda Glover stated that she also works for Altura and works for Wabasha Public Health here in Plainview.  Her concern is that she works Tuesdays and Thursdays here and that putting in 24 to 39 hours on a weekend is a lot to be gone from home.  Altura had the same problem but they actively recruited and she suggests that Plainview go out and look for recruits, but there has to be a reason why the service has lost its people.

Sharon Evers said she’d been on the service since 2002 and has seen two directors.  She’s very happy and she loves it.  She added that Eric’s door is always open and Eric’s a good guy.

Karl Wurst stated that Eric is out trying to recruit.  He (Karl) was here back in the ‘80’s and Eric was one of the reasons he came back.

Lisa McCabe stated that she’d been on the service since 2002 and came to show support for Eric and was very happy to be on the crew.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Proposed Inflow and Infiltration Program

City Engineer Bill Angerman proposed a sump pump and service line program jointly.  The problems might also be attributed to footing drains. The sump pump program would entail meetings, notices, visits to each home and checking for a sump pump.  The property could be served a violation with 30 days to correct.  It may cost a few hundred dollars to correct. This would be the cheaper fix.  Footing drains will be inspected at the same time.  It was common in the ‘50’s and even through the ‘70’s or ‘80’s to just tie the footing drains to the sanitary sewer directly.  This connection will be checked.  This fix is not easy and can be fairly costly ($1,000 to $3,000).  Staff felt all problems should be tackled at one time.  If these problems are addressed, it will not eliminate a need for sewer expansion now, but it will expand capacity for the future and will extend the life of the system.  People aren’t going to like it and it might be expensive.   

City Engineer Bill Angerman explained that the second document is the agreement for the services.  WHKS would schedule and do the inspections and do reinspections.  They anticipate about 15% reinspection.  The agreement states that the City would be liable if their camera got stuck.  Councilmember Pederson asked that with the $70,500, what would it be costing all of us, and then would there be any cost savings at the sanitary plant.  Bill Angerman explained that it would not save money in operations but would help with sewer backups and for future sanitary sewer expansions.  The Sanitary plant usage is 95% for Plainview and 5% for Elgin but that it would still cost the same to operate the plant.  He added that flow per day should be 100 gallons per day average per resident.  Plainview’s average flow is 212 gallons per day and Elgin’s is just under the 100 gallons per day.  Valerie Schmidt asked if there was no sump pump, would WHKS still need to enter the home.  Bill Angerman answered that yes they would because they have to treat everyone fairly and consistently, adding that beaver drains are illegal.  Adam Wiley asked how many have sump pumps to which Mayor Weaver responded that he believed most did because Plainview’s water table is so high.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the inflow and infiltration program using sewer funds with no increase to rates from the I and I program and to approve the contract with WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Pool Repair/Refit

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf indicated that since the last meeting the Health Department did not approve of the material that would be used in the proposed linings.  He proposed instead to recement and recaulk the small pool and seal the cracks in the large pool.  The ramp has been ordered and someone is raising money for a slide.

MOTION:  Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve repairs to pool, replacing previous motion to line the pools, as per the recommendation by the Public Works Director, at recementing and recaulking the small pool for $5,346 and to seal the cracks in the large pool for $1,051.25 with a two-year warranty for the small pool.  Motion passed unanimously.

2006 Brush Renewal Contract

The contracts are not yet available and the same two parties are interested.  Staff will look into just one contract.

2006 City/School Contract for Eckstein Field

City will now mow the fields for baseball.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the contracts with the current school district and the new school district for the use of Eckstein field.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water Disconnection

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the disconnection, and certification to the County if necessary, of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Liquor Store Contract for Corn on the Cob Band
City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that Council last year had allowed the band contract with no insurance stating that a band contract for 2006 had to have insurance.  The proposed band for 2006 has no insurance.  Mayor Weaver suggested contacting the Lions.  City Attorney Tom Canan thought the insurance would fall to whomever the band had a contract with.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the band contract for corn-on-the-cob,

acknowledging that the band had no insurance coverage.  Motion passed unanimously.

Clean Water Legacy Act Resolution
Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson, voicing continued support for the possibility of grants for the sanitary sewer plant through the Clean Water Legacy Act, proposed adoption of the resolution.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Resolution #06-07 supporting the Clean Water Legacy Act.  Motion passed unanimously.

Home Occupation and BDS

Councilmember Sawyer stated that the violation’s been out there for three months and we should do something about it.  He stated that he believed that the City Council made it quite clear  the property should be used by the person who lived in the house.  Councilmembers Sawyer and Peterson felt they shouldn’t be fined but they should just stop.   There was additional discussion about the ordinance and followup action. City Attorney Tom Canan concurred that renting out the home was stretching the home occupation too far.   

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second for City Attorney to draft a letter requesting compliance within 30 days.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Closed Meeting to Discuss Personnel Issue

The meeting was closed at 8:38 p.m.

Meeting reopened at 10:10 p.m.

City Attorney Tom Canan summarized that in closed session the issue was whether or not to discipline Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer. Motion was made and seconded to pursue termination of Eric.  Motion passed.  Eric will get a notice from the City Attorney regarding his right to a termination hearing pursuant to the City’s personnel policy.  He is suspended with pay pending the termination hearing.  If Eric has personal items at the Ambulance building, he can reclaim it with Police Department escort.  City Council also considered whether to take disciplinary action against Nathan Fillback.  City Council motioned and seconded to terminate Nathan Fillback, the motion passed, so Nathan has also been recommended for termination.   The information is that Nathan had already resigned.  If he has not resigned, then he has the same rights as Eric and is subject to the same limitations concerning returning for retrieval of personal property pending formal termination hearing.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to appoint Julie Jurgenson as Interim Ambulance Director effective immediately.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson, Eversman.  Abstaining: Sawyer.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to table other ambulance issues until such time as there is a full-time ambulance director.  Motion passed. Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson, Eversman.  Abstaining: Sawyer.

The meeting was closed at 10:14 p.m.

Meeting reopened at 10:18 p.m.

The City Council determined that Officer Breuske would come back on the police force full-time.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman expressed the need to address the same personnel policy issue with another employee.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to pay the Interim Ambulance Director $800 per week.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Pederson proposed thanking volunteers for the city and ambulance and fire volunteers.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked if there was a home occupation permit for the business at 420 2nd Av NW.  Staff will follow up with this issue.

Councilmember Sawyer asked about Ambulance instructors paying for classes.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested putting something in writing by the instructors saying they acknowledge that if the City pays for the classes for them then they’ve got an obligation to teach these courses and it should be consistent across the board.  He had told Eric he had two choices; either that Brandon Tice needs to teach the class and not talk disparagingly, or the City writes it off as a bad debt. Staff will follow up with this issue.

Councilmember Pederson asked if the City had heard from the skateboard parties.  He will get back to the horseshoe group.

MOTION: Eversman moved, Peterson second to accept the resignations of Dan McKay from the Ambulance Department effective March 30,2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from Minnesota Department of Health regarding annual Drinking Water Report.

Copy of letter from Sanitary District to Troy Werner regarding wash bay for livestock transportation.

Results of Sesquicentennial writing contest.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Eversman moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 17, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Lee Peterson, Jim Pederson, and Cindy Eversman (arrived 6:43 pm)

Council Absent – Richard Sawyer

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Absent

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Julie Jurgenson and Randy Doughty

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Tracy Mattson-Gulbranson as Interim Assistant Ambulance Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

It was noted by City Administrator Robertson that Tracy Mattson-Gulbranson would replace the position formerly filled by Nancy Finne.  This position has a monthly stipend of $200.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to accept the resignations of Nancy Finne, Ashley Finne, and Jamie Mussel, effective April 11, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Robertson stated that he received an email from Nathan Fillback on Tuesday, April 11, 2006, at 3:00 pm stating that he has resigned from the Ambulance Service as of April 10, 2006.  City Administrator Robertson also stated that he received a faxed letter from Michael Dewar, the EMS Program Director at RCTC.  In his letter, Mr. Dewar states that RCTC is willing to work with Nathan Fillback in order to place him in a future RCTC paramedic class.  This would allow Mr. Fillback to pursue his education, while also allowing the City to maintain control of who enters the Ambulance Facility.  It was generally agreed by members of the City Council present that they would allow Nathan Fillback to resign, but it would be in the best interests of the City if he was not allowed to enter the building.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept the resignation of Nathan Fillback, effective April 10, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to pursue a written contract with RCTC for the use of the Ambulance Facility for their paramedic classes.  Motion passed unanimously.

It was noted by City Administrator Robertson that unless the City Council changes the conditions of Nathan Fillback’s separation established at the March 10, 2006, City Council meeting, that Mr. Fillback is still not allowed in the building.  It was generally agreed by the members of the City Council present that there was no need to revise the standing motion other than to allow Mr. Fillback to resign instead of terminating him.  Mr. Fillback is still not allowed to enter the Ambulance Facility.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilperson Eversman entered the Council Chambers.  City Administrator Robertson briefly summarized the Council’s motions.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Steven Robertson, Acting Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order April 24, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Bob Carter, Darold Heddlesten, Don DeVaughn, Michael L Burgdorf, Chad Jensen, Linda Bateman, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION

Mayor Neil Weaver opened the recessed Board of Appeal and Equalization. 

Don DeVaughn reviewed his concerns for the valuation of his property citing various characteristics of his property and asking about comparative home sales. Donna Gabor from the Wabasha County Assessor’s office stated that she and another assessor had visited the property and based on their findings recommended the valuation be lowered from $279,800 to $254,100.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to lower the valuation of parcel #26.00872.00 from $279,800 to $254,100 (DeVaughn).  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Sawyer, Pederson, Peterson, Eversman.  Abstaining: Weaver. 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to close the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  Motion passed unanimously.

Board of Appeal and Equalization closed at 7:21 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes-  April 10, 2006 and April 17, 2006

Building Permits-  4

Other Licenses/Permits-  2 dance permits

Bills- $252,105.46

Department Head Reports-  None

Boards- None

Communications Site Lease- From Great Western to Alltel

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit Request for Semi-Public Use
At the last City Council meeting, it had been directed that CMS inspect the property for compliance to building and fire code.  CMS was not able to inspect the property before the meeting.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to extend the 60-day rule for the conditional use permit request an additional 60 days to allow for the inspection.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

New Hires for the Ambulance Department

Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern of employees rehired when their history was of starting and quitting the service several times and of the hiring of an employee who had quit on a Friday night in the middle of a shift.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the rehire of Michael Zarling, Brian Gilmore, Eric Albrecht, and Cheryl Eversman pending the required positive results from required background checks and drug tests. Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Park and Recreation Department 

Councilmember Sawyer expressed his concern that one of those hired can perform the necessary and required tasks.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of public works and park and recreation employees pending positive results from the required or necessary background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Jail Support Resolution

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve Resolution #06-08 in support of the Wabasha County Jail build option.  Motion passed unanimously.

Audit Presentation Schedule

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve a work session for the audit presentation at 6:15 p.m. on Monday, May 8, 2006.  Motion passes unanimously.

2006 Brush Contract Renewal

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the contracts for both compost/brush sites with Moraths and Midway Motocross.  Motion passed unanimously.

Building Permit Question- Deposit

Peter Meyer and Ike Speedling had expressed their concerns to City staff with the required water and sewer deposits, and Ike Speedling also felt that the WAC and SAC fees should be the responsibility of the developer, not the builder (neither were present). City staff had been asked to look into deposit policies for other cities.  City Administrator Steven Robertson had found two other cities in the area which required a deposit: Kasson and Cannon Falls.  Councilmember Pederson felt the difference between the interest the city pays on the deposit compared to the interest to the builder was not a burden and did not warrant a change in the policy.  City Administrator Steven Robertson expressed his opinion on behalf of himself and the building permit department that he felt the deposit policy had resulted in getting a better response to the Certificate of Occupancy procedures.   

MOTION: Weaver moved, Sawyer second to leave water and sewer deposits as they are and to not address this issue for 2 years.  Motion passed unanimously.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman noted the item in the packet regarding Tim Schneider’s response to the City Attorney’s letter regarding the violation of City Code for a home occupation.  He had requested an additional 30 days.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to extend the compliance deadline from the letter to May 15, 2006.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Eversman, Pederson, Peterson.  Voting against: Sawyer.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked about his request from the previous council meeting where he asked if there was a home occupation permit for the business at 420 2nd Av NW.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the occupant had received a letter from the City Attorney and had called today requesting a permit application.

Councilmember Sawyer asked about a tabled ambulance item regarding instructors and their contacts.  It was noted that this item had been tabled until such time that a full-time ambulance director is in place.

Councilmember Sawyer asked if the City needs new quotes for the drainage project by the Wabasha Implement/Montgomery property.  Staff will get new quotes.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked the status of the Orchard Hills drainage project.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that a contract would be reviewed shortly by the City Engineer and that, as per Council previously-stated wishes, the project would be complete by the end of June or July.

Councilmember Peterson stated that the street signs look nice. It was noted that the yellow signs signify truck routes.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted the memo from Greenwood Agency stating that they did not require insurance from the band for Corn-on-the-Cob, and he added the City Attorney’s comments recommending insurance.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that the Council had already approved the band contract without insurance at their last council meeting.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that there will be a termination hearing as requested by the attorney retained by Eric Sawyer on Friday, May 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m., adding that this is an open hearing.

Mayor Weaver noted that a proclamation had been signed declaring April 28th as Volunteer Appreciation Day.  A notice will appear in the paper.  

The City Council generally supported the letter of city support for the Wabasha County Jail which will be forwarded to Wabasha County.

Mayor Weaver asked Liquor Department liaisons Councilmembers Sawyer and Eversman to meet with the Liquor Store manager to go over ways to improve operations. 

Bob Carter addressed the council expressing his concern, as he did last year, regarding the dumping of compost at the public works site and a possible recurrence of rats adding that such a site should be located outside of town.  Mayor Weaver stated that there was no other place to put it at this time.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second for staff to work on looking at parameters for opportunities for a site to relocate all of Public Works.  Motion passed unanimously.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter to Schneider and BDS Construction regarding home occupation violation.

Minnesota Department of Health Report on Plans for 2006 projects.

EMSRB Correction order for non-compliance in staffing requirements.

Fire Chief’s website information.

Citizen planner’s resource kit information.

Insurance memo.

Thank you letter from Plainview Area Community and Youth Center.

Suggested wording for home occupation ordinance.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 8, 2006 at 6:18 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Harold Schroeder, Fred Heaser, Don Kuschel, Mike Bubany, Ferman Lanning, Darold Heddlesten, Julie Jurgenson, Ike Speedling, Fran Grover, Alice Henderson, Mark Becker, Gary Groen 

2005 AUDIT SUMMARY

Gary Groen, City Auditor, reviewed the 2005 financial results. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- April 24, 2006

Building Permits- 7

Other Licenses/Permits- Popcorn Stand

Bills- $145,503.15

MOTION: Eversman moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the 2005 audit.  Motion passed unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Fred Heaser addressed the Council with his concerns for city code 311.7 regarding grass clippings in the compost pile noting that it had not been in the first working draft and wondered where it came from in the current draft.  He felt that May 15th to September 15th was the time when residents would most use the compost site with grass clippings, and he asked Council to remove the wording restricting grass clippings from May 15th to September 15th. Ferman Lanning agreed that it makes no sense.

Harold Schroeder addressed the Council with his concerns of street and utility repairs being added to water and sewer rates and felt they should be assessed against property owners.  

Don Kushel addressed the Council with his concern for the water billing policy regarding snowbirds.  He is in Texas in the winter and used no water or sewer yet he was billed.  Mike Bubany interjected that the City has fixed costs that must be paid whether the resident uses them or not.   In addition, Don Kushel expressed his concern that water used for lawn watering and washing cars does not enter the sewer system and he asked why he had to pay sewer charges on that usage.  

Ike Speedling addressed the Council regarding his concern about the water and sewer deposits with new home building permits.  He felt the City should go after the people that straightline instead of charging the innocent.  He suggested also that the deposit might be charged to the plumbers and that maybe the plumbers should get a permit like they do in Rochester.    Councilmember Sawyer added that there are other benefits to using the deposits as it ties into occupancy permits which are required before anyone occupies the structure.

Harold Schroeder asked about the sump pump program.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that there will be an Open House on May 25th at 7:00 p.m. He added that when the program starts, the engineers will call each person and arrange on-site inspections.  

Fran Grover suggested the City welcome newcomers and anyone applying for a permit which would mean they are improving their property.  He stated that those that apply for a permit are already facing a hardship and the City is compounding that by requiring building permits.  His concern was that he had been required to get a permit for a deck when all he was doing was replacing a few boards.     

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit #06-01 for a Semi-Public Use by Community Presbyterian Church

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve CUP #06-01 for semi-public use providing the applicant comply with the CMS recommendations relating to access.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council reviewed the findings of fact for the City Attorney.

OTHER BUSINESS

Municipal Criminal Attorney

Police Chief Randy Doughty indicated that he would probably ask the Wabasha County attorney to fill in until a replacement is made.  City Attorney Tom Canan said that he would let his association of attorneys know at their meeting Wednesday that the City is in search of a criminal attorney.  

Proposed School Resource Officer

The school board approved a cost share split of 75%/25% and the officer will be retained one year at a time.  City Attorney Tom Canan asked with the merger what happens when the officer is outside of the city.  Chief Doughty indicated that the officer will handle school business only.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the resource officer, with the City to pay 25% of the costs, and to hire a replacement to start approximately July 1, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Sewer Bond Recommendation

Mike Bubany, City Bond Consultant, reviewed the considerations with respect to the bond.  The size of the bond will be $475,000 and the term will be 15 years.  With respect to bond ratings, ratings are not as important as they used to be.  While there may be interest savings if the City is rated, this needs to be offset by the cost of acquiring the rating. Mike Bubany did not recommend a rating at this time.  With respect to selling the bond, there can be a better rate with a competitive sale, but a negotiated sale may save on issuance costs.  He recommends a local-placement negotiated sale.  When asked whether the bond could be paid with tax levy instead of incorporating it into water and sewer rates, Mike Bubany explained that it’s a question of self-sufficiency of enterprise funds and a question of burden and who’s going to pay.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to authorize Mike Bubany, City Bond Consultant, to negotiate on the City’s behalf in the bond issuance.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Sewer Rate Discussion

Mike Bubany reviewed his spreadsheet estimating meter/base/capital charges and volumetric charges for the sewer in the advent of the new sewer debt and the sanitary sewer expansion and new costs to operate the plant after the expansion.  Various components were changed to determine how they might affect the rates.  Capital charges for PMP and Lakeside for the phosphorus expansion would be about $72,732.  Volumetric charges are estimated to increase approximately 13%.  Overall increase for most residents would be approximately 67%.

NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Jean Speedling and Elizabeth Littlefield for the ambulance department pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Park and Recreation Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Amy Kreofsky, Marissa Walkes, and Emily Deming pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that new employees, unless emplyed by the City within the last 12 months, will get a drug test and that all employees would get a background check. 

Liquor Store Equipment

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the expenditure of $3,000 for the Liquor Store for a dry oven funded by the UBF fund, pending approval by the Department Heads at their next meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Miscellaneous Updates

In response to Hoke’s letter, a second lane at the pool will be painted.  

With respect to the letter from Tim Schneider regarding the violation of city code with a home occupation, City Attorney Tom Canan suggested the revised wording for City Code which would clarify the definition of a home occupation.  He also suggested that it be for those living on site and that the structure cannot be rented out.  The Council generally concurred that there would be no change to their previous motion.  City Attorney Tom Canan will draft a letter saying that May 15th is still the date and the letter will indicate that because he is being compensated that would make it a “business.”  

Staff will contact Wabasha County regarding plans for the bird flu.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked Councilmember Sawyer to check with Wabasha County to make sure that new foods prepared with the dry oven at the Liquor Store would not require a different food permit.

City Administrator Steven Robertson reminded the Council that May 25th is the sump pump open house, that the meeting should be recessed to May 10th, that this weekend is Spring Cleanup and that there is a Red Cross Disaster-Preparedness class at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.

Fran Grover asked what happens if the cost is assessed is someone can’t pay for the sump pump violation and where the liability might be.  City Administrator Steven Robertson thought that they could take up to a year.  

Councilmember Eversman noted that the compost site is really messy.

Councilmember Sawyer asked how to reach the City Administrator on weekends.

Councilmember Pederson would really like to see a volunteer appreciation event.  He will find a task force.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter to Ambulance Advisory Board – meeting summary.

Letter to LeVan.

Spring Cleanup flyer.

LMC letter on purchasing plan.

LMC letter on board openings.

LMC letter on 2006 State of the Cities Report.

Who’s Who application.

1st Qtr 2006 income statement.

Information related to termination hearing and subsequent correspondence.

Letter from Hoke regarding the pool.

Post Bulletin article regarding bird flu.

RECESS

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to recess the meeting to May 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m..  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 10,  2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Steve Sawyer, Deanna Sawyer, Tami Sawyer, Deb Wolf, Chad Jensen, Mike Hutchinson, Lori Steffen, LaVerne Steffen, Lori Steffen, Ed Steffen, William Bruegger, Kathleen Steffen, Barb Stoltz, Raymond Brueske, Tracy Gulbranson, Lee Gulbranson, Nancy Decker, Lois Carter, Diane Speedling, Julie Jurgenson, Jen Engel, Valerie Eggler, Missi Hofer, Alice Henderson, Fran Grover, Lisa Hoekstra, Kathy Rohlik, Deb Miller 

Note: Items in parentheses were added for clarification or to further explain the comment.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Hearing-Termination

City Attorney Tom Canan opened the hearing.  He summarized that staff had alleged that the Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer had violated the personnel policy section 55 (romantic relationship between a supervisor and a subordinate).  The Council met on April 10th and, after considering facts, recommended that Mr Sawyer be terminated.  This triggered Eric’s right to a termination hearing (as provided by the personnel policy).  He clarified that this meeting would be open according to State Law, however, it is not a hearing open to public comment and no one is to speak unless they’ve been specifically asked to participate.  Councilmember Sawyer indicated that he will not participate or vote in the proceedings (as he is the father of Mr Sawyer).  City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized events that led to the conclusion that there had been a violation.  Police were called to a home in southwest Plainview because of a domestic disturbance which involved three members of the Ambulance service: Eric Sawyer, Nathan Fillback, and Jesse Quist.  During the interviews with the police officers (Plainview and Lake City), Nathan and Eric stated that they were in a romantic relationship.  Once the investigation by the police departments was completed and the County Attorney decided not to press criminal charges against any of the three persons, Steven Robertson contacted the City Attorney and then the Ambulance liaisons. The City Administrator and the Ambulance liaisons reviewed the police reports and determined that there was a likely violation of the personnel policy.  The Administrator had scheduled interviews with the liaisons and Nathan and Eric.  At the April 3 meeting with Nathan, he confirmed that there was a relationship.  Eric did not attend his meeting, and despite at least 3 requests from Steven Robertson, Eric never did attend a meeting with the Administrator and the liaisons.  Eric did attend a meting with Steven Robertson and City Attorney Tom Canan at 6:30 p.m. on April 10th.  Eric admitted that there was a relationship but that it ended months ago and that he didn’t know it was against the policy.  He was informed he could resign as Ambulance Director if he wanted to, but Eric refused stating he wanted the ability to seek legal action.  

The hearing proceeded with City Attorney Tom Canan and Eric’s Legal Representation George F. Restovich asking questions of the Ambulance Director, City Administrator and Council.    

Attorney George F. Restovich summarized that the decision was harsh, irrational and violates the City’s own policy.  He added that this was not a willful violation, he admitted that he did not know it and he did not do it knowing he was in violation, the relationship terminated six months prior to when the decision to terminate was made, and he has an excellent work record.  This is a violation that warrants no more that a written reprimand or a short suspension without pay.  George F Restovich concluded that based on his performance record and his established positive relationship with the Plainview community, other ambulance services, and the support shown by ambulance volunteers, that a decision by the City to allow him to remain as an employee of the city, as its ambulance director he would reward the City and its citizens many times over and for years to come.  

Tom Canan closed the evidence-taking portion of the meeting.  

Councilmember Pederson said that they do know for sure that there’s a big difference between  (Mr Sawyer’s situation and the situation of ) Ms Finne, (the former assistant Ambulance Director)  and her romantic relationship (with a subordinate on the Ambulance Department staff).  The situation there is that on Monday night she came in and asked each Councilmember if they knew who she was dating.  She went one-two-three-four and went around the room and everyone said no.  She walked out of the room and the next day she resigned.   There was no time to make the effort to terminate or suspend so that shouldn’t even be considered that we’d treat them differently.  Councilmember Pederson added that Eric signed the personnel policy April 2, 2003, he’s an adult, he’s a responsible person, and the romantic relationship did take place after he signed it and while he was the director.  Somewhere along the line we have to say he signed that, he’s an adult and has to take responsibility for his own actions and he said at one of our meetings that he never signed it until the administrator produced his signature and then he said well then he must have signed it but I never read it.  As a responsible adult he should say I’m not going to sign this until I get a chance to read it, so he has to be held responsible for that.  He did say he read it and he understood it, in writing.  Councilmember Pederson added that he didn’t know exactly what took place on April 2, 2003, but he’s an adult, he signed it, and we have to assume he knew what he was doing.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second that termination of Ambulance Director Eric Sawyer be effective as of midnight of May 10, 2006 for violating #55 of the personnel policy manual.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Peterson, Pederson, Weaver.  Voting against: Eversman.  Abstaining: Sawyer.

City Attorney Tom Canan reviewed with Council the factors for just cause.  

With respect to did the employer give forewarning to the possible or probable disciplinary consequences, the Council believes they did give forewarning.  The Council finds that Steven Robertson asked repeatedly to meet to discuss the issue, Eric refused, Eric signed an acknowledgement that he got the policy, read it, failure to read the policy is no excuse, Eric knew that discipline was possible after an assault.  

With respect to the employer’s rule related to the orderly, efficient and safe conduct of the employer’s operations and the performance an employer might properly expect of an employee, the Council deemed (the policy prohibiting romantic relationships between supervisor and subordinates) was needed because of sexual harassment claim by prior director of the department and history of the Ambulance Department.   

With respect to the question if the employer, before administering discipline to the employee, made an effort to discover whether the employee did in fact violate an established practice, the Council determined that yes there was an investigation about whether the relationship existed by two different police departments. 

With respect to the question was the employer’s investigation conducted objectively, the Council determined that, at the request of the City Attorney, that the Lake City Police Department be called to avoid any conflict of interest, and the Council was satisfied that the Lake City Police Department report was objective. 

With respect to whether substantial and compelling evidence or proof was obtained that the employee was guilty as charged, the Council determined that the Council got substantial and compelling evidence that the policy was violated in the absence of a decision to prosecute by the County attorney’s office.  

With respect to whether the employer applied its rules, orders, and penalties evenhandedly and without discrimination to all employees, the Council determined that the Council would have proceeded the same way had they had the opportunity, if Nancy White-Finne (and the other ambulance crewmember with whom she had apparently had a romantic relationship with) had not resigned.

With respect to if the degree of discipline administered, in this particular case, related to the seriousness of the employee’s proven offense and the past record of the employee, the Council determined that with the employee’s proven actions that this is very serious and Councilmember Pederson added that it has the potential of being very serious and the appearance of favoritism or discrimination, even if it does not occur, if that manager is treating that employee differently is very serious. 

The Council is making a “yes” determination on all seven elements of just cause.  

The Council recessed at 9:10 p.m.

The Council reconvened at 9:17 p.m.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to advertise the position for Ambulance Director.  Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order May 22, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Dan Standinger, Al Sisson, Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Michael L Burgdorf, Rich Klees, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 8, 2006 and May 10, 2006

Building Permits- 6

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 temporary liquor licenses, 1 loudspeaker permit 

Bills- $111,276.08

Department Head Reports- Fire Department, Library

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Citizen Comment on Proposed City Code

Fred Heaser asked that City Code Section 311.7 regarding grass clipping restrictions be removed.  Darold Heddlesten reviewed his list of suggested changes.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested a change clarifying home occupation.  The Council suggested that wording be drafted for suggested changes. 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to remove the 311.7 section related to restrictions on grass clippings.  Motion passed unanimously. 

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he would submit proposed wording changes to be in the hands of the Council by Monday, June5th.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Al Sisson inquired as to the status of the maintenance of the Orchard Hills creek area.  The contract was sent about a week and a half ago to Peter Meyer. It should be complete by July 31, 2006.  If it isn’t the City will have its engineer help with finishing up the City’s share of the project.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Insurance

Dan Standinger presented the City’s 2006 Insurance Policy.  He reviewed the changes from last year which primarily consisted of increase in appraisal value for a few city buildings.  He would be interested in the progress of the sewer work when the entire city is about half finished, as it may impact whether or not the city can have sewer backup coverage.  He concluded by stating that he needs a motion from the City Council if they do not want to waive the statutory tort liability limits.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second not to waive the statutory tort liability limits.  Motion passed unanimously.

Planning Commission Vacancy

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to appoint Todd Graves to the Planning Commission, term to expire December 31, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

RV Park

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to allow the EDA use of the city parkland for an RV park.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Peterson, Weaver, Eversman.  Voting against: Sawyer.

Open Burning in Plainview

Generally, the council agreed that they would not start issuing burning permits within City limits.  

Ambulance Resignation

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the resignation of Jean Speeding from the Ambulance Department effective immediately.  Motion passed unanimously.

Miscellaneous

The cell tower will be started soon.

The city has put its name in to be considered for the bulldozing/art project.  City Attorney Tom Canan recommended determining whether asbestos was an issue.

The 2006 street and utility projects should begin in June.  Staff is waiting to hear the specific start date from the contractor.

The Drinking Water Revolving Fund Loan is still in process.

The school has expressed an interest in becoming owners of Eckstein Field.

The Sump Pump Open House is Thursday, May 25, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

The Council will consider the request for sponsoring debt by the YMCA once it’s determined how it may affect the City’s debt limit.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Election Equipment Contract with School

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the election equipment contract with the school district.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Sawyer suggested considering the citizen’s letter regarding water/sewer deposits.

Fire Chief Rich Klees wondered if the new ordinance covered smoke from fires.  It was suggested to incorporate the phrase “for the health and welfare…….”.

Councilmember Sawyer asked if the proposed compliance date of June 18th of BDS from the resident’s residential structure was appropriate.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second for the City Attorney to write a letter to the property owner acknowledging receipt of the letter from BDS adding that if they are not out by the stated date of June 18, then it will be considered a misdemeanor.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted 1) that house numbering has gone well and there are a few to follow up with and that staff will have to follow up annually with new properties and properties between owners; 2) that the banks are very interested in the city’s pandemic plan when it gets one, 3) that June 1st, Donavon Timm will have been with the city for 35 years.  Councilmember Pederson will ask Emergency Management Director Mike Lyons where he is with the pandemic plan. She asked Councilmembers Eversman and Peterson how Spring Cleanup went.  Both indicated that it went well and Councilmember Peterson suggested getting crushed rock as it’s very muddy when it’s wet.    

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that staff is looking at 5 sites for a public works building.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson added that he has copies of the water quality reports from three other cities in case anyone would like to compare to Plainview’s water which, in his opinion, has good quality.

Councilmember Eversman asked about the repair of a broken street light.  She was directed to Alliant Energy.

Councilmember Sawyer asked if the house at 247 and 42 needed cleanup of their grass.  Councilmember Peterson asked if there were any changes to the ordinance to strengthen clean up and maintenance of properties.  City Administrator Steven Robertson clarified that “blighted” means the building doesn’t meet building code and does not mean that it’s simply ugly.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked if someone buys an older home in Plainview if they need so many permits.  

Councilmember Pederson asked if Donavon Timm was eligible for PERA.  He is not as he is part time for a few hours a month.  

Councilmember Pederson added that he will contact Emergency Management Director Mike Lyons and will contact Judy Baxter at Wabasha County regarding the bird flu.  He has heard that the bird flu may hit America in September and October and wants the city to be on top of it.

Councilmember Pederson is still working on a task force for volunteer appreciation and will put out posters asking for volunteers.

Mayor Weaver suggested a recess to the meeting in case more than two councilmembers appeared for the sump pump open house.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Permit from MPCA for 2006 Street and Utility Projects.

Plainview Migrant Council Area Activity Report.

Weed letter to Hofschulte.

IIMC letter.

Ambulance Director position information.

MN Dept of Health bird flu information.

Watermain and sanitary sewer easement with Enterprise Partnership.

Temporary construction easement with Enterprise Partnership.

Watermain and sanitary sewer easement with Bruce Kreofsky and Sons.

Temporary construction easement with Bruce Kreofsky and Sons.

Public works site drawings .

Letter from BDS regarding home occupation- exit by June 18.

Letter from City Attorney to city regarding BDS letter.

RECESS

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to recess the meeting to Thursday night, May 25th at 7:00 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting recessed at 9:05 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m., May 25, 2006.  

In attendance at the Sump Pump open house was Mayor Weaver and Councilmembers Pederson and Peterson. 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Weaver second to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Darold Heddlesten, John Coon, Fran Grover, Mike Bubany, Jim Taubel, Brian Kilen.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda adding T.B. Billing and Council Discussion on Termination Benefits under New Business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- May 22, 2006

Building Permits- 0

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 wine license, 1 club liquor license, 5 loudspeaker permits, 2 dance permits 

Bills- $156,621.30

Department Head Reports- None 

Boards- None

Contracts- Alltell, Credit Card for Liquor Store, Brenda Schald contract

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Sawyer asked on the follow up to the School’s request for Eckstein Field.  There has been no further discussion with the school.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Review and Adopt Proposed Changes to City Code

Citizen and staff recommendations were reviewed.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second for the Police Department to purchase a decibel meter.  Motion passed unanimously.

Other discussion continued about a possible deposit for utility billing.  John Coon and Fran Grover, city landlords, were in attendance and were in support of the deposit.  City Attorney Tom Canan commented that the city can legally treat tenants differently than other users of the system.  Councilmember Eversman felt there shouldn’t be any changes to add a deposit and suggested it be tabled.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson commented that by State statute cities have the authority to certify to the county uncollected utility billings which makes the City different than other utility companies. She suggested that there was not a need for the deposits since with the current policy of water shutoffs, citizens paid their bills before shut off.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to collect a deposit from all residential tenants at a flat fee to be set by resolution.  Motion passed unanimously.

It was also discussed that the City will continue the practice of holding property owners responsible for unpaid water and sewer bills.

Council agreed that two references to quarterly billing in 402.16, not included in the summary list, will be stricken.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve Ordinance #06-01 amending the Plainview City Code of Ordinances as proposed.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sewer Bond Resolution

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adopt resolution #06-09 approving the sewer bond with Peoples State Bank and First National Bank.  Motion passed unanimously.

Rehire for Park and Recreation

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to rehire Bill Theisen at a wage of $10.70 per hour for Park and Recreation.  Motion passed unanimously.

Certification to County for Weed Invoices

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to certify to the County the weed invoices attached.  Motion passed unanimously.

Sesquicentennial Doll Display

MOTION: Peterson moved to display the dolls at Doane Grain, on loan, with a definitive contract and to pursue displaying the dolls permanently in the future.  Motion failed for lack of a second. 

Staff will also check with the county.  Staff will continue searching for the file containing  the appraised value of the dolls.

Wabasha County Jail Study

For information only.

NEW BUSINESS

Employee Exit Interviews

For information only.  Exit interviews will be conducted in a more timely manner in the future.

Potential Sites for Future Municipal Building

Staff will look into the Kurth Bus Building as a possible municipal building.

T.B. Screen Billing

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the payment of the T.B. billing for Adam Taylor.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council Discussion on Termination Benefits

City Attorney Tom Canan indicated there was support in the policy manual (p 32) for not paying termination benefits.  He wondered if the Council should make the determination case-specific.  It was felt that the Council should make the decision as to termination benefits and not the City Administrator.  The City Administrator stated that in the last eight years the City has only terminated two other people, neither of which received termination benefits. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to uphold the personnel policy and not pay the termination benefits of Eric Sawyer.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Eversman.  Abstaining: Sawyer.

Council tabled general discussion of termination benefits to a future date.  Mayor Weaver suggested holding a special meeting to review the personnel policy manual. 

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson mentioned the note of appreciation for the new horseshoe pits, the Sesquicentennial brochure and the need for volunteers, and the fact that last year the Council had asked for earlier information related to the 2007 budget, so the next packet will contain information asking council to decide on a cost of living increase, maintenance of effort for the library, overall possible increase to budgets, and capital equipment needs.  These were items council wanted first before making further decisions on the 2007 budget. 

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that complaints (written or verbal) from one citizen about another are not all public record and that the Council should be aware of that.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson added that they are public if made at a public meeting.  City Attorney Tom Canan added that real property-related complaints are not public.

City Attorney Tom Canan asked if the Police Chief had found a criminal attorney.  The Police Chief will be using the County Attorney until he finds a replacement.

Councilmember Eversman stated she had a leaflet about municipal buildings and manning a compost site. Public Works liaisons will contact staff regarding placement of gravel at the compost site at the Public Works Building.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second that insurance bids gathered in August be sealed and unopened until the Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Councilmember Sawyer inquired as to the status of the Orchard Hills Creek project and proposed no issuance of building permits until the work is complete.  City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that he felt the Council was on solid ground in withholding permits.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second that until the waterway is fixed and all other deficiencies are satisfied, no building permits will be issued in Orchard Hills 5 West.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Attorney Tom Canan will write a letter notifying Peter Meyer of the Council’s decision and will include a copy of the contract which remains as yet unsigned.

Councilmember Pederson had contacted the County and he and Mike Lyons will serve on the Hazard Disaster Committee.  Councilmember Peterson inquired as to the weeds on 8th St NE in Harvest Ridge. Mayor Weaver noted that he had received complaints about the proposed RV Park and a complaint about contractor hauling pipes on the Public Works lot.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Email note from Cheryl Nyman in appreciation of new horseshoe pits.

Letter to Hoke regarding pool lane.

US Labor statistic on inflation.

Four weed letters to Peter Meyer.

Weed letter to Cordova.

Weed letter to LeVan.

Weed letter to Simmons.

Weed letter to Three Rivers.

Nuisances letter to Litton Loan Service.

Nuisances letter to Liebenow.

WHKS letter to Meyer regarding erosion control.

Letter to Meyer regarding deficiencies and other issues.

Letter to Schneider regarding home occupation.

Letter from County regarding hazards plan.

Letter from Minnesota Revenue regarding no Sales Tax exemption at Sanitary District.

Information pertaining to PFA loan.

Letter to Mancilman regarding issues.

Preliminary utility and street construction schedule.

Ad from St Charles regarding sweeping of debris into city streets.

Letter from Plainview Migrant Council.

Preconstruction meeting notes.

League of Minnesota Cities article on Clean Water Legacy Act.

League of Minnesota Cities article on wastewater systems. 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order June 26, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Michael L Burgdorf, Julie Jurgenson, Elizabeth Littlefield, Mike Hutchinson, Fred Heaser, Bill Angerman, Darold Heddlesten, Troy Klindsworth, Alice Henderson, Nancy Decker, Marian Burgdorf, Judith Jordan, Alan Raygor, Cheryl Eversman 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- June 12, 2006

Building Permits- 14

Other Licenses/Permits- Temporary Liquor License- 1; Loudspeaker permits-2; Dance Permits-2; Cart permission and street closure for Sesquicentennial; request for use of Cemetery for cemetery walk.

Bills- $93,445.88

Department Head Reports- Fire

Boards- Library, Planning Commission

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit For a Bed and Breakfast

This had been brought to Planning Commission and had been tabled at City Council by applicant due to insurance requirements as per ordinances.  Now the insurance requirement has changed with the new ordinances.  Applicant is not planning on serving meals other than breakfast and only to her guests and is not planning on installing a commercial kitchen.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve Conditional Use Permit # 06-02 for a home occupation (Bed and Breakfast) for Judith Jordan.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council summarized their findings.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Alan Raygor requested required permits as needed for the Corn-on-the-Cob Days and City support for dumpsters and portapotties.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve permits as needed for Lions Club for Corn-on-the-Cob and approved $2,000 for dumpsters and portapotties.  Motion passed unanimously.

Alan Raygor asked for a loudspeaker permit and street closure for a private party for July 8.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the loudspeaker permit for July 8, 2006 until 11:00 p.m. and permitted closure of the public street between the Raygor residence to the Klees residence as long as proper paperwork is completed and no other obstacles.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Stormwater Drainage at Anastacia Estates

Bill Angerman from WHKS indicated that they had completed the drainage report and had submitted to MnDOT.  MnDOT will only provide materials in their right of way.  Basically, the pipe will be relocated off of the private property.  The benefit is that the pipe will be moved off of private property and the owner can build on it.  Cost would be $36,000 net to the city ($48,000 less $12,000 to be paid by property owner).

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve proceeding with the drainage project at Anastacia Estates.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Bill Angerman went on to say that since the project would be less than $50,000 that the City would not need a publicly advertised bid and would instead get at least three competitive quotations, but before any awarding of the project WHKS would bring it back to the Council.  

Bill Angerman gave an update on city projects.  Of the sump pumps inspected so far, about 15% are in violation and there are 9 potential footing drain violations.  The utility projects are coming along and the southwest overlay should be done.

Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund Resolutions (PFA Loan)

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Resolution #06-10 securing financing with the Public Finance Authority.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Gary Lehnertz for the Ambulance Service pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hiring of Susan Cook as Ambulance Director at $42,224 and if she does not accept then to offer the position to Lisa Pope, pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  If the second offer is not accepted, then the hiring process would start anew.  Motion passed unanimously.

It is believed Susan Cook could begin within four weeks and the Council generally agreed to give her two months to move to Plainview, yet to leave options open.  

Wellhead Protection Action Plan

The City Administrator and the Public Works Director will take action on the plan.  City Finance Director/City Clerk asked if there were any costs associated with implementing the plan to which the City Administrator stated that it was primarily staff time issues with some suggested possible cost sharing considerations with private citizens for water hookups.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the Wellhead Protection Plan dated 4/25/2006.  Motion passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

New Hire for the Police Department

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Kelly McMillin full time at Grade F  Step 1.5 effective July 2, 2006 (from part time).  Motion passed unanimously.

New Police Criminal Prosecuting Attorney

MOTION:    Peterson moved, Sawyer second to retain Karen England as City Criminal Attorney with the condition that the revised and amended contract be used.  Motion passed unanimously.

Preliminary Discussion 2007 Budget

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that Department Heads wanted direction from Council before preparing budgets as requested by Council for the July 10, 2006 Council meeting.  She explained that specific decisions by Council with respect to cost of living increases, capital improvement expenditures, desired tax levy increases, and overall budget increases drive the line-by-line budgets to be prepared by Department Heads.  Councilmembers had varying opinions on increases from 6%, to holding increases at 5%, to 5.8% for payroll and 3% increase for expenditures, to COLA increases only across the board, to stating that Department Heads should dictate what it is they need and bring it to the Council.  No decisions by Council were made on the four budgetary guideline questions proposed. Staff will find out if there are COLA statistics specifically for Southeastern Minnesota and estimates for taxes incorporating new home construction. 

Council scheduled a work session for Monday, July 31, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. Department Heads are to prepare their budgets (to City Hall by July 14) so that City Council will have budgets in hand by July 17.  Liaisons are to meet with their respective department heads the week of July 17 to July 22 to go over line by line the budgets.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson encouraged Council to ride in the Sesquicentennial parade, to partake of the activities, and thanked Council for volunteering.  She also asked for approval of a gambling donation from PADCO for the Sesquicentennial.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the donation to the City from gambling proceeds of PADCO.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that he will be out most of the rest of the week.

Councilmember Sawyer suggested revisiting getting a crossing guard for the pool.  He passed around the painting bid for the Library ($550).  Councilmember Sawyer also shared information he had received related to the Kurth Bus property as a potential site for a city facility.  

Councilmember Peterson thought the city should consider a second water tower.  Councilmember Peterson suggested the ordinance be changed to reflect a stricter guideline as to where funeral protesters can situate themselves during a military funeral.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter regarding EDA’s withdrawal of request for RV Park.

Hoke letter regarding no pool lap lanes.

MPCA letter regarding Sanitary Sewer District Permit.

Letter from MN Association of Small Cities.

League of Minnesota Cities Dues increase letter for 2007.

Letter of request for response from Plainview Area History Center.

Listing of delinquent utility bills/shut off letters.

Library painting bid.

Kurth Bus Service site information.

Letter of congratulations on Sesquicentennial from Governor Pawlenty.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman, Richard Sawyer

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Kathy Steffen, Pat Barnes, Fred Heaser, Bob Carter, Mike Campion, Madelyn Sisson, Marian Johnson

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda, adding G. Ambulance resignation, and H. Orchard Hills Creek. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes-  June 26, 2006

Building Permits- 13

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 dance permits, 1 loudspeaker permit 

Bills- $482,727.39

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Findings of Fact- Home Occupation (Bed and Breakfast) for J Jordan

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Mike Campion asked about the progress of the Orchard Hills Creek drainage.  City Administrator Steven Robertson responded that Peter Meyer had received in April 2005 the permit from Wabasha County Soil and Water Conservation which gave permission for him to dig it out and then restore it.  

Bob Carter asked what was happening at the city (Public Works) lot.  He is concerned about the aggregate dropped there and then moving it and handling it twice, about the noise with slamming and tailgate noise during snow removal, and sand runoff and suggested the city move its buildings like the County did.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second for staff to prepare a projection of sites and costs, prioritized, for a municipal building, to be presented for the second meeting in August.  Motion passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Water Disconnections

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the disconnection, and certification to the County if necessary, of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

New Hires for the Police Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Matt Bowron part-time at $13.11 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Fisk Acres Access Road

Mayor Weaver indicated that PADCO is interested in paving the easement just north of Fisk Acres.  PADCO would pay $10,000 and the city would pay $1,516.  Fred Heaser commented that it is not a public road, does not meet the standards for public right-of-way, noted that the county considers it not a road but a field entrance or field access, and asked what the liability to the city would be since the road is in the wrong spot.  He added that he feels the City shouldn’t be any part of it, suggesting that it be marked “closed to through traffic”.  City Administrator Steven Robertson asked if the County should be asked if it can be paved.  Fred Heaser noted that the clearance from the top of the hill is not enough.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to table this issue until staff can ask the County about the road and investigate other issues.  Motion passed unanimously.    

Building Code and Pools

The question had arisen if the city needs an ordinance for pools. City Attorney Tom Canan suggested possibly with respect to requiring fences.  In general, council was not interested in pursuing a pool ordinance at this time. 

Cost of Water at the Public Works Building

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to charge 2 cents per gallon for independent purchases of water.  Motion passed unanimously.

Unemployment Compensation

Eric Sawyer had appealed the decision by Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development to deny unemployment compensation to be paid by the City.  As a result of the hearing, the unemployment law judge felt that Eric Sawyer merited unemployment compensation.  The city has the opportunity to request a reconsideration of that decision.  City Administrator Steven Robertson was asking if the city should proceed with the request, suggesting that it would only require staff time for himself and the City Attorney.  City Attorney Tom Canan felt that the city’s decision to terminate is independent of the compensation issue and he felt that he and the City Administrator would have no additional information to present.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to request a reconsideration.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept the resignation of Eric Gensmer from the Ambulance Department, with a letter of thanks.  Motion passed unanimously.

Orchard Hills Creek

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized that the City had asked Peter Meyer to address the drainage problem in Orchard Hills and had asked if he would do the additional work for the City while he had the equipment there working on it, with the city to pay their share.  Peter Meyer has indicated that he didn’t agree to do it since it was not on his property.  The City Administrator indicated that at the time Peter Meyer had been approached about the issue since the City was between engineers, and that now the current city engineer could take care of it.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to have WHKS proceed with the project subject to the $10,000 limitation.    Motion passed unanimously.

Mike Campion asked about the creek and when it would be done and noted that just today, Peter Meyer had dammed up the creek and he was concerned about flooding.  Staff will call the County Soil and Water District and the MPCA about the issue on Tuesday.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Pederson asked about the parking situation at the school with the school consolidation.  Mayor Weaver said the school is working on it and will follow up.  

Councilmember Pederson suggested the City write a letter to the County requesting action and movement on the bird flu plan.

Councilmember Pederson asked staff to follow up on a case where a challenge to the state resulted in a city not needing to build a retention pond. 

Councilmember Peterson commented that he felt the Sesquicentennial was a great success and stated his desire for a more restrictive policy regarding protesters at military funerals.

City Attorney Tom Canan inquired as to the status of the City Code.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that Aquila had been bought by Minnesota Energy and if anyone was interested he had information.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson invited Council to participate in National Night Out activities on Tuesday, August 1.

Mayor Weaver thanked everyone for a job well done on the Sesquicentennial.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from Enventis Telecom on its certificate of authority.

Letter from Aquila on its assignment to Minnesota Energy Resources.

WHKS preconstruction conference notice.

Letter from new City criminal attorney on new contract.

Letter from Three Rivers to Steve Erwin concerning LeVan TIF.

Letter from Cindy Severson thanking those with planters.

St Charles public notice regarding easement restrictions.

KTTC news article regarding new water and sewer lines.

Letter from Tom Canan to Peter Meyer concerning permits and Orchard Hills Creek project.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 24, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present – Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors:  Tim Hruska, Rick Turri, Michael Burgdorf, Fred Heaser, Julie Jurgenson, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 10, 2006

Building Permits- None

Other Licenses/Permits- None 

Bills- $392,440.65

Department Head Reports- Fire, Library

Boards- Library

Contracts: Tom’s Cleaning, Elgin Ambulance

City Administrator Steven Robertson clarified that a signed contract was required by the EMSRB so the ambulance contract was signed by the two ambulance directors.  An updated contract will be brought to the next Council meeting.  There was discussion as to service coverage.  Elgin recently got a correction order from the State.  There will be some daytime coverage that Plainview Ambulance will need to provide to Elgin.  Julie Jurgenson explained that if Plainview Ambulance did not assist Elgin, Elgin would likely be shut down and most of Elgin’s coverage area would directly fall to Plainview Ambulance coverage, so it was in the City’s best interest to provide mutual aid and coverage.  Councilmember Sawyer expressed concern over coverage of Plainview PSA while Plainview is at an Elgin call.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the ambulance contract with Elgin.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Eversman, Pederson, Peterson.  Voting against: Sawyer.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the remaining consent agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
NEW BUSINESS

Proposed New Water Tower Feasibility Study

Tim Hruska from WHKS indicated that the feasibility study would include looking at proposed sites on city land, looking at possible water connections/mains to those sites to make sure they are adequate, looking at height of the tower, give rough estimates of the costs, and look at long-term planning, which would be a 20-year design for water capacity  (with a tower of a 75-year life expectancy).  The report will come in two months.  Councilmember Pederson felt that given State guidelines for water capacity that the City had no choice but to do this and felt there was no one on staff qualified to do the appropriate analysis.  

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the feasibility study for a new water tower and approve the contract with WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Pederson asked how big water towers can be.  Tim Hruska explained that they can be built as big as 1 million gallons but are normally 500,000 gallons or 750,000 gallons.  It was noted that the City’s current water tower was built in 1993 and has a capacity of 500,000 gallons.

Smoke Testing

Tim Hruska explained that this was follow up to the sump pump inspection to check for roof drains leading right into the sanitary sewer and to double check cross connections for city storm drains into the sanitary sewer.  He noted that a few residents might get smoke in the house, which means the plumbing is faulty.  The smoke is non-toxic.  This testing will be done in the fall in the dryer season and Public Works will provide one staff person to assist.  City Administrator Steven Robertson added that with this testing no one needs to enter the house because the smoke bombs are dropped in sewer manholes.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the smoke testing contract with WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked if this procedure and follow up with notices and fines was covered in the ordinance for sump pump inspections and asked if this meant the City might have some large repair bills for correcting any cross connections.  Tim Hruska stated that this was incorporated into the ordinance and that, yes, the city may have to repair any cross-connections. 

2006 Utility Construction Update

Tim Hruska indicated that the 1st and 2nd Avenue project was right on target but that the street overlay project had run into some difficulty resulting in higher costs.  To complete the original project would cost $40,000 to $50,000 additional dollars.  The City could pay the additional amount now, or not finish the entire project as originally scheduled.  Councilmember Sawyer and Mayor Weaver suggested that, with the high cost of bituminous (at $74 or more dollars compared to the $38.50/ton the city was currently locked in at), that the project should be completed using dollars from the 2007 street repair line item.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to finish the 1st, 2nd and 4th NW streets, expending an additional $40,000 to $50,000 as needed, amount to be deducted from the 2007 budget line item for street repair.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hire for Park and Recreation

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Emily Matuska part-time pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Fisk Acres Access Road Information

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that at Council’s direction from the last Council meeting that he had applied to the County to pave the access road.  The County responded that the applicant would need to be the property owner, so Mayor Weaver communicated with Mr. Liskow, who applied to the County.  The application was denied and the access road could not be paved.  Mayor Weaver will get more information on this for the August 14, 2006 meeting.

Plainview Elgin Sanitary Sewer District Debt Payment 

Rick Turri from the Plainview Elgin Sanitary Sewer District explained the cash flow issues with the new bond payment.  He explained that funds cannot be taken from other debt service funds because once there are removed, they can’t be put back.  One possibility would be to reclassify the Bond #2 payment as Bond #3 for 2 quarters, and then revert back to being called Bond #2 payments.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson commented that the Council would need to implement sewer rate increase by October 1, 2006 to cover the large increase in operations and maintenance and the new debt payment costs to the City and suggested meeting with Lakeside and Plainview Milk Products to get them on board with their new payments.  She added that it was a testament to the district’s fiscal management that they were able to keep replacement billings at $50,000 instead of $91,000 as recommended by their engineer, and that the District had additional funds to allow them to reclassify payments to manage cash flow without any additional cost to the City for the two quarters.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the reclassification of two quarters of Bond #2 to bond #3 as per the request of the Plainview Elgin Sanitary District.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Revised Water Rates for Independent Users

After some discussions about the history of the rates, Council took no action (water remains at 2 cents per gallon).  

Employee Background Check

Item tabled for further information.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson invited Council to participate in National Night Out on August 1st.  She asked for clarification and intention on the part of Council to the proposed utility billing deposits for non-owner occupants in residential property, specifically if the deposits were to be collected retroactively, or if they applied to new applicants.  Council indicated it applied to new applicants.  

She also mentioned that the packet included information from the financial results of the first two quarters of the year and encouraged liaisons to use the information when reviewing budgets, and also indicated that additional information she handed out related to the Sanitary Sewer district.  As she mentioned earlier, the City was facing a substantial increase in operations and maintenance and the first bond payment for Bond #3 in this fiscal year, fourth quarter 2006, and suggested a new sewer rate be in place by October 1, 2006.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that, at Council’s direction, he had found that COLA rates were available for metropolitan statistical areas (MSA) or for multi-state regions and they were not available for “rural” or for small towns.  He added that he had also followed up with the County Soil Conservation officer on the rock dam on Meyer’s property and that the County indicated that there are erosion control devices and Meyer is following the plan to the County’s satisfaction.  The City Administrator will also be meeting with the County officer and Bill Angerman on the Orchard Hills drainage repair.

Councilmember Eversman inquired as to a property with exposed piping concerned about a septic tank or other uses.  It was clarified that it is not a septic tank and that they are clean out pipes.

Councilmember Sawyer asked when the City Code would be available.  Council determined that three ordinance consideration items tabled would be brought up at the July 31st meeting, so the City Code will not be available until then.    Councilmember Sawyer also asked about the fireworks ordinance and suggested that police officers know the State rules.

 Mayor Weaver indicated that he had received complaints from individuals who did not want to allow access for the sump pump inspections and that it should be addressed at the next Council meeting when the City Attorney can be present.  Mayor Weaver was also concerned about the lack of mowing and maintenance at the house on Broadway and 42.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Letter from South Country Health Alliance grant for Ambulance.

Notice for next Migrant Council meeting.

Letter from State Demographer on current population estimate.

WHKS payment request letter.

Email from Tom Canan responding to Erwin’s letter about sump pump inspections.

2nd Quarter financial results.

MN DNR amendment of ground water permit.

National Night Out flyer.

Email from Steven Robertson regarding 7/24 Council.

Memo and packet form Finance Director/City Clerk regarding Sewer rates. 

RECESS

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to recess the meeting to Monday, July 31, 6:30 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting recessed at 8:25 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order July 31, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Darold Heddlesten, Chelsie Montgomery

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Dance Permit

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve a dance permit for the American Legion on August 5, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

2007 Budget

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that he included 2 COLA calculations at the request of Council- 2.8% (Minneapolis/ St Paul MSA CPI-U) and 3.1 % (Midwest region CPI-U).  He indicated that Council could consider freezing COLA, payscale steps, or conceivably, both but he would prefer the Council keep the payscale active and issue a COLA for 2007.  Councilmember Sawyer had checked with Elgin, Lake City, Wabasha and St Charles.  Wabasha is offering a COLA of 2.5%, St Charles is offering a COLA of 0%, and Lake City had not started their budgeting process yet.  Councilmember Sawyer had also inquired as to health insurance coverage by the other cities.  Councilmember Pederson stated that he felt that if the City pays 100%, then the employee takes no responsibility or concern and uses the benefit without regard to costs or impact on future insurance premiums.  City Administrator Steven Robertson commented that with a COLA all employees would get an increase.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson commented that she preferred both a COLA and preserving the payscale and why have a payscale if you’re not going to use it.

Councilmember Sawyer stated that he felt there should be a 2.8% COLA and freeze the payscale (no step increases allowed).  Councilmember Pederson felt that that there should be no COLA but to honor the steps.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to preserve the payscale and offer a 1% COLA.   Motion failed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Weaver.  Voting against: Peterson, Sawyer, Eversman.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to preserve the payscale/steps and there be no COLA increase.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Peterson, Eversman, Sawyer. Voting against: Weaver.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reviewed the budget she prepared including only a 5% increase and included no extraordinary operational requests other than the DARE officer decision already approved by council.  She added that LGA will be cut by about $17,000 for 2007 and summarized the overall tax levy implications.

Councilmember Sawyer stated that he felt the City couldn’t afford a big increase because, on top of the taxes, property owners will have to pay higher water and sewer rates.    Council generally agreed to a 3% increase.  

MOTION: Weaver moved, Peterson second to set the tax levy at $920,000 with bottom line increases to departments limited at 3%. Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver indicated that he and staff will be meeting with Lakeside Foods and Plainview Milk Products to discuss their share of the new bond at the Sanitary Sewer Plant and to discuss the possibility of paying off Bond #2.

Ordinance Tabled Items Discussion

City Administrator Steven Robertson reminded Council that there were two items that had been tabled from the previous ordinance discussions.  The first was the suggestion that cars keep off the street until the street sweeping is done.  The second was to require bus riders to park at the church.  He suggested that the City Council make changes and revisions to the City Code on an annual basis only, instead of reviewing ordinance changes every other meeting as has been the case on occasion in the past. 

After some discussion, it was determined that these suggestions would not be incorporated into the city ordinances.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Timothy Hruska, Darold Heddlesten, Michael L Burgdorf, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- July 24, 2006 and July 31, 2006

Building Permits- 29

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 loudspeaker permit, 4 dance permits, 1 tobacco license 

Bills- $204,501.34

Department Head Reports- Police, Library

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Sign Permit- Lake City Medical for Mayo Health System

Contracts- Amendment to declaration of protective covenants and building restrictions for LeVan Subdivision, Updated agreement between City of Elgin and City of Plainview regarding volunteer ambulance service

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

There was some discussion as to the ambulance coverage of Elgin.  Councilmember Sawyer was concerned for Plainview’s ambulance coverage.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested that maybe Elgin come up with a little extra money to pay for call coverage for a second ambulance. 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Darold Heddlesten asked if the new City Code was on the website.  The City Administrator answered that it was.  
NEW BUSINESS

New Hires for the Liquor Store

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the hire of Tara Bennett part-time at $7.63 per hour pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance Department 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the hire of Amber Posner pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Fire Department 

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to accept the resignation of Eric Irish from the Fire Department effective July 31, 2006. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Election Judges

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the list of election judges.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Storm Sewer Projects Update
The drainage project at Anastacia Estates came in at $56,895, with five total bids.  It was proposed to pay for the project from various sources.  Basically, the stream of revenues from the storm water fee will not be enough for the projects.  There was some discussion as to what the sources were as this was a storm sewer project and not a sewer fund enterprise project.  The City Auditor will be contacted with respect to this.    

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve going ahead with both the Orchard Hills Creek project and to approve the bid and go ahead with the Anastacia Estates drainage project.

Plainview Elgin Sanitary District Debt Payment Discussion

There are enough funds in the sewer fund to pay off bond number #2 (and the amounts reclassified to #3 from last meeting). Lakeside and PMP will have until September 30, 2006 to decide.  Mayor Weaver explained the benefits of making the payment and added that by doing so the sewer rate increase would overall increase the utility billings by about 37% instead of 44 % or so.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to pay off Bond #2 (and additional amounts) at this time.  Motion passed unanimously.

Comments before close of meeting:

Tim Hruska is starting the smoke testing next week.  Smoke may show in eaves, basements, and city connections; if you get smoke, you’re getting sewer gases.  

Mayor Weaver suggested Tom Canan, Bill Angerman, Steven Robertson, Tim Hruska, Michael Burgdorf and he get together to discuss what to do in light of those not allowing entry for inspections and those in violation who will not fix up their violation (note letter from Wilson).  

Meeting closed at 7:43 p.m.  

City Administrator Contract

Meeting opened at 8:08 p.m. 

Mayor Weaver summarized that motions had been passed to give a full step increase in pay effective 1/1/07 and to delete Section X from the contract.

COUNCIL COMMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the donation from gambling funds from the American Legion of $400.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson referred to a handout indicating an amount over which a truth in taxation meeting is needed, however she asked the Council to consider holding a truth in taxation hearing anyway for the benefit of the residents and cautioned the Council to maybe use a figure of $950,000 for the preliminary levy, because they can always decrease it for the final levy, but they can not increase the amount from the preliminary levy due in September.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson encouraged everyone to sign up for the Sesquicentennial History Mystery Bus Tour.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for Council to verify that the Council had chosen to levy $920,000 and that budget increase across the board was 3%, pointing out that Council had earlier approved the minutes reflecting this.  The Council indicated that yes that was so.   She went on to add that theoretically the public hearing for sewer rates should be the first meeting in September so that the Council should determine their proposed sewer rate increases by the second meeting in August, so information regarding this will be in the next Council packet.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson ended with expressing her concern of hearing the proposal earlier of financing the storm sewer project with sewer funds.  That would be like paying for a Police line item object with funds from the library and that creative financing might not be appropriate.  And she’s also concerned with the recent Council trend of borrowing against the future, referring to the compost site which will be paid from future compost fees, the street overlay to be paid from 2007 budget, and the Orchard Hills creek and Anastacia Estates drainage projects paid from future storm sewer funds, running “negative” balances.     

Councilmember Sawyer stated that the Council approval of the 3% budget was not appropriate and that the City can’t afford not to raise taxes and that department heads can’t afford only a 3% increase and that budgets should be gone over line by line.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson suggested that individual specific line items be added to the list of extraordinary items that need to be presented to the Council as budget items.  Councilmember Sawyer also asked about city cleaning contracts which will be followed up on.  

Councilmember Pederson recommended and asked if staff could follow up with questions relating to Plainview Senior Housing which may revert back to the City in 2022.  Councilmember Pederson was told he could go ahead and directly get ahold of the parties (HUD, Weis, the Plainview Senior Housing Board, etc) and ask his questions.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for copies of all correspondence for City files.  

Mayor Weaver suggested that, in light of the Sesquicentennial , that the community suggest names for the new park and he will contact the newspaper.

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Weed letter to Mancilman.

Weed letter to Loftus.

Weed letter to homes of Harmony.

Weed letter for 210 10th St SW.

Weed letter for Meyer at LeVan Subdivision, Orchard Hills North, Orchard Hills 5 and West and the Old County building.

Weed letter for 10 West Broadway.

Weed letter for LeVan.

TIF 2005 annual disclosure statement.

Certification letters to County for 735 2nd Av SW(2), 240 10th St SW, 630 5th St NE, and 10 W Broadway.

Library Maintenance of Effort letter from the MN Dept of Education.

Letter to Briggs and Morgan.

Letter to Sanitary District regarding reclassification of bonds.

Letter to Three Rivers regarding infrastructure in development.

Sump pump inspection reports for City Hall, Library and Liquor store.

Post Bulletin article on National Night Out.

Magazine article on water tower art.

Plainview Firefighters Relief Association annual audit.

Anastacia estate project quote request letters to Jech Excavating, Soma Construction, Swenke Co, SL Contracting, Heartland Excavating, Bennett & Sons. 

History Mystery Bus Tour flyer.

MN Dept of Revenue Maximum Allowable Levy to Qualify for Exemption for Truth in Taxation Hearing.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order August 28, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – None

Visitors: Darold Heddlesten, Fred Heaser, Michael L Burgdorf, Brian Kilen

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda adding E. Unemployment Compensation and F. Vacation.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 14, 2006

Building Permits- 15

Other Licenses/Permits- 1 loudspeaker permit, 1 beer license 

Bills- $727,434.65

Department Head Reports- Fire

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Contracts- Minnesota Coaches (Sesquicentennial bus tour)

Easement contracts: Orchard Hills drainage with Townhomes and church.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Resignations from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept the resignations of Adam Wiley and Troy Klindworth from the Ambulance Department.  Motion passed unanimously.

Truth in Taxation Hearing Date

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to approve the Truth-in-Taxation hearing date, if so scheduled by City Council, of Monday, December 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Storm Sewer Projects Update

Mayor Weaver asked the Public Works Director to give an update on the sewer projects.  Some streets are open with crushed rock; the 15 inch sewer line is laid up to the school; and one week of smoke testing is done.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he, the City Attorney, the City engineer and the Public Works Director will be meeting on Tuesday, 8/29/2006  to discuss sump pump progress and how to proceed.  

Proposed Sewer Rates for 4th Qtr 2006

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the sewer rates proposed by staff.  Motion passed unanimously.

It was agreed to print a city corner article explaining the increase before the public hearing on September 11, 2006 and to get comparative rates from other cities.

Unemployment Compensation

The Administrative judge had responded to the request for reconsideration regarding Eric Sawyer’s unemployment compensation appeal.  The ruling did not change. In a memo from City Attorney Tom Canan, the City Attorney explains that the City could pursue another appeal, this time at the Minnesota Court of Appeals, which would require additional time and cost on the part of the attorney, or let the decision stand and pay the benefits.  He would recommend that it would be best to “simply pay the unemployment benefits at this time and bring this matter to a close.”

MOTION: Peterson moved to accept Tom’s recommendation.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

Councilmember Pederson pointed out that no motion was necessary and Council generally agreed to accept the City Attorney’s recommendation and take no action.

Vacation

City Attorney Tom Canan had notified the City Administrator via email  of a recent court case which would indicate that the City would be obligated to pay for accrued unused vacation time for Eric Sawyer, regardless of the City’s personnel policies. He recommended that city pay the accrued, unused vacation time. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to pay unpaid accrued vacation time to Eric Sawyer.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Eversman, Peterson, Pederson.  Abstaining: Sawyer.  

COUNCIL COMMENT

Mayor Weaver referred to the additional packet information and letters.  City Administrator Steven Robertson particularly referred to the Durgin letter and explained that they would like to re-side in the spring and he had suggested to them that they apply for a permit before the date indicated in the letter and then they have six months to complete the work.  With respect to Coon, he has a permit and the letter gives him approximately another month, but he can appeal to City Council if he so chooses.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about $1,000 fine and jail time for violators of these sections of city code.  City Administrator Steven Robertson pointed out that it is the maximum penalty that a judge may impose.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked if Council wanted to let stand their previous motion to set a preliminary levy of $920,000, explaining that the Council can reduce the final levy but cannot increase it from the preliminary levy amount.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve a preliminary levy of $957,000.  Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Weaver, Sawyer, Peterson, Pederson.  Voting against: Eversman.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to schedule a budget meeting for September 18, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson asked for suggestion of names of individuals who might be interested in serving as election judges.  Fred Heaser offered to help.

City Administrator Steven Robertson reminded Council that election filing started August 29th.

Councilmember Eversman asked when the compost site would be cleaned up.  It had been cleaned up today.

Councilmember Sawyer asked who he should contact regarding possibly acquiring LeVan acreage for compost site, water tower, sand pile, and public works.  It was recommended that this wait until after the study had been completed by the City engineer.  He also asked about a permit for Swanson which will be on the next Council agenda.  

Councilmember Peterson suggested for the EDA to issue certificates of acknowledgement to deserving businesses or individuals for various contributions to the community.  

Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf noted that the Orchard Hills Park has been seeded and that bids are being taken for site improvements and equipment.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Disaster preparedness letter to Wabasha Co/ Wodele.

Parking letter to Plainview School.

Weed letter to Upton.

Weed letter to Litton Loan Service (735 2nd Av SW).

Letter from city attorney to Holton re garbage.

Letter from city attorney to Coons about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Liebenow about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Durgin about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Meyer about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Buster about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Walkes about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Callanan about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Carter about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Kleiber about violation of city code.

Letter from city attorney to Seavey about violation of city code.

Letter from city attorney to LeVan about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Ebling about city code violation.

Letter from city attorney to Morriss about city code violation.

MRWA article on collecting delinquent utility bills.

Mn Assoc of Small Cities letter.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Brian Kilen, Dean Harrington, Bob Eidenschink, John Feils, Ron Manzow

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda adding Ambulance resignation under new business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- August 28, 2006

Building Permits- 14

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 dance permits

Bills- $103,802.74

Department Head Reports- Library 

Boards- None

Contracts- WHKS drainage project

Miscellaneous- Updated election judge list

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda without Resolution #06-11 Preliminary Levy and adding #06-11 to the agenda under new business. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit Request for the Construction of a New Single Family Home in a Transitional District

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that at one time a home had been at the location so a water and sewer hookup already existed and the new home would be adjacent to a family business.  City Attorney Tom Canan noted that since this is in a transitional district there’s the potential for the homeowner to say that there are unwanted noises, smells, lights spilling over, etc.  The applicant stated that he is very familiar with the area and has no concern with neighboring land uses.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that the building permit is needing to be changed because of the lot line and that a request for a lot split would come later.  City Attorney Tom Canan asked, with the lot split, what would be the future use of the lot, would there be access, and would there need to be a new utility connection.  John Feils indicated that they are planning on access off of 9th St SW.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve CUP # 06-03 to allow the request for the construction of a new single family home in a transitional district.  Motion passed unanimously.

Conditional Use Permit for the Construction of a New Milk Receiving Facility 

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that Kreofsky had drawn up other plans to reflect a 7 foot fence and earlier at the Planning Commission public hearing some neighbors were concerned with noise.  Plainview Milk Products will concrete the lot.  Fred Heaser asked where the addition was being built and if it would take the place where trucks currently are (no it is not).  City Attorney Tom Canan cautioned the Council to consider the request carefully in light of a previous lawsuit and asked if they should mitigate adverse impacts.  There was additional discussion related to noise and traffic concerns, particularly with visibility and sight distances from 2nd Av SW.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table the Conditional Use Permit request to consider traffic flow, visibility, and to gather more information.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Weaver asked for Plainview Milk to consider a sound barrier and requested that Plainview Milk attend the next Council meeting.

Home Occupation Permit- Randy Doughty

City Administrator Steven Robertson explained that with the recent City Code change, home occupations are now distinguished between “major” and “minor” with minor needing review and Council approval and major needing a hearing and review before the Planning Commission before coming to the Council.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the minor home occupation permit for Randy Doughty.  Motion passed unanimously.

There was additional discussion related to noise.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that to purchase a sound meter which would stand up in court, the expenditure would be $9,000.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson added that the MPCA lends their monitors out at no cost and that, while there is no noise decibel limit stated in the City Code, state laws might prevail.    The Council generally agreed that they would need to begin monitoring noise throughout the city.

Proposed Sewer Rate Increases

Councilmember Pederson noted that the purpose of the increase was to cover the cost of expansion and operations at the sanitary sewer plant and for the city’s sewer projects and that the estimated increase was at a breakeven, with no reserves being built.  There were no citizen comments.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Resolution #06-12 increasing sewer rates effective October 1, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Sesquicentennial Committee

Dean Harrington and Ron Manzow were in attendance.  Dean Harrington asked the Council for their authorization for the final Sesquicentennial project to construct a gazebo and for authorization for the placement of the gazebo at the northeast corner of Wedgewood Park so that it is visible.  The committee had earlier assessed the funds and found that funds would be available and had contacted two different contractors regarding the project ($15,000 to $17,000).   The committee is very comfortable getting this done without any further requirements of the City.  City Administrator Steven Robertson shared that the Public Works Director had said not to put it there.  Fred Heaser commented that it would be a great entrance to the park.  Councilmembers Pederson and Peterson noted that the City needs to beautify Plainview and this is an excellent example.  

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to authorize the gazebo project and authorize the requested placement in Wedgewood Park.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Darold Heddlesten commented that he has seen a lot of ATV riders in town not respecting the rules: young children without helmets, ATV’s on Hwy 8, speeding, racers, and other concerns.  Councilmember Sawyer noted that he had seen some of the same activity.  Mayor Weaver noted that it was an enforcement issue and he and Councilmember Pederson, as liaisons, would meet with Chief Doughty on Tuesday morning.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

City Code Proposed Revision to the Sump Pump Ordinance

City Attorney Tom Canan discussed a recent Supreme Court Case where a Delano resident had challenged the city’s sump pump ordinance and the Court upheld Delano’s position.  Tom Canan suggested reviewing the Delano ordinance and change Plainview’s in light of the court case.  The proposed change would allow Plainview residents to use their own plumber and certify to the City the results and it would also add a surcharge for those willingly in noncompliance regarding the sump pump charging $100 per month for the non-compliance.  

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Sawyer second to schedule a public hearing to consider the proposed ordinance change related to sump pumps.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resignations from the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to accept the resignation of Brian Gilmore from the Ambulance Department.  Motion passed unanimously.

Preliminary Levy Resolution #06-11

In response to an earlier concern by Councilmember Sawyer, Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that the noted levy for the library was not required to be equal to the tax support for the previous year, especially at the preliminary levy stage and the fact that budgets were still not finalized.  For 2005, the City had allocated tax support to the library, as per a Council motion, that was greater than the specific final levy.  The only concern was if the City listed a levy that might be greater than the maintenance of effort or the amount needed for the operations of the library, and then to be bound to it as had happened in 2002.  

MTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve Resolution #06-11 relating to the preliminary levy, with correction changing the noted word “final” to “preliminary.”  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson encouraged everyone to vote in the primary election the next day.  

City Administrator Steven Robertson  noted that, unless there was any objection, city hall would be closed for an afternoon to allow for cleaning of files.

City Attorney Tom Canan asked how the new City criminal attorney was doing and if the transition had gone smoothly.

Councilmember Sawyer asked about pay phones in the city, as there are none at present.  Staff will follow up.  Councilmember Sawyer suggested a cost of living increase for the three city employees what are at the top of the payscale.  Fred Heaser commented that a COLA is never a raise.  

Councilmember Pederson added that he thought Council should consider an increase (a small increase, not 3%) in step for the three employees and would like to follow up with the pay scale. 

Councilmember Peterson noted that he was pleased to see EDA’s response to the earlier suggestion to acknowledge businesses here in town.  He also asked if a building permit was required to correct a sump pump situation when it was the city requiring it.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that it was required as part of the building code.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Pre-construction conference notice.

Weed letter to American Servicing Co- 240 10th St SW.

League of Minnesota Cities request letter on development projects.

Handout on motivating part-time employees.

Copy of signed easement from Trinity Evangelical Free Church.

Copy of signed easement from Orchard Manors Townhomes Association.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Special meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 18, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Michael L Burgdorf, Randy Doughty, Michael Lyons, Richard Klees

UNFINISHED BUSINESS- 2007 BUDGET

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson summarized that the Council had before them the proposed 2007 budget costs reflecting the 3% increase already approved by Council.  The second set of columns represented the change to a few departments requesting more than 3%. Finally, comparative figures were given regarding a tax levy of $957,000 and one at $920,000.  

Councilmember Sawyer had called the League of Minnesota Cities regarding COLA and the three individuals at the top of the pay scale.  While it would be illegal to pay COLA to some individuals and not to all individuals, the  Council had an option to offer an increase in a form that looked like a step.  Councilmember Pederson suggested maybe a 1 ½ % step for those individuals.  His additional concern was if the additional steps or amounts for those three individuals would put the City at risk of being in violation of pay equity.  The Payscale Committee will be called to discuss this issue.  Council reconfirmed their earlier action for no across-the-board COLA.  

Additional operational requests were discussed.  Police Chief Randy Doughty urged Council to fund a Police Part-time secretary so that Tim and other officers could be out on the street where they belong.  Chief Doughty will get a job description for the position.  There was some discussion on the proposed in-house building inspector.  While Council expressed the need for the position, it was generally agreed not to create the position at this time until new housing construction picks up.  Public Works Director Michael Burgdorf discussed sidewalks for 2007.   There was discussion regarding capital set-aside and funding for unfunded projects like the drainage work on Hwy 42.  

The City Council agreed on the following 2007 operational budgetary items:

Increase to Fire relief




$   2,200

Increase to Ambulance Relief



$   2,200



Increase to City Fire expenditures


$   2,415


Increase to Library expenditures



$   2,780

Addition of secretary to Police Department

$ 15,150

Fill-in Task Force officer time with full-timer 




      instead of part-timer




$ 11,700 

Set aside for possible increase for those at 

      top of payscale




$   3,000


Public Works/tree trimming/sidewalks for 2007

$ 10,000



Total



$49,445

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the operational requests totaling $49,445 with the balance of the available tax levy ($84,877) to be set aside for capital equipment.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Fire Chief Richard Klees noted that the process to acquire a pumper takes about a year and that he would like to know by the end of 2007 if the City will be moving forward and acquiring a pumper.  

Police Chief Randy Doughty asked if the budget would likely change in the interest of being able to plan for 2007.  The Council generally agreed that there would be no changes to the budget, allowing for unseen circumstances which may require an adjustment.

Council generally agreed to discuss capital requests at an upcoming budget meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________
 
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order September 25, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Acting Mayor Lee Peterson.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Bob Eidenschink, Dallas Moe, Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Brian Kilen, Jeanette Morath, Mike Morath

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve the agenda adding Alliant Street Lighting Resolution for Orchard Hills Five West. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 11, 2006 and September 18, 2006 

Building Permits- 9

Other Licenses/Permits- 3 Sunday temporary liquor licenses 

Bills- $179,965.35

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Contracts- Cynergy Data (Liquor Store)

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Conditional Use Permit Request for a New Milk Receiving Facility

Addressing questions which arose from the public hearing for the conditional use permit at the last City Council meeting, Dallas Moe from Plainview Milk Products reviewed the proposed traffic flow, noting that all trucks are out by 5:00 p.m.  The facility will have four bays; trucks load within 15 minutes, and then they’re out.  Fred Heaser asked if lights were on 24 hours a day to which Dallas Moe replied yes and that the area is zoned Transitional.  Councilmember Pederson commented that he didn’t see a problem with visibility if trucks are leaving on 2nd Avenue.  Bob Eidenschink stated that he is against putting in the new receiving facility which will bring more noise closer to his living area.  

Mayor Weaver arrived at 7:16, taking over for Acting Mayor Lee Peterson.  

Councilmember Pederson clarified that the seven foot fence will sit atop the retaining wall which will be better for the area residents as a visual barrier.  

Fred Heaser asked why the talk was about a privacy fence when Bob Eidenschink stated that his concern was just not appearance, but also noise.  Fred Heaser wanted it clarified that the City was not addressing the noise issue with the fence, to which Councilmember Pederson agreed that the City’s actions related to the fence did not address the noise problem.   Councilmember Pederson went on to suggest if a sound barrier were to be erected on the south side, then all sides should be considered.  Bob Eidenschink requested sound monitoring after the facility and fence are up and if the noise is above state levels, and asked if could he then ask for sound abatement.  Councilmember Peterson said he thought it sounded like a reasonable request.  Dallas Moe stated that they’d been through this before and that there were no sounds over the limit.  There was no problem with sound; it’s a transitional area; and, this sound issue was determined by a court and jury, that there’s not a problem of noise over and above state levels.  He went on to add that Plainview Milk Products is doing it to improve the quality of their product and process and that they won’t be making a profit off of it.  Bob Eidenschink added that if Dallas says there’s no noise level, that’s fine, but then there shouldn’t be any question if the noise is monitored.

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Conditional Use Permit # 06-04 request for the construction of a milk receiving facility with the condition that Plainview Milk Products mount a seven foot fence on the retaining wall on the north and east side of the lot.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Sump Pump Ordinance

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized that as a result of the court action involving the City of Delano, various changes to the sump pump ordinance were recommended by City Attorney Tom Canan.  He added that tonight is a public hearing for City Council to listen to citizen comments and that the proposed ordinance would not be adopted until October 9, 2006.  Mike Morath read a letter to the Council from citizen Steve Erwin essentially stating that he believed the ordinance violated various amendments to the residents’ constitutional rights.  

Councilmember Sawyer noted that the issue is not just sump pump inspections, it is also foundation drain issues.  City Administrator Steven Robertson stated that he would share the letter with Tom Canan and get his opinion.  

Mike Morath added on his own behalf that the protection of constitutional rights should be a bigger issue than the clean water in the sanitary sewer system and suggested the Council lean more to support the constitution.  After additional discussion and comment, the hearing was closed.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
Mike Morath asked about the possibility of angled parking near his clinic.  City Council and Public Works will meet to discuss this issue and all of downtown parking.

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS

Donation from Charitable Gambling

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to approve the donation from Community Charities of Minnesota (Gopher Lanes) which are generated from gambling donations.  Motion passed unanimously.

Adopt Public Infrastructure from Harvest Ridge Subdivision

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second for the City to adopt the public infrastructure for Harvest Ridge Subdivision.  Motion passed unanimously.

Alliant Energy Street Lighting 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the Alliant Energy Street lighting resolution adding three light poles in Orchard Hills 5 West.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer asked how the meeting went with Councilmember Pederson, Mayor Weaver and Chief Doughty regarding the ATV issues presented at the last meeting.  They will follow up and the item will be on the agenda in two weeks.  Councilmember Sawyer asked about the Orchard Hills Five West inspection.  City Administrator Steven Robertson commented that there are still a few things for the developer to finish, and added that as per previous Council motion, no building permits are being issued until the project is complete. Councilmember Sawyer asked about funds for the pool repair and commented that he felt that those funds should be set aside. 

City Administrator Steven Robertson made Council aware of the lawsuit or legal complaint by Eric Sawyer who is alleging unfair practices.  Councilmembers Peterson and Pederson and City Administrator Steven Robertson, as co-defendents, will be meeting with the League of Minnesota Cities attorney on Monday, October 2, 2006.

Fred Heaser asked about the water tower study.  City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that it would be presented to City Council in two weeks.  

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Unexpended Budget Fund Summary.

Letter from Shald and Associates.

Delinquent utility bill list.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Submitted by,

___________________________________
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 9, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Absent

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors: Bill Angerman, Tim Hruska, Fred Heaser, Darold Heddlesten, Troy Larson, Susan Cook, Ike Speedling, Richard Klees, Bruce Nelson, Chris McCaleb, Elaine Derby, John Coon, Michael Burgdorf, Brian Kilen, Randy Doughty 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda adding Ambulance New Hire and Rural Fire ATV to the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Sawyer asked for pool funding and payscale committee to be added to the next agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- September 25, 2006

Building Permits- 25

Other Licenses/Permits- 0

Bills- $328,847.72

Department Head Reports- Fire

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

Miscellaneous- Election Judge update

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS
No citizens had any concerns/comments to bring forward.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Sump Pump Ordinance

City Attorney Tom Canan recommended additional wording regarding waiver for undue hardship.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to table until October 23, 2006 Ordinance #06-01 to consider revised wording at request of City Attorney.    Motion passed unanimously.

Next reading and adoption of ordinance will be October 23, 2006.

Collaboration with Rochester Area Family Y

Dan Nissler from US Bank, and representing the Rochester Area Family Y, was present.

MOTION:  Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Resolution #06-14 setting the public hearing date for the Rochester Area Family Y bonding for October 23, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Non-city Resident Request for Water/Sewer

Elaine Derby was present to request Council support for annexation into the city.  She and other investors are looking at buying Finne’s Bar and Grill and adding an event area for 250 people.  Mayor Weaver stated that the City had been through this before and were turned down, adding that the City Code states that the City cannot add water and sewer until they are annexed into the City.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that the requestors should be the applicants for annexation, not the City.

City Council generally agreed they were in support of the project and could consider water and sewer issues after annexation.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Delinquent Water Account Shut-offs

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the disconnection, and certification to the county if necessary, of the delinquent water accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Findings of Smoke Testing

Bill Angerman of WKHS, Inc. presented the findings of the smoke testing, the results of which would cost the City just over $13,000 to repair their own infrastructure and an amount totaling $250 in repairs falling to approximately 3 private property owners.  He added that there is a catch basin which would require a little investigation as he suspects leaking joints, and repair of this would invariably be more expensive.  He recommended that the City budget for the $13,000 repairs and the catch basin for 2007.  Bill Angerman said he would await future direction from Council on how to proceed.

Findings of Water Tower Study

Bill Angerman of WHKS, Inc. presented the findings of the Water Tower Study.  Specifically, he noted that the Department of Health had noted in correspondence that the City has deficient water storage capacity; there is currently a 500,000 tank storage and two wells; and, the city is governed by standards that dictate how much capacity is required.  

Bill Angerman further discussed residential usage and industrial usage noting that Lakeside has had a 40% increase in usage in the past 2 years and Lakeside has indicated they do not foresee any changes in their demand.  Lakeside has a well and a water tower.  Lakeside is limited by a DNR ground appropriation permit and they would need a large upgrade if they chose not to use city water.  

Other considerations included projected demand and types and sizes of water towers, adding that the City would not want to buy too large a tower as the City would be paying for too much too soon and the water could get stale.  Siting considerations included making sure the area was looped, that the mains were large enough, and that it was far enough away from other wells and towers.

The recommendation was for a 750,000 gallon fluted or pedestal water tower at a cost of approximately one and a half million dollars.   Construction time would be 12 to 18 months.

Finance Director/City Clerk asked if the city would need another well.  Bill Angerman responded not right now but in the future, and he will give her a projection on Tuesday. 

Councilmember Pederson suggested the Council consider the larger tower since the cost to add more capacity would be cheaper.  

Road Overlay for 2006 Projects

Bill Angerman of WHKS, Inc. indicated that originally both lifts were to be done this year, but due to wet conditions they are recommending to leave the second lift off until spring.  The current contract is for both lifts but the contractors have said they’ll hold prices until next spring, so Bill suggests an amendment to the contract.  Council directed Bill Angerman to contact the contractors to amend the contract.

Motion to accept Smoke Testing and Water Tower Reports

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the smoke testing and water tower reports from WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.

Snow Removal Quotes

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to accept the snow blowing quote from AgriPower, the snow plowing and truck/hauling quote from Bennett and Sons, and the sand quote from Bennett and Sons.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed Utility Billing Deposit

MOTION:  Pederson moved, Sawyer second to accept the proposed utility billing deposit amount of $125 per quarter and to schedule the public hearing for October 23, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

Insurance Bids

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson opened bids from three companies.  As some of the bids quoted bottom line fees instead of the commission percentages requested, Nancy will convert the information and list services provided for Council’s consideration at the next Council meeting.  

New Hire for Asst Ambulance Director for the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Pederson moved, Eversman second to approve the hire of Julie Jurgenson as Assistant Ambulance Director at $200/mo effective 9/1/2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

New Hires for the Ambulance Department

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the hire of Andy Short as Ambulance Volunteer pending positive results from the required background checks and drug tests.  Motion passed unanimously.

Liaison/Department Conversations Concerning ATV’s

Police Chief Randy Doughty requested that incidences be reported immediately to the Police Department so they can follow up on a more timely basis.

Fire Relief Gambling Funds and Fire ATV Purchase

Fire Chief Rich Klees indicated that Rural Fire wanted to purchase an ATV for fire rescue use on rural or DNR lands.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the gambling fund donation to Rural Fire from the Plainview Fire Relief Association in the amount of $10,100 and to approve the purchase of the ATV.  Motion passed unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENTS #1

Councilmember Sawyer asked about the discussion with Rochester Bus Lines.  This will be on the agenda October 23, 2006.

Councilmember Sawyer and visitors left the meeting.

Meeting closed at 8:32 p.m.

Meeting reopened at 8:47 p.m.

Pending Litigation

City Attorney Tom Canan summarized that the Council had discussed the litigation and generally agreed to make a settlement proposal which will be forwarded to the League of Minnesota Cities attorneys for their consideration.  

COUNCIL COMMENT #2

Councilmember Eversman stated that the area at the dump site and along the road looks better and she’s heard good comments.

Councilmember Pederson had heard good comments also.  Councilmember Pederson would like to write a city corner article about use of the police vehicles in response to a citizen question.

Councilmember Pederson asked on the status of the Council request to consider angled parking and other downtown parking issues.  Council would like proposals on the parking situations in January and in time to respond with changes beginning in spring.

Councilmember Pederson also noted that he had received a citizen complaint about a sump pump scheduler being rude.  He has already spoken to Bill Angerman who will follow up. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

League of Minnesota Cities information on LGA and levy per capita.

Unexpended Budget Fund.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order October 23, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Cindy Eversman, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – None

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Absent

Visitors: Dan Nistler, Dean Stenehjem, John Coon, Fred Heaser, Brenda Stelow, Fran Grover, Darold Heddlesten, Mary Olson, Ron Partridge, Howard Bennett, Cathy Zabel, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda adding Change Order under Unfinished Business. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes- October 9, 2006

Building Permits- 9

Other Licenses/Permits- 2 temporary liquor licenses 

Bills- $182,694.45

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Darold Heddlesten presented a petition to the Council regarding a nuisance issue about a barking dog.  Darold Heddlesten stated that there have been at least 15 calls and 3 tickets on this dog, and he asks for a resolution to this problem.  Councilmember Sawyer stated that he didn’t think the owner could be ticketed if the dog didn’t bark at the time of the police visit and added that the dog had been impounded once.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the Police Chief had suggested that if the City Council thinks the current City Code doesn’t address the problem, then maybe change the ordinance. John Coon suggested claiming it as a “public nuisance” and then to go through an abatement process, as opposed to rewriting the ordinance.  The City Administrator, Police Chief and Criminal attorney will discuss the issue.

Fran Grover was concerned with the permits he was required to apply for and he suggested the City Council be part of a team with builders.  He felt there shouldn’t be a cost to people getting things done and fixing things up.  He also felt citizens shouldn’t pay for fixing sump pumps.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Rochester Family Y Financing

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve Resolution #06-15 regarding bonding for the Rochester Area Family Y.  Motion passed unanimously.

Utility Billing Deposit

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve Resolution #06-13 approving an amount of $125 for the utility billing deposit for non-owner occupant residential property.  Motion passed unanimously.

Sump Pump Revision

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized the recent updates to the sump pump ordinance.  Councilmember Eversman felt that the City should assist in helping people to get them up to code and the City needs to help out with financial assistance.  Cathy Zabel stated that she had just received a bid for $1,200 to get her sump pump changed and expressed her need for other uses of her limited income and that she might be a hardship case.  She felt also that her house had had a beaver system installed in 1992 and she thought it was all ok when she purchased the home in 2001.  Mayor Weaver asked Cathy Zabel for a copy of her $1,200 bid.  John Coon suggested the City obtain bids for the contractors at set rates, especially since with deadlines nearing, the contractors might charge whatever they want.  He also suggested that there be no time constraint once the property owner had signed on to get their work done.  Councilmember Pederson indicated that he would like to get together with staff and discuss a few ideas and likes the idea of getting bids from contractors for the remainder of the jobs.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve Ordinance #06-02 amending the sump pump ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Liquor Liability Insurance

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to acquire liquor liability insurance through Acordia effective 1/1/2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

Insurance Bids for 2007

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to ask insurance bidders to resubmit through sealed bids the bids for 2007 insurance with the League of Minnesota Cities without Liquor liability insurance.  Motion passed unanimously.

2006 Utility Projects Change Order

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that the change order would allow the second lift to be laid in Spring 2007 and that the contract will hold all prices steady, except the oil.  Fred Heaser asked about weather-related liquidated damages.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the change order with Road Contractors.  Motion passed unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Lights for Life/Olde Fashioned Christmas

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to approve the street closure for Lights for Life/Ye Olde Fashioned Christmas.  Motion passed unanimously.

Snow Week Medallion Hunt

MOTION: Peterson moved, Eversman second to approve the snow medallion hunt which may include Plainview Parks.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ambulance National Provider Identifier

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the national provider number for ambulance.  Motion passed unanimously.

Pool Funding Information

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to set aside $41,600 for a pool update from UBF Funds.  Motion passed unanimously.

L.M.C. Safety Information

For information only.  The City Safety Committee will be following up with many recommendations.

Payscale Committee

MOTION: Sawyer moved to increase 3 employees at top of payscale to 1 ½ %.  Motion failed for lack of a second.  

The Payscale Committee will be meeting within the next two weeks.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Eversman suggested the need for gravel at the compost/dump site.  

MOTION: Eversman moved, Peterson second for the Mayor and the City Administrator to meet with the Public Works Director to discuss the gravel.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Darold Heddlesten asked if the cemetery gate was going to be fixed.  Staff will follow up.  

Councilmember Sawyer asked about Rochester City Lines.  City Administrator Steven Robertson had spoken with Mike Rizzo from Rochester City Lines.  Staff will be in contact with him later in the week to follow up.

Councilmember Pederson indicated that he will be serving on the County’s Multihazard Mitigation Planning Committee and the Pandemic Plan (Public Health) Committee.  Councilmember Eversman suggested the committee ask Dr Pohlad from Mayo to speak at their meeting. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Certification letter for Lee/Ness.

Certification letter for Wells Fargo/Upton.

Certification letter for Hanson.

Code violation letter to Kruger.

Wabasha County letter re: Pandemic Influenza Plan.

Construction Punch List- Orchard Hills 5 West

Construction Punch List- Orchard Hills 5 East

Construction Punch List- Orchard Hills North

Third Quarter 2006 financial results.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

Regular meeting of Plainview City Council was called to order November 13, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Neil Weaver.

Council Present –Neil Weaver, Jim Pederson, Richard Sawyer and Lee Peterson 

Council Absent – Cindy Eversman

City Administrator – Steven Robertson

Finance Director/City Clerk- Nancy Richardson

Attorney – Tom Canan

Visitors:  Darold Heddlesten, Fred Heaser, Sharon Durgin, Tom Haley, Brian Kilen 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to approve the agenda and consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes-  October 23, 2006

Building Permits- 12

Other Licenses/Permits-  2 temporary liquor licenses

Bills- $374,409.81

Department Head Reports- None

Boards- None

Resolutions- None

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PETITIONS/GUESTS

Sharon Durgin, who had received a letter from the City regarding a violation of the blighted properties ordinance, requested an extension of time.

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Peterson second to extend the building permit for the Durgin’s to April 30, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Steven Robertson noted that two other letter recipients had not yet responded to the letter.  City Attorney Tom Canan indicated that the next step would be criminal misdemeanor; however, one last warning letter will be sent out. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Business Subsidy Policy

According to the City Administrator, the City TIF consultant Mike Bubany had understood that the Business Subsidy Policy had previously been approved by Council as an agenda item, whereas it should have been presented at a public hearing and then approved, so he had suggested that it be approved through the proper process.   No citizen spoke for the public hearing.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Pederson second to adopt the Business Subsidy Plan.  Motion  passed unanimously.

Conditional Use Permit for a Warehouse in a Transitional Zone

Tom Haley explained that Haley Comfort Systems was interested in extending an existing building.  City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he was not OK with a portion of the plan (a very extensive curb cut) but that the Public Works Director would work with the proposal and the City Engineer would like to see a concrete apron instead of an asphalt apron.  City Attorney Tom Canan added that Haley may need assistance from Public Works with respect to storm water run-off.  City Attorney Tom Canan also advised Council to consider any screening or hours of operation since this is in a residential area.  Tom Haley added that the traffic would be no more than it is now and now it will all be under one roof.  No citizen spoke for the public hearing.  

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve Conditional Use Permit # 06-05 allowing the construction of a warehouse in a Transitional Zone at the request of Haley Comfort System.  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Attorney Tom Canan reviewed the findings of fact, to be drafted and approved at the next City Council meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Insurance for 2007
Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson reminded the Council that at the last meeting they had decided to use dram shop insurance with a carrier other than the League of Minnesota Cities so they had asked the insurance agents to rebid insurance without the dram shop.  A question which had arisen at the time was whether League umbrella insurance would cover the dram shop insurance by another carrier.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson indicated that it would not and that the Council would need to consider this along with the bids for insurance for 2007.  She proceeded to open the bids: 1) reading the entire letter/bid from C.O.Brown which noted that the League umbrella would not cover insurance from another carrier and 2) read the bids from Greenwood Agency and Winona Agency.

Since the matter was raised regarding the umbrella for the liquor insurance, there was further discussion.  Nancy mentioned that no Acordia clients had asked for umbrella insurance and that the City Attorney had recommended that the City have umbrella coverage.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained that by adding the umbrella coverage, the dram shop insurance would be about the same as staying with the League.  City Attorney Tom Canan felt the City should have the umbrella insurance.  

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to have liquor dram shop insurance stay with the League of Minnesota Cities.  Motion was tabled to later in the meeting.

Discussion: City Attorney Tom Canan had not attended the last Council meeting and was concerned the City may be obligated to go with the new carrier.  Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson noted that the application had not yet been submitted.  Discussion was tabled until Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson retrieved copies of the information from the last meeting.

Olde Fashioned Christmas Request

MOTION: Sawyer moved, Pederson second to approve for Ye Olde Fashioned Christmas to block off the alley from Schad and Zabel garage to the entrance on 3rd St.  Motion passed unanimously.

Payscale Committee Recommendation

City Administrator Steven Robertson summarized that the Payscale committee felt there should be no change to the payscale and recommended that all staff receive a 1 ½ % cost of living adjustment.  This would result in some employees getting a full step increase and COLA (4.5%) or a half step and COLA (3 %) or just a COLA increase (1.5%).

MOTION: Pederson moved, Sawyer second to approve a 1 ½ % cost of living adjustment to the payscale for 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Insurance for 2007- Untabled

After reviewing the information, City Attorney Tom Canan noted that Acordia had set some conditions themselves and that coverage was subject to a signed TRIA form and that coverage was not bound until the premium was received, and so the City was not obligated.

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to have liquor dram shop insurance stay with the League of Minnesota Cities. Motion passed unanimously.

In light of the return of dram shop to the League, Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson explained  that the bids proposed were the same as had been proposed before- Greenwood Agency at 10% and 2.00%; Greenwood Agency at $1,000 for no services; Winona Agency at $7,500; and C.O.Brown at 5% and 2.5 % and asked Council to consider services provided by each for those levels.  Councilmember Sawyer thought the Greenwood bid of $1,000 for no services should be thrown out.  Mayor Weaver stated that he felt that Greenwood has been the agent for a long time and that the business should be kept in Plainview and that they employ people here in town and it should stay with Greenwood.  There was additional discussion as to services.  Councilmember Sawyer wanted to ask each councilmember if they had business insurance with Greenwood, after having spoken with the League he was suggesting that there might be a conflict of interest and a councilmember shouldn’t vote.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that it was only if they benefited financially.  Mayor Weaver felt Councilmember Sawyer’s suggestion questioned his integrity.  Councilmember Pederson said Greenwood is 40% more and as much as he’d like to keep it local he thinks the spread is too big.  He added that Council needs to leave the feelings and emotions out of it and should go with C.O. Brown.  Councilmember Peterson said he was leaning the same way and that it’s a business decision.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that unless someone has a personal gain, simply to have insurance at Greenwood is not a conflict of interest and added that the City’s own purchasing policy would lead to selecting the lowest bid, unless Council came up with an exception to the purchasing policy.    

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to name C. O. Brown Agency as agent of record for all insurances effective 1/1/07. Motion passed.  Voting in favor: Pederson, Peterson, Sawyer.  Voting against: Weaver.

NEW BUSINESS

Declarations of Election Results

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to declare the results of the City of Plainview November 7, 2006 elections as follows: Neil Weaver, Mayor; Jim Pederson, Councilmember-Four-Year Term; and, Richard Sawyer, Councilmember-Four Year Term.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Insurance Follow-up

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second, at the City Attorney’s suggestions, to direct staff to not sign the TRIAA form and to not pay the premium to Acordia/Founders.  Motion passed unanimously.  

MNDOT and Wabasha County Snow Maintenance Agreements/Resolutions

MOTION: Pederson moved, Peterson second to approve the snow agreements with the Minnesota Department of Transportation and Wabasha County for 2007 and approve Resolutions # 06-16 State Windrow.  Motion passed unanimously.

Sump Pump Financing Options

As one of the proponents on the Council was not present, City Administrator Steven Robertson asked that the discussion be delayed until the next Council meeting.  In addition, staff will get more information on the topic.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilmember Sawyer asked a follow-up questions about the ordinance as it relates to barking dogs.  He will meet with the Police Chief to discuss the issue.

Councilmember Sawyer asked about the Swanson letter regarding home occupation.  City Attorney Tom Canan will write a letter.

Councilmember Pederson has attended several meetings related to disaster planning and will continue to do so and submit mileage reimbursement requests.

Councilmember Pederson asked for Council support for a letter of intent for a grant application to the Southern Minnesota Initiative Fund on the Active Aging Initiative.  The application itself will need to be submitted by November 30, 2006. 

MOTION: Pederson moved, Weaver second to draft a letter of intent to submit an application to the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilmember Peterson suggested ordinances in place as a preventative measure for unruly tenants and fines imposed on landlords.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested that it might require creation of a housing code and part-time or full-time staff to enforce it and suggested that it might be more appropriate for a police call.  Councilmember Peterson will follow up with Chief Doughty.  It was suggested that City staff get some information on what other cities do.

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson stated that she would piggy-back on Councilmember Pederson’s Southern Minnesota Initiative on Active Aging and explained that at a recent League of Minnesota Cities meeting the state demographer had studied the trend to an aging population and had suggested ways fro communities to prepare for this.  One of his suggestions was to have sidewalks throughout.  Nancy added that also discussed in the past by the City have been the economic benefit of sidewalks  and she encouraged Council support of sidewalks and that this would also be in line with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  She suggested that one way to accomplish this would be to have the entire city declared a sidewalk district and sidewalks would be assessed to all property owners whether they already had a sidewalk or not.  

Finance Director/City Clerk Nancy Richardson also asked for Council wrap-up of findings of fact for the Conditional Use Permit Home Occupation Doughty property and to have those and findings of fact for the Plainview Milk Product facility approved for the record in a future consent agenda.  City Attorney Tom Canan will double check his records.

City Administrator Steven Robertson indicated that he had received a comment about a blighted property on 10th Street S.W. which is city property.  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested an RFP for removing or demolishing the structure.

City Attorney Tom Canan had recently attended a Land Use seminar by the League of Minnesota Cities and suggested the Council consider an update to its sign ordinance as a preventative measure against certain parties challenging the ordinances throughout the State.

Mayor Weaver apologized for earlier losing his temper and stated that he would never use his position as mayor to his advantage.

Finance Director/City Clerk added that a new election review process by the Minnesota Secretary of State was being implemented and that Plainview Precinct one was one of two randomly selected by Wabasha County for the election audit the next morning at Wabasha County. 

Additional Packet Items for Information Only

Plainview-Elgin Sanitary District letter regarding Boardmember term expiration.

Tree letter to Theisen.

Tree letter to Funk.

Certification letter to County for 220 1st Av NW

Revised bid letters to Greenwood Agency, C.O. Brown Agency, and Winona Agency.

“Beyond the Yellow Ribbon” letter from the Army National Guard.

Southern Minnesota Initiative letter for Town Meeting Initiative Focusing on Active Aging.

Plainview Area Migrant Council contribution request.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Peterson moved, Sawyer second to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Submitted by,

______________________________________  
______________________________________

Neil D. Weaver, Mayor



Nancy Richardson, Finance Director/City Clerk

